February 7-14, 2026

Fernald Preserve, Hamilton, OH




Registration Information

Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. Please email
fernald@Im.doe.gov or call (513) 648-3330 for all registrations for on-site programs at
Fernald Preserve. Off-site program registration information is provided in the program
description.

Virtual sessions: Please email fernald@Im.doe.gov and a registration link will be
sent to you. Additionally, we will have an in-person session at Fernald Preserve in the
Community Meeting Room. The session will be livestreamed from Fernald Preserve.

Please call our recorded line for inclement weather, snow updates, and program
cancellation information: (513) 738-2101.

Energy.gov/LM/Fernald-Preserve-Visitors-Center
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Schedule at a glance

All programs begin at the Fernald Preserve Visitors Center atrium unless otherwise specified. Registration
is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. Off-site program registration information is provided in
the program description.

Saturday, Feb. 7

Waterfowl Walk with Luke Thies 8-9 a.m.
Birders' Social — tea and coffee provided by Cincinnati Audubon Society .

) . . 9:30-10 a.m.
(registration not required)
The Raptors of Spring Grove Cemetery Presentation with Jordan West | Community Meeting Room ~ 10-11a.m.
Bird Banding Demonstration M am-4p.m
Drop-in program behind the visitors center (follow the signs; registration not required) -m.-4 p.m.
Birding Basics with Frances Boyens | Community Meeting Room 11-11:30 a.m.

Birds and Botany Walk with the Midwest Native Plant Society

It's for the Birds: Build a Birdhouse
Off-site program with MetroParks of Butler County

Location: River Center at Bicentennial Commons 1-2:30 p.m.

100 South Carmody Boulevard, Middletown, OH 45044

Register on their website at: reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/3841

Fernald History and Exhibits Tour with Reilly Earhart (registration not required) :21:-02_:013 p-m.

Merlin Sound ID and Birding by Ear Presentation and Walk with Brian Wulker | Community Meeting Room  2-3:30 p.m.

Introduction to Bird Identification with Ash Conway | Community Meeting Room 4-5 p.m.

Short-eared Owl walk with Fernald Staff 5:15-6:30 p.m.

Birds of the Oxbow Presentation with Jon Seymore of Oxbow Inc. | Community Meeting Room 6:30 -7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 8

Music Concert with Chris Rowlands | Community Meeting Room 1-2 p.m.

Science and Art Stations 1-5p.m.

All About Eagles! Interactive Program with Neil Baker from the Ohio Division of Wildlife 2:30-3 p.m.

Art lesson with Chris Rowlands | Community Meeting Room 3-4 p.m.

Owl Walk for Families with Fernald Staff 5:15-6 p.m.
Monday, Feb.9 —
Tuesday, Feb. 10 —

Owl Prowl Off-Site Walk with MetroParks of Butler County

Location: Harbin Park Overlook Shelter | 1300 Hunter Road, Fairfield, OH 45014 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Register on their website at: reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/3840

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.



Wednesday, Feb. 11

Birds of the Preserve walk with Luke Thies
Fernald History/Exhibits Tour with Reilly Earhart (registration not required)

Short-eared Owl walk with Fernald staff

Thursday, Feb. 12

Fernald History and Exhibits Tour with Reilly Earhart (registration not required)

A Big Year on a Budget Presentation with Connor Fox | Community Meeting Room

Friday, Feb. 13

Waterfow! ID Workshop and Walk with Luke Thies | Community Meeting Room
Winter Birding Walk with Wayne Wauligman of Oxbow Inc.

Fernald History and Exhibits Tour with Reilly Earhart (registration not required)

Birding Basics with Frances Boyens | Community Meeting Room
Accessible Owl Watching with Fernald Staff
Adult Science Night — Owl Pellet Dissection with Fernald Staff | Community Meeting Room

Saturday, Feb. 14

Sparrows of Fernald Presentation and Walk with Jim McCormac | Community Meeting Room

Birding Walk at Bortz Family Preserve — Off-Site Walk with Jack Stenger of Cardinal Land
Conservancy

Location: Bortz Family Preserve. For directions and preserve information, visit
cardinallandconservancy.org/bortz-family-nature-preserve/

Registration: Please email fernald@Im.doe.gov to register for this program

All About Owls — Live Raptors Program with RAPTOR Inc. | Community Meeting Room
Fernald History and Exhibits Tour with Reilly Earhart (registration not required)

Love in the Garden Presentation with Carol Mundy (adults only) | Community Meeting Room

The Love Lives of Birds Virtual Presentation Hosted at Fernald with Laura Erickson
Community Meeting Room and online (register to receive a link)

On-Site Disposal Facility Sunset Owl Walk with Fernald Staff

8-11a.m.

12:30-1:15 p.m.
1:15- 2:00 p.m.

5:15-6:30 p.m.

12:30-1:15 p.m.
1:15-2 p.m.

6-7 p.m.

8-10 am.
10 a.m.-Noon

12:30-1:15 p.m.
1:15-2 p.m.

4:30-5 p.m.
5:15-6:30 p.m.
6:30-7:30 p.m.

8-11a.m.

9am.

11:30 am-12:30 p.m.

12:30-1:15 p.m.
1:15-2 p.m.

2-3:30 p.m.
3:30-4:30 p.m.

5-6:30 p.m.

Registration required for all programs unless otherwise noted



Fernald Ecology Programs

Luke Thies is an interpretive specialist at Fernald Preserve. He isa U.S.
Geological Society sub-permittee Bird Bander, doing surveys and mist nets at
potential banding locations for research projects such as “Monitoring Avian
Productivity and Survivorship.” Additionally, he is a board member of the
National Audubon Society Cincinnati Chapter.

» Waterfowl Walk
Saturday, Feb. 7, 8-9 am.

Join our Interpretive Specialist Luke Thies on a walk to look for some

waterfowl around the preserve. From Ducks and Geese to Swans and Coots,

we can usually find all sorts of great birds in the former production area. This hike
will cover unpaved and sometimes uneven terrain, so sturdy footwear is a must for
participants.

 Bird Banding Demonstration
Saturday, Feb. 7, 11 a.m-4 p.m.

Drop in any time during program hours behind the visitors center for a bird banding demonstration.

« Birds of the Preserve Walk
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 8-11 am.

Fernald Preserve covers over 1,000 acres of restored habitat, and 260 species of birds have been documented
on-site. Interpretive Specialist Luke Thies will guide our group on an general exploration of the preserve and its
trails, with a special focus on finding winter migrants and any notable recent sightings.

- Waterfowl ID workshop
Friday, Feb. 13, 9-10 am.

Got those backyard birds down but are struggling with your waterfowl!? Join our Interpretive Specialist
Luke Thies for a presentation about common waterfowl in the area and a short walk to put that
knowledge to the test.




Birders Social

- Birders Social — Tea and Coffee Station Provided by the
Audubon Society of Ohio
Saturday, Feb. 7, 9:30-10 a.m.

Thank you to our friends at the Audubon Society of Ohio for providing tea
and coffee as we enjoy the first morning of Winter Bird Fest!

The Raptors of Spring Grove Cemetery

« The Raptors of Spring Grove Cemetery Presentation with Jordan West
Saturday, Feb. 7, 10-11 a.m.

Among peaceful trees, ponds, and gravestones at Spring Grove
Cemetery and Arboretum, a surprising variety of wildlife flourishes.
Join us as accomplished local photographer Jordan West shares
stories and photos of the raptors and other wildlife who live at and
visit Spring Grove.

Jordan West has been photographing wildlife for over 10 years and

has a particularly strong interest in birds of prey. In his free time he can

be found volunteering at RAPTOR Inc., a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
conservation of birds of prey through rehabilitation, education, and community service.

Birding Basics

- Birding Basics with Frances Boyens
Saturday, Feb. 7, 11-11:30 a.m. and Friday, Feb. 13, 4:30-5 p.m.

Got a new pair of binoculars or a new bird feeder this past holiday season? Friendly '

local expert Frances Boyens can help! Learn the basics of bird watching, including how w

to use binoculars and field guides, how to approach identification, and tips and tricks

for getting started on your first foray into this wonderful hobby. Feel more confident Fernald

as you join in on the many bird walks offered at Winter Bird Fest with this quick-start

guide to birding. PI'ESEI'VE

Frances Boyens is the interpretive center manager at Fernald Preserve. She loves connecting
people with nature and is excited to help beginner birders at Winter Bird Fest.



It’s for the Birds: Build a Birdhouse

« It’s for the Birds: Build a Birdhouse Off-Site Program with
MetroParks of Butler County
Saturday, Feb. 7, 1-2:30 p.m.

Hone your skills and learn how to participate in Project Feeder Watch and the
Great Backyard Bird Count. Build a wooden birdhouse to take home for the birds
who spend time in your backyard. All tools, hardware, and safety equipment will
be provided on-site. This program is for participants ages 13 years and up, and
children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Please note that there is a
materials fee of $20 per kit. More than one person can work together on a kit.

Register at reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/3841/, or call (513) 867-5835.
You must register by Feb. 4.

Location: River Center at Bicentennial Commons, 100 South Carmody Boulevard, Middletown, OH 45044

Birds and Botany Walk

 Birds and Botany Walk with the Midwest Native Plant Society
Saturday, Feb. 7, 11:30 am.-1 p.m.

Join team members of the Midwest Native Plant Society on a hike to observe

and identify plants in winter. Without leaves, we'll look at other identifying
features such as bark, buds, and various fruits and seeds that help sustain birds
and other wildlife through winter. We will be on the lookout for winter birds during
our walk too!

The Midwest Native Plant Society Inc. hosts several educational events each

year. They advocate the vital role of native plants in the landscape to promote biodiversity,
preserve ecological integrity, and connect people with nature. For more information, visit
midwest-native-plants/.

Fernald Preserve
History and Exhibits Tour

« Fernald Preserve History and Exhibits Tour with Reilly Earhart
Saturday, Feb. 7, and Wednesday, Feb. 11, 12:30-1:15 p.m. and 1:15-2 p.m.

Enjoy a guided tour of the Fernald Preserve Visitors Center exhibits with
Interpretive Specialist and Historian Reilly Earhart.




Merlin Sound ID and Birding by Ear

» Merlin Sound ID and Birding by Ear Workshop with Brian Wulker
Saturday, Feb. 7, 2-3:30 p.m.

In this workshop, renowned local expert Brian Wulker will provide an
overview of the Merlin sound ID tool and birding by ear. Brian will explain
how Merlin works, give tips to use this powerful tool correctly and get the
most out of it, and share how it can add to eBirding. He will also discuss
other ways to learn bird sounds.

Brian has been birding for over 20 years. He currently works as an ecologist at
Fernald Preserve, monitoring and managing the land. Outside of work, he also serves
as an eBird regional editor for Southwest Ohio and Northern Kentucky.

Introduction to Bird Identification

« Introduction to Bird Identification Presentation with Ash Conway
Saturday, Feb. 7, 4-5 p.m.

Learn how to identify residential and migratory bird species that occur
throughout Cincinnati based on their size and shape, color and pattern,
behavior, habitat, and songs and calls. We'll also learn about essential tools
such as binoculars, field guides, and various other resources as well as tips
for beginner birdwatchers. Extra binoculars will be available to borrow.

Ash Conway is an educator, avid birdwatcher, and community organizer.

They are the founder of the UC Ornithology Club as well as the founder and

director of Queer Birders of Cincinnati. Ash is a former naturalist for the Great Parks of Hamilton County
and a bird banding assistant with the University of Cincinnati.

Birds of the Oxbow

« Birds of the Oxbow with Jon Seymour
Saturday, Feb. 7, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

In the central Ohio Valley, the most important remaining wetland is a

3,000-acre spread of level river bottom farmland at the confluence of

the Great Miami and Ohio Rivers, known as the Oxbow. The Oxbow lies in

the midsection of the Ohio Valley and is a vital staging area for migrating

birds and summer and winter residents. There have been 293 species of birds
documented at the site. Join Oxbow Inc. Board President Jon Seymour as he shares the
story of this remarkable site, the birds that rely on it, and the ongoing efforts to preserve it.




Short-eared Owl Programs

Join us for Short-eared Owl programs with Fernald Preserve staff!

» Short-eared Owl Walk with Fernald Preserve Staff
Saturday, Feb. 7, and Wednesday, Feb. 11, 5:15-6:30 p.m.

Everyone's favorite wintertime visitor should be back and prowling the prairies
of Fernald at sunset. Come join us on a 1-mile walk in the former production
area as we look for the Short-eared Owls. We recommend wearing sturdy shoes
for this, as the trails are unpaved and sometimes uneven.

» Accessible Owl Watching with Fernald Preserve Staff
Friday, Feb. 13, 5:15-6:30 p.m.

Hop in your vehicle and join us on a car ride to spot some Short-eared Owls. This program is targeted
toward audience members with mobility issues who might not be able to attend our normal owl programs.
Space is limited, so please be respectful of this. Participants are required to stay with the group the whole
time.

» On-Site Disposal Facility Sunset Owl Walk with Fernald Preserve Staff
Saturday, Feb. 14, 5-6:30 p.m.

Join us on a sunset walk up the On-Site Disposal Facility. This walk will put you up high for a birds-eye view of
the Short-eared Owls that usually fly around the prairie. This walk can be challenging, as the grade of the walk
up is quite steep, so participants should wear sturdy footwear and bring a flashlight for the walk back down.
Participants are required to stay with Fernald staff for the duration of the hike.

Chris Rowlands

» Family Day Music Concert
Songs, Music, and Fun! with Chris Rowlands
Sunday, Feb. 8, 1p.m.

« Family Day Art Lesson Workshop
Let’s Draw Birds! with Chris Rowlands
Sunday, Feb. 8, 3 p.m.

The Winter Bird Fest team is excited to welcome back Chris Rowlands for a fun
(and funny!) music concert and drawing lesson for kids and their adults at Winter
Bird Fest Family Day!

Chris creatively blends music, comedy, and education to create fast-paced shows that teach and inspire
young people. Chris is a nationally recognized performer, teaching children about nature through innovative
outreach programs. A talented artist, Chris has also drawn animals in a variety of media his entire life and
created wildlife illustrations for organizations such as the Connecticut Wildlife Department.



All About Bald Eagles!

- All About Bald Eagles! Interactive Family Day Program with Neil Baker
from the Ohio Division of Wildlife
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2:30-3 p.m.

Join Neil Baker with the Ohio Division of Wildlife for an all-ages interactive talk
about Bald Eagles. We will discuss the history of America’s symbolic bird, from

its struggles to survive in the 1960s to the now-thriving populations in Ohio.

We will look at Bald Eagle ecology, anatomy, behavior, and everything that makes
these majestic birds so special.

Neil Baker is a wildlife research technician for the Ohio Division of Wildlife covering
southwest Ohio. Before his current position, he worked at Magee Marsh, where he developed
his love of and fascination for Bald Eagles.

Owl Prowl

« Owl Prowl Off-Site Program with MetroParks of Butler County
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Join us as we explore Harbin Park at night in search of owls. We'll learn about
the adaptations that make owls such amazing hunters before venturing out on
the trails to try to find them. This program is for participants of all ages. Please
be aware this hike occurs at night over uneven terrain.

Register at reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/3840/.
Location: Harbin Park Overlook Shelter, 1300 Hunter Road, Fairfield, OH 45014

A Big Year on a Budget

» A Big Year on a Budget Presentation with Connor Fox
Thursday, Feb. 12, 6-7 p.m.

Join us as Connor shares stories and photos from his many adventures
completing a “big year” of birding! In 2024, Connor reached his ambitious goal
of finding over 600 species of birds in the lower 48 states. Considering some
birding trips of your own? Connor will also share some tips and tricks for finding
those lifers — on a budget!

Connor Fox is a highly respected local birder and field trip leader. He has been the
manager of the West Chester Wild Birds Unlimited branch for the past nine years.



Winter Birding Walk

« Winter Birding Walk with Wayne Wauligman of Oxbow Inc.
Friday, Feb. 13, 10 a.m.-Noon

Explore Fernald’s ponds and trails with Oxbow Inc. board member Wayne
Wauligman. During this two-hour walk, Wayne will lead our group to look for
ducks and other winter species making their home on our 1,050-acre preserve.

Wayne Wauligman is an Oxbow Inc. Nature Conservancy board member and
the Audubon compiler for the Oldenburg Christmas Bird Count. He has been a
Birdathon participant for 30 years.

Owl Pellet Dissection!

» Adult Science Night — OwI Pellet Dissection Activity with Fernald Staff
Friday, Feb. 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Why should kids get to have all the fun? Uncover what an owl had for breakfast with this w

fun activity as we use tweezers and microscopes to dissect the sterilized remnants of an Fernald
owl's meal. This activity is designed for participants aged 16 and up to give grownups a
turn at this fun science experience. Preserve

The Sparrows of Fernald

« The Sparrows of Fernald Presentation and Walk
with Jim McCormac
Saturday, Feb. 14, 8-11 a.m.

Join renowned naturalist and photographer Jim McCormac for an exploration
of Ohio’s beautiful little brown birds — our winter sparrows! Our day will begin
with an indoor overview of sparrows and our expected species. The group will
then head outside with Jim to put our new knowledge to use out on the trails.

Jim worked for the Ohio Department of Natural Resources for 31 years, first as a field

botanist and later specializing in wildlife diversity projects, especially those involving

birds. He has authored or coauthored six books. His latest book, coauthored with Chelsea Gottfried,
is Gardening for Moths (Ohio University Press, 2023).

This presentation is sponsored by our friends at the Midwest Native Plant Society. Thank you!



Birding Walk at Bortz Family Preserve

 Birding Walk at Bortz Family Preserve — Off-Site Program with
Jack Stenger from Cardinal Land Conservancy
Saturday, Feb. 14,9 am.

Join Jack Stenger from Cardinal Land Conservancy for a hike around Bortz
Family Preserve at the mouth of the Little Miami River. This preserve is home to
an eagle nest and many winter birds, so come enjoy this awesome bird walk.

Registration: Please email fernald@Im.doe.gov to register for this program.

Location: Bortz Family Preserve. For directions and preserve information, visit
https://www.cardinallandconservancy.org/bortz-family-nature-preserve/

All About Owls

« All About Owls Live Raptors Program with RAPTOR Inc.
Saturday, Feb. 14, 11:30 am.-12:30 p.m. .

While most of our migrants work to fly north to breed, did you know that owls are already
ahead of the flock? These lifelong amorous avians are already incubating eggs and will “
have to rely on their specialized adaptations to care for their mates and the newly hatched RAPT@R
owlets. Join two educators from RAPTOR Inc. along with their education ambassadors to

learn how owls survive in the wild, discover how you can help them in your everyday life,

and get an up-close experience with our favorite nocturnal hunters.

RAPTOR Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation of birds of prey via
rehabilitation, education, field research, and community service. They rehabilitate approximately 400

birds of prey annually and deliver over 350 educational presentations each year at schools, libraries, senior
centers, and other community events.

Love in the Garden

« Love in the Garden Presentation with Carol Mundy (adults only)
Saturday, Feb. 14, 2-3:30 p.m.

Love is in the air... Even now, in midwinter, numerous birds have begun their
courtship rituals. Is there truly something in the air? Is it the light cycle? Or has
Cupid’s arrow affected all wildlife, causing some unusual behavior as we move
into breeding season? Join local Naturalist Carol Mundy for this lighthearted
look at birds and other wildlife as they seem to be “in the mood” for love...

While she holds a degree in Animal Health from the University of Cincinnati, Carol

Mundy has been a nature enthusiast her whole life and claims she came by most of

her natural history knowledge through osmosis. Carol was a naturalist with the Hamilton

County Park District in Cincinnati for nearly 30 years and hosts a weekly radio program on WMKV in
Cincinnati about the interesting and sometimes unusual aspects of nature, science, and culture.


mailto:fernald%40lm.doe.gov?subject=Winter%20Bird%20Fest
https://www.cardinallandconservancy.org/bortz-family-nature-preserve/ 

The Love Lives of Birds

« The Love Lives of Birds Virtual Presentation with Laura Erickson
Saturday, Feb. 14, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Valentine's Day is a perfect time to focus on the courting and mating habits of
birds, from the handful of species that enter a permanent, inviolable pair bond
as long as both birds remain alive to those whose “bond” lasts mere seconds

or minutes. Whether a mated pair looks identical or appears to belong to two
different species; whether the pair shares all the responsibilities of building a
nest and raising young or follows rigid sex roles; whether a permanently bonded
pair sticks together year round or takes separate vacations — the possibilities
are endless.

Laura Erickson, author of The Love Lives of Birds, will take us on a romantic

rendezvous with several of our favorite backyard birds, sharing their secret and not-so-secretive

ways. Laura, who started her life list 50 years ago and immediately began keeping track of courtship, mating,
and nesting, is the award-winning author of a dozen books about birds, a former licensed bird rehabilitator,
and a past science editor at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Her “For the Birds” (available as a podcast) is the
longest-running radio program about birds in America.

Join us in-person in the Community Meeting Room to view the program live or watch from home at the link
that will be sent to registrants before the program.
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Inviting all young nature lovers to experience the
Fernald Preserve! Learn about winter wildlife, attend
an interactive nature concert by renowned artist Chris
Rowlands, and explore hands-on activities and games
geared to ages 5-13.

———

Events Schedule:
© 1p.m. | Music Concert

© 2:30 p.m. | All About Bald Eagles!
Interactive Program

© 3p.m. | ArtLesson
© 5:15 p.m. | Owl Walk for Families
© 1-5 p.m. | Science and Art Stations



Art Exhibit

Thank you so much to our friends at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife for the loan of our
art exhibit this year.

Courtesy of the Ohio Division of Wildlife, the Fernald Preserve Visitors Center will host art from the 2025 Artists for
Wildlife juried art show. Young artists from high schools and colleges across the state submitted beautiful entries for
this contest, which aims to promote artists who inspire others to learn more about Ohio's native wildlife. Come see
their winning pieces — originally displayed at the Ohio State Fair — at Fernald Preserve's Winter Bird Fest.



Photo Exhibit

We invite all Fernald Preserve photographers to showcase their favorite wildlife photographs taken on-site.
Photographs will be displayed for the week of the Winter Bird Fest. Check our website for more information and

the entry form. Entries are due Jan. 31, 2026, as a physical drop-off during visitors center hours or by email to
Fernald@Im.doe.gov.










Visitors Center Hours Fernald Preserve

+ Wednesday through Saturday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 7400 Willey Road
Sunday: Noon to 5 p.m. Hamilton, OH 45013
« Special Event Hours | Monday and Tuesday, (513) 648-3330
Feb. 9 and 10, 2026: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Fernald@LM.doe.gov

Fernald Preserve Hours
« Monday through Sunday, 7 a.m. to dusk.

Directions

From downtown Cincinnati From Dayton and northern Ohio
North on I-75 to west on I-74 (toward Indianapolis) to South on I-75 (toward Cincinnati) to west on I-275 to Exit 33A,
Exit 7, State Route 128 (Hamilton-Cleves Highway). U.S. 27 (Colerain Avenue).
North (right) on State Route 128 through Miamitown for North (right) on U.S. 27 for 5 miles to the Hamilton-Ross exit.
7 miles to Willey Road. Left on State Route 128 (Hamilton-Cleves Highway) through
Left on Willey Road, ¥ mile to the Fernald Preserve Ross for 4 miles to Willey Road.
entrance on the right. Right on Willey Road, ¥ mile to the Fernald Preserve

entrance on the left.
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