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Categorical Exclusion Determination Form 
Proposed action title: Defense Related Uranium Mines Crackpot Mine Fence Installation 
Program or field office: Office of Legacy Management (LM) 

LM Categorical Exclusion Evaluation no.: LM 18-26 
Location(s) (LM site name or city, county, state): Cibola County, New Mexico, Pueblo of Laguna Lands 

Proposed Action Description 

LM is proposing to conduct safeguarding activities at the Crackpot Mine in New Mexico on Pueblo of Laguna lands to preclude the public and terrestrial 
wildlife from accessing a pit feature at the mine. Safeguarding authority was established in the Department of Energy (DOE) memorandum for the 
Defense-Related Uranium Mines (DRUM) Program file signed by the program director in April 2019 to protect public health, safety, and the 
environment and to ensure this protection continues when such hazards are unattended. This proposed action is necessary for LM to fulfill its mission to 
protect human health and the environment. 

Activities include approximately 520 feet of fence construction around the open pit at the Crackpot Mine location. Work would be completed in 
partnership with the Pueblo of Laguna counsel, would be of short duration, and would have no significant impacts to the environment. 

A Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act consultation was completed with the Pueblo of Laguna Tribal Historic Preservation Office. 
Concurrence with the proposed action and mitigation measures was received and no further actions are required. 

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied 

B1.11 – Fencing 

For the DOE procedures regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each categorical exclusion, see Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations 
Part 1021.102 (10 CFR 1021.102) and Appendix B to 10 CFR 1021, and also Section 5.4 (Applying one or more categorical exclusions to a proposal) 
and Appendixes B and C to DOE�s National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025). 

Requirements and guidance in 10 CFR 1021.102 and DOE�s NEPA Implementing Procedures: (see full text in regulation and in implementing 
procedures) 

The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR 1021 or Appendix B and C to DOE�s NEPA implementing 
procedures. 

To fit within the classes of actions listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR 1021, or Appendix B of DOE�s NEPA implementing procedures, a proposal must 
satisfy the conditions that are integral elements of the classes of actions in Appendix B of both 10 CFR 1021 and DOE�s NEPA procedures. 

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the proposal. DOE 
or an applicant may modify the proposal to avoid reasonably foreseeable adverse significant effects such that the categorical exclusion would apply. 

The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. 

[Note: For proposals that fit within the categorical exclusions listed in Appendix C to DOE�s NEPA Implementing Procedures, see DOE�s notice of 
adoption for the subject Appendix C categorical exclusion for additional considerations. DOE notices of adoption for other agency categorical exclusions 
may be found on DOE�s Section 109: Adopting Categorical Exclusions webpage.] 

Based on my review of the proposed action, as NEPA compliance officer, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of 
action, the other requirements and guidance set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

O'BRIEN 
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Digitally signed by JENNIFER JENNIFER 
Date: 2026.10.15 14:54:07 O'BRIEN 

NEPA Compliance Officer Date determined 
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