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MISO’s 3rd Expedited Queue: 8 GW of Gas and Batteries 

 Listen to this story 

 
Work on a BESS facility in Coldwater, Mich., in 2025 | Motor City Electric Utilities 
Mar 10, 2026 | Amanda Durish Cook 
MISO announced a third, 8-GW cycle of generation projects to enter its fast-tracked 
interconnection process, its largest cluster yet. 

Why This Matters 
Natural gas dominated once again in MISO's third cluster of generation projects for its 
expedited queue processing. Though gas took a 6-GW share of the total 8 GW of 
proposals, individual storage projects outnumbered gas plans.  

MISO’s expedited interconnection queue continued its theme of a high proportion of 
thermal resources, with gas plants outnumbering storage facilities on a capacity basis 
5.8 GW to 2.2 GW. Storage accounted for eight entries, while gas submittals took the 
remaining seven slots. 

In its second 15-count queue class, gas also tipped the scales and accounted for 4.3 
GW of the 6-GW group. (See MISO Accepts 6 GW of Mostly Gas Gen in 2nd Queue Fast 
Lane Class.) 

https://www.rtoinsider.com/127770-miso-3rd-expedited-queue-8gw-gas-batteries/#/
https://www.rtoinsider.com/author/amanda-cook/
https://www.rtoinsider.com/category/rto/rto-miso/
https://cdn.misoenergy.org/ERAS%20Interconnection%20Requests718482.xlsx?v=20250925100619
https://www.rtoinsider.com/120857-miso-accepts-6gw-gas-gen-2nd-queue-fast-lane-class/?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=
https://www.rtoinsider.com/120857-miso-accepts-6gw-gas-gen-2nd-queue-fast-lane-class/?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=
https://www.rtoinsider.com/127770-miso-3rd-expedited-queue-8gw-gas-batteries/


The grid operator said it expects this collection of projects to be in service no later than 
2031. 

This batch of expedited interconnections includes Northern Indiana Public Services 
Co.’s coal-to-gas transition at its R.M. Schahfer Generating Station. NIPSCO submitted 
two combined-cycle plants totaling 2,639 MW. NIPSCO cited its 2024 integrated 
resource plan to back up the need for the plants, which was developed before the U.S. 
Department of Energy stepped in to prevent the Schahfer plant from retiring as planned 
at the end of 2025. 

The Schahfer plant is on emergency stay-open orders through March 23. So far, DOE 
hasn’t let any of its 90-day operating extensions lapse, issuing a chain of orders before 
the last has a chance to expire. Schahfer also needs expensive, time-consuming repairs 
before the plant’s Unit 18 can function. (See Enviros Warn NIPSCO Against Rebuilding 
Coal Unit on DOE Emergency Order.) 

NIPSCO also put forward 500 MW of battery storage at its Mitchell site in Gary, Ind. 
NIPSCO said both the Schahfer gas plants and Mitchell battery storage “are necessary 
for resource adequacy to serve growing data center, advanced manufacturing and other 
economic development project load requirements.” 

Xcel Energy, DTE Electric, NextEra Energy, Swift Energy Storage, Hackett Energy Storage 
and Brickyard Energy Storage also submitted battery facility plans ranging from 100 to 
300 MW in Michigan, Minnesota and Indiana. 

Xcel Energy’s plans included its Sherco South BESS project, part of the 
utility’s planned Sherco Energy Hub in central Minnesota, which reimagines the site 
around the coal-fired Sherburne County Generating Plant (Sherco) into a solar and 
storage format. Xcel closed Sherco Unit 2 in 2023 and plans to idle units 1 and 3 in 
2026 and 2030, respectively. 

Gas plans, on the other hand, involve one of Entergy Louisiana’s three plants to serve 
the sprawling Meta data center in Richland Parish, a 478-MW plan from Entergy Texas, 
and Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s 250-MW turbine in South Dakota. 

Gas submittals from Alliant Energy subsidiaries Interstate Power and Light Co. for a 
750-MW plant in north-central Iowa and Wisconsin Power and Light Co. for a 150-MW 
turbine addition in eastern Wisconsin also made the cut. 

“The interest we continue to see reflects both the urgency and the opportunity to 
develop a clear, timely path to interconnection, and [the Expedited Resource Addition 
Study] is helping us provide that in the near term,” Vice President of System Planning 
Aubrey Johnson said of the batch of applicants. 

https://www.rtoinsider.com/122917-enviros-warn-nipsco-against-rebuilding-coal-unit/
https://www.rtoinsider.com/122917-enviros-warn-nipsco-against-rebuilding-coal-unit/
https://newsroom.xcelenergy.com/news/xcel-energy-to-build-upper-midwests-largest-battery-storage-site


MISO said that, to date, its queue fast lane has attracted 53 applicants representing 
almost 27 GW of nameplate capacity, which the RTO has either agreed to study or 
awaits approval. 

The RTO said it has completed studies on more than 11 GW of proposed capacity and 
the developers behind the first 10 projects already have struck generator 
interconnection agreements. 

MISO’s temporary queue express lane is capped at 68 projects, and MISO said it will 
entertain the last project submissions through mid-2027 before the process winds 
down on Aug. 31, 2027, if not sooner. 

Johnson said the queue fast lane is part of MISO’s larger work to get its regular 
interconnection queue unstuck and pick up the pace on achieving a one-year processing 
timeline. 

Express Lane Dropouts 
Developers have withdrawn eight projects since the fast-tracked interconnection lane 
opened in 2025. 

The most recent projects to drop off are two NextEra battery storage projects in 
Hoosier Energy’s territory. NextEra withdrew its 275-MW Sandcut and 400-MW Merom 
four-hour storage projects in mid-February. They were meant to serve a Solvenz data 
center. 

NextEra also shelved its expedited request for its restart of the Duane Arnold nuclear 
plant in Iowa. The plant is set to rumble back to life by early 2029. Google signed a 25-
year deal to buy power from the plant in October 2025. By November 2025, NextEra 
withdrew its fast-track request, though plans to restart the plant remain. 

Alliant Energy’s Interstate Power and Light Co. also scrapped its request for expedited 
processing on a planned, 950-MW natural gas plant near Duane Arnold in November. 

MISO confirmed to RTO Insider that any projects it lists as “withdrawn” were withdrawn 
by their respective developers. 

The RTO also said it allows other developers to take the place of withdrawn projects 
only if it can be done quickly. The grid operator said it doesn’t backfill fast lane spots if 
the developer doesn’t withdraw its project before it begins its round of studies. 
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https://www.rtoinsider.com/category/rto/rto-miso/
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https://www.rtoinsider.com/category/rto/rto-transmission/rto-transmission-planning/
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BEFORE THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Power Act Section 202(c) 
Emergency Order: Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator 
(MISO)  

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Order No. 202-26-16 

Exhibit to 
Motion to Intervene and Request for Rehearing and Stay of 

Public Interest Organizations 

Exhibit 170 
UtilityDive article 
on MISO fasttrack

interconnection 
study 
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MISO Resource Adequacy  Dec 22, 2025 

 
  

Planning Year 2026-2027 

Preliminary Schedule 53 Class Averages  

  

MISO has identified preliminary class averages for Schedule 53 and non-Schedule 53 

resources. This is a preliminary posting only and subject to change ahead of finalization 

of ISAC values for all Schedule 53 units by February 15, 2026. 

  

Non-Schedule 53 resource class averages have been posted in the LOLE Modeling Data 

Slide 7; this file will be focusing on Schedule 53 resources only.   

  

Only new Schedule 53 resources or resources that have less than 60 days of RAR/non-

exempt hours within an individual season over the 3-year lookback period would receive 

the Schedule 53 class average per Schedule 53 Tariff language.   

  

Resource categories with less than 30 individual contributing resources will not have 

class average values published or utilized due to data integrity and confidentiality. If you 

have a resource that falls into one of these categories it will be granted the Fleetwide 

Schedule 53 class average for that season. 

  

These class averages are applied to the unit’s ICAP (lesser of GVTC or Interconnection 

Service) to determine the ISAC value. The UCAP/ISAC ratio per season will then be 

applied to identify the final SAC per season.   

  

The following Schedule 53 class averages are preliminary and will be updated prior to 

use in the upcoming 26-27 Planning Year:  

  

  
Resource Categories Summer ISAC/ICAP Fall ISAC/ICAP Winter ISAC/ICAP Spring ISAC/ICAP Count of Units 

Combined Cycle 91.4% 85.7% 89.1% 84.0% 122 

Combustion Turbine 0-50MW 90.1% 88.5% 82.3% 89.7% 149 

Combustion Turbine 50+MW 93.7% 90.1% 76.9% 89.0% 169 

Diesels 93.4% 91.1% 89.3% 92.6% 84 

Fluidized Bed Combustion     5 

Fossil Steam 0-400MW 85.5% 81.4% 79.4% 80.3% 54 

Fossil Steam 400-1000MW 85.2% 80.7% 80.9% 77.9% 110 

Hydro 0-30MW     7 

Hydro 30+MW     7 

Nuclear     16 

Fleetwide Schedule 53 ISAC/ICAP 90.3% 86.8% 82.4% 86.1% 723 

 

  

https://cdn.misoenergy.org/20220713%20RASC%20Supplemental%2020220707%20LOLEWG%20Item%2003%20LOLE%20Model%20Data%20Summary625450.pdf
https://cdn.misoenergy.org/20250731%20LOLEWG%20Item%2004%20LOLE%20Model%20Data%20Summary710632.pdf
https://cdn.misoenergy.org/20220713%20RASC%20Supplemental%2020220707%20LOLEWG%20Item%2003%20LOLE%20Model%20Data%20Summary625450.pdf
https://cdn.misoenergy.org/20220713%20RASC%20Supplemental%2020220707%20LOLEWG%20Item%2003%20LOLE%20Model%20Data%20Summary625450.pdf
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Overview of Winter Storm Fern

Reliability Subcommittee

February 17, 2026



Executive
Summary

• Winter Storm Fern brought extreme cold, snow and ice 
across the MISO footprint, which created operational 
challenges including forecasting errors, unit availability, 
and low wind production 

• To maintain reliability, two  Maximum Generation Events -
Step 2c were declared on January 24 allowing MISO 
access to generation unit emergency ranges, load 
modifying resource curtailments, and emergency power 
purchases

• MISO is actively engaging in solutions to address the 
challenges that arose during the event

2
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Proactive and on-going planning prepared MISO for this winter storm

ON-GOING

PRE-EVENT

EVENT

• Coordinated Seasonal 
Assessments (Winter)

• Winter Readiness 
Workshops

• Emergency Procedure 
Drills

• Issued Informational 
Advisories & Cold 
Weather Alert

• Daily coordination 
with neighbors

• Declared Conservative 
Operations

January 24, 2026

• Max Generation Event Step 
2c – North and Central 
Regions

 Emergency Ranges

 Utilized LMRs

 Emergency Power 
Purchase from PJM

January 26, 2026

• Capacity Advisory – North 
and Central Regions

MISO regularly coordinates with our neighbors during 
events and normal operations

SYSTEM TOPOLOGY

• Highly inter-connected 
grid  across 15 states 
and Manitoba

• Diverse generation mix

• Relationships with 
seams partners
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While all occurring in January over the last three years, each winter event 
has unique characteristics that require different actions

*Load Modifying Resources requested for the peak load hour for the noted storm time period

WINTER STORM ENZO
January 18-22, 2025

System Peak Load (January 21, 2025) 107 GW

Incremental Unplanned Outages 10 GW

Scheduled Load Modifying Resources* 1.2 GW

RDT Max Flow & Direction 2.7 GW N-S

Average Daily Wind Generation 15.4 GW

Precipitation: Modest snowfall across MISO’s North 
and Central regions

System Peak Load (January 16, 2024) 105 GW

Incremental Unplanned Outages 4 GW

Scheduled Load Modifying Resources* 0 MW

RDT Max Flow & Direction 2.6 GW N-S

Average Daily Wind Generation 20.0 GW

Precipitation: Moderate snowfall across MISO’s South 
and Central regions

WINTER STORM HEATHER 
January 13-17, 2024

System Peak Load (January 27, 2026) 105 GW

Incremental Unplanned Outages 6 GW

Scheduled Load Modifying Resources 2.0 GW

RDT Max Flow & Direction 4.0 GW S-N

Average Daily Wind Generation 3.1 GW

Precipitation: Significant snowfall across MISO’s South and 
Central regions, significant icing in the South region

WINTER STORM FERN
January 22-27, 2026
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Persistent negative capacity margins in the North and Central regions on January 24 
prompted MISO to take emergency actions to maintain system reliability

Event step times are approximate, for exact times see slide 11 in the appendix
RT = Real Time and ND = Next Day

Step 1b Step 2a Step 2c Step 2c Step 1b

Reserve Margin (MW)

Accessed Emergency Energy (MW)
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Significant unplanned outages caused by the extreme cold contributed to 
the need for MISO to commit all available resources in real time

Extended Combustion Turbine (CTs) 
lead times hindered real-time 
commitments

• In the North and Central regions 
29  CTs increased their start times 
significantly on January 23

• 13 of those remained under the  
24-hour notification threshold to 
maintain maximum accreditation 
value

Daily Committed Thermal Unit Capacity in DART & 
Actual Generation at Peak Hour
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MISO experienced significant unplanned outages due to the extreme cold 
mostly in the North and Central Region

1/23/2026 1/24/2026 1/25/2026

MISO System Wide Daily Unplanned* Generation Outages (GW) by Fuel

Other**

Nuclear

Wind

Gas

Coal

38 GW
40 GW

44 GW

16.7 GW 17.2 GW

10 GW

Total Outages

Same-Day
Outages

*Unplanned includes emergency, urgent and  forced outages and derates. Charts reflect data in the CROW outage system on January 26, 2026. Wind often reported as derated over the time period.

** Other includes Oil, Hydro, Petroleum Coke, Waste, Behind the Meter Generation, and units not in the market footprint

Percentage of total unplanned* 
outages that occurred in the 
North/Central regions

82% 80% 77%

Unplanned* Outages and Derates
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Emergency prices were 
not published for eleven 
hours on January 24 due 
to technical issues; as a 
result, prices did not 
reflect emergency 
conditions and imports 
were not properly 
incentivized

SOUTHWEST 
POWER POOL

SOUTHERN 
COMPANY

PJM 
INTERCONNECTION

RDT = Regional Directional Transfer, which has a North-South limit of 3.0 GW and South-North limit of 2.5 GW

1.3

0.6

3.7

Average Net Scheduled Interchange (GW)
January 24, 2026

MISO

ASSOCIATED ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 

INCORPORATED

MANITOBA HYDRO

ONTARIO

TENNESSEE VALLEY 
AUTHORITY

Imports from PJM were driven by 
emergency energy purchases
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Challenges that impacted operations during Winter Storm Fern are already 
being addressed with solutions 

Proactive Communication  
MISO coordinated with members to maximize 

transmission and generation availability

Staffing Support 
Extra operators, including dual-qualified 

operators, ensured MISO had the experienced 
personnel needed

Coordination with Neighbors
 PJM provided emergency energy that 

was key to addressing capacity concerns

• Tailored Operating Instruction: There was a lack of clarity in operating instruction regarding public appeals; enhanced functionality in 
Operator Interface will be implemented by this summer

• Pricing Fix - Ex-Post LMPs were not calculated or published for ~11 hours due to a software issue; a fix was implemented on         
February 5, 2026

• Reserve Procurement and Deliverability - Reserves offered into the market were stranded in the south but Look Ahead Commit (LAC) 
could not differentiate; enhancement will be delivered this year

• Uncertainty Forecasting and Peak Hour Planning - Enhancements needed to improve uncertainty forecasting model, and we need to 
move away from peak hour planning and assess the operating plan across all hours of the operating day

• Emergency Pricing – Emergency prices were observed in the non-emergency South region; cause TBD but needs to be addressed

L E S S O N S  L E A R N E D



Appendix

10



11

Sequencing of alert, warning and events during winter storm Fern

Note: All times indicate the effective time of each declaration

Cold Weather Alert  
(System Wide)

Jan 23, 00:00 EST – Feb 01, 23:59 EST

ALERTS

Conservative Operations
(System Wide)

Jan 23, 20:00 EST – Jan 29, 23:59 EST

WARNING EVENTS

Capacity Advisory
(North and Central)

Jan 29, 00:00 EST – Jan 29, 23:59 EST

Conservative Operations
(MISO South)

Jan 30, 00:01 EST – Feb 01, 23:59 EST

Max Generation Warning
(North and Central)

Jan 24, 12:00 EST – Jan 24, 17:00 EST

Max Gen Event Step 1b
(North and Central)

Jan 24, 00:30 EST – Jan 24, 04:36 EST

Max Gen Event Step 2a
(North and Central)

Jan 24, 04:36 EST – Jan 24, 06:01 EST

Max Gen Event Step 2c
(North and Central)

Jan 24, 06:01 EST – Jan 24, 12:00 EST

Max Gen Event Step 2c
(North and Central)

Jan 24, 17:00 EST – Jan 24, 21:00 EST

Max Gen Event Step 1b
(North and Central)

Jan 24, 21:00 EST – Jan 24, 23:59 EST
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As part of the EEA2 declaration, MISO deployed ~2 GW of Load Modifying Resources in 
addition to the self-scheduled amount in the North and Central regions

*MP Acknowledgement of MISO scheduling instructions

Hour Ending (HE)

Self-Scheduled and Deployed Load Modifying Resources*
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MISO experienced an increase of unplanned and derated outages due to 
fuel-related issues in the North and Central regions

*Unplanned = forced outages and derates, Charts reflect data in the CROW outage system on January 26, 2026, Wind often reported as derated over the time period
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