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Abstract: This Final Ste-Wide Environmental Impact Satement for the Continued Operation of the
Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration Nevada National Security Steand Off-Ste
Locations in the Sate of Nevada (NNSS SWEIS) analyzes the potentia environmental impacts of proposed
aternativesfor continued management and operation of the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) (formerly
known as the Nevada Test Site) and other U.S. Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security
Administration (DOE/NNSA)-managed sitesin Nevada, including the Remote Sensing Laboratory (RSL) on
Nellis Air Force Base in North Las Vegas, the North Las Vegas Facility (NLVF), the Tonopah Test Range
(TTR), and environmental restoration areas on the U.S. Air Force Nevada Test and Training Range. The
purpose and need for agency action isto provide support for meeting NNSA’ s core missions established by
Congressand the President and to satisfy the requirements of Executive Ordersand comply with Congressional
mandates to promote, expedite, and advance the production of environmentally sound energy resources,
including renewable energy resources such as solar and geothermal energy systems.

The NNSS has along history of supporting national security objectives by conducting underground nuclear
tests and other nuclear and nonnuclear activities. Since the October 1992 moratorium on nuclear testing,
NNSA’smission at the NNSS has evolved from one that focuses on active nuclear weapons tests to one that
maintains readiness and the capability to conduct underground nuclear weapons tests; such atest would be
conducted only if so directed by the President in the interest of national security. Resources have been
reallocated to introduce and expand other mission activities/programsat theNNSS, RSL, NLVF, and TTR to
support three DOE/NNSA core missions. National Security/Defense, Environmental Management, and
Nondefense. The National Security/Defense Mission includes the Stockpile Stewardship and Management,
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Nuclear Emergency Response, Nonproliferation and Counterterrorism, and Work for Others Programs. The
Work for Others Program supports other DOE programs and Federal agencies such asthe U.S. Department of
Defense, U.S. Department of Justice, and U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The Environmental
Management Mission includes the Waste Management and Environmental Restoration Programs. The
Nondefense Mission includes the Genera Site Support and Infrastructure, Conservation and Renewable
Energy, and Other Research and Development Programs.

The NNSS, RSL, NLVF, and TTR support DOE/NNSA’s core missions by providing the capabilities to
process and dispose of a damaged nuclear weapon or improvised nuclear device and to conduct high-hazard
experiments involving special nuclear material and high explosives, nonnuclear experiments, and
hydrodynamic testing. Nuclear stockpile stewardship activities at the NNSS include dynamic plutonium
experiments that provide technical information to maintain the safety and reliability of the U.S. nuclear
weapons stockpile and research and training in areas such as nuclear safeguards, criticality safety, and
emergency response. Special nuclear materials are also stored at the NNSS. In addition, in accordance with
the amended Record of Decision (ROD) (DOE/EIS-0243) for the Final Environmental Impact Statement for
the Nevada Test Site and Off-Ste Locationsin the Sate of Nevada (1996 NTSEIS), DOE/NNSA receives|ow-
level and mixed low-level radioactive waste for disposal at the NNSS.

ThisNNSSSWEI Sanalyzesthe potential environmental impacts of three reasonable dternativesfor continued
operations at the NNSS, RSL, NLVF, and TTR. These alternativesinclude aNo Action Alternative and two
action aternatives. Expanded Operations and Reduced Operations. The No Action Alternative, which is
analyzed as a baseline for evaluating the two action aternatives, would continue implementation of the 1996
NTSEISROD (DOE/EIS-0243) and subsequent amendments (61 FR 65551and 65 FR 10061), aswell asother
decisions supported by separate NEPA analyses completed since issuance of the final 1996 NTSEIS. The
No Action Alternative reflects activity level s consi stent with those seen since 1996. The Expanded Operations
Alternative considers adding new work at the NNSS in the areas of nonproliferation and counterterrorism,
high-hazard and other experiments, research and development, and testing. Such expanded operations could
include devel oping test beds for concept testing of sensors, mitigation strategies, and weapons effectiveness.
The Reduced Operations Alternative would reduce the overall level of operations and close specific buildings
and structures. NNSA would also consider alowing the devel opment of solar power generation facilitiesunder
each aternative.

Public Comments: In preparing this Final NNSS SWEIS, NNSA considered comments received during the
scoping period (July 24, 2009, to October 16, 2009) and during the public comment period on the
Draft NNSS SWEIS (July 29, 2011, to December 2, 2011), aswell asthose received after the close of the public
comment period on the Draft NNSS SWEIS. Five public hearings on the Draft NNSS SWEIS were held to
provide interested members of the public with opportunitiesto learn more about NNSA missions, programs,
and activities and the content of the Draft NNSS SWEI Sfrom exhibits, factsheets, and discussion with NNSA
subject matter experts. From September 20 through 28, 2011, public hearings were held in Las Vegas,
Pahrump, Tonopah, and Carson City, Nevada, and St. George, Utah. An additional hearing was conducted for
the Consolidated Group of Tribes and Organizations on October 6, 2011. All comments received were
considered during preparation of this Final NNSS SWEIS

This Final NNSS SWEIS contains revisions and new information based in part on comments received on the
Draft NNSS SWEIS. Vertica change bars in the margins indicate the locations of these revisions and new
information. Volume 3 contains the comments received on the Draft NNSS SWEIS and DOE/NNSA’s
responses to those comments. DOE/NNSA will usethe analysis presented in thisFinal NNSSSWEI S, aswell
asother information, in preparing aROD regarding the continued operation of the NNSS and offsite locations
in Nevada. DOE/NNSA will issue a ROD no sooner than 30 days after the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency publishes a Notice of Availability of this Final NNSS SVEISin the Federal Register.
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