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Democracy Dies in Darkness

White House offers ‘concierge’ service to fossil fuel firms,
official says
Brittany Kelm, a senior policy adviser for the National Energy Dominance Council, detailed in

a podcast how the council works to advance fossil fuel projects.

Updated October 7, 2025

By Jake Spring

The White House is offering “concierge, white glove service” to oil, coal and other fossil fuel companies

that are seeking to gain fast approval for their projects, according to an energy official, while

simultaneously slowing down or blocking solar and wind projects.

Brittany Kelm, senior policy adviser for President Donald Trump’s National Energy Dominance

Council, detailed in an August podcast how she and the council work to advance fossil fuel projects.

Trump established the committee in February with Interior Secretary Doug Burgum as its leader.

“We’re like this little tiger team, concierge, white glove service, essentially,” Kelm said. “We were put

together very particularly with the president’s priorities in mind on energy. So keeping coal plants

open, establishing critical mineral mining domestically and then that broader supply chain.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/jake-spring/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-lobby-shop/id1228179583?i=1000720737591
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvjHSGMdqChsOyLISQzWr28lV8GnHNjg8ZS4pba-IgC9zntDzXGqo4UG4ioVrw3MW6CDixlQvRJM6kixdfQgAe6HqokdVOtYDqDZBRD0Qgug1n9gbb3scT60Qf50IXOv_uTU-EMTx2aB3bd2AYEVu65Dn78--mMR2JNPY1PnMpFQ81jN1obmRyMFUcqwoN2dYVMiEZI1aKkiWZG4WiffTYIMP-kHShv9e8WbyyP7Sg7jt2EJJUYfrJMcd7-W3xZPKzPe1lR8zLOs1Qv-et0R_ku2uBmcHK5jUprDpTUXZ5iW_xkkkFGJMtnlG9ByzdHGp1spSbC3fPS17KaVVinlHyr036_xHWt6-bkJxUq57w03yAyXL3pFLR41ZsDBKoWtsteQJE&sai=AMfl-YRrJyoLPrGlOVw7rj2O2-TrQ1dbYaZNX1hD9SEOYdOkOaVIaki2evUhQG_Xvc9oV7rL-U0v4JyygVC9wNowob7ZPZHSeXRuQFtjzFh6gVqM5p7XfROBrIoVW6qSpRfpG5l9saq_n43NiUUQbUrQkG36iFH-4umCn6iVqZlhySkQ71EdeZJ3ZbQH6Bd11xhCgxYZho6c5jc1kdX1j83ssdDZPA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzB57nu46joWk&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9taWNyb3NvZnQuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjssZLy_YqIzi-7rtquu9WuiIE3aad_uGrixz4KaFWsw-L9Txet9cCYHRRWzXs6WUbVxAc7NU9t0eMLTyE7CrE5tdhcnCgtki-umk0Xnq-ccNX07s1F01_eUnF8MJirhM_tsKeRIf_HLK8WlJHl8SWS22FhvOxYWxpRNajVeQDHcLwSvAWdOk2TZJZxgMJid-8pNdfkM0GeFa8RtZSdUNXSnjGk-aJy7hwr_GYeZeQdjG1FIoegBFCe6-1E8d0UiYS_b-0zgF-KlDb8RlcN12--R0jhsn_vP68S07aIqxi57qTWIABAZMZvRg02pV1px7a13_covhZEmKKO2yDnoKNS1aDI0sWi5M4AIqxzJdB1gv7xvegEsccVREeqj9JPzuXE1eoTitUFzruHFk5qy2ptoPDsTShRqWyMN6K53buwPX_5WyW24ZQ5F9YkiaLpvnCJQNRTLMMCjq0oWRjBvgIH9RHdCBQpuoYdBtGcybOFSudNBce0zKgzDa1zhFyD_ST3cB6Wj803xBJu5poYo5XNSPAcN2h1nujc3dN6Em7zwX73fbkKsmcavmGhY7WMsKc6hRFv6vjWpjUguM0wtCbg3V4EKP0rtzU0tMyO29xBQ5tFMGNmwlXXKjhCrExoB4iq1c0mqnLf2hBYgwbK85OWsLciso0CyA-C5shHHTl79nakpTgL8ul5EMT1FiYTr6g8a9pj8x8kXfehe5R2oAjFU954TuUQNqSQ3gGUmO7mJlbjfhyL44Q04GvVoBnjBDRO3PjaRcjuaEFkVWS51IrSfxzdlj0IGXo-kLvTvxqloPvsG5vQwV_WiGVS-OBjUi4PxhZxdPnVYuoUTUuUApNzhmqFpgHEY3xNRzZBciLdvMjmoarLBqKWXb4tDALi6SKyHx2IJ602gswaejCK0m4dcGGl0y172KsYmTL0Yz_EPMrpkV2JmpSB6zqPJm6yNhzOHgB0bVAqLOMPERUYywwWohs4FeBdDtKMnpDQRzcpB2tnAXWKQJB-UcMQbAHZgrxkcDNtm0CEwfVDh9rAxmovOLLVfghWcJDrsIC5aPcxdDXcMUqlKVzUIcGack1X2kjV-SPwiSoPUuNcpXCjN6dW7p5GIHJsqerYg9C2mX5LtMdr5tWQD48jBrKU2hrdWO6BiilnY232yZr2bwxDe4cpa3IwDzs7ON1h0qyWa_eXC6AI_cIfFskzSQV8BB8X0l9_LsQhgJ3kWdc7jIdtQoGvC3gxIQpnbkl9VsXf8lkGhhVCPrkPZ2xySkV4BY-Cp0s_aix61r77rp4QQ5i-xvN8RfPcplY47LCSIJN7JguJHDH4xjwsWkdUz4Ah_oO3-IO7SoKphvEu_P5xqy6w93SClfxMmv6O4x3ZvIjqFsciv9aBO7oSWgLhayJ0eeuUH6wBq63CSIxya-zdHzqOnv5FyOvA6QhbR7VqE9WyTh4ed2JWQKMMzyXPhguiDRVMH2My36fP6hoAINSxRUXvq4_43GYFD6z5itQguFyd78NuTgfFYmWx68zTKKK02jLbmSkMIRazCaUzxkuAHon9MQMWSwZwk65j1s1sMYjejlOkkY6JmrhMaAxPlRoWhPAHy1PFMfsi1piuRrYUfYCgTDnGIfOWemc_EyU7Fi-lFmDTkUo8QsoA4K63zFJQfxyBo579qjAoWqPeXcsd--zE7o8bAbDgPrpyMiYK0e5H6TEqk-mhe4lmHt9QrjoJW6sG204FCyUDT7d4M18Wz0M3zv5jXpF0Zw8fbIyOLNfTo%26sai%3DAMfl-YSs3MBAUN179vwbifADIrjIkyRMLYGwGgOtkEXs-SK6CreUVH-EqHMfanMz1n3hGpPxt1UQren5uAP2z8ZKu7n0JZgtqEU2CypziF9x7VO3YFM4rZ5LtYZdmMjDbsV5D-rCvMZyqfYBd9aAtZKtfza00qcJJZg0eGIrf5g0LhyIpulEaOhxFl9EpMIoZaFqdlJ2pMXwzuLLlGLmRt1FmAz2esaq6Zw54mRc29CjmyLZnZW0fWELyTOT3BZMvegQsgUbkCE9gM1dhKotIwbV1n3tAnOxuISCAj9zRd8hjCMMx40CBWsYqCXe%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzBOHboC9Dwu7EAE%26tpd%3DAGWhJmuweDX6DkLQJSLX1XBtzVyqgx7q2c4fSl2aEO7mtPdGCQ5Dv7hYImUJLfAqtlFFDe814-tLUbA92oqaks04gLVVB6y-YLogbNcerS_OSrQTmqy7DNwNtAtJyNIdn-UDNYrhZ9TQSQsphjnVI4Wxtp-h4U7O_VzztJ8SwGlQBeJ9lpzDusThVdBZ7NzGa4NChaM_jPUz-ppH_HMEcHyCkkUP3XPDNe2CuXf-CcNhA9RN4D7z6WEM5yiebxo_OCcYpVh2unp4NGuWddnmOVGPmgs8jfKipQ0XxzegFo4q44Q93TIW0zLhqNe4S6mE9HIfRxe34lBxi5BRn-hotaAghsreeDmRixMHIOzR3NOOwBLn4uwT7UVoTVuYQLb7K5XDeAP0DDmLaKhP52csd01Ww2_ZRZQpKbIORcndJQzFH90DJFPlOJFyDHA35V0Ab8NFeg6lNvyyAuPnRUuBh4uNmLVv1M5siCkeSF0TGeaAxN5qhTxy2FFfNIlN_0xBJsMJYProQfR1y-fE_2lrL_vIrqxhRs8vt-HEDseiKd3utVsWofkGOZYlibdUomz1E9n7ZQrzKkHml6o-xQfQKY5ALyuqFeN8NKQAXoiVZOZZi5d4HYLCzKHEySEvYSfWwKDqdgfc5GoHsrMj3Pc-bq7Y8lV-EwzhdR9-cLv0UejX800WatJKIkBPYDCThvr1s-EslmJR4_FbSUs9CIX_Hb_RO6cYz9MUAPS-nmlNlsWgimiBEhtU7QpyKxeNY_6-RYXVU4ATpGe91CXyzSxREHAwo8qlcID2OEVaF-s5e39OiYxUSqUKlj2y_N8x3ukPshO2_nI5qsytmAIfk4BAuAB6oU6EcTq5wYEV76JT4nJkZlL5OY3RqWfpogyecUFVqvCQFVly6gt9l26NhZ651LrsJ20weYbEfGsb5H3k-Bqcmw5hbMR5LxCD8Udykl3-K1ZSC-FhLW4IAkQJtJQjDMomV9Sp53RFNR6TnwpPLVl3Iyqpa0O0WeGc09mOJtZPKjHccpVis5u2D60Ov_Q4PhIPfeUoRzQ3hQ-J8XmtCA_h1N_DNlaFAvP7c1xPYUbyXm5SqJdPMk1UdQpsPw12C4Ty8sKQI9GDNeTH6HvslmU6e28V2ZvHZjdGQEj91JIhSRiLD6gbwf_0bt7556OKix0UhAp7654HBuK5-fcQX07WH8Vz4HlDVsJUq-ClfRQjANFDB7-OHf73tIsSeKMcIsyc0nN-mBBgQzLzFRzR3Yl-Ygapmxq7cWEB67qURCQ5QYQxIjm2wvvFkD3vR3Ub6DYMerXicZnThetb7Rwb7Rs6Tzb1J9845ZlZID0P_hGWWu4efoSvhZnLbm1Ob0DfxontJsu3m9I0m9SRHF61FZ2DIRZ2xTHLru4YZdHS3eBfd6tXZA0WLWfsxr-5JL3SO1mIlXvMNMJjV1zGJLLpqMVUED0PF8Atp25VTVhnwGC699-TdPOYGUwwZeihpUPWX7kHY33cK0Z_TGXFLewttWCNh6tXYgJ6kNVrD22XIswrDKX7iRt8acvdvf1fSgdTpy_HR0Dvym8Vvy9omTMee1CNDaGSLWFtk13Pwws7hxULJUH87B6o153jDf3wXdUmMbVWNkwU51Nwdm02ccFKOMN8UI3lQB5fvU916zF6aPgB6-54uuw-hlsJEwNJfcYZqwEYghJ_HcWODHaiIPaCbuSRPZVvpepgQotOLQNXT7Yxc2yxU11MsG5XSEgOlU9baVKH09PABmblhIg07S5GC7iupDJP2_fu7m_z_6tmvmlpY1DV6Y8FNIIoxZLXJFUytxjePKAU5r7rkIdq8mUWdy635apuFKuC_scamBCop1B7DMJxf3hQVYVIm4YTX7Q3m66McHCec3QAOJF3HRxE9I-5a6ERzft1aykxoLlQzPRgTGXwTefFBJv0LbCNs8yWf2UqoXd_aaQ6UTYoPX21Sr_WJjNPZ-6-r9oAlu8NDhgZhHEF34BTK0tMhO_otxTJrWxNEjKARkH0Bg2y6ah5KIK0h2de8RBRhY9wmDR3x0iAaE92NjGeNrRYDhYtlRC1QjmwTrUT%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/microsoft-purview-compliance-manager%253FOCID%253DAIDcmmueiju6fc_OLA_34578020_433810859_244954196
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvjHSGMdqChsOyLISQzWr28lV8GnHNjg8ZS4pba-IgC9zntDzXGqo4UG4ioVrw3MW6CDixlQvRJM6kixdfQgAe6HqokdVOtYDqDZBRD0Qgug1n9gbb3scT60Qf50IXOv_uTU-EMTx2aB3bd2AYEVu65Dn78--mMR2JNPY1PnMpFQ81jN1obmRyMFUcqwoN2dYVMiEZI1aKkiWZG4WiffTYIMP-kHShv9e8WbyyP7Sg7jt2EJJUYfrJMcd7-W3xZPKzPe1lR8zLOs1Qv-et0R_ku2uBmcHK5jUprDpTUXZ5iW_xkkkFGJMtnlG9ByzdHGp1spSbC3fPS17KaVVinlHyr036_xHWt6-bkJxUq57w03yAyXL3pFLR41ZsDBKoWtsteQJE&sai=AMfl-YRrJyoLPrGlOVw7rj2O2-TrQ1dbYaZNX1hD9SEOYdOkOaVIaki2evUhQG_Xvc9oV7rL-U0v4JyygVC9wNowob7ZPZHSeXRuQFtjzFh6gVqM5p7XfROBrIoVW6qSpRfpG5l9saq_n43NiUUQbUrQkG36iFH-4umCn6iVqZlhySkQ71EdeZJ3ZbQH6Bd11xhCgxYZho6c5jc1kdX1j83ssdDZPA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzB57nu46joWk&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9taWNyb3NvZnQuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjssZLy_YqIzi-7rtquu9WuiIE3aad_uGrixz4KaFWsw-L9Txet9cCYHRRWzXs6WUbVxAc7NU9t0eMLTyE7CrE5tdhcnCgtki-umk0Xnq-ccNX07s1F01_eUnF8MJirhM_tsKeRIf_HLK8WlJHl8SWS22FhvOxYWxpRNajVeQDHcLwSvAWdOk2TZJZxgMJid-8pNdfkM0GeFa8RtZSdUNXSnjGk-aJy7hwr_GYeZeQdjG1FIoegBFCe6-1E8d0UiYS_b-0zgF-KlDb8RlcN12--R0jhsn_vP68S07aIqxi57qTWIABAZMZvRg02pV1px7a13_covhZEmKKO2yDnoKNS1aDI0sWi5M4AIqxzJdB1gv7xvegEsccVREeqj9JPzuXE1eoTitUFzruHFk5qy2ptoPDsTShRqWyMN6K53buwPX_5WyW24ZQ5F9YkiaLpvnCJQNRTLMMCjq0oWRjBvgIH9RHdCBQpuoYdBtGcybOFSudNBce0zKgzDa1zhFyD_ST3cB6Wj803xBJu5poYo5XNSPAcN2h1nujc3dN6Em7zwX73fbkKsmcavmGhY7WMsKc6hRFv6vjWpjUguM0wtCbg3V4EKP0rtzU0tMyO29xBQ5tFMGNmwlXXKjhCrExoB4iq1c0mqnLf2hBYgwbK85OWsLciso0CyA-C5shHHTl79nakpTgL8ul5EMT1FiYTr6g8a9pj8x8kXfehe5R2oAjFU954TuUQNqSQ3gGUmO7mJlbjfhyL44Q04GvVoBnjBDRO3PjaRcjuaEFkVWS51IrSfxzdlj0IGXo-kLvTvxqloPvsG5vQwV_WiGVS-OBjUi4PxhZxdPnVYuoUTUuUApNzhmqFpgHEY3xNRzZBciLdvMjmoarLBqKWXb4tDALi6SKyHx2IJ602gswaejCK0m4dcGGl0y172KsYmTL0Yz_EPMrpkV2JmpSB6zqPJm6yNhzOHgB0bVAqLOMPERUYywwWohs4FeBdDtKMnpDQRzcpB2tnAXWKQJB-UcMQbAHZgrxkcDNtm0CEwfVDh9rAxmovOLLVfghWcJDrsIC5aPcxdDXcMUqlKVzUIcGack1X2kjV-SPwiSoPUuNcpXCjN6dW7p5GIHJsqerYg9C2mX5LtMdr5tWQD48jBrKU2hrdWO6BiilnY232yZr2bwxDe4cpa3IwDzs7ON1h0qyWa_eXC6AI_cIfFskzSQV8BB8X0l9_LsQhgJ3kWdc7jIdtQoGvC3gxIQpnbkl9VsXf8lkGhhVCPrkPZ2xySkV4BY-Cp0s_aix61r77rp4QQ5i-xvN8RfPcplY47LCSIJN7JguJHDH4xjwsWkdUz4Ah_oO3-IO7SoKphvEu_P5xqy6w93SClfxMmv6O4x3ZvIjqFsciv9aBO7oSWgLhayJ0eeuUH6wBq63CSIxya-zdHzqOnv5FyOvA6QhbR7VqE9WyTh4ed2JWQKMMzyXPhguiDRVMH2My36fP6hoAINSxRUXvq4_43GYFD6z5itQguFyd78NuTgfFYmWx68zTKKK02jLbmSkMIRazCaUzxkuAHon9MQMWSwZwk65j1s1sMYjejlOkkY6JmrhMaAxPlRoWhPAHy1PFMfsi1piuRrYUfYCgTDnGIfOWemc_EyU7Fi-lFmDTkUo8QsoA4K63zFJQfxyBo579qjAoWqPeXcsd--zE7o8bAbDgPrpyMiYK0e5H6TEqk-mhe4lmHt9QrjoJW6sG204FCyUDT7d4M18Wz0M3zv5jXpF0Zw8fbIyOLNfTo%26sai%3DAMfl-YSs3MBAUN179vwbifADIrjIkyRMLYGwGgOtkEXs-SK6CreUVH-EqHMfanMz1n3hGpPxt1UQren5uAP2z8ZKu7n0JZgtqEU2CypziF9x7VO3YFM4rZ5LtYZdmMjDbsV5D-rCvMZyqfYBd9aAtZKtfza00qcJJZg0eGIrf5g0LhyIpulEaOhxFl9EpMIoZaFqdlJ2pMXwzuLLlGLmRt1FmAz2esaq6Zw54mRc29CjmyLZnZW0fWELyTOT3BZMvegQsgUbkCE9gM1dhKotIwbV1n3tAnOxuISCAj9zRd8hjCMMx40CBWsYqCXe%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzBOHboC9Dwu7EAE%26tpd%3DAGWhJmuweDX6DkLQJSLX1XBtzVyqgx7q2c4fSl2aEO7mtPdGCQ5Dv7hYImUJLfAqtlFFDe814-tLUbA92oqaks04gLVVB6y-YLogbNcerS_OSrQTmqy7DNwNtAtJyNIdn-UDNYrhZ9TQSQsphjnVI4Wxtp-h4U7O_VzztJ8SwGlQBeJ9lpzDusThVdBZ7NzGa4NChaM_jPUz-ppH_HMEcHyCkkUP3XPDNe2CuXf-CcNhA9RN4D7z6WEM5yiebxo_OCcYpVh2unp4NGuWddnmOVGPmgs8jfKipQ0XxzegFo4q44Q93TIW0zLhqNe4S6mE9HIfRxe34lBxi5BRn-hotaAghsreeDmRixMHIOzR3NOOwBLn4uwT7UVoTVuYQLb7K5XDeAP0DDmLaKhP52csd01Ww2_ZRZQpKbIORcndJQzFH90DJFPlOJFyDHA35V0Ab8NFeg6lNvyyAuPnRUuBh4uNmLVv1M5siCkeSF0TGeaAxN5qhTxy2FFfNIlN_0xBJsMJYProQfR1y-fE_2lrL_vIrqxhRs8vt-HEDseiKd3utVsWofkGOZYlibdUomz1E9n7ZQrzKkHml6o-xQfQKY5ALyuqFeN8NKQAXoiVZOZZi5d4HYLCzKHEySEvYSfWwKDqdgfc5GoHsrMj3Pc-bq7Y8lV-EwzhdR9-cLv0UejX800WatJKIkBPYDCThvr1s-EslmJR4_FbSUs9CIX_Hb_RO6cYz9MUAPS-nmlNlsWgimiBEhtU7QpyKxeNY_6-RYXVU4ATpGe91CXyzSxREHAwo8qlcID2OEVaF-s5e39OiYxUSqUKlj2y_N8x3ukPshO2_nI5qsytmAIfk4BAuAB6oU6EcTq5wYEV76JT4nJkZlL5OY3RqWfpogyecUFVqvCQFVly6gt9l26NhZ651LrsJ20weYbEfGsb5H3k-Bqcmw5hbMR5LxCD8Udykl3-K1ZSC-FhLW4IAkQJtJQjDMomV9Sp53RFNR6TnwpPLVl3Iyqpa0O0WeGc09mOJtZPKjHccpVis5u2D60Ov_Q4PhIPfeUoRzQ3hQ-J8XmtCA_h1N_DNlaFAvP7c1xPYUbyXm5SqJdPMk1UdQpsPw12C4Ty8sKQI9GDNeTH6HvslmU6e28V2ZvHZjdGQEj91JIhSRiLD6gbwf_0bt7556OKix0UhAp7654HBuK5-fcQX07WH8Vz4HlDVsJUq-ClfRQjANFDB7-OHf73tIsSeKMcIsyc0nN-mBBgQzLzFRzR3Yl-Ygapmxq7cWEB67qURCQ5QYQxIjm2wvvFkD3vR3Ub6DYMerXicZnThetb7Rwb7Rs6Tzb1J9845ZlZID0P_hGWWu4efoSvhZnLbm1Ob0DfxontJsu3m9I0m9SRHF61FZ2DIRZ2xTHLru4YZdHS3eBfd6tXZA0WLWfsxr-5JL3SO1mIlXvMNMJjV1zGJLLpqMVUED0PF8Atp25VTVhnwGC699-TdPOYGUwwZeihpUPWX7kHY33cK0Z_TGXFLewttWCNh6tXYgJ6kNVrD22XIswrDKX7iRt8acvdvf1fSgdTpy_HR0Dvym8Vvy9omTMee1CNDaGSLWFtk13Pwws7hxULJUH87B6o153jDf3wXdUmMbVWNkwU51Nwdm02ccFKOMN8UI3lQB5fvU916zF6aPgB6-54uuw-hlsJEwNJfcYZqwEYghJ_HcWODHaiIPaCbuSRPZVvpepgQotOLQNXT7Yxc2yxU11MsG5XSEgOlU9baVKH09PABmblhIg07S5GC7iupDJP2_fu7m_z_6tmvmlpY1DV6Y8FNIIoxZLXJFUytxjePKAU5r7rkIdq8mUWdy635apuFKuC_scamBCop1B7DMJxf3hQVYVIm4YTX7Q3m66McHCec3QAOJF3HRxE9I-5a6ERzft1aykxoLlQzPRgTGXwTefFBJv0LbCNs8yWf2UqoXd_aaQ6UTYoPX21Sr_WJjNPZ-6-r9oAlu8NDhgZhHEF34BTK0tMhO_otxTJrWxNEjKARkH0Bg2y6ah5KIK0h2de8RBRhY9wmDR3x0iAaE92NjGeNrRYDhYtlRC1QjmwTrUT%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/microsoft-purview-compliance-manager%253FOCID%253DAIDcmmueiju6fc_OLA_34578020_433810859_244954196


Kelm did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

White House spokesperson Kush Desai said that the administration is ending former president Joe

Biden’s preferential treatment for green energy projects and “war” on mining and fossil fuels.

“The American people gave President Trump a resounding mandate to ‘drill, baby, drill’ and unleash

the power of American energy, and the Administration is committed to doing just that,” Desai said in a

written statement.

National Energy Dominance Council Executive Director Jarrod Agen said in a statement that the

council supports increasing “base load power generation.”

“Reliable sources like oil and gas, along with critical minerals, are essential to generating enough power

to not only win the AI arms race but also sell energy to our allies so they don’t have to rely on our

adversaries,” Agen said.

Trump wants to boost production of oil, gas, coal and critical minerals that align with his policy of

favoring fossil fuels to address his self-declared national energy emergency.

At the same time, his administration has held up permits for solar and wind projects since July and

blocked wind farms outright. The Energy Department last week canceled $7.6 billion in funding for

projects aimed at curbing climate change including installation of renewables, grid upgrades and

carbon capture projects. That’s on top of $27 billion in funding for clean energy that the Environmental

Protection Agency is seeking to claw back.
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“Fossil fuels and renewable energy face two very different permitting realities in this country,” said Ted

Kelly, director and lead counsel for clean energy at the Environmental Defense Fund, an advocacy

group, regarding Kelm’s comments. “For coal, oil and gas, it’s white glove service. For renewables and

storage, it’s freezes, delays and cancellations.”

This is a normal way for the White House to operate, said Diana Furchtgott-Roth, director of the Center

for Energy, Climate, and Environment at the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank.

Companies consult with Trump’s energy council just as a financial firm might consult with the White

House’s long-standing National Economic Council or a health care company with the Domestic Policy

Council, she said.

“Elections have consequences. President Trump ran on a platform of increasing the use of oil, gas and

natural resources,” Furchtgott-Roth said. “I see nothing nefarious in President Trump fulfilling his

campaign promises through the National Energy Dominance Council. In fact, it would be odd if he

didn’t.”



Kelm, who previously worked for oil companies including Shell and Valero Energy, described how she

would connect a company looking to advance a pipeline with “the politicals” at the agencies that control

permits. “They can walk out of our office, and they have all the contacts they need.”

Kelm said her team then follows up on the project to get a permit “unstuck” if it is being held up by a

certain agency or stage of the process, working with the Interior and Commerce departments,

Environmental Protection Agency and other government agencies.

“We know how to unstick what is stuck,” Kelm said. “It’s a lot of undoing old policies and getting rid of

regulatory burdens.”

Kelm gave an example of an unnamed company getting approval in four days for what previously would

take 45 days. She also described working with various departments on the proposal to open the

National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska to development.
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Trump issued a memo on Monday instructing federal agencies to issue any approvals necessary for a

211-mile road through Alaskan wilderness to be built to enable mining of copper and zinc deposits. The

White House took a 10 percent stake in Trilogy Metals, a partner in Ambler Metals, which is seeking to

develop a mine accessible from the proposed roadway.

The administration is also in the process of auctioning off the rights to mine for coal in Alabama,

Montana, Utah and Wyoming, following on earlier efforts to expand existing coal mining leases and

orders to prolong the life of coal power plants.

“This two-tiered approach — going to great lengths to prop up costly fossil fuels like coal plants while

blocking the cheapest, cleanest energy sources — won’t lower electricity costs,” Kelly, of the

Environmental Defense Fund, said in a statement. “It just saddles families and businesses with higher

bills and more asthma-causing pollution.”

What readers are saying

The comments express strong criticism of the Trump administration's support for fossil

fuel companies, highlighting concerns about environmental damage and the rollback of

renewable energy projects. Many commenters argue that this approach is regressive,

prioritizing outdated... Show more

This summary is AI-generated. AI can make mistakes and this summary is not a replacement for reading the comments.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/10/decision-of-the-president-and-statement-of-reasons-on-2025-ambler-road-appeal/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/10/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-approves-ambler-road-project-to-unlock-alaskas-mineral-potential/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/us-coal-auctions-will-test-industry-appetite-trump-mining-revival-2025-09-30/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/03/28/energy-coal-revival-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/06/01/energy-climate-trump-coal-solar/?itid=ap_evan-halper_article-list_1_18
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Trump admin will reconsider part of rule to protect miners
from lung diseases
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The Trump administration says it will reconsider aspects of a rule that aims to protect
miners from exposure to cancer-causing silica dust on the job.

In a court filing last week, the Trump administration said that the Labor Department plans
to “reconsider” portions of the rule that are the subjects of an ongoing legal fight.
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It did not specify what exactly it plans to reconsider about the rule, and a spokesperson did
not immediately respond to questions from The Hill.

The rule in question was issued by the Biden administration in 2024. It lowered the legal
limit for miners’ exposure to silica while on the job.

Exposure to this dust can cause lung cancer, kidney cancer and other lung diseases such as
emphysema and silicosis. 

The Biden administration’s rule also requires mine operators to use engineering controls
that reduce or prevent exposure to silica dust as the primary way to meet the standard.
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And it required mine operators to set up medical surveillance programs and provide health
examinations for miners. 
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The Biden administration said that its rule would save more than 1,000 lives.

However, it has faced industry opposition.

Ashley Burke, spokesperson for the National Mining Association, has said the rule “needs to
allow for” the use of administrative controls and personal protective equipment to help
companies meet the standards. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, engineering controls are
considered more effective than administrative controls or protective equipment at
preventing workplace exposures. 
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After the Trump administration’s latest filing, industry groups said in court that they are
“optimistic” that the Trump administration’s action could resolve their issues with the rule.

However, they also said they are “left in substantial uncertainty” because the administration
“does not say what its rulemaking will cover, nor how long its rulemaking might take.”

Supporters of the Biden-era rule says it is important for protecting people and preventing
disease.

“Everyone deserves to be safe at work,” said Chelsea Barnes, director of government affairs
and strategy at environmental organization Appalachian Voices.

“If this administration wants to increase mining across the country, they need to put the
miners and the workers first and protect them from silicosis and black lung disease,” Barnes
said. 
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Massive iceberg could be days away from ‘complete disintegration’: NASA
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4 Senate Republicans miffed over Trump’s angry rant targeting Collins,
others

5 Iran’s military might break with the regime
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Trump wants mining. Federal mine safety workers are on the
chopping block.
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Scientists who work to prevent mine disasters and the spread of  disease among miners face looming cuts under the

Trump administration.

Scott  Laney holds  a  s ign dur ing a  ral ly  in  support  o f  researchers  and other  employees of  the  Nat ional  Inst i tute  for  Occupat ional  Safety

and Health  of f ice  in  Morgantown,  West  Virg in ia .  Some employees in  that  o f f ice  were later  to ld  the ir  jobs  would  not  be  e l iminated.  Gene

J .  Puskar /AP

Federal scientists and engineers working to prevent deadly disasters and the spread of disease in miners could soon lose their jobs, even as

President Donald Trump moves to supercharge U.S. production of coal and critical minerals.

More than 570 workers at the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, or NIOSH, are waiting to see if their jobs will remain cut

after they were dismissed earlier this year, including about 170 staffers conducting screenings and research to keep mine workers safe.

NIOSH’s mine safety research divisions in Spokane, Washington, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, are housed within the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention and tasked with preventing injury, illness and death in the workplace.
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The exodus threatens to undermine the government’s ability to prevent explosions, mine collapses and black lung diseases, said one agency

staffer who was granted anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the media.

“The next mine disaster that happens, the [public] is going to look to Congress and say, ‘Why wasn’t this prevented?’ and we’re the only

group that does that sort of work,” said the staffer.

The fate of those workers could hinge on a legal fight playing out in a district court in Rhode Island, where more than a dozen states are

suing Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. over his plan to dramatically downsize his agency.

A federal judge in the Rhode Island case granted — and later narrowed (https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/08/court-agrees-

to-let-hhs-move-forward-with-some-cdc-terminations-00506782) — a preliminary injunction earlier this year that halted the terminations,

while attorneys with the Department of Justice have urged the court to dismiss the lawsuit

(https://subscriber.politicopro.com/eenews/f/eenews/?id=00000199-1a65-d6fc-a9f9-fe77561f0000).

Kennedy has moved to lay off thousands of employees (https://www.politico.com/news/2025/04/01/kennedy-lays-off-thousands-across-

the-health-bureaucracy-00262913) across the Department of Health and Human Services through a reduction in force that’s hit workers

across the agency’s footprint, from the Food and Drug Administration to the CDC and the National Institutes of Health. In April, about 900 of

NIOSH’s 1,300 workers were told they’d be cut.

The plan to gut NIOSH has faced pushback on Capitol Hill, among industry groups and in court, with top Republicans from coal-heavy states

like West Virginia coming to the agency’s defense.

That pressure has partially paid off. Following a lawsuit brought by a coal miner, Kennedy during a House budget hearing in May

(https://www.npr.org/2025/05/14/nx-s1-5398092/niosh-reinstates-occupational-health-workers) confirmed that 328 workers at NIOSH —

including those screening coal miners for black lung diseases in West Virginia — had been reinstated.

But the 170 remaining NIOSH staffers who also work on miner safety in Pennsylvania and Washington state remain vulnerable, said

Brendan Demich, vice president of American Federation of Government Employees Local 1916 representing NIOSH worker at both locations.

Some people who are deemed critical have been back on the job at NIOSH even after they were told they would be terminated, said the

agency staffer. Yet even those workers are limited in what they can do amid travel and spending restrictions, they said, while others have

left to take better-paying jobs in the private sector.

When asked about the lawsuit and staff cuts, Emily Hilliard, a spokesperson for HHS, maintained that critical services are being preserved.

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

“Under Secretary Kennedy’s leadership, the nation’s critical public health functions remain intact and effective,” Hilliard said. “The Trump

Administration is committed to protecting essential services like those that support coal miners and firefighters through NIOSH.”

But Demich said miner health and safety are indeed being gutted and that unless Kennedy reverses course, the secretary will oversee the

demise of a 115-year legacy of protecting miners from explosions, fires, cave-ins and chronic diseases, like black lung.

“Mining families, like my own, will see their loved ones suffer from preventable mining incidents and illnesses,” he said. “We hope this

administration recognizes that the Mining Program is an efficient and effective use of taxpayer funds and reinstates this unique program.”
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Contradictions

A coal miner in 2016 measures the air flow in an underground coal mine less than 40 inches high in Welch, West Virginia. | David Goldman/AP

The pending termination of federal workers dedicated to miner safety comes as Trump frequently touts the importance of expanding mining.

The president and his top officials have moved to expand mining operations across the nation by clawing back regulations, fast-tracking

reviews and supercharging funding to bolster domestic mining of coal, copper, uranium and critical minerals.

The White House has also proposed to maintain funding for mining safety programs even as staff have been told they will be cut.

The Trump administration is seeking to slash NIOSH’s budget down to $73 million for fiscal 2026, down from current spending levels of

$362.8 million. But the administration would maintain funding for mining safety research activities at $67 million, which is consistent with

prior years, said Demich with the union.

Senate and House appropriations bills moving through Congress likewise call for level funding in that area, he added.

When asked about staff and funding cuts at NIOSH on Capitol Hill, Kennedy has signaled support. “If Congress funds it, I’ll keep the program

open,” Kennedy told Democratic Rep. Greg Landsman of Ohio at a House Energy and Commerce subcommittee hearing

(https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-hearing-the-fiscal-year-2026-department-of-health-and-human-services-

budget) in June.

The mixed messages are sewing confusion at NIOSH, said the staffer. “It’s like you’re going to fully fund us, but you’re also firing everyone,”

they said.

The federal government began researching mine safety in 1910 with the creation of the Bureau of Mines following a series of deadly

explosions and accidents in U.S. coal mines.

Just three years prior, 350 miners died at a West Virginia mine from an explosion that triggered a mine collapse.

The bureau was shuttered in 1996 (https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2024/07/23/q-a-she-was-forced-to-close-the-

bureau-of-mines-could-it-return-00170317) and much of its work halted, but federally mandated research on mine safety was shifted to

places like Pittsburgh.

Today, NIOSH staffers there are working to eliminate mining fatalities, injuries and illnesses tied to silica dust, a known carcinogen.
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The staffer said those workers include “incredibly highly specialized engineers and scientists” who conduct life-saving research, including

research groups in Spokane and Pittsburgh that are developing personal monitors for workers to gather real-time data on what types and

levels of dust they’re being exposed to.

“They do research that can’t be done elsewhere or won’t be done elsewhere, because it’s either not feasible or not financially viable for a

company to do this type of work,” said the staffer.
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I
EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

Over the last several months, the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
has attempted to override decisions 
by power plant owners and state 
utility regulators to retire uneconomic 
fossil-fired power plants. This analysis 
quantifies the cost imposed on 
electricity consumers if DOE continues 
to mandate that these plants and 
other fossil-fired power plants slated 
for retirement remain open. Ratepayer 
costs could exceed $3 billion per 
year if DOE mandates that the large 
fossil power plants scheduled to 
retire between now and the end of 
2028 remain open. If additional fossil 
power plants announce or move up 
their retirement dates in an attempt 
to obtain the ratepayer subsidies 
available to plants subject to DOE 
mandates, the cost could reach nearly 
$6 billion per year. 
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Table 1 below summarizes these results, with the MW quantity in the first row multiplied by the 
average per-MW subsidy cost in the second row to arrive at the total ratepayer cost in the third 
row. The three subsections of Section II explain the methods and calculations used to arrive at 
the results in each row of Table 1. 

TABLE 1. Annual ratepayer cost of DOE mandates by end of 2028

Low estimate High estimate

MW subject to mandate 34,948 MW 66,337 MW

Average $/MW-year cost $89,315/MW-year $89,315/MW-year

  Total annual ratepayer cost $3.121 billion $5.925 billion

These large costs are at odds with the stated intent of the Executive Order that directed DOE to 
issue these mandates, which included meeting the “surge in electricity demand driven by rapid 
technological advancements, including the expansion of artificial intelligence data centers and 
an increase in domestic manufacturing” and protecting “the national and economic security 
of the American people.”1 Increasing ratepayer costs to subsidize uneconomic power plants 
undermines the competitiveness of U.S. manufacturing and data centers, as well as inflating the 
electric bills paid by homeowners and businesses. 

That DOE ordering retiring plants to remain open will increase ratepayer costs is intuitive and 
inherent. Power plant owners responding to market price signals, or state utility regulators 
responsible for ensuring utilities are cost-effectively meeting electricity demand, have 
determined that these plants are neither economic nor needed to maintain electric reliability. 
The state utility commissions of regulated utilities have determined that plants slated for 
retirement are not economic or needed for reliability through Integrated Resource Plans and 
other regulatory oversight. In deregulated Regional Transmission Organization (RTO) markets, 
merchant power plant owners cover the cost of operating their plants by selling their output 
into the market or under bilateral contracts with utilities or other customers under pricing that 
reflects the market value of that generation. Merchant owners that have decided to retire a 
plant have determined that the ongoing cost of operating the plant is greater than the revenue 
it can earn selling its energy, capacity, and other reliability services into the market or to a 
customer. RTOs also have mechanisms to retain plants scheduled for retirement that are needed 
to ensure local grid reliability, as discussed below, so RTOs have determined that plants slated 
for retirement are not needed for reliability. Thus, DOE mandates are overriding cost-minimizing 
retirement decisions that have been made by state utility regulators and merchant power plant 
owners based on extensive information regarding the cost, performance, condition, and need 
for each plant.

1	 The White House, Strengthening the Reliability and Security of the United States Electric Grid, (April 2025), available at https://www.whitehouse.gov/
presidential-actions/2025/04/strengthening-the-reliability-and-security-of-the-united-states-electric-grid/ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/strengthening-the-reliability-and-security-of-the-united-states-electric-grid/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/strengthening-the-reliability-and-security-of-the-united-states-electric-grid/


TH
E 

C
O

ST
 O

F 
FE

D
ER

A
L 

M
A

N
D

A
TE

S 
TO

 R
ET

A
IN

 F
O

SS
IL

-B
U

RN
IN

G
 P

O
W

ER
 P

LA
N

TS
   

|  
 A

U
G

U
ST

 2
02

5

3

II 
ANALYSIS 

A. MW of retiring power plants subject to DOE mandates

To date, DOE has issued two 202(c) orders mandating the retention of both large fossil steam 
plants slated to retire since the executive order took effect. In May DOE issued a mandate 
requiring the retention of the three-unit Campbell coal plant in Michigan, even though the plant 
owner, regional grid operator, and Michigan utility regulator and attorney general supported 
the retirement of the plant. Later in May DOE also mandated the retention of the two-unit 
Eddystone oil and gas power plant in Pennsylvania, even though its owner had planned to retire 
the aging plant. 

Based on the trend to date and indications that DOE has approached the owners of many 
retiring fossil power plants about potentially mandating their retention, DOE may attempt to 
mandate the retention of nearly all large fossil power plants slated for retirement between now 
and the end of 2028. 

As a result, the low estimate in Table 1 above calculates the cost if the 34,948 MW of large 
fossil power plants scheduled to retire between now and the end of 20282 are subject to DOE 
mandates overriding their planned retirement. This tally excludes 8,102 MW of retiring fossil 
plants for which at least part of the capacity is slated to be replaced by new fossil generation, 
which we conservatively assume will make it unlikely that DOE will attempt to override the 
retirement decision, and around 310 MW of retiring fossil plants that are below the 50 MW 
size specified in the Executive Order. All information on which power plants are scheduled for 
retirement was obtained from DOE itself, through the Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
Form 860 dataset.

For the high estimate, we included the 34,948 MW of large fossil plants with retirement dates 
scheduled between now and 2028 from the low estimate, and then added 31,389 MW across 36 
fossil power plants that are currently 60 years old,3 for 66,337 MW of total fossil capacity across 
90 plants estimated to be subject to a DOE mandate by the end of 2028. The Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator, the RTO for much of the Midwest, has documented that the 
median retirement age for coal plants in its region is around 60 years.4 EIA data show that the 

2	 EIA, Preliminary Monthly Electric Generator Inventory, data for May 2025 and published in June 2025, available at https://www.eia.gov/electricity/data/
eia860m/

3	 Id.

4	 MISO, Appendix E2: MTEP18 EGEAS Assumptions Document, https://cdn.misoenergy.org/MTEP18%20E2%20Futures%20Definition%20
Assumptions%20and%20Siting264883.pdf at 17

https://www.eia.gov/electricity/data/eia860m/
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/data/eia860m/
https://cdn.misoenergy.org/MTEP18 E2 Futures Definition Assumptions and Siting264883.pdf
https://cdn.misoenergy.org/MTEP18 E2 Futures Definition Assumptions and Siting264883.pdf
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average age of coal plants that retired in 2024 was 54 years,5 making our 60-year age threshold 
conservative. These 31,389 MW of plants older than 60 years old are comprised of 27,024 MW 
of plants without announced retirement dates and 4,365 MW of plants with retirement dates 
after 2028.

The inclusion of plants that are not yet scheduled to retire reflects the perverse incentive 
created by subsidizing plants that claim they want to retire. DOE mandates perversely 
incentivize plant owners to claim they plan to retire so they can receive a ratepayer subsidy 
to remain open. This perverse incentive is what economists would call a moral hazard. The 
information asymmetry between a plant owner and outside observers regarding actual plant 
economics and condition makes it challenging for an outsider to assess whether a plant is truly 
uneconomic and should retire. This is also why DOE second-guessing retirement decisions 
made by plant owners and state utility regulators, the entities with the best knowledge of 
the plant’s economics, condition, and value for meeting future needs, is highly likely to be 
inaccurate and impose large costs on ratepayers.

This lack of transparent public information on plant condition and cost, as well as expectations 
for regional electricity supply and demand and market prices, is also why we used data 
collected on EIA Form 860 regarding fossil power plant age to assess which plants are likely 
to retire. Age is a simple and transparent metric that MISO has found to be highly predictive 
of retirement decisions, hence why MISO uses age instead of economic modeling to project 
retirements in its own planning analyses.

5	 EIA, Retirements of U.S. electric generating capacity to slow in 2024, (February 2024), available at https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.
php?id=61425

??
??
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B.	 Ratepayer cost of DOE mandates 

The cost of recent Reliability Must Run (RMR) contracts is used as a proxy for the estimated 
cost of keeping fossil plants open due to DOE mandate. Many RTOs use RMR contracts or 
equivalent mechanisms to retain generators needed to ensure local electric reliability for a 
period of time until a long-term solution can be completed. RMR contracts are typically only 
used when the retirement of a power plant would cause local reliability problems, like voltage 
instability or overloads of transmission equipment, and are only an interim measure until longer-
term transmission upgrades or other solutions address those problems. An extensive review 
of recent RMR contracts indicated the average cost of those contracts was $89,315/MW-year,6 
which we have used as a proxy for the cost of ratepayer subsidies needed to keep retiring fossil 
power plants open under DOE mandates. The methodology subsection below provides more 
detail on which RMR resources were included in the analysis. 

We believe RMR costs are a reasonable proxy for likely DOE mandate costs, as plants kept open 
under either mechanism are likely to be able to recover the fixed costs associated with keeping 
the plant open. Retiring plants that have received an RMR are also likely to have similar costs to 
retiring plants subjected to DOE mandates, as both types of plants are retiring and thus likely 
have similarly unfavorable economics. 

However, the cost recovery for plants slated for retirement but kept operating due to DOE 
mandates has not yet been determined. Moreover, there is scant precedent for determining 
ratepayer subsidy costs for keeping plants open past their scheduled retirement date due to 
DOE mandates. The Citizens Utility Board estimates the cost for the Campbell and Eddystone 
plants that DOE has already mandated to remain open under 202(c) orders7 equates to a 
weighted average annualized cost of $181,200/MW-year, more than twice our estimate of 
$89,315/MW-year based on recent RMR costs, suggesting our estimate may be conservative.

Cost data for the Campbell coal plant confirm that our estimated average cost is conservative 
for that plant. DOE’s mandate for that plant to remain open cost $29 million over the first 38 
days.8 If DOE were to extend the Campbell order beyond 90 days and this cost trend were to 
persist, that would translate to $279 million in annual cost or $178,559/MW-year, almost exactly 
twice our estimate.

6	 The recent RMR contracts used to calculate this weighted average include Brandon Shores, Wagner, and Indian River in PJM; Lakefront Unit 9 and Rush 
Island in MISO; Braunig Unit 3 in ERCOT; and six RMR units in CAISO, of which Midway is the largest. The cost of these contracts ranges from $49,858/
MW-year for Wagner to $167,619/ MW-year for Lakefront Unit 9. We identified some of these contracts through the summations of RMR contracts for some 
regions provided at FERC, 2023 Common Metrics, (January 2024), available at https://www.ferc.gov/media/new-bullet-point-2023-common-metrics at 20-
22, and supplemented that list with additional recent RMR contracts identified through searches of public records. 

7	 Citizens Utility Board, Statement: CUB Joins Other Consumer Advocates in Challenging Federally Mandated Rate Hike to Keep ‘Zombie Power Plant’ 
Open, (June 2025), available at https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/blog/2025/06/30/statement-cub-joins-other-consumer-advocates-in-challenging-
federally-mandated-rate-hike-to-keep-zombie-power-plant-open/

8	  L. Larson, Michigan coal plant cost $29 million over 5 weeks to keep running under Trump order, (August 2025), available at https://www.mlive.com/
environment/2025/08/michigan-coal-plant-cost-29-million-over-5-weeks-to-keep-running-under-trump-order.html 

https://www.ferc.gov/media/new-bullet-point-2023-common-metrics
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/blog/2025/06/30/statement-cub-joins-other-consumer-advocates-in-challenging-federally-mandated-rate-hike-to-keep-zombie-power-plant-open/
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/blog/2025/06/30/statement-cub-joins-other-consumer-advocates-in-challenging-federally-mandated-rate-hike-to-keep-zombie-power-plant-open/
https://www.mlive.com/environment/2025/08/michigan-coal-plant-cost-29-million-over-5-weeks-to-keep-running-under-trump-order.html
https://www.mlive.com/environment/2025/08/michigan-coal-plant-cost-29-million-over-5-weeks-to-keep-running-under-trump-order.html
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C.	 Total ratepayer cost

Low estimate

The first two charts below show the ongoing monthly and annualized cost of DOE mandates 
over time based on the scheduled retirement dates for fossil power plants included in the low 
case. These costs increase over time as more plants reach their scheduled retirement dates 
and begin receiving ratepayer subsidies as they are subjected to DOE mandates. Our analysis 
conservatively assumes that plants do not begin receiving subsidies until the month after their 
scheduled retirement, but DOE could issue mandates for these plants earlier than that, which 
would increase ratepayer costs. By January 2029 the monthly cost of DOE mandates reaches 
$260 million, which multiplied by 12 months equates to $3.121 billion in annualized costs. 

FIGURE 1 | �Monthly cost for low case (plants with retirement dates by YE2028), in millions

$300M

$250M

$200M

$150M

$100M

$50M

$0

M
O

N
T

H
Y

 C
O

S
T

JUN AUG OCT DEC FEB APR JUN AUG OCT DEC FEB APR JUN AUG OCT DEC FEB APR JUN AUG OCT DEC

2025 2026 2027 2028



TH
E 

C
O

ST
 O

F 
FE

D
ER

A
L 

M
A

N
D

A
TE

S 
TO

 R
ET

A
IN

 F
O

SS
IL

-B
U

RN
IN

G
 P

O
W

ER
 P

LA
N

TS
   

|  
 A

U
G

U
ST

 2
02

5

7

FIGURE 2 | �Annualized cost for low case (plants with retirement dates by YE2028), in millions
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The next chart shows that the cumulative cost of DOE mandates reaches $4.8 billion by January 
2029 in the low estimate, summing the monthly costs between now and then.

FIGURE 3 | �Cumulative cost for low case (plants with retirement dates by YE2028), in millions
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The likely allocation across states of the $3.1 billion in annualized costs to ratepayers by the 
end of 2028 from DOE mandates is indicated in the map below, which shows the cost per year 
in millions of dollars. We estimate that ratepayers in 39 states and the District of Columbia will 
incur costs if DOE mandates plants slated for retirement to remain open under DOE mandates. 
States and regions that are not estimated to receive a cost allocation are those without plants 
slated for retirement, which are the six New England states, New York, Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, 
and South Carolina.
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FIGURE 4

Cost of DOE mandates by 
state in low case, in dollars 
per year by YE2028 

The analysis allocated the cost to each state on a load ratio share basis across the Balancing 
Authority in which the retiring plant is located, reflecting that the supply of that plant is pooled 
with other sources of supply to serve demand across that footprint. This is analogous to 
proposed allocations for the cost of DOE’s two recent 202(c) orders for plants in RTOs. Utilities 
outside of regional transmission organizations are likely to similarly recover the cost of keeping 
plants open under DOE mandates from ratepayers across their service territories. As a result, 
we allocated the cost of retaining each plant based on the MWh of demand served in each state 
by the RTO or utility in whose footprint it is located. 

High estimate

For the high estimate, total costs are expected to exceed $5.9 billion annually by the end 
of 2028, as shown in Table 1 above. Costs for the high estimate case are not allocated 
geographically or plotted by retirement date because this is more of a statistical, albeit 
conservative, estimate based on the typical retirement age for power plants. Unlike scheduled 
retirement dates, plant age does not determine that a specific unit will retire and be subject to a 
DOE mandate. However, the 60-year age screen should provide a conservative estimate of the 
total fossil capacity that is likely to retire, even if there is not certainty that a specific plant will 
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retire. The exact retirement dates for these age-based retirements are also not known, so we 
have not plotted the trend of cost over time for the high estimate. 

The location of plants that are likely to retire based on age is highly consistent with that of 
plants with scheduled retirement dates, so the geographic distribution of costs in the high 
estimate case is likely very similar to that indicated in the map in Figure 4 above. As a result, 
roughly doubling the low estimate state cost figures provided in the map above should 
approximate the costs ratepayers in each state are likely to incur under the high estimate in 
which plants announce plans to retire or move up their retirement date to receive a ratepayer 
subsidy. 

III 
CONCLUSION

DOE mandates to retain retiring fossil power plants could cost U.S. electricity consumers 
between $3.1 billion and $5.9 billion per year, depending on how many plants are mandated to 
remain open. These costs will be broadly distributed across ratepayers in all regions except the 
Northeastern U.S., with electricity costs increasing by tens if not hundreds of millions of dollars 
per year in most states. Power plants have been slated to retire because their owners and state 
regulators have determined they are no longer economic or needed. DOE mandates override 
those well-informed decisions, inflating electric bills for homeowners and businesses and 
undermining the competitiveness of U.S. factories and data centers.  
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APPENDIX A 
NOTES ON METHODOLOGY

For our review of recent RMR contracts, we excluded the Mystic plant in Massachusetts 
because a large share of costs recovered under that contract were associated with fuel costs 
for managing storage capacity in the associated Everett liquefied natural gas storage tank,9 
which would not apply to other power plants slated for retirement. At $291,431/MW-year, the 
Mystic RMR was more than three times greater than the average of other recent RMR contracts. 
Similarly, we also excluded a recent RMR contract awarded to a mobile generator in Texas, as its 
cost profile is likely different from that of retiring power plants. 

The review of recent RMR contracts suggests a trend that larger plants have lower $/MW-year 
costs, which is to be expected given economies of scale in generator fixed costs. The 34,948 
MW of fossil plants slated for retirement between now and the end of 2028 and used as the 
basis for our low-end cost estimate are comprised of 115 units across 54 plants, with an average 
unit size of 304 MW and an average plant size of 647 MW. The average plant size in our RMR 
sample is 646 MW, almost exactly equal to the 647 MW average among the retiring plants that 
are likely candidates for DOE mandates. As a result, our projected cost of DOE mandates should 
be accurate. 

Our sample of recent RMR contracts also suggests that coal plants tend to have higher contract 
costs ($113,904/MW-year) than gas plants ($49,858/MW-year). However, the coal versus gas 
capacity share in the sample of recent RMR contracts is nearly identical to that in the 34,948 
MW of plants slated for retirement between now and 2028, so this cost difference by fuel type 
does not significantly affect our national estimate of the cost of DOE mandates. Specifically, we 
calculated a total national cost of DOE mandates of $3.158 billion per year by applying fuel-
specific costs to retiring coal and gas plants, which is only marginally higher than the $3.121 
billion per year we calculated using a $89,315/MW-year average across both fuel types. This 
suggests our total national cost estimate is reasonable if not a bit conservative.

9	 For example, see ISO-NE, Mystic Cost of Service – Description of controls over the administration of the Agreement, (May 24, 2023), available at https://
www.iso-ne.com/static-assets/documents/2023/05/report_audit_controls_for_cosa.pdf 

https://www.iso-ne.com/static-assets/documents/2023/05/report_audit_controls_for_cosa.pdf
https://www.iso-ne.com/static-assets/documents/2023/05/report_audit_controls_for_cosa.pdf
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APPENDIX B 
ESTIMATED ANNUAL RATEPAYER COST  
BY PLANT AND REGION IN LOW CASE  
(PLANTS WITH RETIREMENT DATES BY YE2028)

Plant Name
Estimated  

annual cost
Plant  
State

Balancing 
Authority region

Total cost  
for region

Lake Catherine $49,346,564 AR MISO $1,081,614,162

Baldwin Energy Complex $112,501,234 IL

Newton $55,143,111

F B Culley $9,261,970 IN

R M Schahfer $75,649,846

Michigan City $48,230,126

Little Gypsy $37,574,841 LA

Waterford 1 & 2 $39,789,854

J H Campbell $139,402,927 MI

Wyandotte $3,885,205

Monroe (MI) $146,458,816

Belle River $124,594,492

Inver Hills $25,079,665 MN

Sioux $98,192,964 MO

Sabine $116,502,549 TX

Elwood Energy LLC $154,336,403 IL PJM $731,829,640

Kincaid Generation LLC $117,806,548

Rockport $232,219,125 IN

Miami Fort $99,568,415 OH

Cardinal $58,054,781

Eddystone Generating Station $69,844,367 PA

Transalta Centralia Generation $65,191,053 WA BPA $65,191,053
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Plant Name
Estimated  

annual cost
Plant  
State

Balancing 
Authority region

Total cost  
for region

AES Alamitos LLC $99,586,278 CA CAISO $389,440,403

AES Huntington Beach LLC $19,470,680

Ormond Beach $143,975,857

Ellwood $5,180,273

Desert Star Energy Center $47,988,975 NV

Intermountain Power Project $73,238,339 UT LADWP

Rio Grande $8,931,505 NM EPE $23,507,721

Newman $14,576,216 TX

O W Sommers $39,834,511 ERCOT $90,386,829

J K Spruce $50,552,317

Deerhaven Generating Station $6,698,629 FL GVL $6,698,629

Fort Churchill $20,542,461 NV NEVP $20,542,461

Dave Johnston $20,497,803 WY PACE $20,497,803

Alamosa $4,751,561 CO PSCO $132,373,833

Fruita $2,375,780

Valmont $5,296,382

Fort Lupton $9,002,957

Cherokee $34,011,170

Hayden $41,567,223

Comanche $35,368,759

Victor J Daniel Jr $97,942,882 MS SOCO $97,942,882

Riverton $2,911,671 KS SPP $246,500,601

North Omaha $25,999,610 NE

Maddox $18,934,790 NM

Cunningham $17,005,585

GREC $53,053,138 OK

Nichols $10,146,189 TX

Plant X $17,005,585

Tolk $101,444,031



TH
E 

C
O

ST
 O

F 
FE

D
ER

A
L 

M
A

N
D

A
TE

S 
TO

 R
ET

A
IN

 F
O

SS
IL

-B
U

RN
IN

G
 P

O
W

ER
 P

LA
N

TS
   

|  
 A

U
G

U
ST

 2
02

5

13

Plant Name
Estimated  

annual cost
Plant  
State

Balancing 
Authority region

Total cost  
for region

Springerville $37,941,032 AZ TEPC $37,941,032

Johnsonville $97,174,772 TN TVA $97,174,772

Craig (CO) $79,740,475 CO WACM $79,740,475

Total $3,121,382,295
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Forms Fatality Database Support & Resources Frequently Asked Questions

U.S. Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
200 Constitution Ave NW
Suite C3522
Washington, DC 20210
www.msha.gov
202-693-9400

Notice to Stakeholders

On April 11, 2025, the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit issued an order
staying the Silica Rule’s compliance deadlines until the Court completes a substantive review of
the petition. Accordingly, MSHA will continue to temporarily pause enforcement of the
requirements in the Silica Rule for mine operators until the litigation is concluded.

Disclaimer:

This notice statement does not create or remove any rights or duties and does not affect any
other aspect of MSHA or DOL regulations. This notice statement is not a final agency action, has
no legally binding effect on persons or entities outside the federal government, and may be
rescinded or modified in the Department’s complete discretion. Accordingly, it is not intended
to, does not, and may not be relied upon to, create any rights, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law by any party in any matter.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Mine Safety and Health Administration

https://www.msha.gov/compliance-and-enforcement/forms-online-filing
https://www.msha.gov/data-and-reports/fatality-reports/search
https://www.msha.gov/support-resources
https://www.msha.gov/msha-frequently-asked-questions?field_faq_category_target_id=181121
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.msha.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.msha.gov/


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

White House

Disaster Recovery Assistance

USA.gov

No FEAR Act Data

LABOR DEPARTMENT

A to Z Index

Agencies

Contact DOL

Emergency Accountability Status Link

Leadership Team

Office of Inspector General

Read The DOL Newsletter

Subscribe to the DOL Newsletter

ABOUT THE SITE

Freedom of Information Act

Paperwork Reduction Act

Records Retention Schedule

Help Desk

Privacy & Security

Accessibility & 508 Compliance

Disclaimers

Language Notice

Español

Site Map  Important Website Notices  Privacy & Security Statement

Connect With MSHA

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/general/disasterrecovery
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/oasam/centers-offices/civil-rights-center/resports/notification-and-federal-employee-antidiscrimination-retaliation-act-of-2002
https://www.dol.gov/general/siteindex
https://www.dol.gov/general/dol-agencies
https://www.dol.gov/general/contact
https://www.dol.gov/general/easl
https://www.dol.gov/general/contact/leadership-team
https://www.oig.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/newsletter
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOL/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDOL_167
https://www.msha.gov/msha-foia-resources
https://www.msha.gov/about/program-areas/standards-regulations-and-variances/paperwork-reduction-act-pra-information
https://arlweb.msha.gov/recordsmanagement/recordsmanagement.asp
https://www.msha.gov/msha-help-desk
https://www.dol.gov/general/privacynotice
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/accessibility
https://www.dol.gov/general/disclaim
https://www.msha.gov/language-notice
https://www.msha.gov/english-spanish-translation
https://www.msha.gov/sitemap/a
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/website-policies
https://www.dol.gov/general/privacynotice
https://www.facebook.com/MineSafetyAndHealth
https://www.twitter.com/MSHA_DOL
https://www.instagram.com/USDOL
https://www.youtube.com/user/USDepartmentofLabor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/u-s--department-of-labor
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOL/subscriber/new
https://www.msha.gov/miner-safety-health-application
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 / CRWM / CR Dams

Columbia River Basin

Columbia River Treaty

Water Management

Permanent Engineering Board

System Operations EIS

USACE Columbia River Basin Dams

Albeni Falls Dam and Lake Pend Oreille

Bonneville Dam and Lake Bonneville

Chief Joseph Dam and Rufus Woods Lake

Dworshak Dam and Dworshak Reservoir

John Day Dam and Lake Umatilla

Libby Dam and Lake Koocanusa

McNary Dam and Lake Wallula

The Dalles Dam and Lake Celilo

USACE Snake River Dams

Ice Harbor Dam and Lake Sacajawea

Little Goose Dam and Lake Bryan

Lower Granite Dam and Lake Lower Granite

Lower Monumental Dam and Lake West

Bureau of Reclamation Dams

Hungry Horse Dam

Grand Coulee Dam

Columbia River Basin Dams

The Columbia River Basin is North America's fourth largest, draining about 250,000 square miles and extending throughout the Pacific Northwest and

into Canada. There are more than 250 reservoirs and around 150 hydroelectric projects in the basin, including 18 mainstem dams on the Columbia and

its main tributary, the Snake River.

The US Army Corps of Engineers operates nine of 10 major federal projects on the Columbia and Snake rivers, and Dworshak Dam on the Clearwater

River, Libby Dam on the Kootenai River, and Albeni Falls Dam on the Pend Oreille River. The federal projects are a major source of power in the region,

and provide flood damage reduction, navigation, recreation, fish and wildlife, municipal and industrial water supply, and irrigation benefits.

Dams and Salmon

The Corps operates a series of eight dams on the lower Columbia and Snake rivers that affect the habitat and migration of anadromous salmon and

steelhead species. These are Bonneville, The Dalles, John Day and McNary on the lower Columbia; and Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little Goose and

Lower Granite on the lower Snake River. The dams impede juvenile and adult migrations to and from the ocean by their physical presence and by

creating reservoirs. The reservoirs behind the dams slow water velocities, alter river temperatures, and increase predation potential. Reduced water

velocity increases the time it takes juveniles to migrate downstream, higher water temperatures may have adverse effects on juvenile and adult

behavior, and predators find prey more easily in slower-moving water. However, all eight of these dams have juvenile and adult fish passage facilities

to enable fish to migrate past the dams; and, the dams are operated to improve passage as well as reservoir conditions for fish.

 An official website of the United States government Here's how you know 

US Army Corps of Engineers Northwestern Division Website

 

®

Skip to main content (Press Enter).

https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/crwm/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/crwm/columbia-river-treaty/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/crwm/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/crwm/peb/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/crso/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485064/albeni-falls-dam-and-lake-pend-oreille/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485127/bonneville-dam-and-lake-bonneville/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485145/chief-joseph-dam-and-rufus-woods-lake/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485167/dworshak-dam-and-dworshak-reservoir/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485190/john-day-dam-and-lake-umatilla/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485224/libby-dam-and-lake-koocanusa/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485279/mcnary-dam-and-lake-wallula/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485297/the-dalles-dam-and-lake-celilo/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485308/ice-harbor-dam-and-lake-sacajawea/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485332/little-goose-dam-and-lake-bryan/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485347/lower-granite-dam-and-lake-lower-granite/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485363/lower-monumental-dam-and-lake-west/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485397/hungry-horse-dam/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/fact-sheets/article/3485377/grand-coulee-dam/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485167/dworshak-dam-and-dworshak-reservoir/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485224/libby-dam-and-lake-koocanusa/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485064/albeni-falls-dam-and-lake-pend-oreille/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485127/bonneville-dam-and-lake-bonneville/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485297/the-dalles-dam-and-lake-celilo/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485190/john-day-dam-and-lake-umatilla/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485279/mcnary-dam-and-lake-wallula/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485308/ice-harbor-dam-and-lake-sacajawea/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485363/lower-monumental-dam-and-lake-west/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485332/little-goose-dam-and-lake-bryan/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/Fact-Sheets/Article/3485347/lower-granite-dam-and-lake-lower-granite/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/


US Army Corps of Engineers Northwestern Division Website

®

https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/
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Hydropower Data & Studies

Hydropower Impact

BPA provides about one-third of the electric power generated in the Northwest,

primarily from reliable, dispatchable and flexible hydroelectric resources. 

Hydropower Impact

Hydropower Flows Here

Hydropower educational resources

Climate Change and FCRPS

https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/power/hydropower-impact
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/power/hydropower-impact/hydropower-flows-here
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/power/hydropower-impact/hydropower-educational-resources
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/power/climate-change-fcrps


The Federal Columbia River Power System

Hydroelectric dams in the Northwest produce more electricity than any other North American

river system. The Federal Columbia River Power System delivers hydropower at cost, primarily to

public preference customers across the Northwest. The FCRPS is a collaborative operation

among BPA as the power marketer, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of

Reclamation as the plant operators.  

Click to expand map

https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-impact/columbia-basin-dam-map-expanded.pdf


Learn more about how federal hydropower serves America.

View infographic

Latest at BPA

BPA set to provide low cost, reliable power for another two

decades

December 23, 2025

BPA responds to widespread weather-related outages

December 22, 2025

Facts & Figures

https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-impact/all-about-federal-hydropower-infographic.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/about/newsroom/news-articles
https://www.bpa.gov/about/newsroom/news-articles/20251223-bpa-set-to-provide-low-cost-reliable-power-for-another-two-decades
https://www.bpa.gov/about/newsroom/news-articles/20251222-bpa-responds-to-widespread-weather-related-outages


BPA implements financial reserves surcharge for Power
customers

December 18, 2025

Federal Hydropower Summit

The Federal Hydropower Summit is a collaborative effort to explore opportunities to retain and

improve the federal hydropower system across the country. The nation’s four power marketing

administrations (BPA, Southeastern Power Administration, Southwestern Power Administration

and Western Power Administration), along with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau

Reclamation, launched the effort in 2016. 

Together, these agencies deliver more than 44% of the nation’s hydropower via 133 federal

hydropower facilities and 34,000 miles of federal high-voltage transmission lines. The energy

generated and delivered serves more than 60 million homes and businesses, or approximately

150 million people, in 33 states. This ongoing effort will look for improvements to ensure these

agencies continue to deliver reliable hydropower at the best value for the nation’s energy

consumers.

For more information on this effort, email pmaliaisons@bpa.gov.

BPA Fuel Mix

Click below to see the BPA fuel mix percent summary by year:

2024

2023

2022

2021

2020

https://www.bpa.gov/about/newsroom/news-articles/20251218-bpa-implements-financial-reserves-surcharge-for-power-customer
mailto:pmaliaisons@bpa.gov
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/fuel-mix/2024-bpa-fuel-mix.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/fuel-mix/2023-bpa-fuel-mix.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/fuel-mix/2022-bpa-fuel-mix.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-data-studies/bpa-official-fuel-mix-2021-web-post-2.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/fuel-mix/bpa-official-fuel-mix-2020.pdf


Energy and Environmental Economics lower Snake
River Dam analysis

BPA engaged electric industry research firm Energy and Environmental Economics (E3) to build

on the analysis performed in the Columbia River System Operations (CRSO) Environmental

Impact Statement (EIS) regarding replacement resources and costs associated with a scenario

where the four lower Snake River dams may be breached in the future. 

The CRSO EIS analysis examined a series of resource replacement portfolios using the

Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s latest resource cost estimates to reflect reasonable



replacement resource alternatives and associated costs. E3 will include a resource portfolio

optimizer model using their data sets and their criteria and objectives to create least cost

replacement portfolios. 

The objective of the current analysis is to provide BPA with an independent study of lower Snake

River dam breaching and potential replacement resources from a realistic analytic, operational,

and resource characteristic perspective, so that BPA can enhance its understanding of the

complexity and expense involved in replacing those assets.

E3 BPA Lower Snake River Dams Power Replacement Study

E3 BPA Lower Snake River Dams Power Replacement Study Presentation

Recording of the E3 briefing at the Northwest Power and Conservation Council July 12

meeting (the briefing begins at timestamp 1:57:20)

Earthjustice, an organization representing several entities in the American Rivers v. BPA and NWF

v. NMFS litigation, recently submitted a list of questions regarding the E3 analysis. Those

questions and BPA’s responses are posted below:

Energy and Environmental Economics lower Snake River Dam analysis Q&A

BPA also provided answers to additional questions from interested entities regarding its ongoing

analysis of potential replacement resources for the services provided by the four lower Snake

River dams. 

Additional Q&A  - Resource Replacement Analysis

Additional Information

Brochure: Federal Columbia River Power System

Map: Major Dams of the Columbia River Basin

The Columbia River System Inside Story

US Bureau of Reclamation - Federal Columbia River Power System

US Army Corps of Engineers - Columbia River Basin Dams

Energy Northwest - Columbia Generating Station 

https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-data-studies/e3-bpa-lower-snake-river-dams-power-replacement-study.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-data-studies/e3-bpa-lower-snake-river-dams-power-replacement-study-presentation.pdf
https://nwcouncil.box.com/shared/static/zhw1qh20u3s4tgd2jk6s9ozruo9lg967.mp4
https://nwcouncil.box.com/shared/static/zhw1qh20u3s4tgd2jk6s9ozruo9lg967.mp4
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-data-studies/20220428-earth-justice-qa-bpa.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-data-studies/2022-05-19-2nd-round-earth-justice-qa.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-data-studies/fcrps_brochure_17x11.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/about/publications/maps/columbia-river-basin-map-major-federal-and-non-federal-dams.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/power/hydropower-data-studies/columbia_river_inside_story.pdf
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/fcrps/index.html
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/CRWM/CR-Dams/
https://www.energy-northwest.com/energyprojects/Columbia/Pages/default.aspx


Energy & Services

Learn & Participate

Environment & Land

About

Contact Us

Navigation

Careers

Equal Employment Opportunity

Contractor & Vendor Resources

FOIA

Investor Relations

Privacy Program

Featured Pages

energy.gov

whitehouse.gov

Related Sites

Careers Accessibility• Vulnerability Disclosure Policy•

https://www.facebook.com/bonnevillepower
https://twitter.com/bonnevillepower
https://www.instagram.com/bonnevillepower/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bonnevillepower
https://www.youtube.com/user/BonnevillePower
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services
https://www.bpa.gov/learn-and-participate
https://www.bpa.gov/environmental-initiatives
https://www.bpa.gov/about
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/contact-form
https://www.bpa.gov/about/careers/explore-a-career-at-bpa
https://www.bpa.gov/about/careers/office-of-civil-rights-eeo
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/customers-and-contractors/bonneville-purchasing-instructions
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/freedom-of-information-act
https://www.bpa.gov/about/finance/investor-relations
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/privacy
http://energy.gov/
http://whitehouse.gov/
https://www.bpa.gov/about/careers/explore-a-career-at-bpa
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/accessibility
https://www.energy.gov/cio/articles/vulnerability-disclosure-policy
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Hydropower Resources

Hydropower Flows Here

If you’re a resident or visitor to the Northwest, you’re experiencing the benefits

of hydropower without even realizing it. The iconic rivers of the region not

only support the livelihoods and way of life for millions of people, but are also

our primary source of reliable and affordable energy. Hydropower is the

region's single largest power source! The next time you turn on the light

switch, make a pot of coffee or charge your electric vehicle, know that

"Hydropower Flows Here!"

Hydropower Flows Here

Hydropower Educational Resources

Hydropower 101

https://www.bpa.gov/learn-and-participate/community-education/hydropower-flows-here
https://www.bpa.gov/learn-and-participate/community-education/hydropower-educational-resources
https://www.bpa.gov/learn-and-participate/community-education/hydropower-101


Reliable Power

Just as the river is always flowing, hydroelectric dams have the ability to constantly generate

electricity. Hydroelectric generators can respond to increased power demands at any time of the

day or night, and in any weather condition

Economic Benefits



Because hydropower costs less than most energy sources, states that get the majority of their

electricity from hydropower — like Idaho, Washington and Oregon — have lower energy bills than

the rest of the country.

Learn more

Educational resources

What is hydropower?

Hydropower Quick Facts

https://www.bpa.gov/learn-and-participate/community-education/educational-activities/hydropower-educational-resources


Energy & Services

Learn & Participate

Environment & Land

About

Contact Us

Navigation

https://www.facebook.com/bonnevillepower
https://twitter.com/bonnevillepower
https://www.instagram.com/bonnevillepower/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bonnevillepower
https://www.youtube.com/user/BonnevillePower
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services
https://www.bpa.gov/learn-and-participate
https://www.bpa.gov/environmental-initiatives
https://www.bpa.gov/about
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/contact-form


Careers

Equal Employment Opportunity

Contractor & Vendor Resources

FOIA

Investor Relations

Privacy Program

Featured Pages

energy.gov

whitehouse.gov

Related Sites

Careers Accessibility• Vulnerability Disclosure Policy•

https://www.bpa.gov/about/careers/explore-a-career-at-bpa
https://www.bpa.gov/about/careers/office-of-civil-rights-eeo
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/customers-and-contractors/bonneville-purchasing-instructions
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/freedom-of-information-act
https://www.bpa.gov/about/finance/investor-relations
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/privacy
http://energy.gov/
http://whitehouse.gov/
https://www.bpa.gov/about/careers/explore-a-career-at-bpa
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/accessibility
https://www.energy.gov/cio/articles/vulnerability-disclosure-policy
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Back to Newsroom

BPA maintains strong financial po-
sition despite challenging water
year
November 13, 2025

The Bonneville Power Administration shared its end-of-year financial performance

results for fiscal year 2025 at its Nov. 13 Quarterly Business Review.

Through several strategic actions taken this year and in
prior years, however, we minimized the use of financial

https://www.bpa.gov/about/newsroom/news-articles


reserves, ending the year on much stronger footing than we
otherwise would have. I'm proud of the work our staff did to

mitigate difficult circumstances.

Chief Financial Officer Tom McDonald

The Bonneville Power Administration shared its end-of-year financial performance results for fiscal year

2025 at its Nov. 13 Quarterly Business Review. The public forum provided stakeholders an overview of

the agency’s finances, including updates on key performance indicators, major spending areas and

operating liquidity.

In FY 2025, BPA successfully achieved all its financial targets, demonstrating a strong financial position

even amid a dry year that challenged our financial risk mechanisms. In addition to achieving agency

revenue and cost targets, BPA sustained high investment-grade credit ratings, reduced its debt-to-asset

ratio, and concluded the year with significant U.S. Treasury borrowing authority. Furthermore, BPA

fulfilled its annual payment to the U.S. Treasury on schedule and in full, a $1.2 billion payment that

affirmed its complete adherence to financial obligations for the year.

BPA's financial strength is fundamental to its role in driving the economic prosperity of the Northwest. To

ensure this, BPA operates under a comprehensive long-term Financial Plan, which includes policies and

tools designed to guide decision-making and maintain stable, competitive power and transmission rates

over an extended period. The agency also sets annual targets to monitor its progress.

 “This year’s below-average water supply presented a significant challenge,” said Chief Financial Officer

Tom McDonald. “Through several strategic actions taken this year and in prior years, however, we

minimized the use of financial reserves, ending the year on much stronger footing than we otherwise

would have. I’m proud of the work our staff did to mitigate difficult circumstances.”

BPA ended FY 2025 with agency net revenues of $74 million, exceeding the overall target by $4 million.

This result was largely driven by Transmission Services revenues, which came in $22 million over target.

However, this is $211 million below the rates-based forecast of $285 million.

Poor hydrological conditions for a third consecutive year caused BPA to make more market power

purchases than anticipated. While some of these expenses were negated by strategic debt-management

actions that provided additional liquidity and higher net revenues, Power Services ultimately fell $18

million short of its financial target, ending the year with net revenues of $59 million.

https://www.bpa.gov/about/finance/quarterly-business-review


Transmission Services ended the year with net revenues of $15 million, exceeding the business line’s

financial target by $22 million. This result was primarily driven by higher-than-expected operating

revenues and debt-management actions that offset cost pressures.

FY 2025 marked a record year for agency direct capital execution, totaling $1.08 billion and falling within

the target range. This result was driven by strong execution on several large projects, including McNary

Dam turbine design and replacement, Chief Joseph Dam generator rewinds, Longhorn Substation, Pearl

Sherwood-McLoughlin transmission line upgrade, South of Tri-Cities reinforcement, Vancouver Control

Center construction and many others.

BPA ended the year with sufficient operating liquidity, with agency financial reserves for risk coming in at

$489 million and exceeding the target of at least 60 days cash on hand. Transmission Services ended

the year with $220 million in reserves for risk, equating to 94 days cash on hand. Power Services

reserves, however, were strained by three years of below-average water and significantly higher-than-

expected power purchase expenses. Power Services ended the year with $270 million in reserves for

risk, or 50 days cash on hand, which is below the 60-day threshold. This triggered a rate-adjustment

mechanism included in BPA’s Financial Reserves Policy known as the FRP surcharge.

The calculated Power surcharge amount, which will be applied in FY 2026 only, would increase the

annual average effective wholesale Tier 1 Non-Slice power rate by 2.2%, rebuilding Power financial

reserves by $40 million over the course of the year. The administrator will issue the final surcharge

amount and rate by Dec. 15, following a public review and comment period.

BPA's end-of-year results are available on the Quarterly Business Review webpage.

For more information about BPA’s 2025 performance, see the Annual Report which will publish on Nov.

14.

https://www.bpa.gov/learn-and-participate/public-involvement-decisions/make-a-public-comment
https://www.bpa.gov/about/finance/quarterly-business-review
https://www.bpa.gov/about/finance/annual-reports
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BPA set to provide low cost, reliable power for another two decades

December 23, 2025

More than 130 customer utilities signed long-term power purchase agreements that enable continued

growth and investment in the federal power and transmission systems
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BPA responds to widespread weather-related outages

December 22, 2025

BPA Transmission responded to widespread weather-related outages across its service territory.

BPA implements financial reserves surcharge for Power customers

December 18, 2025

Financial tool ensures Power Services can rebuild financial reserves and maintain adequate liquidity

Energy & Services

Navigation
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Pacific Moisture Drenches the U.S. Northwest

IMAGE OF THE DAY FOR DECEMBER 12, 2025

A potent atmospheric river delivered intense rainfall to western Washington, triggering flooding and
mudslides.

DEC 12, 2025

ARTICLE

NASA Earth Observatory
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December 10, 2025

Waves of heavy rainfall in early December 2025 spurred landslides and flooding in parts of the
Pacific Northwest. The deluge was the result of a potent atmospheric river that took aim at the

region starting around December 7.

Atmospheric rivers are long, narrow bands of moisture that move like rivers in the sky,

transporting water vapor from the tropics toward the poles. They occur around the planet, most
often in autumn and winter, with the U.S. West Coast typically affected by moist air that
originates near Hawaii. In this event, however, some of the moisture arrived from even farther

away, originating roughly 7,000 miles (11,000 kilometers) across the Pacific from near the
Philippines.

This map shows the total precipitable water vapor in the atmosphere at 11:30 p.m. Pacific Time

on December 10. It is derived from NASA’s GEOS (Goddard Earth Observing System) and uses

https://cliffmass.blogspot.com/2025/12/the-torrent-has-begun-philippine.html
https://cliffmass.blogspot.com/2025/12/the-torrent-has-begun-philippine.html
https://gmao.gsfc.nasa.gov/GEOS_systems/
https://assets.science.nasa.gov/dynamicimage/assets/science/esd/eo/images/iotd/2025/pacific-moisture-drenches-the-u-s--northwest/pnwatmoriver_geos5_20251210.jpg?w=720&h=545&fit=clip&crop=faces%2Cfocalpoint


satellite data and models of physical processes to approximate what is happening in the
atmosphere.

Precipitable water vapor represents the amount of water contained in a column of air, assuming
all the water vapor condensed into liquid. The map’s green areas indicate the highest amounts of

moisture. Note that not all precipitable water vapor falls as rain; at least some remains in the
atmosphere. Nor is it a cap on how much rain can fall, since rainfall can increase as more
moisture flows into a column of air. Still, it serves as a useful indicator of areas where excessive

rainfall is likely.

According to the National Weather Service, preliminary ground-based measurements showed

that several locations in western Washington received more than 10 inches (250 millimeters) of
rain over a 72-hour period ending on the morning of December 11. Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport set a daily rainfall record on December 10, with 1.6 inches (40 millimeters). 

River flooding was ongoing on December 11, with the Skagit River and Snohomish River seeing
record or near-record flood levels that day. Floodwater and mudslides have closed numerous

roadways, including the eastbound lanes of I-90 out of western Washington.

NASA’s Disasters Response Coordination System has been activated to support the ongoing

response efforts by the Washington State Emergency Operations Center. The team will be

posting maps and data products on its open-access mapping portal as new information
becomes available.

NASA Earth Observatory images by Lauren Dauphin, using GEOS data from the Global Modeling

and Assimilation Office at NASA GSFC. Story by Kathryn Hansen.
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An official website of the United States government Here’s how you know

President Donald J. Trump Approves

Emergency Declaration for State of

Washington

English

Release Date Release Number

December 12, 2025 HQ-25-093

Release Date: December 12, 2025

WASHINGTON -- FEMA announced today that federal disaster assistance is available to the state
of Washington to supplement response efforts due to emergency conditions resulting from
severe storms, straight-line winds, flooding, landslides and mudslides beginning on December 9,
2025, and continuing.

The President’s action authorizes FEMA to coordinate all disaster relief efforts to alleviate the
hardship and suffering caused by the emergency on the local population and to provide
appropriate assistance to save lives, to protect property, public health and safety and to lessen
or avert the threat of a catastrophe in Benton, Chelan, Clallam, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, King,
Kittitas, Lewis, Mason, Pierce, Skagit, Snohomish, Thurston, Wahkiakum, Whatcom and Yakima
counties, the Samish Indian Nation and all other Tribal Nations within the specified jurisdictions.

Newsroom
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Specifically, FEMA is authorized to identify, mobilize and provide, at its discretion, equipment
and resources necessary to alleviate the impacts of the emergency. Emergency protective
measures, limited to direct federal assistance, under the public assistance program, will be
provided at 75% federal funding. 

John Harrison has been named the Federal Coordinating Officer for federal response operations
in the affected area. Designations may be made at a later date if requested by the state and
warranted by the results of further damage assessments. 

Download Press Release PDF Accessible TXT

Tags:
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An official website of the United States government Here’s how you know

Federal Teams Support State-Led

Response to Historic Washington Severe

Storms and Flooding

English

Weeks before the winter holiday, communities across Washington began experiencing some of
the most significant storms, heavy rain and flooding in the state’s history. 

State, tribal and local emergency management agencies immediately took the lead in response,
coordinating resources and directing life-safety operations. When requested by the state, federal
partners – including FEMA and the U.S. Coast Guard – stepped in to support those efforts,
providing technical assistance and helping address unmet needs.

To meet any life-saving needs, over 170 Urban Search and Rescue personnel were positioned in
Washington state with swift water rescue equipment and search and rescue dogs. The teams
were brought in to assist local authorities with evacuations, building searches and water
rescues. 

Newsroom

https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/blog/federal-teams-support-state-led-response-historic-washington-severe-storms-and-flooding


 

FEMA mobilized these key resources under President Donald J. Trump’s Dec. 12 emergency 
declaraƟon for the state. The declaraƟon unlocked Direct Federal Assistance to support the 
state’s emergency response and allowed FEMA to bring federal teams together to provide 
lifesaving and life-sustaining augmentaƟon for the state, tribes and local communiƟes.  

“Following the state’s lead, our interagency partners have been vital to providing a swiŌ and 
coordinated federal response,” Region 10 AcƟng Regional Administrator Vince Maykovich said. 
“I want folks to know that when ‘FEMA’ responds, we are just one part of a larger, coordinated 
approach.”  

Under an emergency declaraƟon, the state may request resources to save lives and protect 
property directly from FEMA, and FEMA may task other federal agencies to help provide 
assistance. Federal partners worked shoulder to shoulder to quickly move resources and assets 
to Washington in the event that they were needed and requested by the state. What follows are 
a few moments of the federal team’s response:  



 

The NaƟonal Weather Service’s real-Ɵme weather and river forecasƟng enabled swiŌ and agile 
resource deployment. The agency also coordinated with the Civil Air Patrol to ensure safe and 
clear aerial damage assessments and imaging. 



 

The U.S. Coast Guard executed search and rescue missions, assessed the MariƟme 
TransportaƟon System for any impacts from the flooding, and monitored for any oil or 
hazardous materials incidents. 



 

U.S. Forest Service helped local teams with emergency road clearance, sending three trained 
and cerƟfied sawyer teams to support the state of Washington. 



 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers coordinated with FEMA and the state to provide direct assistance 
to impacted diking districts, including stabilizing banks, raising levees and addressing washed 
out roads. USACE also deployed flood patrol teams to idenƟfy areas of flooding and conƟnues 
to coordinate unwatering operaƟons. 



 

 



FEMA and the Department of War’s coordinaƟng element worked together to stage criƟcal 
commodiƟes, such as food and water. AddiƟonally, DOW-deployed Civil Air Patrol conƟnuously 
provided imagery of disaster-affected areas across Washington to support assessments. 

 

FEMA Mobile Emergency Response Support units were deployed to the State Emergency 
OperaƟons Center and federal staging facility to support disaster emergency communicaƟon 
needs. 



 

 



The Regional Response CoordinaƟon Center acƟvated on Dec. 9. To date, there have been more 
than 150 regional FEMA staff deployed to support the incident. The NaƟonal Response 
CoordinaƟon Center acƟvated on Dec. 11. 

Below are addiƟonal members of the federal team that FEMA coordinated with, ensuring that 
the state was prepared for disaster response with supplemental personnel, equipment, faciliƟes 
and commodiƟes: 

 NaƟonal Weather Service, NaƟonal Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministraƟon 

 U.S. Army Defense CoordinaƟng Element 

 U.S. Department of TransportaƟon 

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 U.S. Department of Agriculture/U.S. Forest Service 

 U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

 U.S. Coast Guard 

 Environmental ProtecƟon Agency 

 Department of JusƟce/Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms 

 Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security AdministraƟon  

As Washington state moves from response into recovery, FEMA and the U.S. Small Business 
AdministraƟon are supporƟng the state, tribes and local governments with preliminary damage 
assessments to assess home and personal property damages in impacted areas. The joint team 
is uƟlizing all available sources of informaƟon, including data from state drone imagery, federal 
U.S. Air Force-Civil Air Patrol imaging, the American Red Cross and geospaƟal satellite imagery, 
to ensure effecƟveness and efficiency. 

These assessments will help the state determine if the extent of damage is beyond the 
capabiliƟes of local, tribal and state resources. If the state or the tribe decides that addiƟonal 
federal assistance for individuals and households is needed to support recovery efforts, the 
governor or tribal leader may request a major disaster declaraƟon from the President. Such a 
declaraƟon would provide financial assistance and direct services to eligible individuals and 
households affected by the disaster, who have uninsured or underinsured expenses and serious 
needs.  

Release Date: 

December 23, 2025 
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Return to top 

 



 
 
 

EXHIBIT 83 
 

  



PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS

Stopping Radical Environmentalism to Generate Power for the Columbia River Basin

Presidential Memoranda

June 12, 2025

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY

THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

SUBJECT:    Stopping Radical Environmentalism to Generate Power for the Columbia
River Basin

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United

States of America, I hereby direct:

It is essential to protect Americans’ ability to take full advantage of our vast natural

resources to ensure human flourishing across our country.  My Administration is

committed to protecting the American people from radical green agenda policies that

make their lives more expensive, and to maximizing the beneficial uses of our existing

energy infrastructure and natural resources to generate energy and lower the cost
of living.

The Presidential Memorandum of September 27, 2023 (Restoring Healthy and Abundant

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memoranda/


Salmon, Steelhead, and Other Native Fish Populations in the Columbia River Basin), for

example, elevates “equitable treatment for fish” and misplaced concerns about climate

change above the Nation’s interests in reliable energy resources and the needs of
American citizens.  Among other things, the actions that the Biden Administration

contemplated in furtherance of the policy stated in the Presidential Memorandum of

September 27, 2023, included breaching four dams on the Lower Snake River,

eliminating over 3,000 megawatts of secure, reliable, and affordable hydroelectric

generating capacity.  The negative impacts from these reckless acts, if completed,
would be devastating for the region, and there would be no viable approach to replace

the low-cost, baseload energy supplied; the critical shipping channels lost; the vital

water supply for local farmers reduced; or the recreational opportunities that would no

longer be possible as a result of these acts.

To prevent these harmful impacts, I hereby revoke the Presidential Memorandum of

September 27, 2023.  Further, within 15 days of the date of this memorandum, the

Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Commerce, and the

Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works under the direction of the Secretary of

the Army (heads of departments) shall take all appropriate steps to withdraw from the
Memorandum of Understanding filed on December 14, 2023, in the Columbia River

System litigation, National Wildlife Federation v. National Marine Fisheries Service, 3:01-

cv-640-SI (D. Or.), Dkt. 2450-1 (MOU).

The heads of departments shall also rescind the “Notice of Intent to Prepare a
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the Columbia River System

Operations” published in the Federal Register on December 18, 2024.  As appropriate,

the heads of departments shall develop a schedule to complete the Supplemental

Columbia River System Environmental Impact Statement and reissue the Notice of

Intent pursuant to that schedule and in alignment with any updated National
Environmental Policy Act procedures of the heads of departments.  The heads of

departments shall submit the schedule to the Chair of the Council on Environmental

Quality (CEQ) and the Chair shall convene regular meetings among the heads of

departments and any additional appropriate Federal stakeholders for updates on the

status of the environmental review process.



Within 30 days of the date of this memorandum, the heads of departments shall identify

and report to the President through the Chair of CEQ on:

        (i)    all actions taken pursuant to or consistent with the Presidential Memorandum of

September 27, 2023, including the MOU;

        (ii)   the status of all Federal commitments made pursuant to the Presidential

Memorandum of September 27, 2023, and the MOU along with an identification of any
such commitments that may be consistent with the policies of my Administration;

        (iii)  any steps that may be taken to rescind or recoup Federal funds obligated to

implement the MOU; and

        (iv)   any actions that have been taken and future steps that must be taken to

withdraw from the MOU.

This memorandum is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit,

substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any

other person.

                              DONALD J. TRUMP
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