SunShot Grand Challenge: Regional Test Centers (RTC) – Text Version
Below is the text version for the SunShot Grand Challenge: Regional Test Centers (RTC) video.
The video opens with a shot of a photovoltaic array, zooming out to a wide-open field, followed by various shots of the SolarTAC Regional Test Center. Joshua Stein (Technical Staff, Sandia Laboratories) appears onscreen.
Stein: Try to take a loan out for a billion dollars to build a utility-scale plant. If you can increase the confidence in the future energy production of that plant by a fraction of a percent, you can bring down your financing costs.
The words “Regional Test Centers – RTC” appear, along with “SunShot Grand Challenge: Summit and Technology Forum.”
Joshua Stein (Technical Staff, Sandia Laboratories) appears onscreen.
Stein: So Regional Test Facilities allow us to take technology developed in the lab and scale it up to a demonstration scale.
Sarah Kurtz (Principal Scientist, National Renewable Energy Laboratory [NREL]) appears onscreen.
Kurtz: So if you have a new product, and you put it out in, say, in the desert, but that product turns out to be sensitive to humidity and corrosion, you may get a very good result in the one location but find out later that the product has a problem in another.
Images of the SolarTAC Regional Test Center. Joshua Stein (Technical Staff, Sandia Laboratories) appears onscreen.
Stein: The fact that the RTCs are located in different locations is a key component to the program because it’s…different technologies will work better in different climates, but it’s important to actually validate those and verify.
Sarah Kurtz (Principal Scientist, National Renewable Energy Laboratory [NREL]) appears onscreen, followed by various images of photovoltaic testing in the field.
Kurtz: So we’ve created, now, between three and five test sites that companies will be able to deploy their projects …
Joshua Stein (Technical Staff, Sandia Laboratories) appears onscreen.
Stein: … so that investors can see the technology working, can compare it across a number of different climate zones, and gain confidence that the technology works.
Sarah Kurtz (Principal Scientist, National Renewable Energy Laboratory [NREL]) appears onscreen, followed by various images of photovoltaic material testing in a lab.
Kurtz: The SunShot will increase the number of factories in the U.S. manufacturing the products, but also it will help the community to be able to embrace the technology, reducing permitting costs and other soft costs that are related. It is a very exciting time. 
The words “Regional Test Centers – RTC” appear, along with “SunShot Grand Challenge: Summit and Technology Forum.”
