
Attachment 7 

SITEWIDE CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR MINOR ROAD AND UTILITY 
ALTERATIONS, PACIFIC NORTHWEST NATIONAL LABORATORY SITE, 

RICHLAND, WASHINGTON 

Proposed Action: 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Pacific Northwest Site Office (PNSO) proposes 
to conduct minor alteration, repair, ~lacement, or relocation of roads, pathways, and 
utilities such as water, sewer, electriCIty, natura1g8S, and communications lines. 

Location of Action: 
The proposed action would largely occur on the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
(PNNL) Site, within or near existing road and utility easements. Tie-ins to nearby offsite 
road and utility distribution points are occasionally necessary and are included in the 
scope of this categorical exclusion (CX). 

Description 01 tbe Proposed Action: 
The proposed action would be to conduct: 

• Minor alteration, repair, extension, or expansion of existing roads and pathways 
within or near existing road easements to improve safety, maintenance, access, and 
connectivity between facilities. Note that substantial road widening and realignment 
would require additional DOE National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review. 

• Minor alteration, extension, upgrade, or relocation of aboveground and 
belowground utilities within or near existing utility easements on the PNNL Site, 
including tie-ins to nearby offsite distribution points as necesS8l)'. 

These activities would generally serve existing and new facilities located on the PNNL 
Site or, when funded by DOE, within the footprint of the larger PNNL campus. This ex 
would also support necessary minor road or utility a1teratiODS proposed by other 
organizations (e.g., City of Richland or Benton County) within existing easements on the 
PNNLSite. 

The proposed action would also include reasonably foreseeable actions necessary to 
implement the road and utility alterations, such as personnel, equipment, and material 
staging, management of temporary piles of dirt/debris from excavatioD, location of 
temporary support structures (e.g., utility connections, sanitary facilities, and office 
trailers), exploratory digging, interaction with City of Richland personnel, equipment 
maintenance. and award of grants and contracts. 

Any excavation would comply with requirements for excavation safety. For example, 
requiJements to avoid underground utilities, protect cultural and biological resources, and 
implement excavation safety requirements. 

Biological and CulCUral Resources; 

It is not likely that minor road and utility modifications would result in adverse impacts 
to sensitive biological or cultural resources. However, when special project 
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circumstances warrant it, biological and cultural resource reviews would be conducted to 
assure that impacts to sensitive resources are avoided and minimized. 

Biological resource reviews would assure that impacts to sensitive biological resources 
are avoided. These reviews would identify the occurrence of federal and state protected 
species in the project area such as avian species protected under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act (MBTA); plant and animal species protected under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA), including candidates for such protection; and species listed as threatened or 
endangered by the state of Washington. Resource review recommendations would be 
followed to assure there are no adverse impacts to sensitive species and resources. 

Cultural resource reviews would assure that impacts to sensitive cultural resources are 
avoided. Impact avoidance and mitigative measures would be implemented as stipulated 
by the resource review. Tagged historical artifacts would not be damaged. If 
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office and/or affected tribes is deemed 
necessary, it would be initiated before project implementation. 

Categorical Exclusion to Be AppUed: 
As the proposed action is to support the minor alteration oC roads and utilities, the 
Collowing CXs as listed in the NEPA implementing procedures, 10 CFR 1021, would 
apply: 

Bl .3 Routine maintenance activities and custodial services for buildings, structures, 
rights-or-way, infrastructures (including, but not limited to pathways, roads, 
and railroads), vehicles and equipment, and localized vegetation and pest 
control, during which operations may be suspended and resumed, provided that 
the activities would be conducted in a manner in accordance with applicable 
requirements. Custodial services are activities to preserve facility appearance, 
working conditions, and sanitation (such as cleaning, window washing, lawn 
mowing, trash collection, painting, and snow removal) ...... Routine 
maintenance activities include, but are not limited to: 

(e) Plumbing, electrical utility, lighting and telephone service repair or 
replacement; 

(h) Repair of road embankments; 

B 1.7 Acquisition, installation, operation, modification, and removal of electricity 
transmission control and monitoring devices for grid clemand and response, 
communication systems, data processing equipmen~ and similar electronic 
equipment 

B 1 .13 Construction, acquisition, and relocation consistent with applicable right-of-way 
conditions and approved land use or transportation improvement plans, of 
pedestrian walkways and trails. bicycle paths, small outdoor fitness areas, and 
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short oDSite access roads and rail lines (such as branch and spur lines). 

B 1.32 Traffic flow adjustments to existing roads('mcluding, but not limited to, stop 
sign or traffic light installation, adjusting direction oftraftic flow, and adding 
tuming lanes), and road adjustments (including, but not limited to, widening and 
realignment) that are within an existing right-of-way and consistent with 
approved land use or transportation improvement plans. 

84.7 Adding fiber optic cables to transmission &Cilities or burying fiber optic cable 
in existing powerline or pipeline rights-of-way. Covered actions may include 
associated vaults and pulling and tensioning sites outside of rights-of-way in 
nearby previously disturbed or developed areas. 

EIIgIbWty Criteria: 

The proposed activity meets the eligibility criteria of 10 CFR 1021.41 O(b) because the 
proposed action does not have any extraordinary circumstances that might affect the 
significance of the environmental etiects, is not connected to other actions with 
potentially significant impacts [40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)], is not related to other actions 
with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts 
[40 CPR 1508.21(b)(7)], and is not precluded by 40 CPR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 
concerning limitations on actions during EIS preparation. 
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The "Integral Elements" of 10 CFR 1021 are satisfied as discussed below: 
INTEGRAL ELEMENTS,IO CPR 1021, SUBPART D, APPENDIX B (1)-(5) 
WOULD 11IB PROPOSBD AcnON: BVAWAnON: 

11uaten a violation ofappUcable 1CIduIoIy. reguIaIoaZ' or 
permit requImnents for environment. safety. and h h? 

The ptGposed acdon would not tlueatea a violation 
ofre8uf8tlons or DOE or aecutlve orders. 

Require sltlnS and consIrUctlon or mldor =ion ofwasce No waste manaaement fIu:Ilitles would be 
storaae. dlspoSll, recovery, or lratment Ii ilies? construc:tecl under dais ex. Anyacaeralcd waste 

would be manapd In accordance wilb =e 
repillions in cX.fsdna flIdlflies. WIlSIe 
pathways are idenli:=C::' gcncradng wate and 
waste Bencradon Is 

Disturb huardous substances, poUutlJlts. or CODIIminants No precxisdnS baDrdous subs1ances. pollutants, 
that preexist in dae environment such 1hat there would be or contamiaanls would be dIstwbed In I manner 
unconll'Olled or unpermitted releases? that results in unconll'OlIed or unpermitted 

releases. 

Have the potential to cause significant Impacts on No environmentally sensltlvo resources would 
environmentally sensitive resources •• including, but not be adversely aff'ected. Resource reviews would 
limited, to: be conducted for special circumstances. Refer 

• ptOleded historiclan:haeoloalcal resources 
to the Biologieal and CUltural Resources section 
for details regarding the applicalion of cultural 

• protected bioloaical resources and habitat and biological resoun:e reviews. 

• jurisdictional wetlands, lOG-year noodplains Thc!troposed action would not adversely affect 
• Federal· or S1aIeodeslpated parks and wildlife refuses, n plains, wetlands reaulated under the Clean 

Water Ad, national monuments or other specially wilderness areas, wild and scenic rivers. national desl:r:::ed areas. ~me agricultural lands, or monuments, marine sanctuaries, national natunIl 
landmarks, and scenic areas. spec sources a water. 

Involve genetically engineered orpnlsms. synthetic 
The proposed action would not involve the use of 
genetically cnslneeml orpnisms. S)'Rthetlc 

bl~, sovcmmentally desipatcd noxious weeds, or biology. govcmmen~ desfsnated noxious 
In ve species? weeds or invasive sp es, unless the proposed 

activity would be contained or connned In a 
manner designed and operated to prevent 
unauthorized release Into the environment and 
conducted in accordance with applicable 
requirements. 
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Checklist 8ummarizlDg EDviroDmeatallmpacts: The following checklist summarizes 
enWomnentai impacts that were considered when preparing this ex detennination. 

. d· d .•. th foll· th h kl·st Answers to relevant Questions are exnlame an etal In etext oWIng ec ec I . 
YES NO 

Would tile propOled actloa: 
1 Result in more than minimal air impacts? X 

2 IDCIeISe offsite radladon dose measurably? X 

3 RequiIe a radiotoaicat work permit? X 

4 Cause more dian 8 millor or temporary increase in noise level? X 

S Discbuge any liquids to the environment? X , Require a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures plan? X 

7 RequIre an excavation permit (e.g.. for test pits, wells, utility installation)? X 

8 Disturb an undeveloped area? X 

9 Use carcinogens, hazardous, or toxic chemicalslmaterials? X 

10 Involve hazardous, radioactive, polychlorinated biphenyl, or asbestos waste? X 

II Require environmental permits? X 

ExpJaaadoD8: 

t. Only insignificant air impacts would be expected, as minor road and utility 
installations might result in localized dust and fumes from equipment. Dust 
abatement measures would be employed as necessary, using water applications or 
other means of dust and erosion suppression, and would be compliant with 
applicable permits, local, state, and federal regulations, DOE orders, and PNNL 
guidelines. 

3. Activities performed in radiologically controlled areas would be perfonned in 
compliance with as low as reasonably achievable principles, applicable state and 
federal regulations, DOE Orders, and PNNL guidelines. The radiation received by 
workers during the performance of activities would be administratively controlled 
below DOE limits as defined in 10 CPR 835.202(a). Under nonna! circumstances, 
those limits control individual radiation exposure to below an annual effective dose 
equivalent of 5 rem. 

5. It is possible that alterations of sewer and water supply lines might result in minor 
and short-term liquid discharges. During road and utility upgrade or maintenance 
activities, there might be minor quantities of liquid emuents, for example, water 
applications to control dust and cleanup rinse water. Depending upon the emuent 
quality and location, emuents would be discharged to the ground or contained for 
treatment in accordance with applicable environmental requirements. Should 
concrete wastewater be generated, it would be managed in accordance with the 
Washington State Department of Ecology regulations and the Stormwater 
Management Manual for Eastern Washington. Bmuents would be managed in 
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accordance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations. PNNL requirements 
and best management practices. 

7. Minor road and utility alterations might require excavation permits. Stipulations in 
the excavation pennit to minimize potential impacts to safety and the environment 
would be followed. 

8. Disturbance of undeveloped areas is not expected. as all activities would occur 
within existing road and utility easements or within other previously disturbed areas 
where active utilities and roads in the vicinity are readily accessible. If proposed 
activities are located on or cause impacts to sensitive species or their habitats. such 
as old-growth sagebrush, additional NEPA would be required. Additional NEPA 
review would be required for activities on the Hanford Reach National Monument; 
within ~-mile of the Columbia River; other sensitive environments. including 
wedands. IOO-year floodplains, critical habitats, and areas of traditional cultural 
properties or properties of historic, archeological. or architectural significance. 

9. Although unlikely, proposed activities might involve the use of carcinogens, 
hazardous and/or toxic chemicals and materials. For example, excavation 
equipment might contain or require the use of chemicals such as antifteeze, 
hydraulic fluids, or fuel. In addition, road and utility alteration activities might 
require the use of adhesives. cleaning solvents, and other potentially toxic 
substances. Project inventories would be maintained at the lowest practicable 
levels, and chemical wastes would be recycled, neutralized, or regenerated if 
possible. Product substitution (use of less toxic chemicals in place of more toxic 
chemicals) would be considered where reasonable. 

10. Road and utility alterations might generate hazardous or possibly radioactive waste 
(if alterations must be conducted in a contaminated area). such as excess wire, 
conduit, and pipe. If unrecyclable, such wastes would be characterized, handled, 
packaged, transported. treated, stored, andlor disposed of in existing Hanford Site 
or omite treatment, storage, and disposal facilities in accordance with applicable 
local, state. and federal regulations, DOB Orders and guidelines. 

II. Although not expected during most minor road and utility alteration activities, the 
following types of permits, plans, and notifications might be required for some 
activities: 

• Notifications or approvals might be required &om the Benton Clean Air 
Authority to use a temporary and portable air-pollution source, e.g., 
equipment using internal combustion engines such as excavation equipment 
and portable electric generators. 

• An erosion and sediment control plan might be required by the City of 
Richland for construction activities that might result in substantial erosion or 
sediment generation. 

• Any discharge of wastewater to ground must be reviewed before being 
discharged to detennine if it meets Washington State Groundwater Quality 
Criteria, if it requires permitting under Washington State Waste Discharge 
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regulations (Washington Administrative Code 173-216), and/or if it meets 
applicable purgewater discharge requirements. 

• A Stonnwater Pollution Prevention Plan, permitting, or implementation of 
best management practices might be required if stonnwater generated during 
construction activities is conveyed, either directly or indirectly, to a surface 
water. 

CompHanee Action: 

I have detennined that the proposed action satisfies the DOE NEPA eligibility criteria 
and integral elements, does not pose extraordinary circumstances, and meets the 
requirements for the ex referenced above. Therefore, using the authority delegated to 

. me by DOB Order 451.18, Change 2, I have detennined that the proposed action may be 
categorically excluded from further NEPA review and documentation. 

Signature: ~~~ 
Theresa L. Aldridge 
PNSO NEPA Compliance Officer 

00: JA Stegen, PNNL 

Date: ~/ /~"'/IY ---.;...-...;.....;--
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