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Initial Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration/
Environmental Assessment
Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing Project (PDF)

Project Description

Caltrans proposes to build a wildlife crossing across U.S. Route 101 (US-
101) just west of Liberty Canyon Road in the City of Agoura Hills in Los
Angeles County. The purpose is to help maintain wildlife populations that
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Caltrans proposes to build a wildlife crossing across U.S. Route 101 (US-
101) just west of Liberty Canyon Road in the City of Agoura Hills in Los
Angeles County. The purpose is to help maintain wildlife populations that
travel between the Santa Monica Mountains and Simi Hills, and
ultimately to the Sierra Madre Mountain Range. This linkage has been
identified in numerous county, city and regional plans and publications as
a critically important connection for wildlife. Such wildlife crossings have
been built and used successfully in other states and countries. The
Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing would be the first of its kind in
California.

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide a safe and sustainable
wildlife passage across the freeway in order to help create an important
linkage in the region. The crossing would help reduce wildlife mortality,
ease animal movement across habitats, and allow for the exchange of
genetic material. In particular, large mammals such as mountain lions
and bobcats need large connected habitats in order to hunt, breed, and
thrive. US-101 divides this previously contiguous ecosystem into isolated
habitat fragments; for mountain lions, this has resulted in inbreeding,
territorial fighting, and a decrease in genetic diversity. Without the
addition of a wildlife crossing, the ecological and environmental impacts
on wildlife movement that resulted from the original construction of US-
101 will persist. The proposed project would also help mitigate
anticipated future effects of climate change on the current distributions of
species across habitats.
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