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Trump has vowed to make coal king again. How’s it going?
B y  H A N N A H  N O R T H E Y  ( H T T P S : / / W W W . E E N E W S . N E T / M E E T - T H E - T E A M / H A N N A H - N O R T H E Y / )  |  0 9 / 2 6 / 2 0 2 5  0 1 : 3 3  P M  E D T

Energy analysts say upticks in coal  production and demand are only temporary f luctuations,  despite the administration

barreling ahead with efforts to boost production and market share.

President  Donald  Trump s igns an execut ive  order  to  boost  the  coal  industry  at  the  White  House on Apr i l  8 .  Andrew Thomas /Midd le  Eas t

Images /AFP v ia  Get ty  Images

President Donald Trump is scoring political points on the right with his aggressive push to revive the struggling U.S. coal industry.

“It’s not just ‘drill baby drill,’ it’s also ‘diiig baby diiiig,’” Dagen McDowell, the host of Fox Business, said on “The Bottom Line” last month.

“The president [is] bringing coal back.”

Is he, really?
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Trump has made rescuing coal a top priority in his second term, something he promised and failed to do during his first term. The

administration is approving mining leases, fast-tracking permits for mines and forcing some coal-fired power plants

(https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/09/25/trump-energy-department-eyes-new-must-run-orders-for-power-plants-

ee-00580890) to remain open while exempting others from EPA rules. But since the Obama administration’s big crackdown, more than 300

power plants — the primary destination for U.S. coal — have stopped burning coal while coal production

(https://www.eia.gov/coal/annual/pdf/tableES1.pdf) has fallen by half since 2006.

Trump officials are pushing to reverse course; opening massive tracts of public land to coal mining, largely in the West; and quickly

approving projects that could yield more than 800 million additional tons of federal coal for power plants and export markets in states like

Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota and Utah.

The administration also plans to lift a Biden-era ban (https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-12672.pdf) on coal leasing in the

Powder River Basin, a region of rolling grasslands in southeastern Montana and northeastern Wyoming that pumps out 40 percent of the

nation’s coal but has seen production crater since the 1990s. It’s the United States’ main source of thermal coal to fuel power plants.

At the same time, DOE is trying to scrub coal’s dirty image; and offering up $200 billion in loans (https://www.energy.gov/articles/energy-

department-acts-unleash-american-coal-strengthening-coal-technology-and-securing) for infrastructure, including coal-powered electricity

generation. EPA also joined the fray, exempting a host of aging coal plants from federal environmental air and water regulations while

clawing back climate regulations.

“President Trump has expedited the expansion of beautiful, clean coal – a critical energy source that Joe Biden tried to eradicate under his

radical climate agenda,” Taylor Rogers, a White House spokesperson, said in a statement. “President Trump has unleashed coal because its

capabilities allow us to supply more energy, lower electricity prices, and stabilize the grid while creating thousands of high paying jobs.”

Pro-Trump coal boosters say an upswing has begun.

Production of thermal coal used for power generation and metallurgical coal for steelmaking is forecast to rise this year compared to the

prior year. At the same time, demand for coal to burn for electricity is also up, and coal-fired power plants are expected to generate 9

percent more power for all of 2025 compared with last year, the first year-over-year increase in coal generation since 2021, according to

federal data. They also point to eye-popping projections for electricity demand with the proliferation of data centers, and the growing string

of decisions in states like Arizona, Kentucky and New Mexico (https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/08/11/crushing-

power-demand-breathes-new-life-into-n-m-coal-plant-00499577) to delay the retirement of coal plants that need fuel from the Powder River

Basin.
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Coal-fired power fell 67% as utilities shifted to gas, renewables

Kilowatt-hours of net electricity generation, all sectors

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration

Claudine Hellmuth/POLITICO
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“Obviously, the demand is not where it was in the early 2000s but there is still demand,” said Travis Deti, executive director of the Wyoming

Mining Association, whose members include mining giants Peabody, Core Natural Resources and Navajo Transitional Energy. “We might not

have enough coal [leases] to meet the demand going forward,” said Deti.

Michelle Bloodworth, the president of America’s Power, a trade group representing coal interests, said her members want to preserve every

megawatt of existing coal-fired generation and argued those plants are needed for grid stability and make economic sense, especially when

the grid is strained. Some power plant owners, she said, are talking about building new facilities and making investments given the

forecasts for power demand and support from the Trump administration. The governor of coal-heavy West Virginia this week also called for

the construction (https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/09/15/morrisey-hypes-new-wv-coal-plants-to-power-ai-ew-

00563006) of new coal plants.

“There’s a lot of units that are not running, certainly at capacity,” she said. “There’s a lot you can do to make a coal plant, an existing coal

plant, almost a new cutting-edge technology. You just have to invest in it.”

But experts say the temporary upticks in coal production and demand aren’t proof of a bigger trend, and instead temporary fluctuations

driven by the price of gas and weather.

Andy Blumenfeld, a coal analyst at McCloskey by OPIS, said almost 8,000 megawatts of coal-fired generation are scheduled to either close or

shift to natural gas by the end of the year. That number includes a 1,500-MW plant in Michigan that the DOE has ordered to continue

(https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/08/21/trump-extends-order-forcing-mich-coal-plant-to-run-00517490) operating.

That downward power trend is extending into mining and leasing on federal land, where active coal leases in the U.S. have steadily declined

from almost 500 in the 1990s to about 280 two years ago, according to federal data (https://www.blm.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2024-

05/energy_coal_NationalCoalTable_FY23.xlsx). Blumenfeld also said coal miners in the Powder River Basin have already locked up 16

years’ worth of leasing and the administration isn’t likely to drive a surge of new activity.

Brendan Pierpont, director of electricity modeling at Energy Innovation, a nonpartisan energy and climate policy think tank, agreed. He said

coal is in a long-term structural decline that’s unlikely to ease even with Trump’s intervention or the rush to build new power-hungry data

centers.

That’s because the country’s existing coal fleet is aging — the average age hovering around 42 years — as maintenance and fuel costs rise,

he said. There are no plans for new facilities on the horizon, Pierpont said, and utilities and data center developers looking for the cheapest

and fastest sources to power demand are moving toward storage and gas peaking units, not coal.

“I don’t see anything that’s going to kind of stop this long-term trend, because it’s really driven by these fundamental economic factors,” said

Pierpont. “These are older, less economic clunkers, essentially, and … it’s pretty clear that economics there are going to be a limiting factor.”

America’s mining hub

Trump’s push to expand coal mining on public land could have the biggest impact in the Powder River Basin, which covers 20,000 square

miles (https://pubs.usgs.gov/publication/pp1809) — almost the size of West Virginia.
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Trump officials in July announced they’re considering lifting a ban the Biden administration imposed on leasing in the Powder River Basin to

determine whether the policy aligns with the president’s declaration of an energy emergency and executive orders that call for unleashing

fossil fuels. The Biden administration argued that barring activity in the mining hotbed would safeguard the nation from an uptick in

greenhouse gas emissions and cited waning demand for coal.

At the time, Todd Yeager, the field manager for the Bureau of Land management’s Buffalo office in Wyoming, said the agency

(https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2024/11/27/biden-halts-new-powder-river-basin-coal-leasing-00191905) was cutting

off access to 48 billion short tons of coal in the basin, and asserted that production in the Cowboy State had declined since peaking in 2008

and that federal data showed it would continue to dwindle.

The last coal-fired power plant built in the continental U.S. came online in 2013, BLM said at the time. More are poised to retire, and

Wyoming Powder River Basin coal was shipped to 10 fewer power plants in 2023 than in 2021. The agency also blamed a lack of demand

and noted that two coal leases the BLM oversees in Wyoming had been paused for years due to “lack of miner operator interest.”

Coal production dropped by more than half since 2000

Coal production, short tons

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration
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Jeremy Nichols, a senior advocate with the Center for Biological Diversity, said that many of the active coal leases have long been on the

books and there’s no proof companies are still interested in mining federal coal, given the costs.

“These approvals were just sitting out there, and it’s easy to score political points … but it opens the question of, ‘OK, now what happens? Is

it all political theatrics or is there legitimate interest here?’” Nichols asked.

Deti with the Wyoming Mining Association blamed the Obama and Biden administrations for blocking leasing and shelving projects in the

basin over climate concerns. “When we pushed back against the moratorium, the response was ‘the demand’s not there,’” said Deti. “Well, if

the demand isn’t there, why do you need a moratorium?”

Republican governors in Wyoming and Montana sued the BLM (https://wyofile.com/wyoming-montana-sue-feds-to-repeal-powder-river-

basin-coal-leasing-ban/) to overturn the ban. Now they’re urging the Trump administration to take action. Montana’s delegation has also

succeeded in movinglegislative language (https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/07/11/montana-republicans-introduce-

cra-to-kill-land-use-plan-00447671) to undo the prohibition through the House and into the Senate, where it’s awaiting action.

Blumenfeld said the Trump administration is advancing leases in states like Utah and North Dakota that had been tripped up with litigation

tied to inadequate consideration of climate change. Empowered by recent Supreme Court decisions that limit those reviews, Blumenfeld said

federal workers under Trump are now quickly working through the backlog.

Yet even if the Trump administration fast-tracks projects and lifts the leasing ban, Blumenfeld said a leasing bonanza is unlikely and that

producers have more than a decade’s worth of coal locked up — an amount that could last longer as more coal plants shutter.

Obtaining a lease also requires both an upfront reserve payment or a “bonus bid,” as well as royalties for each ton of coal produced and

reclamation bonding requirements, Blumenfeld said. Those costs pose hurdles for coal companies, even though the GOP megabill reduced

royalties from 12.5 percent to 7 percent, he said.

“Some mining companies may be facing a more immediate need to obtain new reserves. Given it has taken up to 10 years to obtain a lease

in the past, some companies might be interested in leasing new reserves because of the reopening window at the BLM,” said Blumenfeld.

“I do not think there will be a rush to lease new reserves,” he said.
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‘Put miners back to work’

When Trump hatched his plan to revive coal in April, he also vowed to bring back the nation’s struggling fleet of coal plants.

“We’re bringing back an industry that was abandoned,” said Trump at a signing ceremony (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=1TfJUn2VxM4) in April, flanked by coal miners donning hard hats and Republicans from a slew of Western states.

At the event, he inked four executive orders to open new leasing for mining coal on federal land, to loosen emission standards for coal

plants, and to direct the Justice Department to take legal action against state laws and regulations that impede energy development. The

directives also laid the path for DOE to take executive action to keep coal plants online.

“All those plants that have been closed are going to be opened if they’re modern enough or they’ll be ripped down and brand new ones will

be built,” said Trump. “We’re going to put the miners back to work.”

Also at the event was Buu Nygren, president of the Navajo Nation, who later praised the Trump administration

(https://x.com/BuuVanNygren/status/1909740089795633344) for boosting Western coal mining. NTEC, the tribe’s wholly owned energy

company and one of the largest coal producers in the U.S., is now moving forward with recently approved mining leases in Wyoming and

Montana.

Conor Bernstein, a spokesperson for the National Mining Association, said coal’s fate has shifted quickly as onerous Biden-era regulations

are pulled back and mining is boosted, providing more coal for producers and utilities.

The number of U.S. coal miners has dropped 39% from 2000

Number of U.S. coal miners

Source: U.S. Mine Safety & Health Administration

Claudine Hellmuth/POLITICO
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Coal-fired generation buoyed by pressure from gas has now exceeded year-earlier levels each month during the first half of this year, said

Bernstein. He also pointed to demand from artificial intelligence data centers growing, adding that grid operators are short on power and

utilities are postponing and canceling coal plant retirements because they need dispatchable capacity.

“Global coal demand is also continuing to set records and U.S. energy exports are a central piece of the administration’s trade negotiations,”

said Bernstein. “The stage is set for coal to play a deeply important — if unexpected — role in the U.S. electricity mix in the years ahead and

meet a growing share of global coal demand.”

But Blumenfeld said the outlook is nuanced and the market continues to be strained. He noted that coal’s recent uptick was largely due to

weather and coal competing with natural gas, which sank to less than $2 per million British thermal units (MMBtu) last year before climbing

back up to around $3 per MMBtu today. That, in turn, increased demand for coal out of the Powder River Basin, he said.

Those gains could quickly dissipate if more coal plants come offline, he said. And coal still needs to compete with cheap natural gas after

nuclear, hydropower and renewables, and it must do so in markets that continue to decline, said Blumenfeld.

Pierpont added that while growing power demand tied to manufacturing and AI could temporarily keep terminal coal plants online, coal still

remains economically uncompetitive.

The cost of producing power from coal rose by 28 percent from 2021 through 2024, according to a report that Energy Innovation released

(https://energyinnovation.org/report/coal-power-28-percent-more-expensive-in-2024-than-in-2021/) earlier this year. That uptick, the think

tank said, was largely due to the rising cost of fuel for the plants, increased operations and maintenance costs, capital costs tied to

maintaining aging plants that were not run and full capacity, and inflation.
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“A lot of this data center demand growth is really fairly near term,” said Pierpont. “If you look at the pipeline of projects that’s going to be

ready to deliver in the next three years, four years, it’s by and large dominated by solar, energy storage, some wind and some natural gas.

“Most utilities … are really focused on … the most cost-effective resources to meet this growing demand,” he added. “By and large, coal is

not a part of that.”
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Home  Interior Approves Mining Plan To Unlock 14.5 Mi...

An official website of the United States government Here's how you know

U.S. Department of the Interior

Interior Approves Mining Plan
to Unlock 14.5 Million Tons of Coal at
Antelope Mine
Decision supports energy independence, extends mine operations through 2037

 

08/08/2025
Last edited 08/08/2025

Contact Information Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov

WASHINGTON — The Department of the Interior today announced approval of a mining plan
modification that will unlock 14.5 million tons of federally owned coal at the Antelope Mine in
Converse County, Wyoming. The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement issued
the decision following completion of a rigorous environmental assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact. 

The action approves the West Antelope II South Tract Mining Plan Modification associated with
Federal Coal Lease WYW-177903 and authorizes coal production across approximately 857
federal acres. This critical decision extends the life of the mine—through 2037—supporting
continued production from one of the Powder River Basin’s key energy contributors. 

“The Trump administration is delivering on its promise to revitalize American coal and unleash
our nation’s energy potential,” said Secretary of the Interior Doug Burgum. “This decision

Share
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boosts American jobs, enhances energy security and supports communities that rely on coal to
power their homes and economies.” 

Antelope Mine is operated by Navajo Transitional Energy Company and supports 359 full-time
jobs. Located in both Converse and Campbell counties, the mine employs conventional surface-
mining techniques and ships coal from an on-site rail facility to power plants and industrial
customers across the country. 

The mining plan modification ensures the continued availability of low-sulfur, low-ash,
subbituminous coal from the Powder River Basin, a key region responsible for fueling a
significant portion of America’s coal-fired electricity. The decision aligns with President Trump’s
broader national energy strategy to reduce reliance on foreign sources, fortify grid reliability,
and protect American jobs. 

This decision supports the Trump administration’s executive orders that aim to boost the clean
coal industry in the U.S and promote energy independence. It also supports the recently passed
One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which helps the coal industry by lowering royalty payments for
mining coal on federal land and making more land available for coal mining. 

“As global instability continues to threaten energy markets, the need for reliable, domestic coal
has never been clearer,” said Acting Assistant Secretary for Land and Mineral Management
Adam Suess. “This action underscores our commitment to commonsense permitting,
environmental stewardship and Energy Dominance.” 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act and other federal environmental laws,
OSMRE conducted a full environmental review of the proposed mining plan modification. The
resulting Finding of No Significant Impact confirms that the project will not result in significant
adverse environmental effects, paving the way for continued coal recovery under lawful,
science-based oversight. 

The Trump administration continues to take decisive action to reverse bureaucratic barriers,
streamline federal permitting, and reinvest in and reinvigorate coal communities. Today’s
announcement builds on a series of recent actions aimed at restoring American energy
leadership and delivering results for working American families. Earlier this month, the
Department gave the green light for Hurricane Creek Mining, LLC to mine coal on Bryson
Mountain in Claiborne County, Tennessee—a project expected to produce up to 1.8 million tons
of coal over the next 10 years. 

For more information about the mining plan modification, visit
https://www.osmre.gov/programs/regulating-active-coal-mines/federal-lands. 
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###

PRESS RELEASE

12/22/2025
The Trump Administration Protects
U.S. National Security by Pausing
Offshore Wind Leases

The Department of the Interior
announced today that it is pausing—
effective immediately—the leases for
all large-scale offshore wind projects
under construction in the United States
due to national security risks identified
by the Department of War in recently
completed classified reports.

Read more

PRESS RELEASE

12/10/2025
Interior Advances American Offshore
Energy Dominance with First Lease
Sale Under the One Big…

The Department of the Interior today
announced that the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management successfully
conducted Lease Sale Big Beautiful
Gulf 1, which is the first mandatory
offshore oil and gas lease sale required
under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act.
The sale generated $279,433,757 in
high bids for 181 blocks across 80
million acres in federal waters of the
Gulf of America. Thirty companies
submitted 219 bids totalling
$371,881,093.

Read more
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Was this page helpful?
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PRESS RELEASE

11/24/2025
Interior Announces $14.61 Billion in
Fiscal Year 2025 Energy Revenue

Today, the Department of the Interior’s
Office of Natural Resources Revenue
announced the disbursement of $14.61
billion in revenues generated in fiscal
year 2025 from energy production on
federal and tribal onshore lands, and
federal offshore areas.

Read more
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

White House offers ‘concierge’ service to fossil fuel firms,
official says
Brittany Kelm, a senior policy adviser for the National Energy Dominance Council, detailed in

a podcast how the council works to advance fossil fuel projects.

Updated October 7, 2025

By Jake Spring

The White House is offering “concierge, white glove service” to oil, coal and other fossil fuel companies

that are seeking to gain fast approval for their projects, according to an energy official, while

simultaneously slowing down or blocking solar and wind projects.

Brittany Kelm, senior policy adviser for President Donald Trump’s National Energy Dominance

Council, detailed in an August podcast how she and the council work to advance fossil fuel projects.

Trump established the committee in February with Interior Secretary Doug Burgum as its leader.

“We’re like this little tiger team, concierge, white glove service, essentially,” Kelm said. “We were put

together very particularly with the president’s priorities in mind on energy. So keeping coal plants

open, establishing critical mineral mining domestically and then that broader supply chain.”
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Kelm did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

White House spokesperson Kush Desai said that the administration is ending former president Joe

Biden’s preferential treatment for green energy projects and “war” on mining and fossil fuels.

“The American people gave President Trump a resounding mandate to ‘drill, baby, drill’ and unleash

the power of American energy, and the Administration is committed to doing just that,” Desai said in a

written statement.

National Energy Dominance Council Executive Director Jarrod Agen said in a statement that the

council supports increasing “base load power generation.”

“Reliable sources like oil and gas, along with critical minerals, are essential to generating enough power

to not only win the AI arms race but also sell energy to our allies so they don’t have to rely on our

adversaries,” Agen said.

Trump wants to boost production of oil, gas, coal and critical minerals that align with his policy of

favoring fossil fuels to address his self-declared national energy emergency.

At the same time, his administration has held up permits for solar and wind projects since July and

blocked wind farms outright. The Energy Department last week canceled $7.6 billion in funding for

projects aimed at curbing climate change including installation of renewables, grid upgrades and

carbon capture projects. That’s on top of $27 billion in funding for clean energy that the Environmental

Protection Agency is seeking to claw back.

https://washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/09/03/revolution-wind-offshore-permit/?itid=ap_jake-spring_article-list_1_10
https://washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/10/02/clean-energy-grants-canceled/?itid=ap_jake-spring_article-list_1_1
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https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstThLMQlGTsUyRvJRW-JFgkNMCYlD_yd6neUTE8wJrK17X5erZCX50jfcUO24Md_5EEhB77Ck18pP2w9FXCjeJU4wSIlgfJAOrs6rwsGEPmE-UFPZkmCbOoTxcb66IBkKZkMBjwhnB3GuBSKTkqHnIYxO6bnGsfQVSoyp2NiVVmCgcgQJRPFm1j4DXrT8w1jlIMsdnD2yaQbWLbG1Hzb788vsoI--RNzfZe9adkYxxMvaqqI6vs3pnKgnwwPNL01z_HzvFtmJijlpVLyPlOtzzw3kbjTDoOwAael5Yb_gyazYVi6RFbegpKml9Thus1zi8HursJBtDxle6gJnEyM0zz7wvGxcKwgRX0rIBaj_abAX26QaTi5wJWVe_5OphYhfBBazU&sai=AMfl-YT4FJfTcBndzfEwz0ETLYSoR2yxAgnGVa3Dvap8v8kB8LcBV9toSgcIiLnS-dnbkH4oCo2z2tQxCHYAZPC-lQAPtz7yjMoai7cPjjzgv6CTc_GpnMzDl-EQ8VIby_PCJeclgTaWydjam8xMwgLFetkygQB1okW5aR8Yf0uwiZfRdk2PX4q3IAMhXl5CZg2rguxeSTPKM4tTnyh3SM37IOWPMQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD53VtcJv-hO&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9taWNyb3NvZnQuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjstrzF3zj8n9qezVZceq1LORo5X3AmHuZaKLJAPfXTzaePXljC6waYTamKulsgC7TyeildvwGlV0KBLCF2NSCQFMGZCEiYTh4Fs2UTFVSWLrm3xpbbm_-eFIv8w3GXY9HRCC0iWVYnPuh7T_UsoWQQJXQ0wHWr5O4hpJ0xX7xzAhJLqf9eJ1ltgJakLAtB_qFbkk8UrpEQp1p1U8m01FZH42K_UTzIP19DxJAnq-tdnOEqsWtCZ-IwOef9_G1NfLFkFdSftcTrHRZsVD8o8Mu377r9OslBoGzekFPW4QphQBhVU63_y9LEb_5Qa3SiC4F4o57Dd38gA2tr4EUa7sRL6dDgWneGiyy_m8koN8dohP-IT6dQ6bt-2aNabmFvk_ybdm2yJVYpe4Eckx-PFk31oRt_LVh_xSdC7edX9zdcyl9LaauzhvqrqdfXquiow5o6zt0dYUhPr175fZjtogL8xL6gjLKr-Sl70Wfje0VnSN4sZaV11aZCgNRoOYu2n_Kv2J0zPEjZhU7ZF8LlYXRukYCefFq_3IX1cSuTKPVyiiryRoIjz9X43Snv3zXE0xZ8yfHBZsAOJ8tQNZrapC9eeWZ1xSA7gKw5MOS3tb672OMT1NvnJpqyQDWp6BD3KWyewcG3pdaf7KD_oRe8OGP5Pfntuuh2CQd0E_YC7oIXbg9Uh83kiKhjRlTngoxFXmnA1W4LeQxPMwcE4aRWnHkxQL692dOE3Kd5C90ZWdIHWownEw2pkil_lz5kbdgE7XZkSIVTSDcRNHoVH4M7Ah3eCMRir-weBCc3w5jc7oconU_Ybm1_FNErcOyyr-xvPuNwyw7TqhWJZvg0jos9gWX-XJJYWn1P_FWnvZ79uSF2afcbFoWC9r9daR-e1buyRPOtqWLJo2_cXk6eyhQMFx4iyA7MJ9WtZ0bCIE_boThbBLEjPqEU-rvlcjw04zuXgnsyZE2FNlC3UNptiwocZQnVpHG4H4IJDc8aMmT-H8qhgdqn7T1A1bWJzR1tt69Z_qgrt70dsEhZTJY5nrgau4ZitCBX3j2ua9ezauLiB6mS6ni1_MLuOy7gAvs4rIF3kyglel3WwfiG-vbFFguLyp6MSBRVWHJo2BJce2K1WWLpejkxtLNox3tubH4V33-ROlpGnGGEBcB4zR3Rxk6vU7t8GbGSWpvO9ALBCSI8GFbrbPKvxxwbPkLI0aAkXeV7y1lViGPPYLIvlM6hU1i2D73EX5fGBlSYlfcwYmk0fq_4wJWgqD26ulapb_UOMlD-dD0d3u5NnpX598FxTJ71SPpK29Htg8E68-uK5dyKMWR2ibxyYrvv7-5nEmfi_s2kJ6CBBp3hq5e2pal2J-idsWA7bb6JtDeU64JFE0YkHgbGul9GJ9xDZpG3gOEuNIxrqp8Xzof9MkuZSOp-6VmKTNHUr8nhFO_4Qgm6i_Rfk8nUHLsfznWzUDAsOP0bFXJSs7b10BG18zU8_mLVgejcfBctVC9bDiEqeKh2-br5ldDJcYjHqzqBq8Stnn22S_42JlZ8-TKhfeLsfeaAetuHfgWePebNJAIVB_BESFE__5V28FegoLn-_E1ZyxSj9qYiNn_r0VJ1rGngi9qIe26zkFAdCDGkdCV1fkWzarTafObq8yBFzvvMms6rc71z1vAA0_XcFvup6s2q1qcfziOX5oLBMeWfcR_78i57rtYOSrf7d0T_JPmr6U6PVVzL7ekzmgfxmC0gWwx1TudKNX8k_MNZLvOtQnfFFKDg%26sai%3DAMfl-YQxNv2lJ17WRR_uNzwcC6vHKpC3XlxCAVGWBAmDH0xE1gXUjdn9plxbhdUqh7O-E_hrZJrUzLc7W0i9wWm6CH1jHuFstfozMSxnZaHT6PA1Kyw_EVXGPZF9W5W18SM-V5lLt3veOOwUzH6uVNKmETAQ53TtpSF1cTjLXHNOs7t1apam5kLB35CQxvVgaij_EXKQ8JA6uk2GFfRJVIxUSu5sAwUeC_-PICzoPogZxNMi3CIHmVexaHpW3VS1CNmpYL3XNaX1eWX1kV4yMJEUm3xEEj8TrT8reOpngmhRde96ialx4cT2YBswAhnLWXIZ1q87mNjMF4sBi7jQtKdbg1PNumPu4N8RvcOlH1mPkR4qUw1y%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzAGsvCnrlCJdEAE%26tpd%3DAGWhJmsWVBpojGvgRImYD3Srz0UF2oCXAAzE1c6ymyRg97Pf70ytWOZQtqPR0CRfP1mpYrx608idhQNxCQ_SuQ8FJZcnc4mcUwXyqLlH5KIKeHKbpToXXHGeJf4Bz9pVsJv0-6a-rhi3bld9cQSflKLtV1BRh0_qcBOTfT5g27Fv05yVO3MMkFJAjHoqMZOX9Qsj-eNbicRr_CdzybttFNOsBitoVQoFw6kdTHMoP-7-EtHZSLYKAC1RZNhVGD-ubMCK0x1hPnbbdgVVFH6tUKPhl6AE1ygxAG0poRkLpTQgeDps-u7qi5yiSxJOLz101maLlORgnthd1RcTINNGgulF6SxLSpfs8CZGr4bD6ztRn6MKWMs7beHa4sQvrNoico9Jq8O2x4T9DJE_gBLpGL77s09BSP0u2DCXWeBRjD4mfhdFvYWgj07Q_IlXmwvlGo2yLOtnzeIzi81Bp36xH8L98SDdpGpdsuLBWsOXVNnWvXsrpkRCyDSg30iF9hRLXrAhYfz-94S8TI7nL1JLcPgg0wgOJOsezUy2qX-dwrjeW2scIFDjEbuaOyKUHcOLe1D4zNru9dCbmCCbJ10cOvm74pF_q214nlrdt_cuMWfasRvVbW5yFnbXRrsZyyMJjFwpLGbLBbWhT5zKI1zQwMxghf_mVjh6zqBjZhDO6LD_uIuzyyCgPT9d3HELaeq0lZCqDdQ2Scpd0iUs5jbCLqIu7Aywc_tJBuqDVB_tOkgG_Hlh3vWeCsasOsNxRgQzj_QU1I_vPSQdg6r796pUvNgFZ_rqAfqJT7DlEmFvB9we_hDCq-gUPv1zZImGWy4I016fEiFii5kjhFambNRWeomq8ypRrT1hZjoxskFvqABq8MaYj8uSL_5mJp6D7mkZmhGonYlBq56tKSx6pRYdGZb3u0OFc48cQuk0AOWg1mDJh1lZa45qHOggFrGxpjRr5BTGMnX4Vn2y0WvfsAkj-kjx8M3DfNmo716VGnQSQP30RMzx2Bjdur8bdWSa_ainS5Qc2IhVAWh6mRmLXeHD-x7gJllTfSiMett-sBlQRG5vOBmvcKNuoSrfM9Ut_d5yZx747rn7J8xce1FLYV-5w5nJp7zRlV_hLHHxlCX9R2iHkQSvO9MAT1bCvAHmMPJ4s9UACkPHLO7IWNR5Aej4i_8e9k5Xr7U96e1QYc2jyYz1bA6lBQ9AcChq5sx3R8vmzRO_-2Z-qbi_Ij955QyTduNvOFMc1Kr3edmPgY8qG-49TdKcMjM79_a17RIlxz4dLk2MBSZz1D5bYw8RcX5UAqiaO4Ld-tgmhUjLylwsEH6hrNiMB5eIzuJaXbPnABuKDGCilLjERbGJ0UnaVvTOxoZ0y3JLZE825u3F7muKYeOlXkWJea4xpR7iVzy3Z57ervSgAhFwwzEtDGgE9Sm5s43eD1wwYSdjymQlsuM4LxvujXVeerrbuG6IFqOZRol63ugfu3Ywv-Yx7dTd3BmUWqtKVx2ByqSfXOByr8ZCFsqMZH5nJDSgc8_3GrSyoQHgfoBrYkc9V-bSUb-vPefMWQ7OGgjyVdhrWMLttm2NZqdUDT4E1lKANIyWwqmksTUV-IF_8uPkjTuiYmMVNrCPh5iAhOQz8obLVVQYTBYzs0pe1F1mhra7TkxakD7-Vc-1Ww_1hKsQcpZjp5EiNV5691KUk6bdA4WXKV2M-JVdxDIl6OY8fZRaE_OFDNR5LE0az7ey64kPLaBFjE9rbE1jq4JR8exx4Ja6tRtPptou35m_OyCfDaKQlJw0D10uSTOgOm-cK1d0n-OYRVNUgzvyWawwGW8TuifboPZczKXNHVHT-uiYZa8P_JbNPxCkGbDxfzW65UYCWV-2t4HLYaqTb4dFRJ-iRzNG7ZB_qd-lLlgHPV6uWIbdMlwqXtt4g2303G_DjuFOiyGtvG76kpY7_dHCgmDJ75GGM5ka8HT6N-RXOM-b2vDAU_F0ta7W1GzguCn8Fbq0pMtkwizMde3Ethr6r6Fn5sTC5Nj0qa8FvUP9jpT_9MiSaUszusqzVse-KVVnYwMibHCXzqj9qw%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/microsoft-purview-compliance-manager%253FOCID%253DAIDcmmueiju6fc_OLA_34578020_436706352_246796832
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstThLMQlGTsUyRvJRW-JFgkNMCYlD_yd6neUTE8wJrK17X5erZCX50jfcUO24Md_5EEhB77Ck18pP2w9FXCjeJU4wSIlgfJAOrs6rwsGEPmE-UFPZkmCbOoTxcb66IBkKZkMBjwhnB3GuBSKTkqHnIYxO6bnGsfQVSoyp2NiVVmCgcgQJRPFm1j4DXrT8w1jlIMsdnD2yaQbWLbG1Hzb788vsoI--RNzfZe9adkYxxMvaqqI6vs3pnKgnwwPNL01z_HzvFtmJijlpVLyPlOtzzw3kbjTDoOwAael5Yb_gyazYVi6RFbegpKml9Thus1zi8HursJBtDxle6gJnEyM0zz7wvGxcKwgRX0rIBaj_abAX26QaTi5wJWVe_5OphYhfBBazU&sai=AMfl-YT4FJfTcBndzfEwz0ETLYSoR2yxAgnGVa3Dvap8v8kB8LcBV9toSgcIiLnS-dnbkH4oCo2z2tQxCHYAZPC-lQAPtz7yjMoai7cPjjzgv6CTc_GpnMzDl-EQ8VIby_PCJeclgTaWydjam8xMwgLFetkygQB1okW5aR8Yf0uwiZfRdk2PX4q3IAMhXl5CZg2rguxeSTPKM4tTnyh3SM37IOWPMQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD53VtcJv-hO&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9taWNyb3NvZnQuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjstrzF3zj8n9qezVZceq1LORo5X3AmHuZaKLJAPfXTzaePXljC6waYTamKulsgC7TyeildvwGlV0KBLCF2NSCQFMGZCEiYTh4Fs2UTFVSWLrm3xpbbm_-eFIv8w3GXY9HRCC0iWVYnPuh7T_UsoWQQJXQ0wHWr5O4hpJ0xX7xzAhJLqf9eJ1ltgJakLAtB_qFbkk8UrpEQp1p1U8m01FZH42K_UTzIP19DxJAnq-tdnOEqsWtCZ-IwOef9_G1NfLFkFdSftcTrHRZsVD8o8Mu377r9OslBoGzekFPW4QphQBhVU63_y9LEb_5Qa3SiC4F4o57Dd38gA2tr4EUa7sRL6dDgWneGiyy_m8koN8dohP-IT6dQ6bt-2aNabmFvk_ybdm2yJVYpe4Eckx-PFk31oRt_LVh_xSdC7edX9zdcyl9LaauzhvqrqdfXquiow5o6zt0dYUhPr175fZjtogL8xL6gjLKr-Sl70Wfje0VnSN4sZaV11aZCgNRoOYu2n_Kv2J0zPEjZhU7ZF8LlYXRukYCefFq_3IX1cSuTKPVyiiryRoIjz9X43Snv3zXE0xZ8yfHBZsAOJ8tQNZrapC9eeWZ1xSA7gKw5MOS3tb672OMT1NvnJpqyQDWp6BD3KWyewcG3pdaf7KD_oRe8OGP5Pfntuuh2CQd0E_YC7oIXbg9Uh83kiKhjRlTngoxFXmnA1W4LeQxPMwcE4aRWnHkxQL692dOE3Kd5C90ZWdIHWownEw2pkil_lz5kbdgE7XZkSIVTSDcRNHoVH4M7Ah3eCMRir-weBCc3w5jc7oconU_Ybm1_FNErcOyyr-xvPuNwyw7TqhWJZvg0jos9gWX-XJJYWn1P_FWnvZ79uSF2afcbFoWC9r9daR-e1buyRPOtqWLJo2_cXk6eyhQMFx4iyA7MJ9WtZ0bCIE_boThbBLEjPqEU-rvlcjw04zuXgnsyZE2FNlC3UNptiwocZQnVpHG4H4IJDc8aMmT-H8qhgdqn7T1A1bWJzR1tt69Z_qgrt70dsEhZTJY5nrgau4ZitCBX3j2ua9ezauLiB6mS6ni1_MLuOy7gAvs4rIF3kyglel3WwfiG-vbFFguLyp6MSBRVWHJo2BJce2K1WWLpejkxtLNox3tubH4V33-ROlpGnGGEBcB4zR3Rxk6vU7t8GbGSWpvO9ALBCSI8GFbrbPKvxxwbPkLI0aAkXeV7y1lViGPPYLIvlM6hU1i2D73EX5fGBlSYlfcwYmk0fq_4wJWgqD26ulapb_UOMlD-dD0d3u5NnpX598FxTJ71SPpK29Htg8E68-uK5dyKMWR2ibxyYrvv7-5nEmfi_s2kJ6CBBp3hq5e2pal2J-idsWA7bb6JtDeU64JFE0YkHgbGul9GJ9xDZpG3gOEuNIxrqp8Xzof9MkuZSOp-6VmKTNHUr8nhFO_4Qgm6i_Rfk8nUHLsfznWzUDAsOP0bFXJSs7b10BG18zU8_mLVgejcfBctVC9bDiEqeKh2-br5ldDJcYjHqzqBq8Stnn22S_42JlZ8-TKhfeLsfeaAetuHfgWePebNJAIVB_BESFE__5V28FegoLn-_E1ZyxSj9qYiNn_r0VJ1rGngi9qIe26zkFAdCDGkdCV1fkWzarTafObq8yBFzvvMms6rc71z1vAA0_XcFvup6s2q1qcfziOX5oLBMeWfcR_78i57rtYOSrf7d0T_JPmr6U6PVVzL7ekzmgfxmC0gWwx1TudKNX8k_MNZLvOtQnfFFKDg%26sai%3DAMfl-YQxNv2lJ17WRR_uNzwcC6vHKpC3XlxCAVGWBAmDH0xE1gXUjdn9plxbhdUqh7O-E_hrZJrUzLc7W0i9wWm6CH1jHuFstfozMSxnZaHT6PA1Kyw_EVXGPZF9W5W18SM-V5lLt3veOOwUzH6uVNKmETAQ53TtpSF1cTjLXHNOs7t1apam5kLB35CQxvVgaij_EXKQ8JA6uk2GFfRJVIxUSu5sAwUeC_-PICzoPogZxNMi3CIHmVexaHpW3VS1CNmpYL3XNaX1eWX1kV4yMJEUm3xEEj8TrT8reOpngmhRde96ialx4cT2YBswAhnLWXIZ1q87mNjMF4sBi7jQtKdbg1PNumPu4N8RvcOlH1mPkR4qUw1y%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzAGsvCnrlCJdEAE%26tpd%3DAGWhJmsWVBpojGvgRImYD3Srz0UF2oCXAAzE1c6ymyRg97Pf70ytWOZQtqPR0CRfP1mpYrx608idhQNxCQ_SuQ8FJZcnc4mcUwXyqLlH5KIKeHKbpToXXHGeJf4Bz9pVsJv0-6a-rhi3bld9cQSflKLtV1BRh0_qcBOTfT5g27Fv05yVO3MMkFJAjHoqMZOX9Qsj-eNbicRr_CdzybttFNOsBitoVQoFw6kdTHMoP-7-EtHZSLYKAC1RZNhVGD-ubMCK0x1hPnbbdgVVFH6tUKPhl6AE1ygxAG0poRkLpTQgeDps-u7qi5yiSxJOLz101maLlORgnthd1RcTINNGgulF6SxLSpfs8CZGr4bD6ztRn6MKWMs7beHa4sQvrNoico9Jq8O2x4T9DJE_gBLpGL77s09BSP0u2DCXWeBRjD4mfhdFvYWgj07Q_IlXmwvlGo2yLOtnzeIzi81Bp36xH8L98SDdpGpdsuLBWsOXVNnWvXsrpkRCyDSg30iF9hRLXrAhYfz-94S8TI7nL1JLcPgg0wgOJOsezUy2qX-dwrjeW2scIFDjEbuaOyKUHcOLe1D4zNru9dCbmCCbJ10cOvm74pF_q214nlrdt_cuMWfasRvVbW5yFnbXRrsZyyMJjFwpLGbLBbWhT5zKI1zQwMxghf_mVjh6zqBjZhDO6LD_uIuzyyCgPT9d3HELaeq0lZCqDdQ2Scpd0iUs5jbCLqIu7Aywc_tJBuqDVB_tOkgG_Hlh3vWeCsasOsNxRgQzj_QU1I_vPSQdg6r796pUvNgFZ_rqAfqJT7DlEmFvB9we_hDCq-gUPv1zZImGWy4I016fEiFii5kjhFambNRWeomq8ypRrT1hZjoxskFvqABq8MaYj8uSL_5mJp6D7mkZmhGonYlBq56tKSx6pRYdGZb3u0OFc48cQuk0AOWg1mDJh1lZa45qHOggFrGxpjRr5BTGMnX4Vn2y0WvfsAkj-kjx8M3DfNmo716VGnQSQP30RMzx2Bjdur8bdWSa_ainS5Qc2IhVAWh6mRmLXeHD-x7gJllTfSiMett-sBlQRG5vOBmvcKNuoSrfM9Ut_d5yZx747rn7J8xce1FLYV-5w5nJp7zRlV_hLHHxlCX9R2iHkQSvO9MAT1bCvAHmMPJ4s9UACkPHLO7IWNR5Aej4i_8e9k5Xr7U96e1QYc2jyYz1bA6lBQ9AcChq5sx3R8vmzRO_-2Z-qbi_Ij955QyTduNvOFMc1Kr3edmPgY8qG-49TdKcMjM79_a17RIlxz4dLk2MBSZz1D5bYw8RcX5UAqiaO4Ld-tgmhUjLylwsEH6hrNiMB5eIzuJaXbPnABuKDGCilLjERbGJ0UnaVvTOxoZ0y3JLZE825u3F7muKYeOlXkWJea4xpR7iVzy3Z57ervSgAhFwwzEtDGgE9Sm5s43eD1wwYSdjymQlsuM4LxvujXVeerrbuG6IFqOZRol63ugfu3Ywv-Yx7dTd3BmUWqtKVx2ByqSfXOByr8ZCFsqMZH5nJDSgc8_3GrSyoQHgfoBrYkc9V-bSUb-vPefMWQ7OGgjyVdhrWMLttm2NZqdUDT4E1lKANIyWwqmksTUV-IF_8uPkjTuiYmMVNrCPh5iAhOQz8obLVVQYTBYzs0pe1F1mhra7TkxakD7-Vc-1Ww_1hKsQcpZjp5EiNV5691KUk6bdA4WXKV2M-JVdxDIl6OY8fZRaE_OFDNR5LE0az7ey64kPLaBFjE9rbE1jq4JR8exx4Ja6tRtPptou35m_OyCfDaKQlJw0D10uSTOgOm-cK1d0n-OYRVNUgzvyWawwGW8TuifboPZczKXNHVHT-uiYZa8P_JbNPxCkGbDxfzW65UYCWV-2t4HLYaqTb4dFRJ-iRzNG7ZB_qd-lLlgHPV6uWIbdMlwqXtt4g2303G_DjuFOiyGtvG76kpY7_dHCgmDJ75GGM5ka8HT6N-RXOM-b2vDAU_F0ta7W1GzguCn8Fbq0pMtkwizMde3Ethr6r6Fn5sTC5Nj0qa8FvUP9jpT_9MiSaUszusqzVse-KVVnYwMibHCXzqj9qw%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/microsoft-purview-compliance-manager%253FOCID%253DAIDcmmueiju6fc_OLA_34578020_436706352_246796832


“Fossil fuels and renewable energy face two very different permitting realities in this country,” said Ted

Kelly, director and lead counsel for clean energy at the Environmental Defense Fund, an advocacy

group, regarding Kelm’s comments. “For coal, oil and gas, it’s white glove service. For renewables and

storage, it’s freezes, delays and cancellations.”

This is a normal way for the White House to operate, said Diana Furchtgott-Roth, director of the Center

for Energy, Climate, and Environment at the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank.

Companies consult with Trump’s energy council just as a financial firm might consult with the White

House’s long-standing National Economic Council or a health care company with the Domestic Policy

Council, she said.

“Elections have consequences. President Trump ran on a platform of increasing the use of oil, gas and

natural resources,” Furchtgott-Roth said. “I see nothing nefarious in President Trump fulfilling his

campaign promises through the National Energy Dominance Council. In fact, it would be odd if he

didn’t.”



Kelm, who previously worked for oil companies including Shell and Valero Energy, described how she

would connect a company looking to advance a pipeline with “the politicals” at the agencies that control

permits. “They can walk out of our office, and they have all the contacts they need.”

Kelm said her team then follows up on the project to get a permit “unstuck” if it is being held up by a

certain agency or stage of the process, working with the Interior and Commerce departments,

Environmental Protection Agency and other government agencies.

“We know how to unstick what is stuck,” Kelm said. “It’s a lot of undoing old policies and getting rid of

regulatory burdens.”

Kelm gave an example of an unnamed company getting approval in four days for what previously would

take 45 days. She also described working with various departments on the proposal to open the

National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska to development.
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Trump issued a memo on Monday instructing federal agencies to issue any approvals necessary for a

211-mile road through Alaskan wilderness to be built to enable mining of copper and zinc deposits. The

White House took a 10 percent stake in Trilogy Metals, a partner in Ambler Metals, which is seeking to

develop a mine accessible from the proposed roadway.

The administration is also in the process of auctioning off the rights to mine for coal in Alabama,

Montana, Utah and Wyoming, following on earlier efforts to expand existing coal mining leases and

orders to prolong the life of coal power plants.

“This two-tiered approach — going to great lengths to prop up costly fossil fuels like coal plants while

blocking the cheapest, cleanest energy sources — won’t lower electricity costs,” Kelly, of the

Environmental Defense Fund, said in a statement. “It just saddles families and businesses with higher

bills and more asthma-causing pollution.”

What readers are saying

The comments express strong criticism of the Trump administration's support for fossil

fuel companies, highlighting concerns about environmental damage and the rollback of

renewable energy projects. Many commenters argue that this approach is regressive,

prioritizing outdated... Show more

This summary is AI-generated. AI can make mistakes and this summary is not a replacement for reading the comments.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/10/decision-of-the-president-and-statement-of-reasons-on-2025-ambler-road-appeal/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/10/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-approves-ambler-road-project-to-unlock-alaskas-mineral-potential/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/us-coal-auctions-will-test-industry-appetite-trump-mining-revival-2025-09-30/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/03/28/energy-coal-revival-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/06/01/energy-climate-trump-coal-solar/?itid=ap_evan-halper_article-list_1_18
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