






















 
 
 
 
 

BWXT Y-12 
Failure to Maintain Criticality Controls Associated with a Dollinger Filter 

 
Enforcement Conference Summary 

 
On March 29, 2007, the Department of Energy’s Office of Enforcement held an Enforcement 
Conference with BWXT Y-12 (BWXT) senior management in Germantown, Maryland.  The 
conference was held to discuss apparent violations identified in the Office of Enforcement 
Investigation Summary Report that was provided to BWXT on January 9, 2007.  
 
Mr. Tony Weadock, Senior Enforcement Officer, Office of Enforcement, presided over the 
conference and provided introductions and an overview of the conference’s purpose and 
objectives. 
 
The BWXT presentations were opened by the President and General Manager, Mr. George Dials.  
Mr. Dials introduced the BWXT personnel who were present and provided an overview of the 
topics to be addressed.  Mr. Dials stated that he took the failure to maintain criticality controls 
associated with the L Dollinger filter very seriously and that BWXT responded conservatively in 
categorizing the event as a category 1 occurrence.  Mr. Dials further stated that he disagreed with 
some of the conclusions drawn in the Office of Enforcement Investigation Summary Report and 
in the significance placed on some the issues as noted below by Mr. Gertsen. 
 
Mr. John Gertsen, Engineering Division Manager, continued the BWXT presentation providing: 
 
1. A summary of the event. 
2. The BWXT response to the event. 
3. The BWXT response to the Office of Enforcement Investigation Summary Report, including 

BWXT’s conclusion that no safety basis violation occurred, that the report implied a higher 
level of severity than actually existed, that the report duplicated a significant number of 
issues, and that the assessment program deficiencies were overstated. 

4. The corrective actions taken by BWXT to prevent recurrence.   
 
Mr. Gertsen concluded the BWXT presentation by stating that (1) BWXT took the event 
seriously and responded conservatively, (2) BWXT developed a thorough and comprehensive set 
of corrective actions, and (3) BWXT disagreed with portions of the Office of Enforcement 
Investigation Summary Report. 
 
Mr.Weadock concluded the conference by indicating that DOE would consider the information 
presented in its enforcement deliberations.  The conference was then adjourned. 
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DOE – Office of Enforcement 
 
Tony Weadock, Senior Enforcement Officer 
Kathy McCarty, Acting Director Office of Worker Safety and Health Enforcement 
Howard Wilchins, Senior Litigator 
Richard Day, Enforcement Officer 
Hank George, Technical Advisor 
 
DOE – National Nuclear Security Administration 
 
Roger Lewis, Deputy Administrator for Military Applications, NA-12 
Sam Johnson, Manager, NA-173 
Edward Blackwood, Enforcement Coordinator, NA-3.6 
Tracey Bishop, Engineer, NA-171 
Janelle Zamore, Engineer, NA-171 
 
DOE – NNSA Y-12 Site Office 
 
Ted Sherry, Manager 
Charles Hughey, Quality Assurance Chief 
 
Central Technical Authority – Chief of Nuclear Safety Office 
 
Larry Berg, Criticality Safety Specialist 
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John Gertsen, Engineering Division Manager 
Les Reed, Manufacturing Division Manager 
Bill Tindal, Production Manager 
Glenn Pfennigwerth, Uranium Holdup Survey Program, Program Manager 
Conard Stair, Enforcement Coordinator 
Rebekah Bell, Legal Counsel 


