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d. Alternative means of dispute resolution.  Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this chapter, a contractor and a contracting officer may use any alternative means 
of dispute resolution under subchapter IV of chapter 5 of title 5, or other mutually 
agreeable procedures, for resolving claims.  In a case in which such alternative 
means of dispute resolution or other mutually agreeable procedures are used, the 
contractor shall certify that the claim is made in good faith, that the supporting 
data are accurate and complete to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, and 
that the amount requested accurately reflects the contract adjustment for which 
the contractor believes the Government is liable.  All provisions of subchapter IV 
of chapter 5 of title 5, shall apply to such alternative means of dispute resolution. 
 

e. Termination of authority to engage in alternative means of dispute resolution; 
savings provision.  The authority of agencies to engage in alternative means of 
dispute resolution proceedings under subsection (d) of this section shall cease to 
be effective on October 1, 1999, except that such authority shall continue in effect 
with respect to then pending dispute resolution proceedings which, in the 
judgment of the agencies that are parties to such proceedings, require such 
continuation, until such proceedings terminate. In any case in which the 
contracting officer rejects a contractor's request for alternative dispute resolution 
proceedings, the contracting officer shall provide the contractor with a written 
explanation, citing one or more of the conditions in section 572(b) of title 5 or 
such other specific reasons that alternative dispute resolution procedures are 
inappropriate for the resolution of the dispute.  In any case in which a contractor 
rejects a request of an agency for alternative dispute resolution proceedings, the 
contractor shall inform the agency in writing of the contractor's specific reasons 
for rejecting the request.  

 


