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U.S. DEPARTHMENT OF ENERGY
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT | NPACT _ .
AMMURITION STORAGE FPACILITY AT THE SAVANMAHRIVER SITEY
AIKEN, 50UTH CAROLINA

AGeNcY:U. S. Departnent of Energy
ACTION: Finding of No Significant Impact

SUMMARY ; The Departnment of Epergy (DOE) has prepared an
Envi ronnental - Assessment (EA), DOE/EA-0810, for the proposed
construction and oper ati on ofan Amrmunition Storage Facility at the
Savannah River Site (SRS), A ken, South carolina. Based on t he
anal yses in the &A, DOE ha8 determined t hat the proposed action is
aot a major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of
the human environnment, Wwthin the neaning of the Natiocnal
Eavi ronntat al Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. Therefore, the
preparation Of an environmental impact statement is notrequired

andDOE is issuing this Finding of Ne Significant |npact (FONSI).

PUBL|I CAVAILABILITY:

Copies of the eaAand FONSI are available from

Mc. Kal E. Goodw n

u. S DePartrrent of Ener%%/

O fice O Processing and React or Facilities ’ -
19901 Gernmantown Road

Ger mant own, Maryland 20874

Phone: (301) 903-5498

Tor fur«ter information ON the NEPA process, contact:

-

Ms. Carol Borgstrom

0. S. Departnent Of Energy

Ofice of NEPA Oversight

1000 Independence Avenue, S. W.~

Washingrton, D.C. 20585 i
2rone  (202) 586-4600 or (so0) 472-2756 . !
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BACKGROUND DOE maintairs an arned and uniformed protective fOrce
at SRS to provide security support services which include patrol

gquard, and monitoring activities. A safe, secure facility is
reeded f o r the storage of weapons, small arme anmunition, and
expl osi ves. The present facility does not comply W th the

applicable requirenents and has been cited with seven occupationa

safety. violations by DCE safety engineers.

PROPOSED ACTION: The proposed action involves the construction and
operatioa of a new, safe and secure weapons, small arnms ammunition
and expl osive storage facility to replace the existing facility,
the Building 217-F vault. The proposed Ammunition Storage Facility
would b€ constructed ON a two-acre siteadj acent to the southwest
corner of 3-area, |ocated approximately three ml|es from the

nearest SRS site boundary.

Munitions would be stored 4im shipping containers Within the
proposed facility andinclude live and blank small arns amunition

(.45 caliber or Less), snoke and tear gas grenades, fuses aad high

expl osi ves (less than s0 pounds). The proposed facility woul d -

provide three small 500 square-foot, earth covered, corrugated
steel, arch-type reinforced CONCrete ammunition St Orage magazines
and one snall 220 square-foot weapons storage building. T&e
facility would be fenced and surrounded by a 250~ to 500-f oot

buffer tone. T&e maximum pl anned munitions storage of the '-new -
facilitzy would be 177 pounds net expl osive wei ght and 29,000 pounds
zotal physical wei ght; however, it would be designed to a storage

capacity of 500,000 pounds net explosive weight.
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ALTERNATIVES: =g addition t0 the proposed action, DOE coneidercd
the f0llowingalternacivest O the proposed action of constructing
and operating@N Ammunition StOrage Facility at SRs: (1) moaction;
(2) construct the storage facility using aboveground, prefabricated
aetal structures permanently installed on coacrete pads; and (3)

construct the propoeed facility at an alternate SRS | ocati on.

The no action alternative woul d encompass continuing the storage of
munitions and explosives i N an existing building not designed for
that: usc, thereby resulting in a failure to neet DOE requirenents
for storage of such materials. The second alternative woul d
require maintaining approximately tw ce the anount of buffer zoae
t o achieve the same | evel of safety as the proposed earth-covered
concrete design. The |ast alternative would not be as desirable or
efficient as the proposed action of locating the storage facility

adjacent to the existing operations and training facilities.

ERVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS : The proposed action woul d take place in an
already cleared, level area adjacent to a previously dcvcl opcd area
on SRS. St andard best nmanagenent practicee and comstruction
materials would be utilized in the facility's construction. No
environnental pernmts would be required for thi8 action. Ho
environmentally 6ensitive areab Or aatural resources such as
hi storical or archaeological Sites, eodangered species Or their

sabitats, Ol wetlands Woul d be affected.

The proposed action would provide the safe, secure storage of
cl osed DOT- approved shi ppi ng contai ners hol di ngweapons, small arms
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ammucition, and explosives is @ small SRS facility. Tris action
would be beneficial W th respect CO safety since it would reduce
the potestial hazards resulting fromcontinued use Of the exiating
storage facility. The proposed facility deaigan woul d adhereto
strict occupational safety and physical security criteria to
mitigate the potential for accidental explosion, sabotags, Or
theft. The propoeed facility would have no pernanent personael and

< 0us

be sited so that no adjacent facilities woudbe affected should -

the unlikely eventof an expl osion involving ail of the etored

material OCCUTI .

DETERMIMATION: Based on the information and analyses ia t he EA,
DCE nhas determned that the proposed construction and 'operation of
t he Ammunition St orage Facility at SRS does notconstitute amajor
Federal act i on significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment within the mneaning of NEPA, Therefore, an
environmental inpact statenent for the proposed action is not

required.

| ssued at Wiehington, D.C., this dzdday of Aov. = 1992.

A

PaullL. Ziemer, Ph. D.
Assistant Secretary
Eavironment, . Safety andHeal th




