CERTIFICATION AND COMPETENCY TESTING APPENDIX

CERTIFICATION OPTIONS:
Many State weatherization programs employ certifications as part of their training programs. Most of these certifications require attendees to attend a training course and pass an exam administered by the trainer. 
Other certifications are administered by independent training entities, such as the Building Performance Institute (BPI) and Home Energy Rating System (HERS). 
The Building Performance Institute (BPI) offers certifications for Building Analyst Professional, Envelope Professional, Manufactured Housing Professional, Heating Professional, and A/C or Heat Pump Professional. To become certified through BPI, a candidate must pass a written test and a field test by scoring 70% or higher. BPI certification courses are taught by BPI Affiliates whose training aligns with BPI’s Knowledge Areas, BPI’s Knowledge Essentials Task Lists, and BPI’s National Standards. Re-certification is required every 3 years. www.bpi.org 
Home Energy Rating System (HERS) is a certification designed by the Residential Energy Services Network (RESNET). HERS helps to identify a building’s energy performance and makes recommendations for improvements. A prospective HERS Rater must complete RESNET Accredited Rater training provided by a RESNET Accredited Rating Provider. HERS Rater candidates must also pass an online exam with a score of 80% or higher and perform two HERS ratings using computer software operations in the presence of HERS trainers. RESNET offers a Rater Field Inspector certification as well. A Rater Field Inspector candidate must pass an exam with a minimum score of 80%. http://www.natresnet.org
The Association of Energy Engineers (AEE) offers a Certified Energy Auditor (CEA) accreditation. Certified Energy Auditors have completed an auditing seminar and passed a four-hour written exam with a score of 70% or better, in addition to satisfying stringent education/experience prerequisites–either a four-year engineering degree plus a minimum of three years of work experience in energy management or auditing, a four-year degree in an unrelated field with five years of auditing or energy management experience, a two-year degree with eight years’ experience, or ten years of work experience in the energy field. CEA's must be re-certified every three years. http://www.aeecenter.org
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) is overseen by the U.S. Green Buildings Council. LEED has a certification process for new construction, and a certification process for existing buildings called LEED-EB. Upon successful completion of the accreditation process, an individual can become a LEED AP or a LEED Green Associate. LEED AP accreditation has three tiers and requires candidates to pass a series of LEED exams. The first tier is LEED Green Associate. The second tier is LEED Accredited Professional with specialty and has five separate exams. As of June 2010, the standards for the third tier had not been determined. LEED certification is valid for 2 years. To become certified as a LEED Green Associate, the student must complete 15 hours in the biennial Credential Maintenance Program with a minimum of 3 hours centered on LEED, and pass an exam. LEED-accredited persons must renew their LEED certification every 2 years through the accumulation of continuing education (CE) credits. LEED APs must earn 30 CE hours biennially (6 of which must be LEED-specific hours) and LEED Green Associates must earn 15 CE hours biennially (3 of which must be LEED-specific hours). www.usgbc.org 
A plethora of private companies offer energy audit training and certification. A comprehensive list would be too lengthy to include here, but as an example, two such companies are CMC Energy Services and Denby Energy. CMC Energy Services offers BPI-certified training and Denby Energy offers several different packages of energy auditing training and certification. 
The Energy Audit Institute (EAI) offers online energy audit training and certification. EAI’s training programs are based on U.S. Department of Energy standards. A trainee must pass an online exam to be certified. http://energyauditinstitute.com  
STATE-LEVEL CERTIFICATIONS:
Many states offer Home Performance with ENERGY STAR (www.energystar.gov/homeperformance) and other programs that provide certification for auditors. These programs are often run by local utilities or state agencies. 
Alaska  The Alaska Building Science Network (ASBN) oversees state certification for Energy Raters, who are qualified to perform energy ratings on new homes and energy audits on existing homes. An AKWarm Certified Energy Rater has undergone 2 years or 4,000 hours of relevant education, taken a Cold Climate Home Building Course or its approved equivalent, attended an Air Tightness/Blower Door Certification workshop, and then completed a comprehensive Home Energy Rater course conducted by ABSN. An AKWarm Rater's first five audits or ratings are reviewed by ASBN. Sixteen credit-hours of continued education approved by ASBN is required every 2 years for re-certification. http://www.absn.com/index.cfm
Arizona  Arizona has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through the Foundation for Senior Living. To find a certified auditor, a homeowner simply fills out a form on FSL's Website and the Arizona Home Performance program will send them a list. http://www.azhomeperformance.com
California  California has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through the California Building Performance Contractors' Association Another program, unique to California, is CHEERS (California Home Energy Efficiency Rating Services), a non-profit certification provider that follows RESNET HERS standards. http://www.cbpca.org, http://www.cheers.org
Colorado – Colorado’s Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through Xcel Energy that provides a list of certified contractors. http://www.xcelenergy.com/Colorado/Residential/Programs_Resources/Pages/Home_Performance_Rebate.aspx
Connecticut  Connecticut subsidizes energy audits provided by the State's utilities - Connecticut Light and Power and the United Illuminating Company. The Home Energy Solutions program, administered by the utilities, oversees the certification of vendors (auditors) in collaboration with the Connecticut Office of Policy and Management.  http://www.cl-p.com/home/saveenergy/rebates/homeenergysolutions.aspx
Delaware – Delaware’s Home Performance program, Delaware Energy An$wers, provides a directory of home performance contractors. http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/services/Pages/EnergyAn$wersHomePerformance.aspx
Florida – The State of Florida has no program in place, though Gainesville Regional Utilities is a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR partner. http://www.gru.com/YourHome/Conservation/Energy/Rebates/homePerformance.jsp
Georgia  Although there is no statewide program, a number of Georgia utilities offer Home Performance with ENERGY STAR programs, including Southface, Georgia Power, and Jackson Electric Membership Corp. http://www.southfacehomeperformance.com, http://www.georgiapower.com/energystar/home_performance.asp, http://www.jacksonemc.com/energystar 
Idaho  Idaho has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program. http://www.homeperformance.idaho.gov
Iowa – Iowa offers a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through Alliant Energy for customers in Mt. Vernon, Lisbon and Grinnell and through Black Hills Energy for various zip codes. http://www.alliantenergy.com/Extras/025039, http://www.blackhillsenergy.com
Illinois – Illinois has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through the Tri-County Construction Labor-Management Council (TRICON) http://www.betterhomeperformance.us/main.cfm?section=welcome
Kansas  The Kansas Building Science Institute offers an intensive two-week Weatherization Inspector/Auditor training course that covers building science principles, combustion appliance inspection procedures, and blower door air leakage testing. This course is also intended to serve as preparation for BPI's Building Analyst certification exam. Because the State weatherization program does not require BPI certification, some auditors may have taken this class or KBSI's RESNET Energy Rater class without obtaining certification from either organization. http://www.kansasbuildingscience.com
Maine  Maine has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through Efficiency Maine as well as a Maine Housing Authority auditor-certification program. The Maine Housing Authority's course is an intensive 2-week, 80-hour training program, followed by a two-part certification exam. http://www.efficiencymaine.com
Maryland  Maryland has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program. http://www.mdhomeperformance.org
Massachusetts  Massachusetts has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through MassSave. http://www.masssave.com 
Michigan – Michigan has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through Consumers Energy. http://www.consumersenergy.com
Minnesota – Minnesota has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through Xcel Energy. http://www.xcelenergy.com/MINNESOTA/RESIDENTIAL/PROGRAMS_RESOURCES/Pages/Home_Performance_Rebate.aspx
Missouri  The Missouri Department of Natural Resources manages certification for energy auditors. To qualify, an auditor must be BPI or RESNET certified or, at the DNR's discretion, trained by another approved program. Energy auditors in business before 2009 can receive a one-year provisional certification. http://www.dnr.mo.gov/homeperformance
Nevada  Nevada has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program called HomeFree Nevada. http://www.homefreenevada.org 
New Jersey  New Jersey has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through NJ Clean Energy. http://www.njcleanenergy.com/residential/programs/home-performance-energy-star/home-performance-energy-star-r
New York  New York has Home Performance with ENERGY STAR programs through the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority and the Long Island Power Authority. http://www.getenergysmart.org/SingleFamilyHomes/ExistingBuilding/HomeOwner/Participate.aspx, http://www.lipower.org/residential/efficiency/programs/homeperformance.html
North Carolina – Advanced Energy http://www.advancedenergy.org 
Oregon  Oregon has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through the Energy Trust of Oregon. http://energytrust.org/residential/evaluate-your-home/home-performance-energy-star 
Pennsylvania  Pennsylvania has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through PA Home Energy. http://www.pahomeenergy.com/homePerformance/index.html 
Rhode Island – Rhode Island offers Home Energy Services through National Grid. http://www.nationalgridus.com/narragansett/home/energyeff/4_energy_svcs.asp
Texas  Texas has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through two utilities: Austin Energy and Oncor. http://www.austinenergy.com/Energy%20Efficiency/Programs/Rebates/Residential/Home%20Performance%20with%20Energy%20Star/index.htm, http://www.texassavesenergy.com
Vermont  Vermont has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through Efficiency Vermont. http://www.efficiencyvermont.com/pages/Residential/SavingEnergy/HomePerformanceWithENERGYST
Virginia – Virginia has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program in Northern Virginia and through the Local Energy Alliance Program. http://www.novahomeperformance.com, http://www.leap-va.org/residents.htm
Washington – Puget Sound Energy provides a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program for its customers. http://www.pse.com/solutions/foryourhome/Pages/HomePrint.aspx.
Wisconsin  Wisconsin has a Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program through Focus on Energy. http://www.focusonenergy.com/Residential/Home-Improvement/Home_Performance_ENERGY_STAR.aspx
Wyoming  The Wyoming Energy Council has a Wyoming Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program. To participate, a contractor must first be a Wyoming Energy Council approved contractor, and then attend the six-day training course provided by Wyoming Home Performance with ENERGY STAR. http://www.wyominghomeperformance.com

