
 

 

  

  

  

    

 

          

        

      

             
         

               
 

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y T r e a s u r e H u n t 

A t H o m e 
Carry out your own Sustainability Treasure Hunt at home! Follow these 
tips to uncover energy saving doubloons during family bonding time. 

A r o u n d t h e h o u s e 
Explore your home together and look for the following: 

Are there lights, computers, or other appliances that have been left on and are not in use? 
Are there chargers plugged into the wall that are not in use? Unplug them, turn them off or use 
power management to activate a low power mode when not in use. Many appliances or electronic 
devices draw "vampire loads," consuming electricity even when they're powered off. 
Are any rooms too cold or too hot? Check your temperature set points and make sure the 
thermostat is not set at a very high or low temperature. 
Are any of your faucets leaking? Make sure the handle is closed. If needed, use a wrench or replace. 
Is air leaking from your windows or doors? Feel for cold air with your hands when it's cold outside 
or hold a candle near your window or door when it's windy. If the flame moves horizontally, you have a 
leak. Consider weatherstripping or caulking. 
Are you recycling plastic film? Designate a space to collect plastic films and recycle them on your 
next trip to the grocery store (find collection location near you here). 
Do you have green space? Consider planting a garden together as a family. 

K i t c h e n 
Take a look at your refrigerator: 

What is your fridge's temperature? How about your freezer? 
Keep your fridge between 35˚–38˚F and your freezer at 0˚F for efficiency. 
Is your refrigerator door seal airtight? 
Close the door over a piece of paper or dollar bill so half is inside and the other half is outside. 
If you can easily pull it out, you should adjust your latch or replace the seal. 
Are there a few inches between the fridge and the wall? 
Leave a few inches between the wall and the fridge so the condenser can get fresh air. See your owner's 
manual for the correct distance. 
Remember to keep the door closed as much as possible! 

Source: DOE Energy Saver: https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/ 

https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver


 

 

 

 

       
 

  

 

 

 

 

         
     

         
     
     

        
    

       
       

        

    

  

   

  

    

  

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y T r e a s u r e H u n t 

A t H o m e 
Tips for general energy savings in the kitchen: 

Scrape any food residue from your dishes instead of rinsing or hand washing before 
putting into the dishwasher. You could save nearly 5,000 gallons a year! 
Let dishes air dry in the dishwasher instead of using the heated dry setting. 
Keep the faucet on the cold position when using small amounts of water. 
Keeping it on the hot position draws hot water, even if it doesn't reach the faucet. 
Cover pots and pans while you cook. 
Your food will cook faster and use less energy. 
Use smaller appliances like a microwave oven, electric pressure cookers, microwave 
ovens, or convection ovens instead of your large stove or oven. 
These use less energy and will save on cooling costs in summer months. 
Turn kitchen lights off when not in use. 
These are some of the most used lights in your house! 

L a u n d r y R o o m 
Check your washer and dryer settings: 

Is the default water temperature set to hot? 
Consider "warm" or "cold" settings to save half or 
more in energy use! 
Do you have a high speed or extended spin 
cycle for your washer? 
Adding this to your cycle will remove extra 
moisture, lowering your drying time. 
Does your utility have a time-of-day program? 
These programs offer lower energy costs at certain 
times of day. Contact your utility to learn more. 

More tips for energy savings: 
Wash full loads of laundry or use a small load 
setting to lower water use. 
Right size your dryer load: too big or too small 
will result in more energy use. 
Air dry items when you can. 
Switch loads when the dryer is warm to take 
advantage of heat for drying. 
Use dryer balls to separate clothes for increased 
air flow and they will dry more quickly. 
Keep your lint trap clean for safety and energy 
efficiency. 

In addition to these tips, consider a home energy audit. Many states and utilities offer free 
audits with incentives toward energy conservation measures. Learn more about home 
energy audits here. 

Source: DOE Energy Saver: https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/ 

https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/weatherize/home-energy-audits
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Sustainability Treasure Hunt at Home 508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



