
Department of Energy 
Washington, DC  20585 

August 3, 2026 

NOTICE OF FLOODPLAIN ACTION 

for  

First Energy Transmission on behalf of Mid-Atlantic Interstate Transmission, LLC, Johnstown–
Seward 230 Kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Rebuild Project 

 Cambria, Indiana, and Westmoreland Counties, Pennsylvania 

The Department of Energy (DOE), Office of Energy Dominance Financing (EDF), is issuing this 
notice of floodplain action for First Energy Transmission on behalf of Mid-Atlantic Interstate 
Transmission, Inc.'s (FET-MAIT) Johnstown–Seward 230 kV Transmission Line Rebuild 
Project Transmission Line Rebuild Project (Project) in Cambria, Indiana, and Westmoreland 
Counties, Pennsylvania.  

FET-MAIT has applied for Federal financial assistance for the Project. DOE has determined that 
the potential Federal financial assistance for the Project is a floodplain action; therefore, the 
requirements of 10 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1022 apply.  

Pursuant to 10 CFR Part 1022, a 15-day public comment period for this proposed floodplain 
action commences with publication of this notice and will conclude on August 19, 2026. At the 
end of the public comment period, DOE will consider all substantive comments received and 
prepare a floodplain statement of findings.   

The floodplain assessment is attached to this notice.  

To submit comments, please email edf_environmental@doe.gov. Please include 
“MAIT:  Johnstown to Seward” in the subject line. Comments must be received by August 19, 
2026.

mailto:edf_environmental@doe.gov


 

FLOODPLAIN ASSESSMENT 

for 

First Energy Transmission on behalf of Mid-Atlantic Interstate Transmission, LLC, Johnstown–
Seward 230 Kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Rebuild Project 

 Cambria, Indiana, and Westmoreland Counties, Pennsylvania 

August 3, 2026 

Introduction 

A portion of the 225.72-acre Johnstown–Seward 230 kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project 
(“Project”) study area is located within the 100-year floodplain of the Conemaugh River and 
associated tributaries (including FEMA-regulated floodways and floodplains mapped in 
Cambria, Indiana, and Westmoreland Counties, Pennsylvania). The Project, a transmission line 
rebuild, is not considered to be a critical action, as defined at 10 CFR 1022.4. This memo 
describes the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) assessment of floodplains pursuant to 10 CFR 
1022. 

Floodplain Assessment 

As defined at 10 CFR 1022.4, Floodplain action means any DOE action that takes place in a 
floodplain, including any DOE action in a wetland that is also within the floodplain. DOE has 
determined that the Project is a floodplain action. 

Project Description 

The Project consists of rebuilding and reconductoring approximately 6.7 miles of the existing 
Johnstown–Seward 230 kV transmission line within an existing right-of-way (ROW). The ROW 
is approximately 160 feet wide for the first 3.0 miles eastward from the Seward Substation, 
widening to approximately 320 feet for the remaining 3.7 miles to the Johnstown Substation. 

The rebuild includes replacing fifty-nine (59) of the existing sixty-one (61) structures (primarily 
transitioning from aging wood H-Frame structures to resilient steel structures) and upgrading the 
existing conductor to a higher-capacity conductor to accommodate load growth and enhance 
system reliability.  

The transmission line will aerially cross the Conemaugh River in two locations. Four (4) 
replacement structures currently located within wetland/floodplain areas are proposed to be 
replaced at or near their existing locations. To minimize temporary construction impacts, timber 
matting will be utilized in wet areas, and streams will be air-bridged during access. No new 
ROW clearing or permanent access roads are required within the regulatory floodway. 

Construction is tentatively scheduled to begin on or about September 4, 2026, to meet an in-
service target date of June 2027. The new steel structures and conductors are anticipated to be in 
service for at least 40 years. 



 

MAIT has provided information regarding the Project to representatives of St. Clair Township in 
Westmoreland County, East Wheatfield Township in Indiana County, and Jackson Township in 
Cambria County, Pennsylvania. Copies of the Letter of Notification were officially served upon 
all state agencies, federal agencies, county agencies, municipalities, and landowners on June 4, 
2026, in accordance with 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(3). 

Alternatives  

The alternatives before DOE include: (1) to provide Federal financial assistance for the Project; 
or (2) not provide Federal financial assistance for the Project. No siting alternatives were 
considered by DOE. 

Proposed Statement of Findings 

The replacement steel structures are designed with profiles that will not affect base flood 
elevations, and the Project conforms to all applicable state, county, and local floodplain 
protection standards. Specifically, the Project’s floodplain and wetland crossings are covered 
under Pennsylvania State Programmatic General Permit 6 (PASPGP-6) issued by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers-Pittsburgh District and Pennsylvania Chapter 105 General Permits. 

No modifications to existing site elevations or permanent grading within the floodway are 
proposed. Temporary erosion and sedimentation controls will be installed and maintained in 
accordance with Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and county conservation 
district regulations until work areas are fully restored and stabilized to original vegetative cover.



 

Attachment 

Figure 1  Johnstown–Seward 230 kV Transmission Line Rebuild, Project Location Map. 
  

  

 


