
























Exhibit 3

Steps to Follow for Determining Whether Actions May 
Proceed During the NEPA Process:  Interim Actions

Would the Interim Action 
Prejudice the Ultimate 
Programmatic Decision 

(i.e., would it tend to 
determine subsequent 
development or Limit 

alternatives)?

Is the Proposed 
Interim Action Within 

the Scope of a 
Programmatic or 

Project-Specific EIS 
that is Being 
Prepared?

Is the EIS 
Programmatic in 

Nature? (If proposed 
interim action is 

covered by a CX or 
EA/FONSI,see 

footnote 4, page 4, of 
text)

Provisions of 40 CFR 1506.1
Do Not Apply:  Follow Normal 

DOE NEPA Review and 
Documentation Procedures

No

Yes

No No

Would the Interim 
Action Have An 

Adverse Impact?

Would the Interim 
Action Limit the Choice 

of Reasonable 
Alternatives (e.g., by 

level of resources 
committed)?

Is the Interim Action 
Justified Independently 

of the Program?

Not Permitted Until the Programmatic or 
Project-Specific ROD is issued

If the Interim Action has 
Potential for Significant 

Environmental Impact, is 
the Interim Action 

Covered by an Existing 
EIS?

Determine/Complete EIS in Accordance 
with DOE Order 451.1B

Proceed with Interim Action

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes Yes
No

No

Yes

No




