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Overview

• About NREL

• Small Business Program 

• Procurement Process

• Navigating the NREL Website 

• Mentor Protégé Program

• Contact Information 

• Questions
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About NREL

 Managed and Operated by the 
Alliance for Sustainable Energy 
LLC (“Alliance”)

 Started as Solar Energy Research 
Institute (SERI) in 1977

 Designated a National Laboratory 
in 1991

 Main campus – Golden, CO,

Flatirons campus - Boulder, CO
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About NREL

 NREL is the only federal laboratory 
dedicated to renewable energy and 
energy efficiency technologies

 Research 

 Development

 Commercialization and 
Deployment

 Backed by over 40 years of 
achievement, NREL pioneer's 
innovation to meet the growing 
demand for clean energy
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facilities, renowned 
technology experts

World-class
with industry, 
academia, and 

government

Partnerships
operates as a 

living laboratory

Campus

2,307

Employees,

early-career researchers 
and visiting scientists

\

about

900

plus more than 

460

NREL at a Glance
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NREL Science 
Drives Innovation



Creating a safer America 

through energy security
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Small Business
Program

 SB Program is located in the Innovation Partnering and Outreach Directorate 

 Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center

 Small Business Program
 Mentor Protégé Program

 Energy I-Corps

 Wells Fargo Innovation Incubator (IN2)

 Industry Growth Forum (IGF)

 Shell GameChanger

 Center for Renewable Energy Economic Development (CREED)

 NREL’s commitment to small business is central to our mission
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Annual Spending

 NREL typically awards between $100M and $150M annually
 Types of Products & Services include:

 IT Hardware/Software
 IT Support Services
 Equipment (research and otherwise)
 Consulting –

 Professional Services
 Process Orientation
 Subject Matter Expertise (SME)

 Construction (Davis-Bacon Act Applicability)
 Office Supplies
 Leased Workers
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Top 10 NAICS

• 334111 - Electronic Computer Manufacturing
• 511210 - Software Publishers
• 236220 - Commercial and Institutional Building Construction
• 541690 - Other Scientific and Technical Consulting Services
• 532490 - Other Commercial and Industrial Machinery and Equipment Rental and 

Leasing
• 531190 - Lessors of Other Real Estate Property
• 541990 - All Other Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
• 531120 - Lessors of Nonresidential Buildings (except Mini-warehouses)
• 541990 - All Other Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
• 333611 - Turbine and Turbine Generator Set Units Mfg
• 541519 - Other Computer Related Services
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Procurement Process
Overview

 Requirement identified
 Funds approved and received
 Request package submitted to Acquisition Services from requestor
 Subcontract Administrator engages Small Business Office for potential 

sources
 Request for Proposal (RFP)
 Source Selection & Evaluation Process
 Award
 Post-Award Administration
 Closeout
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FY20 Goals

• Small Business Subcontracting 
Plan

 $140M in subcontracting 
opportunities

 57% or $79,800,000 to SB

 7% or $9,800,000 to WOB 
and SDB

 3% or $4,200,000 SDVOB and 
HUBZone

NREL 
Subcontracting 

Dollars

Small 
Business, 57%

SDB – 7%

Women Owned - 7%

HUBZone - 3%
Service 

Disabled 
Veteran - 3%

Small 
Business
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Additional 
Opportunities
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All Small Business Ownership

Mentor Protégé 
Program

Government 
Contracts

• Small business must be 
eligible for government 
contracts

• Cannot have an existing 
DOE MP agreement in 
place

Register and 
Certify

• Must be registered in 
SAM

• Certify as a small 
business under the 
NAICS for the services 
provided

• Must have been in 
business for at least 2 
years

The program seeks to foster long-term business relationships 
between small business entities and DOE prime contractors, and 
to increase the overall number of these small business entities 
that receive DOE prime and subcontracts. Protégé criteria 
includes:

• 8a

• Small disadvantaged

• Women Owned

• HUBZone

• Service-Disabled Veteran 
Owned
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Remember To:

• Visit NREL’s website at www.nrel.gov

• Register your business in NREL’s SB Vendor Database and be sure 
to include keywords

• Visit Upcoming Purchasing and Subcontracting Opportunities

• Visit GSA https://beta.sam.gov fka FBO.gov

• Register your business in sam.gov

• Do your homework

http://www.nrel.gov/
https://beeta.sam.gov/
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Rexann Dunn, Small Business Program Manager
Rexann.Dunn@nrel.gov
303.275.4322

Tonya McCabe, Mentor Protégé Program
Tonya.McCabe@nrel.gov
303.275.3038

mailto:Rexann.Dunn@nrel.gov
mailto:Tonya.McCabe@nrel.gov

