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Geothermal Technologies Office
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Todayõs Agenda

Topic Speaker

Biden-Harris administration priorities Kelly Speakes-Backman, Acting Assistant 

Secretary, EERE

News from the Hill

Office updates

Sue Hamm, GTO Director

Utah FORGE drilling highlights John McLennan, Univ. of Utah, Guest Speaker

FORGE R&D solicitations update Lauren Boyd, EGS Program Manager

SLOPE overview Sean Porse, DMA Program Manager

Megan Day, Senior Energy Planner, NREL

Kevin McCabe, Researcher, NREL

Geothermal Design Challenge 

Collegiate Competition

Elisabet Metcalfe, Acting Stakeholder Lead

Q&A Submit your question via WebEx chat

February 25, 2021 / 1:00-2:30 PM ET

Webinar topics or suggestions?  Contact us at: DOE.geothermal@ee.doe.gov
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Biden-Harris Administration Priorities

Kelly Speakes-Backman

Acting Assistant Secretary

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
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H.R. 133 --Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021

Authorizes:

ÅR&D for exploration technologies

ÅDemonstration of exploratory drilling technologies

ÅReservoir Thermal Energy Storage

ÅOil and Gas Technology Transfer Initiative

ÅCritical materials R&D

ÅFlexible operations of geothermal power plants

ÅIntegrated Energy Systems

ÅDrilling Data Repository

ÅThree (3) FORGE sites

Å EGS demonstrations

ÅGHP R&D

ÅDirect Use R&D

Å Education & outreach

Å Technical assistance

Å Advanced computing and machine learning

Å International partnerships

Å Update to geothermal resource assessments

Å Etcé

Section 3002: Advanced 

Geothermal Innovation Leadership 
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Geothermal Market Report & Multi-Year Performance Plan

Geothermal Market Report ðComing This Spring!
Å Produced in partnership with Geothermal Rising and the National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory.

Multi-Year Performance Plan ðComing This Spring!
Å Topic areas will include resource exploration, drilling and reservoir 

development, maximizing resource opportunities, and geothermalõs 

value to the future electricity grid.
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New Project: Cornell Earth Source Heat

Researchers at Cornell University have begun drilling at 2.5 km depth to verify conditions and test 

the viability of campus heating via low-temperature geothermal resources. This project includes 

the development of technical, regional, economic, and environmental success metrics. 

Image: Jeff Tester, Cornell University


