
NA-LA° NEPA COMPLIANCE OFFICER (NCO) COMPLIANCE DETERMINATION FORM 
LAN No: 17-08 

PROJECT/ACTIVITY TITLE: Los Alamos 
County Reservoir Waterline Replacement Project 

Accession No: 22767 

PRID No: 17P-0089 

Date: October 25, 2017 

PURPOSE: Los Alamos County (County) Department of Public Utilities proposes to replace the irreparably 
damaged original 10" steel non-potable water line from the Los Alamos Canyon Reservoir to the Los Alamos 
Townsite so that the storm water runoff from Los Alamos Canyon watershed may be claimed and utilized by 
the County. Approximately 2,880 linear feet (If) of the 7,200 lf pipeline corridor would cross Department of 
Energy (DOE) lands via an existing easement. The Federal action triggering a NEPA review is the proposed 
pipeline construction within the DOE and United States Forest Service (FS) easement and Special Use Permit 
respectively, with the County and, when completed, County maintenance and operation of the County owned 
and operated pipeline on DOE and FS lands. 

Location: The pipeline would originate at the Project Contact: Cassandra Begay, NA-LA Utilities & 
existing Los Alamos Canyon Reservoir dam control Sustainability Program Manager, (505) 665-4246 
valve and extend approximately 7,200 lf down Los 
Alamos Canyon (eastward) to reconnect to the 
existing 10" pipeline that continues to the Los 
Alamos Townsite. Starting from the Los Alamos 
Canyon Reservoir dam control valve and running 
east, approximately 4,320 If of the pipeline route is 
on FS land within the Santa Fe National Forest, 
Espanola Ranger District. The remainder of the 
pipeline route is within DOE land via an existing 
easement with Los Alamos Countv. See Figure I. 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) COVERAGE: Department of Energy National 
Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures 10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1021, Appendix B to 
Subpart D of Part 1021-Categorical Exclusions Applicable to Specific Agency Actions: 

B5.4 Repair or replacement of pipelines 

Repair, replacement, upgrading, rebuilding, or minor relocation of pipelines within existing rights-of­
way, provided that the actions are in accordance with applicable requirements (such as Army Corps of 
Engineers permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act). Pipelines may convey materials 
including, but not limited to, air, brine, carbon dioxide, geothermal system fluids, hydrogen gas, natural 
gas, nitrogen gas, oil, produced water, steam, and water. 

The FS has concluded that the proposed action on FS lands is categorically excluded from documentation 
in an environmental impact statement or an environmental assessment and a decision memo is not required. 
The Special Use Permit will be modified accordingly with no further NEPA action required. 

BACKGROUND 
The original 10" non-potable water pipeline that was aligned in the streambed downstream from the Los County 
Reservoir in Los Alamos Canyon was destroyed from floods due to the lack of vegetation caused by the Cerro 
Grande and Las Conchas wildfires. 
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