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DOE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT CHECKLIST
1

LIST 1: GENERAL YES  NO N/A EIS
PAG

E

ADEQUACY

EVALUATION

AND COMMENTS

1.1.0 COVER SHEET

1.1.1  Does the cover sheet include:

a list of responsible agencies, including the lead
agency and any cooperating agencies?

the title of the proposed action and its location
(state(s), county(ies), other jurisdictions)?

the name(s), address(es), and telephone number(s) of
a person (or persons) to contact for further
information (on the general DOE NEPA process and
on the specific EIS)?

the EIS designation as draft, final, or supplemental?

a one-paragraph abstract of the EIS?

for a draft EIS, the date by which comments must be
received? [40 CFR 1502.11]

1.1.2  Is the cover sheet one page in length?
[40 CFR 1502.11]

1.2.0 SUMMARY

1.2.1  Does the summary describe:

the underlying purpose and need for agency action?

the proposed action?

each of the alternatives?

the preferred alternative, if any?

the principal environmental issues analyzed and
results? [Recommendations, p.3]

1.2.2  Does the summary highlight key differences among
the alternatives? [Recommendations, p.3]

1.2.3  Does the summary stress:

the major conclusions?

areas of controversy (including issues raised by
agencies and the public)?

the issues to be resolved (including the choice among
alternatives)? [40 CFR 1502.12]

                                                       
1

See list of Abbreviations and Acronyms, p.22.
See list of References, pp.23-25.
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LIST 1: GENERAL YES  NO N/A EIS
PAGE

ADEQUACY

EVALUATION

AND COMMENTS

1.2.4  Are the discussions in the Summary consistent with
the EIS text or appendices?

1.2.5  Does the summary adequately and accurately
summarize the EIS? [40 CFR 1502.12; Recommendations,
p.3]2

1.3.0 PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION

1.3.1  Does the EIS specify the underlying purpose and need
to which DOE is responding in proposing the alternatives
including the proposed action?
[40 CFR 1502.13]

1.3.2  Does the statement of purpose and need relate to the
broad requirement or desire for DOE action, and not to the
need for one specific proposal or the need for the EIS?
[Recommendations, p.4]

1.3.3  Does the statement of purpose and need adequately
explain the problem or opportunity to which DOE is
responding? [Recommendations, p.5]

1.3.4  Is the statement of purpose and need written so that it
(a) does not inappropriately narrow the range of reasonable
alternatives, or (b) is not too broadly defined as to make the
number of alternatives virtually limitless?
[Recommendations, p.5]

1.4.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

1.4.1  Does the EIS clearly describe the proposed action and
alternatives? [Recommendations, p.6]

1.4.2  Is the proposed action described in terms of the DOE
action to be taken (even a private action that has been
federalized or enabled by funding)? [Recommendations,
p.8]

1.4.3  Does the proposed action exclude elements that are
more appropriate to the statement of purpose and need?
[Recommendations, p.8]

1.4.4  Does the EIS identify the range of reasonable
alternatives that satisfy the agency’s purpose and need?
[Recommendations, p.10]

1.4.5  Does the EIS “rigorously explore and objectively
evaluate” all reasonable alternatives that encompass the
range to be considered by the decision maker?
[40 CFR 1502.14(a); Recommendations, p.9]

                                                       
2

“Recommendations” refers to guidance entitled “Recommendations for the Preparation of Environmental Assessments and
Environmental Impact Statements” (issued by the Assistant Secretary for Environment, Safety and Health, May 1993).
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LIST 1: GENERAL YES   NO N/A EIS
PAGE

ADEQUACY

EVALUATION

AND COMMENTS

1.7.8  Does the EIS show that the agency “has taken a ‘hard
look’ at environmental consequences”?
[Kleppe v. Sierra Club, 427 US 390, 410 (1976)]

1.7.9  Does the EIS present the potential environmental
effects of the proposal and the alternatives in comparative
form, sharply defining the issues and providing a clear basis
for choice? [40 CFR 1502.14 and Recommendations, p.31]

1.8.0 FORMAT, GENERAL DOCUMENT QUALITY, USER-FRIENDLINESS

1.8.1  Is the EIS written precisely and concisely, using plain
language, and defining any technical terms that must be
used? [10 CFR 1021.301(b); Recommendations, p.36]

1.8.2  Is information in tables and figures consistent with
information in the text and appendices? [Recommendations,
p.35]

1.8.3  Is the metric system of units used (with
English units in parentheses) to the extent possible?
[DOE G 1430.1D; Recommendations, p.35]

1.8.4  Are the units consistent throughout the document?
[Recommendations, p.35]

1.8.5  Are technical terms defined, using plain language,
where necessary? [10 CFR 1021.301(b);
Recommendations, p.36]

1.8.6  If scientific notation is used, is an explanation
provided? [Recommendations, p.35]

1.8.7  If regulatory terms are used, are they
consistent with their regulatory definitions?
[Recommendations, p.37]

1.8.8  Does the EIS use conditional language
(i.e., “would” rather than “will”) in describing the proposed
action and alternatives and their potential consequences?
[Recommendations, p.39]

1.8.9  Are graphics and other visual aids used whenever
possible to simplify the EIS? [Recommendations, p.34]

1.8.10  Are abbreviations and acronyms defined the first
time they are used?

1.8.11  Is the use of abbreviations and acronyms minimized
to the extent practical?
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LIST 1: GENERAL YES  NO N/A EIS
PAGE

ADEQUACY

EVALUATION

AND COMMENTS

1.8.12  Does the EIS make appropriate use of appendices
(e.g., for material prepared in connection with the EIS and
related environmental reviews, substantiating material,
official communications, and descriptions of
methodologies)? [40 CFR 1502.18 and 1502.24;
Recommendations, p.33]

1.8.13  Do the appendices support the content and
conclusions contained in the main body of the EIS?
[Recommendations, p.33]

1.8.14  Is there a discussion of the relationship between this
EIS and related DOE NEPA documents?

1.8.15  Is the issue date (month and year of approval) on the
cover?

1.9.0 OTHER REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

1.9.1  Unless there is a compelling reason to do otherwise,
does the EIS include a:

table of contents?

index?

list of agencies, organizations, and persons to whom
copies of the EIS were sent?
[40 CFR 1502.10]

1.9.2  Does the EIS identify all federal permits, licenses,
and other entitlements that must be obtained in
implementing the proposal? [40 CFR 1502.25(b)]

1.9.3.  Does the EIS identify methodologies used in the
analyses, include references to sources relied upon for
conclusions, and provide documentation or references to
documentation for methodologies?
[40 CFR 1502.24]

1.9.4  If a cost-benefit analysis has been prepared, is it
incorporated by reference or appended to the EIS? [40 CFR
1502.23]

1.9.5  If this EIS adopts, in whole or in part, a NEPA
document prepared by another federal agency, has DOE
independently evaluated the information? [40 CFR 1506.3]

1.9.6  Does the EIS appropriately use incorporation by
reference, i.e.:

is the information up to date?

is the information summarized in the EIS?

are cited references publicly available?
[40 CFR 1502.21; Recommendations,
pp.14 and 37]
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