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issuance of this Fin al E nviro nme ntal I mp ac t  S t a t e me n t. Comme n ts will b e  
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T h e  S u p p l e me n t a l  D r a f t  E n v i r o n me n t a l  I mp a c t  S ta t e me n t  a n d  t h i s  F i n a l  
E n v i ronme n t a l  I mp a c t  S ta te me n t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  e x p e c t e d  e n v i ronme n t a l  
e f fe c t s  o f  t h e  c on s t r u c t i on a n d  o p e ra t i on o f  t h e  R i f l e  to S a n  J u a n  
345 k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e a n d  r e l a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h i s  F i n a l  
E n v i ronme n t a l  I mp a c t  S ta te me n t  i n c l u d e s  a l l c omme n t s  r e c e i v e d  from 
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of t h i s  p roj e c t  wou l d  b e  c on s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  po l i c i e s s e t  for t h  i n  
t h e  N a t i on a l  E n v i ronme n t a l  Po l i c y A c t .  

Harold V. Hunt� 
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1 . 0 S u mma ry 
1.1 I n t rod u c t i on 
I n  1 9 7 9 , Co l o r a do-U t e  E l e c t r i c  A s so c i a t i on ,  I n c . ( Co l o r a do-U t e ) ,  p ropo s e d  
t o  con s t r u c t  a n d  o p e r a te a 3 4 5  k i l ov o l t ( kV )  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e p roj e c t  
f rom R i f l e ,  Co l or a do , to t h e  S a n  J u a n  G e n e r a t i n g S t a t i on n e a r  F a rm i n g ton,  
New Me x i co .  The  R u r a l  E l e c t r i f i c a t i on A d m i n i s t r a t i on ( R EA ) con t a c t e d  
o t h e r  gov e r n me n t a l  a ge n c i e s a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  o r g a n i z a t i on s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e i r  
op i n i on a n d  g u i d a n c e  i n  f i e l d s i n  wh i c h t h e y  may h a v e  s p e c i a l k n ow l e d ge 
o r  a u thor i ty .  T h e  p u b l i c  w a s  forma l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to p rov i d e i n p u t  a t  
s c h e d u l e d p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  i n  R i f l e, G r a n d  J u n c t i on , De l ta, Mon tros e ,  
Norwood , Dove C re e k, Cor t e z  a n d  D u r a n go , Co l o r a do, a n d  i n  F a rm i n g ton,  
N e w  Me x i co .  

A D r a f t  E n v i ronme n t a l  I mp a c t  S t a t e me n t  ( D E I S )  w a s  i s s u e d  i n  J u l y  1 98 1 , 
e v a l u a t i n g a dou b l e - c i r c u i t  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e a n d  a s soc i a t e d  
fa c i l i t i e s f rom R i f l e  to t h e  S a n  J u a n  G e n e r a t i n g S t a t i on .  T h e  
doub l e - c i r c u i t  p roj e c t  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  D E I S  wa s j o i n t l y  p ropo s e d  by 
Co l or a do-U t e  a n d  t h e  We s t e r n  A r e a  Powe r A d m i n i s t r a t i on ( We s te r n ) .  T h e  
p re fe r r e d  rou t e  e x t e n d e d  from R i f l e t o  t h e  No r t h  Fork Va l l e y ,  t o  De l ta ,  
to Mon t ro s e ,  to Norwood, to Lo s t  Ca nyon, to D u r a n go a n d  t h e n  to t h e  
S a n  J u a n  G e n e r a t i n g S t a t i on a n d  We s te r n ' s  S h i p ro c k  S u b s t a t i on .  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  to t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e rou t e s  w e r e  a l s o 
i d e n t i f i e d a n d  e v a l u a te d . 

I n  Au g u s t  1 9 8 1 , R EA h e l d  t h r e e  p u b l i c  me e t i n g s  to o b t a i n  c omme n t s  on t h e  
D E I S . T h e s e  me e t i n g s  we r e  h e l d  i n  Mo n t ros e a n d  D u r a n go , Co l or a do , a n d  
i n  F a rm i n g ton , N e w  Me x i co .  W r i t t e n  comme n t s  we r e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  f rom 
F e d e r a l , s ta t e  a n d  l oc a l a g e n c i e s a n d  i n t e r e s te d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  t h e  
me a n t i me, t h e  Co l or a d o  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s Comm i s s i on ( PU C ) d e n i e d a p p rov a l  
of a Ce r t i f i c a t e  o f  P u b l i c  Co n v e n i e n c e  a n d  N e c e s s i ty ( Ce r t i f i c a t e ) for 
t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . Con s e q u e n t l y ,  R EA d e c i d e d  not to i s s u e a F i n a l  
E n v i ronme n t a l  I mp a c t  S ta te me n t  ( F E I S )  on t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . 

I n  i s s u i n g i t s d e n i a l  of a Ce r t i f i c a t e , t h e  PUC s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
Co l or ado-U t e  a n d  We s te r n  r e v i s e t h e i r  p l a n a n d  i n c l u d e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e 
Company of Co l or a d o  ( P S C )  a s  a p a r t i c i p a n t .  Co l or a do-U t e  t h e n  d e v e l op e d  
a coor d i n a t e d  t r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m  p l a n w i t h  We s te r n  a n d  P S C . P roj e c t  
mod i f i c a t i on s  i n  t h e  coo r d i n a t e d  p ropo s a l i n c l u d e d  PUC s ta f f  r e comme n d a­
t i on s  a n d  i n p u t  f r om F e d e r a l ,  s ta t e  a n d  l oc a l  age n c i e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .  
T h e  mod i f i e d p ropos a l ,  c on s i s t i n g of a s i n g l e - c i r c u i t  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e a n d  a s soc i a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s f rom R i f l e, Co l o r a d o , to t h e  S a n  J u a n  
G e n e r a t i n g  S t a t i on n e a r  F a rm i n g ton , N e w  Me x i c o .  

A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  mod i f i e d p roj e c t  p ropo s a l ,  R EA , i n  c o n j u n c t i on w i t h  
t h e  coope r a t i n g a g e n c i e s  - We s t e r n, B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e me n t  ( B LM ) ,  a n d  
Fore s t  S e r v i c e ( F S ) ,  d e t e rm i n e d  t h a t  t h e  mod i f i c a t i on s  con s t i t u te d  a 
s u b s ta n t i a l  c h a n g e  f rom t h e  o r i g i n a l l y  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . A s  a r e s u l t, 
u n d e r  t h e  Cou n c i l  of E n v i ronme n ta l  Qu a l i ty ( C EQ ) R e g u l a t i o n s , 40 Cod e of 
F e d e r a l R e g u l a t i on s  ( C F R )  P a r t s  1 500-1508, t h e  le a d  a n d  t h e  coo p e r a t i n g 
age n c i e s d e c i d e d  t h a t  a S u p p l e me n t a l D r a f t  E n v i ronme n t a l  I mpa c t  S t a te me n t  
( S D E I S )  s hou l d  b e  p r e p are d . T h e  p u r p o s e  of t h e  S D E I S  wa s to e v a l u a te t h e  
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r e v i s e d  proj e c t , a l t e r n a t i v e c or r i do r s  a n d  o t h e r  r e a son a b l e  op t i o n s , a n d  
a l l ow ad e q u a t e  o p po r t u n i ty for p u b l i c  r e v i e w of a n d  comme n t  on t h e  
r e v i s e d  proj e c t . A s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  Reg i s te r  - Not i c e o f  I n t e n t  to 
P r e pa r e  a S u p p l e me n t a l  D r a f t  E n v i ronme n t a l  I mp a c t S t a t e me n t , d a t e d  
M a r c h  1 8 ,  1 9 8 3 , s pe c i f i c  comme n t s  r e c e i v e d  on t h e  D E I S  a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
r e s po n d e d  to i n  t h i s  F E I S . Howe v e r , a l l i n forma t i on a n d  comme n t s  
r e c e i v e d  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  D E I S  t h a t  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h i s  n e w  propo s a l  
we r e  con s i d e r e d  a n d  i n c o r po r a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e pa r a t i on of t h e  S D E I S .  I t  was  
R EA ' s  i n t e n t i on t h a t  the  S D E I S  b e  re v i e w e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  on i t s own as  a 
s i n g l e  i n t e g r a t e d  doc u me n t . T h e  S D E I S  c o n t a i n s  a l l map s  a n d  b a s i c  
p roj e c t  d e s c r i p t i on s  n e c e s s a ry for r e v i e w of a l l r e a son a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s  
u n d e r  con s i d e r a t i on .  Ma t e r i a l f rom t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  E n v i ronme n t a l  
A n a l y s i s  wa s a l s o  i n co r por a t e d  i n to t h e  S D E I S . R EA ,  F S , B LM a n d  We s t e r n  
made a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e v i e w o f  a n d  a c c e p te d  t h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  i n fo r ma t i on 
u s e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i on of t h e  S D E I S . 

T h e  PUC i s s u e d  a Ce r t i f i c a t e  for t h e  r e v i se d  p roj e c t . T h e  n i n e i n vo l v e d  
Co l orado Cou n t i e s e i t h e r  h a v e  a l r e a d y  i s s u e d  r e q u i r e d  pe r m i t s  or a r e / w i l l  
b e  r e v i e w i n g  a p p l i c a t i on s  for t h e  n e c e s s ar y  p e r m i t s . T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  h a d  
a n  oppor t u n i ty to comme n t  on t h e  r e v i s e d  p roje c t  a t  h e a r i n g s  b e fo r e  t h e  
P U C  a n d  a t  s e v e r a l  me e t i n g s  h e l d  i n  G a r f i e l d ,  Me s a , De l t a a n d  Mon t e z uma 
Cou n t i e s .  The  p u b l i c  was  a l s o  i n v i t e d  to s u b m i t a d d i t i o n a l  comme n t s  to 
R EA d u r i n g p u b l i c  i n forma t i o n me e t i n g s  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t i n  R i f l e ,  
D e Be q u e , P a l i s a d e , D u r a n go , a n d  Mon t ro s e ,  Co l or a d o , i n  M a r c h  1 98 3 , a n d  i n  
a F e d e r a l  Reg i s t e r  No t i c e i s s u e d  b y  R EA o n  M a r c h  1 8 ,  1 9 8 3 . T h e  p u b l i c  
h a d  f u r t h e r  o p po r t u n i ty to comme n t  o n  t h e  r e v i s e d  p roj e c t  a n d  t h e  S D E I S  
a t  p u b l i c  comme n t  me e t i n g s  h e l d  i n  G r a n d  J u n c t i on , Mon t ro s e , D u r a n go a n d  
Cor t e z , Co l or a d o , f rom J u l y  2 5  t h ro u g h  J u l y  2 8 , 1 9 8 3 . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  R EA 
r e c e i v e d  3 3  comme n t  l e t te r s  on t h e  S D E I S . T h e s e  l e t t e r s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  i n  
A p p e n d i x  A of t h i s  F E I S . 

1.2 S c ope of t h e  Proj e c t  
T h e  t h r e e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  - Co l o r ado-U t e , We s t e r n , a n d  P S C  - propo s e  to 
d e s i g n ,  con s t r u c t , o p e r a t e , a n d  ma i n t a i n a p p ro x i ma te l y  4 5 1 k i l ome t e r s  
( km )  ( 2 8 3  m i l es )  o f  s i n g l e - c i r c u i t 3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e f rom 
Co l or ado-U t e ' s  R i f l e  S u b s ta t i on i n  G a r f i e l d  Cou n ty , Co l or ado , to t h e  
S a n  J u an G e n e r a t i n g S t a t i on i n  S a n  J u a n  Co u n ty , N e w  M e x i c o .  A s s o c i a t e d  
fac i l i t i e s i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p ropos a l  i n vo l v e e x p a n s i o n of e x i s t i n g 
s u b s t at i on s  a t  G r a n d  J u n c t i on , Mon t ros e ,  a n d  D u r a n go ; c on s t r u c t i on of a 
n e w  s u b s t a t i on ( Lo n g  H o l l ow )  n e a r  D u r a n go ; a d d i t i on of t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
t e r m i n a t i on f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Co l o r ado-U t e ' s  R i f l e S u b s t a t i on a n d  a t  t h e  S a n  
J u an G e n e r a t i n g S t a t i on S w i t c h ya r d ;  a n d  t h e  con s t r u c t i o n o f  a p p ro x i m a t e l y  
1 1  km ( 7  m i l e s )  of 1 1 5 kV t r a n s mis s i on l i n e on d o u ble - c i r c u i t  towe r s  f rom 
t h e  p ropo s e d  Lon g  Ho l l ow S u b s t a t i on to t h e  e x i s t i n g D u r a n go S u b s t a t i on .  

T h e  c os t ,  ma i n t e n a n c e  a n d  c a p a c i t y of t h e  p ropo s e d  l i n e  wou l d  b e  s h a r e d  
amo n g  t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  p roje c t .  For t h e  l i n e s e c t i on 
b e twe e n  R i f l e a n d  G r a n d  J u n c t i on , t h e  l i n e wou l d  b e  s h a r e d  a s  fo l l ow s :  
Co l orado-U t e -- 3 7 . S  p e r c e n t , We s t e r n - - 3 7 . 5  p e r c e n t , a n d  PSC- - 2 5  p e r c e n t . 
For t h e  l i n e s e c t i on b e twe e n  G r a n d  J u n c t i on a n d  t h e  S a n  J u a n  G e n e r a t i n g 
S t a t i on ,  t h e  l i n e wou l d  b e  s h a r e d  a s  fo l l ow s : Co l o r ado-U te - - SO p e r c e n t ,  
a n d  We s t e r n - - SO p e r c e n t .  
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T h e  n a t u r al and s oc i o e c onom i c r e sou r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y a r e a  h a v e  b e en 
i nv e s t i g a t e d  and d e t a i l e d i nforma t i on w a s  p r e s en t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S .  
Ana l y s e s  i n  t h e  S D E I S  i nc l u d e d  s o i l c h a r ac t e r i s t i c s , v e g e t a t i on ,  
w i l d l i fe ,  l and u s e , c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  s o c i oe c onom i c r e s ou r c e s ,  v i s u a l  
r e s ou r c e s  and s p e c i a l i nt e r e s t  a r e a s . Ad d i t i ons  t o  c e r t a i n  r e s ou r c e  
i nforma t i on c on t a i ne d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  a r e  p r e s en t e d  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 0  o f  t h i s  
F E I S . 

S e v e r a l  c o r r i dor s and l i ne s e gmen t s  b e twe en R i f l e and San J u an h a v e  b e e n  
i d ent i f i e d  and e v a l u a te d  i n  t h e  env i ronment a l  p ro c e s s . A s  a r e s u l t of 
t h e s e  e v a l u a t i ons , t h e  p a r t i c i p ant s c ho s e  the c or r i dor i n  F i g u r e  1 - 1 as  
t h e i r  r e commend e d  co r r i do r . The p a r t i c i p an t s  b e l i e v e  t h i s  c or r i d o r  i s  
t h e  mo s t  ov e r a l l a c c e p t ab l e  a l t e rna t i v e for cons t r u c t i on and o p e r a t i on 
of a 3 4 5  kV l i ne b e t w e e n  t h e  R i f l e S u b s t a t i on and t h e  S an J u an G e ne r a t i ng 
S t a t i on to me e t  t h e i r  t r ans m i s s i on s y s t e m  ne e d s .  T h e  l oc a t i on of t h e  
r e c ommend e d  c or r i dor p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  r e f l e c t e d  i np u t , t o  t h e  
e x tent  po s s i b l e ,  f rom F e d e r a l  l and manage r s , county off i c i a l s ,  and t h e  
p u b l i c .  T h e  p r e f e r r e d  c or r i dor p r e s en t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S h a s  b e e n  mod i f i e d  
s l i g h t l y  a s  a r e s u l t o f  f u r t h e r  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  c oop e r a t i ng agenc i e s and 
cou n ty p e rm i t t i ng a c t i v i t i e s . T h e  mod i f i e d p r e fe r r e d  c or r i dor now 
cons i s t s  of a l t e rna t i v e s e gment s 3 a , 3 c , 3 h , p a r t  of 3 f  and 3 i , 3 g , Sa , 
5 b , 1 2 ,  l 4a ,  l 4d ,  1 4c ,  1 7 a ,  1 9 a ,  2 1 , 2 9 a , 2 9 b , 30a , 30e , 3 2 a , 3 2 c , 3 3 , 
3 5 a , 3 5 c , 3 6 b  and 3 9  ( s e e  F i g u re s  3 - 9 , 3 - 1 1  and 3 - 1 3  of t h e  S D E I S ) . T h e  
p r e f e r r e d  c or r i dor w a s  c ho s en to a vo i d known c u l t u r a l  r e so u r c e s  and to 
m i n i m i z e  t h e  i mp a c t s  on i mpor t ant and p r i me f a r m l and s , f l ood p l a i n s ,  
we t l and s , m i ne r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  o t h e r  s pe c i a l  f e a t u r e s a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  
S D E I S  and t o  a vo i d l and u s e  c onf l i c t s  i n  c e r t a i n count i e s . I n  a d d i t i on ,  
e x i s t i ng r i g h t s -of-way ( RO W s ) we r e  p a r a l l e l e d w h e r e  p r a c t i c a b l e  to 
f u r t h e r  m i n i m i z e t h e  e nv i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t  of t h e  p roj e c t .  

T h e  propos e d  3 4 5  kV t r ans m i s s i on l i ne wou l d  b e g i n  a t  Co l o r ado-U t e ' s  
e x i s t i ng R i f l e S u b s t a t i on and e x te n d  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  90 km ( 5 6 m i l e s )  
s o u t h we s t  to t h e  G r and J u nc t i on S u b s t a t i on .  T h e  l i n e wo u l d  t h e n  e x t e nd 
i n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i on a p p ro x i ma t e l y  8 3  km ( 5 2 m i l e s )  to t h e  Mont r o s e  
S u b s t a t i on. T h i s  s e gment of t h e  l i n e wo u l d  p a r a l l e l an e x i s t i ng 
Co l or ado-U t e  1 1 5  kV l i ne for m u c h  of t h e  d i s t anc e . T h e  3 4 5  kV l i ne wou l d  
t h e n  e x t end s o u t h e r l y  a p p r o x i ma te l y  6 7  km ( 42 m i l e s )  to a p ropo s e d  f u t u r e  
s U b s ta t i on s i te n e ar Norwood , Co l or a d o . A por t i on of t h i s  l i ne s e c t i on 
wou l d  p a r a l l e l  an e x i s t i n g  Co l o r ado- U t e  1 1 5  kV l i ne a n d  a n  e x i s t i ng 
W e s t e rn 2 30 kV l i ne . T h e  l i ne wou l d  then cont i nu e  s o u t h e r l y  a p p r o x i ­
mate l y  7 8  km ( 4 9 m i l e s )  p a r a l l e l i ng We s t e rn ' s e x i s t i n g 2 30 kV t r an s ­
m i s s i on l i n e to a p p ro x i ma t e l y  3 2  km ( 20 m i l e s )  s o u t h  of t h e  
S an M i g u e l /Do l or e s  County l i ne w h e r e  t h e  l i ne wou l d  d e p a r t  from t h e  
2 30 k V  l i ne a n d  e x t e n d  3 6  k m  ( 2 3  m i l e s )  i n  a s ou t h e a s t  d i r e c t i on to t h e  
Mon t e z u ma/La P l a t a  County l i ne . F rom t h e  Mon t e z u ma/La P l a t a  Co unty l i ne , 
t h e  l i ne wou l d  e x tend s ou t h e a s t a p p ro x i m a t e l y  2 7  k m  ( 1 7  m i l e s )  to t h e  
p ropos e d  Lo n g  H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on s i t e s o u t h we s t  o f  D u r ango , Co l o r a d o . T h e  
l i ne wou l d  t h en e x tend i n  a s ou t h we s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n a p p ro x i ma t e l y  7 0  km 
( 44 m i l e s )  to t h e  e x i s t i n g  s w i t chya r d  at t h e  S a n  J u a n  Ge n e r a t i ng S t a t i on 
ne a r  F a r m i n g ton , N e w  Me x i co .  
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T h e  p ro po s a l i nc l Ud e s  c ons t r u c t i on of a s i ng l e - c i r c u i t 1 1 5 kV l i ne p l a c e d  
on dou b l e - c i r c u i t towe r s  f rom t h e  p ropo s e d  Long H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on ne a r  
H e s p e r u s ,  Co l or a d o , 1 1  km ( 7  m i l e s )  e a s t to Co l or ad o- U t e's  e x i s t i ng 
D u r ango S u b s t a t i on .  

T h e  b a s i c  t r ans m i s s i on l i n e s t r u c t u r e s  for t h e  3 4 5  kV l i ne wou l d b e  
nons p e c u l a r s t e e l l a t t i c e  towe r s  ( s e e  F i g u r e s 3 - 1 and 3 - 2  of t h e  S D E I S )  
a n d  wo u l d  be a p p ro x i ma te l y  3 5  me t e r s  ( m )  ( 1 1 5  fe e t )  i n  h e i g h t . T h e  towe r 
h e i g h t  wou l d  v a ry w i t h  te r r a i n .  T h e  towe r s  wou l d  h a v e  a b a s e  d i me n s i on 
of a p p ro x i ma te l y  8 4  s q u a r e  me t e r s  ( 900 s q u a r e  f e e t )  a n d  wou l d  b e  a n c h o r e d  
b y  fou r c on c r e te' p i e r found a t i on s . Typ i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  wou l d  b e  2 to 4 
s t r u c t u r e s  p e r km ( 3  to 6 s t r u c t u r e s  p e r  m i l e ) w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  s p an of 
366 m ( 1 2 00 f e e t ) .  T h e  c ond u c t o r  wou l d  con s i s t of a t wo cond u c to r  b u n d l e  
of non s p e c u l a r a l u m i num c a b l e r e i nfor c e d  w i t h  s t e e l . T h e  d i ame t e r  of 
e a c h  s u b cond u c tor wou l d  b e  a bo u t  3-4 c ent i me t e r s  ( c m )  ( 1 . 2- 1 . 5  i nc h e s ) . 
Two ov e r h e ad s h i e l d  w i r e s  wou l d b e  p l a c e d  on top of t h e  towe r s t r u c t u r e  
t o  p rov i d e p r o te c t i on from l i g h t n i n g .  I n s u l a to r s  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  2 4  c m  
( 1 0  i nc h e s ) i n  d i ame t e r  wou l d  b e  u s e d  i n  a s s e mb l i e s to s e p a r a t e  t h e  
c ond u c tor s from t h e  s u p por t s t r u c t u r e s . 

T h e  propo s e d  1 1 5 kV l i ne wou l d  c ons i s t of s i ng l e  s t e e l p o l e 
doub l e -c i r c u i t  s t r u c t u r e s  ( s e e  F i g u r e  3 - 3  of t h e  S D E I S )  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  
2 7  m ( 90 f e e t )  i n  h e i g h t . A l t e rna te s t r u c t u r e  typ e s  wou l d  b e  c ons i d e r e d  
d u r i ng t h e  p e rm i t t i n g  p ro c e s s . Towe r h e i g h t  wou l d  v a r y  w i t h  t e r r ajn . 
Nons p e c u l a r c ond u c to r , a p p r o x i ma t e l y  3 c m  ( 1  i nc h ) i n  d i ame t e r  and 
c on s i s t i ng of a l u m i num s t r and s r e i nfor c e d  w i t h  s t e e l wou l d  be u s e d for 
e a c h  of t h e  s i x  p h a s e s . 

T h e  r i g h t-of-way (-ROW) w i d t h for t h e  3 4 5  kV l i ne wou l d  b e  a m i n i m u m  of 
4 6  m ( 1 50 fe e t ) .  A c t u a l  ROW w i d t h  may v a ry d e p e nd i ng on a c t u a l  l oc a t i on , 
d e s i gn s pan l eng t h , d e s i gn c ond u c tor s a g , and o t h e r  gov e rnmen t a l r e q u i r e -
ment s . S t and a r d  t r ans m i s s i on l i ne v e h i c u l a r c ons t r u c t i on me t hod s wou l d  
be  u s e d  to c ons t r u c t  both  l i ne s u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  i nd i c a t e d . Ho l e s for 
s tr u c t u r e  found a t i ons  wou l d  b e  a u g e r e d  or d u g  i n  s o i l and d r i l l e d  or 
b l a s t e d  i n  r oc k .  Cond u c to r s  on b o t h  l i ne s wou l d  b e  i ns ta l l e d w i t h  
s tand a r d  tens i on s t r i ng i ng e q u i pment and p r a c t i c e s . 

E x pans i on of t h e  e x i s t i ng s U b s t a t i on s  a t  G r and J unc t i on ,  Mon t r o s e  and 
D u r ango , Co l o r a d o  wou l d  r e q u i r e a bou t 8 h e c t a r e s  ( h a )  ( 2 0 a c r e s )  of l and 
c l e a r i ng .  T h e  ne w Long H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on wou l d  r e q u i r e a b o u t 4 h a  
( 1 0 a c r e s )  of l and c l e a r i ng .  A d d i t i ons  t o  t h e  e x i s t i ng s u b s t a t i on s  wou l d  
i n c l u d e  i ns ta l l a t i on of c i r c u i t  b r e ak e r s ,  r e a c tor s , and t r ans for me r s . 
E q u i pment a t  t h e  ne w s u b s ta t i on wou l d  i nc l u d e  c i r c u i t  b r e ake r s , s w i t c h e s , 
t r ans forme r s , and a c on t r o l  h o u s e  ( s e e  A p p end i x  F of t h e  S D E I S ) . A l l new 
fac i l i t i e s wou l d  b e  of a l ow p r of i l e  d e s i gn and b e  ent i r e l y  e n c l o s e d  by 
c h a i n  l i nk fenc e s  w i t h  l oc ke d  g a t e s . 

Cons t r u c t i on i s  tenta t i v e l y  s c h e d u l e d to b e g i n i n  1 98 4  and b e  c omp l e t e d  
i n  1 9 8 6 . 
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1 . 3 F e de r a l A c t i ons  
A numb e r  of Gov e rnment agenc i e s  may r e q u i r e l i c en s i ng a c t i ons or h a v e  to 
i s s u e  p e rm i t a p p rov a l s d u r i ng the  p l ann i ng and cons t r u c t i on of t h e  
p ropo s e d  p roj e c t .  

T h e  REA a c t i on wou l d b e  t h e  pos s i b l e  a p p rov a l  of f i nanc i ng a s s i s t anc e  to 
Co l or ado- U t e  for i t s s h a r e  of cons t r u c t i on c o s t s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  t r an s­
m i s s i on fa c i l i t i e s . R EA has  d e t e r m i ne d  t h a t  s u c h  an a p p rov a l wou l d  
c ons t i t u t e  a maj o r  F e d e r a l a c t i on s i gn i f i c ant l y  a f f e c t i ng t h e  q u a l i ty of 
t h e  h uman env i r onme nt . R EA , t h e r e fore , h a s  r e q u i r e d  t h e  p r e pa r a t i on of 
an env i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s ta tement ( E I S ) . T h e  S D E I S  and t h i s  F E I S  h a v e  
b e e n  p r e p a r e d  b y  R E A  p u r s u ant t o  t h e  r e q u i r e me n t s  o f  Se c t i on 1 02 ( 2 ) ( c )  of 
t h e  N a t i ona l Env i ronmen t a l P o l i cy A c t ( N E PA )  of 1 9 6 9 , as amend e d . 

R EA i s  a c t i ng a s  t h e  l e a d  a g ency for t h e  p r e p a r a t i on of t h e  E I S . T h e  
a l t e rnat i v e s  t o  t h e  p roj e c t  we r e  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  env i r onmen t a l p roc e s s  
to a s s u re t h a t  r e a s onab l e  s af e g u a r d s  wou l d  b e  i nc l u d e d  i n  any p r oj e c t  
p l ans to p ro t e c t  t h e  we l f a r e  of t h e  p u b l i c  and to a s s u re t h a t  a l l 
p r ac t i c a b l e  env i r onme nt a l  p ro t e c t i on c on c e rns wou l d  b e  i nc o r po r a t e d  i nto 
t h e  proj e c t . T h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  p ro t e c t i on con c e rns w i l l  a vo i d a vo i d a b l e  
a d v e r s e  e f fe c t s  a n d  m i t i g a t e , to a m i n i mu m , u n av o i d a b l e a d v e r s e  e f fe c t s . 
R EA' s env i ronment a l  r ev i e w p r oc e d u r e s  for c ons i d e r a t i on of a l oan 
ap p l i c a t i on r e q u i r e Co l o r a d o-U t e  to c om p l y  w i t h  a l l p e r t i n ent e n v i ron­
ment a l  r e q u i r e me n t s  i mpos e d  by F e d e r a l , s t a t e , a n d  l oc a l  a u t h or i t i e s .  
F e d e r a l cons i d e r a t i ons  r e g ar d i ng p r e p a r a t i on of an E I S  i nc l u d e , b u t  a r e  
not l i m i te d  t o , t h e  N a t i on a l  H i s tor i c  P r e s e r v a t i on A c t ;  E x e c u t i v e Or d e r  
1 1 5 9 3: P ro te c t i on a n d  Enhanc ement o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  E n v i ronme n t ; F e d e r a l 
C l e an A i r A c t ;  C l e an W a t e r  A c t ;  t h e  E n d a n g e r e d  S pe c i e s  A c t  of 1 97 3  a s  
amend e d ; F a r m l and P r o t e c tion P o l i c y A c t ;  t h e  F i s h  and W i l d l i fe Coor d i ­
n a t i on A c t; t h e  W i l d  a n d  S c en i c R i v e r s  A c t ;  E x e c u t i v e O r d e r  1 1 9 90: 
P ro te c t i on of W e t l and s ; E x e c u t i v e Or d e r  1 1 9 8 8 : F l oo d pla i n  M anagemen t ; 
and t h e  U . S .  D e p a r tment of Ag r i c u l t u r e  D e p a r tme n t  R e g u l a t i on 9 500- 3 of 
M ar c h  2 2 , 1 9 8 3 . 

Ot h e r  age n cy a c t i ons  r e l a t e d  to t h e  propo s e d  proj e c t  i n c l u d e: 

- B LM mu s t  d e c i d e w h e t h e r  to a p p ro v e  or d eny i s s u anc e of a G r an t  of ROW 
to par t i c i pant s for t h e  por t i ons of t h e  propo s e d  p r oj e c t  t h a t  wou l d  
c ro s s l a n d s  a dm i n i s t e r e d  by B LM .  B LM is a l s o  a c oo p e r a t i ng a g e n c y  i n  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i on of t h e  E I S  for t h i s  p r oje c t . 

FS mu s t  d e c i d e w h e t h e r  to a p p rove  o r  d eny i s s u an c e  of a n  A u t hor i z i ng 
Doc ument to p a r t i c i p an t s  for t h e  por t i ons  of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  t h a t  
wou l d  c r o s s N a t i ona l Fore s t l and s .  T h e  F S  i s  a l s o  a coope r a t i ng a g enc y . 

- W e s t e rn , a s  a p a r t i c i p ant , wou l d  f u n d  i t s s h a r e  of t h e  p r oj e c t .  S i nc e  
W e s t e rn i s  a F e d e r a l agenc y , We s te rn h a s  c ho s e n  to a l s o  b e  a c oo p e r a t i ng 
age n cy to f u l f i l l  i t s N E PA r e q u i rement s . 

- T h e  B u r e a u  of I n d i an Affa i r s w i t h  t h e  c ons ent of r e s pe c t i v e t r i b a l  
c ounc i l s  mu s t  d e c i d e wh e t h e r  to i s s u e e a s ement s to p a r t i c i p an t s  for 
por t i ons of t h e  propo s e d  p r oj e c t  t h a t  wou l d  c ro s s I nd i an l and s .  
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T h e  Fe d e r a l Av i a t i on A d m i n i s t r a t i on ( FAA) mu s t  r e v i e w a n d  d e c i d e to 
ap p rove or d eny a Not i c e of P ropo s e d  Cons t r u c t i on or Alt e r a t i on 
( Form 7 4 60- 1 ) s u b m i t t e d  by p a r t i c i pan t s  for por t i on s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  
p roj e c t  l oc a t e d  ne a r  a i r po r t s .  

- T h e  U . S .  F i s h  and W i l d l i fe S e r v i c e ( U S F WS ) r e v i e w e d  t h e  p roj e c t  
propo s a l and i n  a c c ord anc e w i t h  S e c t i on 7 o f  t h e  E n d ang e r e d S p e c i e s  
Ac t i nd i c a t e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l t h r e a t ene d a n d / o r  e n d a n g e r e d  s pe c i e s may 
be p r e s ent i n  t h e  a r e a . A b i o l og i c a l  a s s e s sment conc e rn i n g  t h e s e  
s p e c i e s and t h e  a r e a s  w h e r e c ons t r u c t i on o f  t h e  p roj e c t  i s  p ropo s e d  
wa s p r e p a r e d  and s u b m i t t e d  t o  U S FWS . T h e  U S F W S  r e v i e w e d  t h e  a s s e s s ment 
and s u b s e q u ent l y  a d v i s e d  R EA t h a t  the p ropo s e d' p roj e c t  i s  not l i k e l y  to 
affe c t  any s p e c i e s c u r r e n t l y l i s t e d  as  t h r e a t ene d o r  e n d a n g e r e d  by t h e  
U S FWS ( s e e  A p p end i x  C ) . 

- I f  t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  i s  a u t h or i z e d , a c u l t u r a l  r e s ou r c e  s u r v e y  mu s t  
b e  c ond u c t e d  on t h e  t r an s m i s s i on l i ne ROW s and s u b s t a t i on s i t e s  and 
a c c e s s  road s .  N e w  Me x i co and Co l or ado S t a t e  H i s tor i c P r e s e r v a t i on 
Off i c e r s  ( S H PO )  and r e s pons i b l e  F e d e r a l  l and manag e r s  wo u l d  b e  
cons u l t e d  for e l  i g i b i l i ty d e t e r m i n a t i ons  and d e t e rm i na t i ons  of e ffe c t  
p u r s u an t  to 3 6  C F R  800 . 

- T h e  Cor p s  of E n g i ne e r s  ( CO E ) wou l d  b e  c ons u l t e d  to ens u r e  c omp l i an c e  
w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e ment s of S e c t i on 404 of t h e  C l e an W a t e r  A c t . 

1 . 4 S t a t e  and Loc a l  A c t i on s  
T h e  Co l orado D e p a r tme n t  of H i g h way s mu s t  make a d e c i s i on to i s s u e  o r  d e ny 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a u t i l i ty l i c e n s e  for e a c h  l oc a t i on w h e r e  t h e  p ropo s e d  
tran s m i s s i on l i n e c ro s s e s  a S t a t e  or F e d e r a l  h i g h way . 

T h e  Co l or ado S t a t e  Boa r d  of L a n d  Comm i s s i one r s  m u s t  d e c i d e to g r ant o r  
d eny a pe r p e t u a l e a s ement fo r a l l por t i on s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roje c t  w h i c h 
wou l d  be c ons t r u c t e d  on any Col o r a d o  s t a te l and und e r  i t s j u r i s d i c t i on .  

The  Co l or a do D i v i s i on of W i l d l i fe ( CDOW )  mu s t  d e c i d e to g r ant or d eny an 
e a s ement for a l l po r t i on s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  wh i c h wou l d  c ro s s any 
l and und e r  i t s j u r i s d i c t i on .  

T h e  Co l or a do D i v i s i on of P a r k s  a n d  O u t doo r  Re c r e a t i on m u s t  i s s u e  an 
e a s ement for a l l por t i on s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  wh i c h wou l d  b e  
cons t r u c t e d  on l and t h a t  i t  adm i n i s t e r s . 

A Ce r t i f i c a t e  of P u b l i c  Conv e n i enc e and N e c e s s i ty for t h e  p ropo s e d  
s i n g l e - c i r c u i t 3 4 5  k V  and a s s o c i a t e d  fa c i l i t i e s w a s  g r an t e d  by t h e  PUC 
on S e p t e mb e r  20 , 1 9 8 3 . 

T h e  N e w  Me x i co L a n d  Off i c e  m u s t  i s s u e a p e r p e t u a l  ROW e a s e me n t  for any 
por t i on of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  wh i c h i s  cons t r u c t e d  on t h e  S t a t e l a n d s  
t h a t  i t  a d m i n i s t e r s . 

1-7 



T h e  c ou n t i e s  i n  Co l or ado h a v e  b e e n  g r a n t e d  l a n d  u s e  p l a n n i n g  a u t ho r i ty by 
t h e  S t a t e . A l t hou g h  t h e  p roc e d u r e s v a r y  amo n g  t h e  c ou n t i e s , t h e  c o u n ty 
pia n n i n g  comm i s s i on g e n e r a l l y  r e c omme n d s  a cou r s e  of a c t i on to t h e  Boa r d  
o f  Cou n ty Comm i s s i on e r s . I n  t u r n ,  t he Boa r d  o f  Co u n ty Comm i s s i on e r s  
g e n e r a l l y  i s s u e s  a d e c i s i on o n  t h e  l oc a t i on of a p ropo s e d  p roj e c t .  To 
d a te, Garf i e l d, Me s a, De l t a, Mon t ro s e, O u r ay a n d  Do l or e s Cou n t i e s  h a v e  
g i v e n  a p p rov a l  t o  t h e  p roj e c t  ro u t i n g . 

Co l or ado-U t e  a p p l i e d to S a n  M i g u e l Cou n ty for a s p e c i a l u s e  p e r m i t for t h e  
3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e p ropo s a l  i n  1 9 8 0 . A p e rm i t w a s  i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  
p roj e c t , b u t  i t  c on t a i n e d  s t i p u l a t i on s  t h a t  we r e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  to 
Co l o r ado-U t e . The p e rm i t c o n d i t i o n s  we r e  a p pe a l e d by Co l o r a d o- U t e  a n d  no 
cou r t  d e c i s i o n has  b e e n  r e n d e r e d  ( s e e  S e c t i o n 3 . 3 . 1 0 of t h i s  F E I S  for 
a d d i t i on a l  d i s c u s s i on ) . Co l o r a do-U t e  i s  c on t i n u i n g d i s c u s s i on s  w i t h  
S a n  M i g u e l Cou n ty off i c i a l s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  c o u n ty p rob l e m s  
i n  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  l i n e . 

Co l o r ado-U t e  h a s  s u bm i t t e d  a n  ap p l i c a t i on for a s p e c i a l u s e  p e r m i t i n  
Mon t e z u ma Cou n ty for t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  p roj e c t  rou t i n g i n  t h i s  c o u n ty .  

Co l or ado- U t e  a p p l i e d to L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty for a s p e c i a l  u s e  p e rm i t i n  
1 98 0 . A s  a r e s u l t  of c omme n t s  on t h e  or i g i n a l  r o u t e  p ropo s e d  i n  L a  P l a t a  
Cou n ty ,  Co l o r a do-U t e  h a s  b e e n  n e go t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Sou t h e r n  U t e  I n d i a n 
T r i b e for a n  a l t e r n a t i v e rou t e  l oc a t i on . Co l o r ado-U t e  w i l l  s u b m i t a n  
a p p l i c a t i o n t o  La P l a t a  Cou n ty for a s p e c i a l  u s e  pe r m i t f o r  t h e  r e v i s e d  
p roj e c t  w h e n  t h e  l i n e rou te i s  mo r e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d . 

I n  S a n  J u a n  Cou n ty, N e w  Me x i c o, n o  p e r m i t t i n g  r e q u i r e me n t s  e x i s t w h i c h 
a p p l y  to f a c i l i t i e s l i k e t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e p roj e c t . 

1 . 5 S u mm a ry of t h e  A l t e r n a t i v e s  
1 . 5 . 1  F e d e r a l  A c t i on A l t e r n a t i v e s  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  a v a i l a b l e  to R E A  i n  t h i s  F e d e r a l  a c t i o n i n c l u d e : 1) a p p rov a l  
of f i n a n c i n g a s s i s t a n c e  for t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t ,  2 )  a p p rov a l  o f  f i n a n c i n g 
a s s i s t a n c e  for t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  w i t h  c o n d i t i on s , a n d  3 )  d i s ap p rov a l  
of f i n a n c i n g a s s i s t a n c e  for t h e  p ropo s e d  p r oj e c t. L i k e w i s e , t h e  F S  a n d  
B LM a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  to a p p rove o r  d e ny c ro s s i n g F e d e ra l  l a n d s ; a n d  i f  
a p p rov a l  i s  p rov i d e d, F S  a n d  B LM mu s t  d e t e rm i n e  t h e  l oc a t i on of t h e  
c o r r i dor o n  t h e s e  F e d e r a l  l a n d s . A B LM Gr a n t  o f  ROW o r  a F S  A u t ho r i z i n g 
Do:ume n t  wou l d  b e  i s s u e d  w i t h  v a r i ou s  s t i p u l a t i o n s  for c o n s t r u c t i on ,  
ope r a t i on a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s on t h e  r e s p e c tive l a n d s . 

1 . 5 . 2  P r oj e c t  A l t e r n a t i v e s  
I n  pla n n i n g t h e  p ropo s e d  p r oj e c t, Colo r a do-U t e  a n d  i t s c on s u l t a n t  
con t a c t e d  n u me rou s F e d e r a l , s t a t e  a n d  l oc a l  ag e n c i e s a n d  t h e  p u b 1 i c  to 
i d e n t i fy a r e a s  of c o n c e r n  a n d  pos s i ble a l t e r n a t i v e rou t e s . A w i d e  r a n g e  
o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  we r e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a n d  b a s e d  on a n  e v a l u a t i o n o f  t h e s e  
a l te rnat i v e s , Co l or ado-U te, W e s t e r n  a n d  P S C  c on c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  
3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e  ( a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  f a c i 1  i t i e s )  i s  t h e  b e s t  
a l t e r n a t i v e for me e t i n g  t h e i r  comb i n e d  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  n e e d s  ( s e e  
Se c t i o n 2 . 0  o f  the S D E I S ) . R E A  h a s  r e v i e w e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  t h e  
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a l te r n a t i v es a n d  c on c u rs w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n ts ' c on c l us i ons . T h i s  
p roj e c t  wou l d  me e t  Co l or a d o- U t e ' s ,  Weste r n ' s  a n d  P S C ' s  sys t e m  
r e q u i r e me n ts ( Se c t i on 2 . 0 o f  t h e  S D E I S )  a n d  wou l d  comp l y  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  
l aws a n d  r e g u l a t i o ns for p ro t e c t i n g  t h e  q u a l i ty of t h e  e n v i ro n me n t . 
Re aso n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  we r e  p r ese n t e d  i n  Se c t i o n 3 . 0 of t h e  S D E I S. 

1 . 6 Major Con c e r n s  a n d  I ss u es 
Th rou g h  t h e  N E PA p ro c ess , R EA h as i d e n t i f i e d e n v i ro n me n t a l  conse q u e n c es 
of t h e  p roposed  a c t i on a n d  r e aso n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s . A p p rop r i a t e  
m i t i g a t i on me asu res h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  t h a t  wou l d  avo i d ,  m i n i m i ze ,  o r  
e l i m i n a te ad v e rse i mp a c ts f rom t h e  p roposed  f a c i l i t i es .  I n p u t  f rom 
F e d e r a l , s t a t e  a n d  l oc a l  gov e r n me n ts a n d  t h e  a f f e c t e d  p u b l i c  h as b e e n  
cons i d e r e d  i n  t h e  p roj e c t  e v a l u a t i o n a n d  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f  m i t i g a t i on 
me as u r e s  to m i n i m i z e i mp a c ts .  

T h e  p roposed  p roj e c t  wou l d  r e q u i r e  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  2 0 8 6  h a  ( 5 1 5 5 a c r es )  of 
land  w i t h  t h e  345 kV l i n e ROW r e q u i r i n g 202 5 ha ( 5000 a c r es ) ,  t h e  1 1 5 kV 
l i n e ROW r e q u i r i n g 50 ha ( 1 2 5 a c res ) a n d  t h e  su bst a t i ons r e q u i r i n g 1 2  h a  
( 30 a c r es ) . T h e  to t a l amo u n t  o f  l a n d  o c c u p i e d for t h e  1 i fe o f  t h e  
p roj e c t  wou l d  b e  a p p r o x i ma te l y  1 0  h a  ( 2 4 a c r es )  for 3 4 5  k V  t r a n sm i ss i o n 
l i n e st r u c t u r es a n d  1 2  h a  ( 30 a c r e s )  for s u bst a t i ons . O n e  k i l ome t e r  
( 0 . 6  m i l e )  of a c c ess road p e r  k i l om e t e r  ( 0 . 6  m i l e )  o f  t r a n sm i ss i o n 1 i n e 
cou l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  to const r u c t  t h e  p roj e c t , of wh i c h 3 2 0  km ( 2 00 m i l es )  
may b e  l oc a t e d  off t h e  t r ansm i ss i on l i n e ROW . Ass u m i n g a road 4 m 
( 14 f e e t )  w i d e , abou t 0 . 5  h a/km ( 2 . 0 a c r es/m i l e )  wou l d  b e  d i s t u r b e d  for 
a c cess roads . Some of t h ese roads wou l d  oc c u py t h e  l a n d  for t h e  l i f e of 
t h e  p roj e c t . 

A sma l l amou n t  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  wou l d  be r e mov e d  f rom p rod u c t i on .  
T r a nsm i ss i on towe rs a l on g  t h e  p re f e r r e d  c or r i d o r  wou l d  o c c u p y  l ess t h a n  
0 . 2  h a  ( 0 . 5  a c res ) o f  p r i me f a r m l a n d , 0 . 8  h a  ( 2  a c r es )  o f  i r r i g a t e d  
c rop l a n d , a n d  0 . 4  h a  ( 1  a c r e ) o f  no n i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d . T h e  p roposa l 
wou l d  r e mo v e  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  3 6 4  h a  ( 900 a c res ) of forest l a n d s  w i t h  
pote n t i a l t o  p rod u c e  c omme r c i a l t i mb e r . 

Soc i oe c onom i c imp a c ts m i g h t  i n c l u d e  e ffe c ts f rom const r u c t i o n - wo r k e r  
p rese n c e , l o c a l  e x p e n d i t u res , a n d  f i sc a l  e f fe c ts t h a t  wo u l d  r e su l t f rom 
t h e  constr u c t i on of t h e  p ropose d fa c i l i t i es .  Temporary a c c ommod a t i ons 
for cons t r u c t i on wor k e rs c ou l d  b e  me t w i t h  e x i st i n g  f a c i l i t i es i n  e a c h  
commu n i t y a n d  p r esen t c ommu n i t y se r v i c es wou l d  b e  a d e q u a t e . Pot e n t i a l 
i n d i r e c t- t a x  r e v e n u e s  f rom t h e  p roposa l wou l d  b e  m i n i ma l , b u t  wo u l d  b e  
a b e n e f i c i a l i mp a c t  of t h e  p roposed  p roj e c t . I n c r e ases i n  p rop e r ty- t a x  
r e v e n u es d u r i n g  op e r a t i on wou l d  b e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  l on g- t e rm b e n e f i c i a l 
i mp a c t . P e rso n al i n c ome i n  t h e  r e g i o n for t h e  d u r a t i o n of cons t r u c t i o n 
wou l d  r i se as a r e su l t of p roj e c t  e x p e n d i t u res , w h i c h wou l d  b e  a sma l l 
b e n e f i c i a l i mp a c t  for t h e  r e g i on . 

T h e  s c e n i c  q u a l i ty of t h e  a r e a  c ou l d  b e  r e d u c e d  wh e re v e r  t r a nsm i ss i o n 
towe rs o r  substa t i on f a c i l i t i es a r e  v i s i b l e  to a n  obse r v e r . V i s u a l 
i n t r us i on of t h e  t r a nsm i ss i on l i n e b e c a use of st r u c t u r e c o n t r as t  ( no 
s i m i l a r e x i st i n g st r u c t u re s ) , l a n d fo r m  c o n t r ast ( n e w  o r  up g r a d e d  a c c ess 
roads a n d  towe r - p a d  const r u c t i on )  a n d  v e g e t a t i on c o n t r ast ( v e g e t a t i on 
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r emov a l ) ,  c ou l d  c on t i n u e  t h r ou g hou t t h e  l i fe of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . 
T h e  g r e a t e s t  v i s u a l i mp a c t s  wou l d  oc c u r  w h e r e  t h e  l i n e i s  p l a c e d  i n  a r e a s  
o f  n a t u r a l  s c e n i c  q u a l i ty ,  i n  a r e a s  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i ty t o  r e s i d e n c e s , 
t ra v e l rou t e s , r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  a r e a s  o r  i n  o t h e r  s e n s i t i v e v i e w i n g  
l oc a t i on s . 

D e s t r u c t i o n of c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  wh i c h a r e  non r e n e wa b l e ,  c ou l d  b e  
p e rma n e n t  i mp a c t .  T h e  p r e fe r r e d  form of i mp a c t  m i t i ga t i on for c u l t u ra l 
r e s ou r c e s  i s  a vo i d a n c e . T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  s u i t e d  for c o n ­
s t r u c t i on of a t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  Coor d i n a t i on b e t we e n  t h e  a r c h aeo­
l og i c a l  d a t a  c o l l e c t i on ,  the  p l a n n i n g  of c o n s t r u c t i on and m a i n t e n a n c e  
road s ,  a n d  t h e  l oc a t i on o f  towe r s t r u c t u r e s  wou l d  o c c u r . I f  a vo i d a n c e  
i s  n o t  po s s i b l e  a n d  a s i te i s  l i s t e d  o r  d e t e rm i n e d  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  for 
l is t i n g  on the N a t i on a l R e g i s t e r  of H i s tor i c  P l a c e s  ( N R H P ) , a m i t i ga t i on 
p l a n ,  a s  p rov i d e d  by 3 6  C F R  800 , wou l d  b e  d e v e l op e d  a n d  e x e c u t e d . No 
a c t i on b y  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  b e  p e rm i t t e d  t h a t  c ou l d  r e s u l t  i n  a n  
a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  s u c h  a c u l t u r a l  r e s ou r c e  o r  t h a t  wou l d  for e c l o s e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  c ou l d  a vo i d  o r  m i t i g a t e  s u c h  e f fe c t s  u n l e s s  t h e  p l a n i s  
a c c e p t a b l e  to t h e  r e s pon s i b l e  l a n d  ma n a g e r ,  to t h e  r e s p e c t i v e S H PO a n d  to 
t h e  A d v i s o ry Cou n c i l on H i s tor i c P r e s e r v a t i on ( AC H P ) . 

A thorou g h  l i t e r a t u r e  s e a r c h t o  d e t e r m i n e  k nown c u l t u r a l r e s ou r c e s  h a s  
b e e n  c omp l e t e d  ( N i c ke n s  1 9 8 1  a n d  1 9 8 2 ) a n d  a n  " on - t h e -g rou n d "  s u r v ey of 
t h e  ROW s , a c c e s s  road s ,  a n d  s U b s ta t i on s i t e s  by a q u a l i f i e d a r c h a eo l og i s t  
wou l d  b e  p e r f o r me d , a n d  s i te - s p e c i f i c  m i t i g a t i v e me a s u r e s  wo u l d  b e  
d e v e l op e d  fo l l ow i n g  t h e  d i s c o v e ry o f  a n y  s i te s  e l i g i b l e  for l i s t i n g i n  
t h e  N RH P . 

No s i g n i f i c a n t  p o te n t i a l i mp a c t  to a i r  q u a l i ty wo u l d  o c c u r . R a d i o  a n d  
t e l e v i s i on r e c e p t i on b e yo n d  9 0  m ( 300 f e e t )  o f  t h e  c e n te r l i n e i s  n o t  
e x p e c t e d  to b e  i mp a i r e d . T h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e s hou l d  n o t  po s e  a b i o l og i c a l  o r  
h e a l t h  h a z a r d . No p u b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s to d a t e  h a v e  s hown 
a d v e r s e  e ff e c t s  on h u ma n s  f rom e l e c t ro s t a t i c and e l e c t roma g n e t i c  f i e l d s 
p rod u c e d  b y  3 4 5  kV l i n e s . 

1 . 7 Age n cy P r e f e r r e d  A l t e r n a t i v e 
R EA's r e v i e w a n d  e v a l u a t i on of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ' t r a n s m i s s i o n s y s t e m  
p ropos a l  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  c on c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  e n v i ronme n t a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  
a l t e r n a t i v e i s  c on s t r u c t i on o f  a s i n g l e- c i r c u i t 3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s f r om R i f l e ,  Cc l or ado , to t h e  S a n  J u a n  
Ge n e r a t i n g S t a t i on n e a r  F a rm i n g ton , N e w  Me x i co .  T h e  p ropo s a l  i s  a 
d e s i r a b l e a n d  n e c e s s a ry p roj e c t  t h a t  c a n  b e  c on s t r u c t e d  w i t h o u t  a d v e r s e  
e n v  i r o n m e n t a  1 i mp a c t s . 

A l te r n a t i v e s  to c on s t r u c t i on a n d  a l t e r n a te c or r i dor s we r e  g i v e n  
con s i d e ra t i on t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p ro c e s s  i n c l u d i n g t h e  E I S  p ro c e s s . 
T h e  A g e n c y  p r e fe r r e d  c or r i d o r  i s  s hown i n  F i g u r e  1 - 1  of t h e  F E I S .  I t  i s  
s i m i l a r to t h e  p r e fe r r e d  co r r i dor as d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n 1 . 0 i n  t h e  
SD E I S ; howe v e r , t h e  p r e f e r r e d  c or r i dor h a s  b e e n  mod i f i e d o r  c h a n g e d  i n  
two s e c t i o n s . T h e  c or r i dor b e t we e n  R i f l e a n d  G r a n d  J u n c t i on , Co l or ado , 
h a s  b e e n  mod i f i e d a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  Gar f i e l d  a n d  M e s a  Cou n t i e s  p e r m i t 
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p roce s s e s  ( r e f e r  to S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 1  a n d  F i g u r e  2 - 1  of t h e  F E I S ) . B e t we e n  
t h e  N o r wood S ubs t a t i on s i t e a n d  t h e  Mo n t e z u ma / L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty l i n e ,  t h e  
p r efe r r e d  c o r r i dor i s  Alt e r n a t i v e C ( s e e  S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 1  a n d  F i g u r e  2 - 2  of 
t h e  F E I S ) . A l t e r n a t i v e B was i d e n t i f i e d as t h e  p r e f e r r e d  cor ridor for 
t h i s  s e c t i o n i n  t h e  S D E I S . 

T h e  e n v i r o n me n t a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  c or r i dor b e t we e n  R i f l e  a n d  G r a n d  J u n c tion, 
Co l or ado , i s  A l t e r n a t i v e H a s  mod i f i e d by G a r f i e l d  a n d  Me s a  Cou n t i e s . 
T h e  c or r i dor i s  p r e fe r r e d  by R EA , F S , B L M  a n d  We s t e r n . T h e  e n v i ron­
me n ta l l y  p r e f e r r e d  c o r r i dor b e twe e n  G r a n d  J u n c t i on a n d  Mon t ro s e , 
Co l or a d o , i s  S D� I S  A l t e r n a t i v e B .  T h i s  c or r i dor i s  p r e f e r r e d  by R EA, B LM 
a n d  We s t e r n ; t h e  F S  h a s  no p r e f e r e n c e . T h e  p r e fe r r e d  c or r i dor b e t we e n  
Mon tro s e  a n d  Nor wood S u b s t a t i on s i t e i s  S D E I S  A lt e r n a t i v e A .  T h i s  
c or r i do r  i s  p r e fe r r e d  by R EA , F S , B L M  a n d  We s t e r n . T h e  e n v i r o n me n t a l l y  
p r e fe r r e d  c o r r i do r  b e t we e n  t h e  Norwood S u b s t a t i on s i t e a n d  t h e  
Mon t e z u ma / La P l a t a  c o u n ty l i n e i s  S D E I S  A l t e r n a t i v e C .  T h i s  c o r r i dor i s  
p e rfe r r e d  by R EA , F S , B LM a n d  We s t e r n . T h e  e n v i r o n me n t a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  
c o r r i dor b e t we e n  t h e  Mon t e z u ma / La P l a t a  cou n ty l i n e a n d  Lo n g  Ho l l ow ,  
Co l or a d o , i s  S D E I S  A l t e r n a t i v e C .  T h i s  c or r i dor i s  p r e fe r r e d  by R E A , F S , 
BLM a n d  We s t e r n . T h e  e n v i ronme n t a l l y  p r e fe r r e d  c o r r i dor b e twe e n  Lo n g  
H o l l ow a n d  t h e  S a n  J u a n  G e n e r a t i n g S t a t i on i s  S D E IS A l t e r n a t i v e B .  T h i s  
corr i do r  i s  p e r f e r r e d  by R EA ,  B L M, a n d  We s t e r n ; t h e  F S  h a s  no p r e fe r e n c e . 
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LO_E r ����Jl�i�A d d i t i o JJ�JJlfor !!la t i on �lt i ga t i  on P 1  an 
The SD E I S  e v a l u a t e d  t h e  propo s e d  proj e c t , a l t e r n a t i v e  c o r r i d o r s a n d  o t h e r  
r e a s on a b l e o pt i on s . T h e  S D E I S  w a s  pr e pa r e d  t o  f u n c t i on a s  a s i n g l e  
i n t e g r a te d  doc u me n t  t h a t  a l l owe d fo r a compr e h e n s i v e r e v i e w of a l l 
r e a s on a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s  u n d e r  con si d er a t i on .  No t i c e of t h e  S D E I S  
a v a i l a b i l i ty w a s  pu b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F e d ��l R eg i s t e r  o n  J u n e  2 8 , 1 9 8 3 , a n d  
c opi e s  o f  t h e  S D E I S  we r e  s e n t  t o  o r  o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e t o  F e d e r a l , 
s t a t e  a n d  l oc a l  gov e r n me n t  a g e n c i e s a n d  t h e  pu b l i c  for r e v i e w a n d  
c omme n t . I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  S D E I S  r e ma i n  t h e  compr e h e n s i v e s ou r c e  
doc ume n t  for t h i s  proj e c t . T h i s  s e c t i on pr e s e n t s  e r r a t a , c h a n g e s  to 
i n for ma t i on pr e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S ,  a n d  a d d i t i on a l  i n forma t i on n e e d e d  to 
c l a r i fy po i n t s  made  i n  t h e  S D E I S . T h e  pr e s e n t a t i on s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i on a r e  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c a r e f u l r e v i e w a n d  e v a l u a t i on of t h e  c omme n t s r e c e i v e d  o n  
t h e  S D E I S . T h i s  s e c t i on a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a n  u pd a t e d  ( a s a r e s u l t  of 
c omme n t s )  m i t i g a t i on pl a n  t h a t  was pr e s e n t e d  i n  S e c t i on 5 . 1 5  of t h e  S D E I S . 

2 . 1  E r r a t a  i n  S D E I S  
- P .  1 - 4 ,  s i x t h l i n e f rom top of pa g e  - c h a n g e  s e n t e n c e  to r e a d " T h e  l i n e 

wou l d c o n t i n u e  s o u t h e r l y  a ppro x i ma t e l y  9 1  km ( 5 7 m i ) pa r a l l e l i n g 
W e s t e r n ' s  2 30 kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i ne a ppro x i ma t e l y  48 km ( 30 m i l e s )  s o u t h  
of t h e  S a n  M i g u e l / Do l or e s  Cou n ty l i n e t h e n  e x t e n d i n g t o  t h e  Mon t e z uma / 
La P l a t a  Cou n ty 1 i n e . "  

- F i g u r e  3 - 3 . T h e  t i t l e b l oc k  s hou l d  r e a d - Lon g  H o 1  l ow - D u r a n go 1 1 5  kV 
L i n e Dou b l e -C i r c u i t  S t r u c t u r e . 

- P .  3 - 1 0 ,  S e c t i on 3 . 2 . 3 ,  1 s t pa r a g r a ph . De l e t e  t h e  s e n t e n c e , " U p  to 
9 1  m ( 300 f e e t )  wou l d  be a c q u i r e d  wh e r e  pr i v a t e  l a n down e r s  a r e  w i 1 l i n g 
to g r a n t  a d d i t i on a l  e a seme n t  r i g h t s  s u ff i c i e n t  to a l l ow c on s t r u c t i on 
of a po s s i b l e  fu t u r e  s e co n d  3 4 5  kV l i n e . "  T h e  PUC d e c i s i o n  t h a t  
a u t ho r i z e d  t h e  proj e c t  l i m i t s  a l l owe d e x pe n d i t u r e s  for f u t u r e  l i n e s . 
Co l or a d o- U t e  doe s not  i n t e n d  to pu r c h a s e  a d d i t i on a l  ROW u n l e s s  
e x c e pt i o n a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , s u c h  a s  gov e r n me n t a l  r e q u i r e me n t s  o r  s pe c i a l 
phy s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  l a n d , i n d i c a t e  o r  r e q u i r e i t .  

- P .  5 -2 8 , S e c t i on 5 . 1 7 ,  2 n d  pa r a g r a ph . D e l e t e t h e  s e n t e n c e , " T h e  
s ho r t - t e r m  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  3 5  y e a r s  ( t h e  e s t i ma t e d  l i fe of t h e  
proj e c t ) . "  To c l a r i fy t h i s  po i n t ,  t h e  d e pr e c i a t i on pe r i od for t h e  
propo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e i s  a ppro x i ma t e l y  3 5  ye a r s ;  h owe v e r , t h e  
u s e f u l 1 i f e o f  t h e  l i n e i s  e x pe c t e d  t o  b e  c on s i d e r a b l y  l o n g e r . 

- P .  3 - 6 9 , l a s t  pa r a g r a ph , s e co n d  l i n e  - c h a n g e  r e f e r e n c e  to T a b l e  3 - 1 6  
to T a b l e  3 - 1 2 .  

- Ta b l e 5 - 4 . S a n  J u a n - S h i proc k .  
We s t e r n ' s  S h i proc k to Fou r Cor n e r s  2 30 kV 1 i n e was  r e c e n t l y  r e b u i l t  
for 3 4 5  kV ope r a t i o n . Co l o r a do-U t e  i s  a l s o r e q u e s t i n g  s ome f i n a n c i n g 
a s si s t a n c e  fo r payme n t  for a po r t i on of t h e  c a pa c i ty of t h i s  l i n e . 
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We s t e r n  pr e pa r e d  a n  E n v i ronme n ta l  A s s e s s me n t  a n d  i s s u e d  a F i n d i n g of 
No S i g n i f i c a n t  I m pa c t for t h i s  3 4 5  kV u pr a t e  on A u g u s t  1 3 ,  1 9 8 2 . 

2 . 2  C h a nge s to I n forma t i on P r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  
2 . 2 . 1  Cor r i dor Mod i f i c a t i on s  
A c h a n g e  to t h e  pr e f e r r e d  c or r i dor i d e n t i f i e d i n  t h e  S D E I S  oc c u r r e d  i n  
Gar f i e l d  a n d  Me s a  Cou n t i e s ( F i g u r e s  1 - 1  a n d  2 - 1 ) .  T h e  S D E I S  wa s u s e d  by 
t h e s e  Cou n t i e s as  the ba s i c  r e s o u r c e  doc u me n t  i n  t h e i r  pro c e e d i n g s . 
T h e s e  Cou n t i e s a l s o sou g h t  pu b l i c  i n pu t on l a n d  u s e  i s s u e s  b e fo r e  ma k i n g  
a d e c i s i o n o n  t h e  pr e f e r r e d  co r r i dor.  R EA f i n d s  t h e s e  c o r r i do r  
mod i f i c a t i o n s  a c c e pt a b l e  a n d  a dopt s  t h e m  a s  i t s pr e fe r r e d  c o r r i dor i n  
t h i s  F E I S . 

A n  e x pa n s i on of Cor r i dor 1 4d oc c u r r e d  i n  Mon t ro s e  Cou n ty ( s e e  F i g u r e s  
1 - 1 a n d  2 - l a ) . T h e  c or r i dor for t h e  l i n e i n  t h i s  a r e a  wa s e v a l u a t e d  by 
BLM and Co l o r a do-U t e . B LM d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t f e w e r  i m pa c t s  wo u l d  oc c u r  on 
B LM l a n d s  i f  t h e  l i n e we r e  rou t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  e x pa n d e d  pro t i o n of t h i s  
c o r r i dor . R EA f in d s  t h i s  c or r i dor mod i f i c a t i on a c c e pt a b l e a n d  adopt s  i t  
a s  pa r t  of t h e  pr e f e r r e d  c or r i dor i n  t h i s  a r e a . 

A no t h e r  c h a n ge to t h e  pr e fe r r e d  cor r i dor i d e n t i f i e d i n  t h e  S D E I S  oc c u r r e d  
i n  t h e  S a n  J u a n  N a t i o n a l  Fo r e s t  nor t h e a s t o f  Cor t e z , Co l or a do ( F i g u r e s  
1 - 1 a n d  2 - 2 ) i n  t h e  s e c t i o n b e twe e n  t h e  Norwood S u b s t a t i o n s i t e a n d  t h e  
Mon t e z u ma / La P l a t a  Cou n ty 1 i n e .  T h e  F S  pr e pa r e d  a n  E n v i r o n me n t a l  
A s s e s s me n t  o n  a l t e r n a t i v e c or r i dor s i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n of t h e  fore s t . F S  
d e t e rm i n e d  t h a t  t h e  pr e fe r r e d  co r r i dor for t h i s  s e c t i on s hou l d  fo l l ow 
A l t e r n a t i v e C ( S e g me n t s  2 9 a , 2 9 b , 30a , 2 9 c , a n d  2 9 d ) a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
S D E I S  r a t h e r  t h a n  A l t e r n a t i v e B ( Se g me n t s  2 9 a , 2 9 b , 3 0 b , 3 0 d  a n d  3 0 e  -
S D E I S  pr e f e r r e d ) .  R EA a c c e pt s  t h e  F S  E n v i ronme n t a l A s s e s s me n t  on t h i s  
s e c t i on of t h e  1 i n e a n d  adopt s  A l t e r n a t i v e C a s  t h e  A g e n c i e s ' pr e f e r r e d  
corr i dor i n  t h i s  F E I S . 

2 . 2 . 2  C h a nge s i n  L a n d  U s e  R e s o u r c e  D a t a  I te m  
Comme r c i a l for e s t  i n forma t i on for s t a t e  a n d  pr i v a t e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
a r e a  h a s  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  f rom t h e  Co l or ado S t a t e  Fore s t  S e r v i c e off i c e a t  
Co l orado S t a t e U n i v e r s i ty i n  F o r t  Co l l i n s , Co l or a do . T h e  i n forma t i on i s  
i n c l u d e d  i n  fou r  book l e t s  e n t i t l e d " P r i v a t e  a n d  S t a te T i mb e r  R e s ou r c e s "  
for A r c h u l e t a a n d  L a  P l a t a  Co u n t i e s ( T . R . I .  Re l e a s e  No . 9 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ; 
Mon t ros e ,  Ou r ay a n d  S a n  M i g u e l Cou n t i e s ( T . R . I .  Re l e a s e  No . 1 1 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ; 
Mon t e z uma a n d  Do l or e s  Co u n t i e s ( T . R . I .  Re l e a s e  No . 1 0 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ;  a n d  Me s a , 
Ga r f i e l d ,  a n d  De l t a Cou n t i e s ( T . R . I .  Re l e a s e  No . 1 7 ,  1 9 7 3 ) . No s u c h  
i n v e n to r y  h a s  b e e n  done  for S a n  J u a n  Co u n ty i n  N e w  Me x i c o .  I n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e s e  book l e t s  a r e  s ma l l -s c a l e  for e s t - type m a ps of e a c h of t h e  c ou n t i e s .  
Ba s e d  on t h e s e  m a ps , po t e n t ia l  comme r c i a l for e s t  on pr i v a t e / s t a t e  l a n d  
h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n  c o r r i dor s pa s s i n g t h ro u g h  G a r f i e l d ,  Mon t r o s e ,  
O u r ay , Do l or e s , S a n  M i g u e l , Mon t e z uma , a n d  La P l a t a  Cou n t i e s . T h e  
m i l e ag e s o f  comme r c i a l fo r e s t  for e a c h  a l t e r n a t i v e we r e  tota l e d a n d  t h e s e  
v a l u e s  we r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  " La n d  U s e "  v a l u e s  d i s pl ay e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  
compar i s on t a b l e s . Ta b l e  2 - 1  i s  a s umma r y  of t h e  n e w  l a n d  u s e  m i l e a g e s  
a n d  s c o r e s for t h o s e a l te r n a t i v e s  affe c t e d  b y  i n c o r po r a t i n g t h e  n e w  
comme r c i a l fo r e s t  i n forma t i o n .  I t  s hou l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  v a lu e s  
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T a b l e  2 - 1  
R E V I S ED LA N D  U S E  VA L U E S  

F o r  S D E I S  T a b l e s 3 - 7  t h ro u g h  3- 1 2 

L a n d  U s e  
Comme r c i a l For e s t  
Tota 1 

L a n d  U s e  
Comme r c i a l For e s t  
Tota 1 

L a n d  U s e  
Comme r c i a l For e s t  
Tot a l  

R i f l e - G r a n d  J u n c t i on 
A l t e r n a t i v e A 
M i l e s S c ore  
� --U 

3 9 . 4  

Mon tro s e - No r wood 

A l t e r n a t i v e H *  
M i l e s S co r e  

1 . 0 --U 
1 3 . 8  

A l t e r n a t i v e A *  
M i l e s S core  

A l t e r n a t i v e B 
M i l e s S co r e  

A l t e r n a t i v e C 
M i l e s S c ore  

-- -- -- -- -- --

9 . 0  3 6 . 0  8 . 5  3 4 . 0  1 8 . 3  7 3 . 2  
4 1 . 6  

A l t e r n a t i v e 0 
M i l e s S c ore  
14:8 59.2 

6 9 . 2  

3 9 . 6  

A l t e r n a t i v e E 
M i l e s S c ore  -- --

5 . 5  2 2 . 0  
2 8 . 8  

8 3 . 2  

Mon tros e -Mon t e z u ma / La P l a ta Co . L i n e  
L a n d  U s e  M i  1 e s  S c o r e  
Comme r c i a l Fo r e s t  2 9 . 6  1 1 8 . 4  
Tota 1 1 9 3 . 6  

Norwood - Mo n t e z uma / La P l a t a Co . L i n e 

L a n d  U s e  
Comme r c i a l Fore s t  
Tot a l  

L a n d  U s e  
Comme r c i a l Fore s t  
Tota l 

A l t e r n a t i v e  A 
M i l e s S c ore 
25.3 � 

1 1 9 . 6  

A l t e r n a t i v e B 
M i l e s S c o r e  
24.3 � 

1 1 5 . 0  

A l t e r n a t i v e C 
M i l e s S c ore  
� 1 2 3 . 6  

1 2 7 . 6  

T a p  w i t h  
A l t e r n a t i v e B 
M i l e s S c ore  -- --

2 . 0  8 . 0  

T a p  w i t h  
A l t e r n a t i v e C 
M i l e s S c o r e  -- --

1 1 . 8 4 7 . 2  
5 1 . 2  

1 2 . 0 

Mon t e z u ma / L u P l a t a  Co . Li n e - Long Ho 1 1  ow 

L a n d  U s e  
P r i me F a r m l a n d  
I r r i g a t e d  Crop l a n d  
Non i r r i g a t e d  Crop l a n d  
Comme r c i a l Fore s t  
Tota l 

La n d  U s e  
Comme r c i a l Fore s t  
To ta 1 

A l t e r nat i v e C* 
M i l e s S co r e  

A l t e r n a t i v e  0 
M i l e s S c o r e  

0-:0 -0:0-
1 . 7 6 . 8  
0 . 5  1 . 0 
8 . 4  3 3 . 6  1 1 . 0  44 . 0  

4 1 . 4  

Long H o l l ow- D u r a ngo 
M i l e s S co r e  -- --

1 . 2 4 . 8  
1 9 . 2  

5 2 . 4  

*Par t i c i p a n t ' s  P r opo s e d  Cor r i dor i n  SD E I S . 

2-6 

A l t e r n a t i v e  E 
M i l e s S c ore  

7 . 5  30 . 0  
5 2 . 4  



r e f l e c t  t h e  n u m b e r of m i l e s of c omme r c i a l  for e s t - ty p e s  c ro s s e d  by t h e  
c o r r i dor ( i . e . , pon d e ro s a  p i n e ,  a s p e n , s p r u c e-f i r ,  a n d  m i x e d  con i fe r ) . 
T h e s e  a r e a s  may o r  may not  b e  c on s i d e r e d  " c omme r c i a l " by s t r i c t  
d e f i n i t i on .  T h e  Co l o r a d o  S t a t e  For e s t S e r v i c e d e f i n e s  c omme r c i a l for e s t  
l a n d  a s : For e s t  l a n d  p rod u c i n g o r  p h y s i c a l l y  c a p a b l e  of p rod u c i n g u s a b l e  
c ro p s  of i n d u s t r i a l wood ( u s u a l l y  s aw t i m b e r  of a t  l e a s t  1 , 500 boa r d  fe e t  
p e r  a c re a t  ma t u r i ty )  w h i c h i s  b e i n g u s e d  for t h a t  p u r p o s e : t h e  la n d  i s  
e i t h e r  e co nom i c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  now or a v a i l a b l e  for f u t u r e  p rod u c t i o n . 
Samp l e s  u s e d  to d e te rm i n e c omme r c i a l for e s t  l a n d  a l s o me e t  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  
q u a l i f i c a t i on s : ( 1 )  e i t h e r  1 , 500 boa r d  fe e t  o r  600 c u b i c  fe e t  p e r  a c r e , 
a n d  ( 2 )  40 s q u a re fe e t  of b a s a l  a r e a  p e r  a c re o f  t r e e s  5 i n c h e s  d i ame t e r  
b r e a s t  h i g h ( d b h ) a n d  l a r ge r . Ta b l e  2 - 2  s u mma r i z e s  t h e  amou n t  of 
c omme r c i a l for e s t  on s ta te a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  e a c h  c ou n ty , as we l l  a s  
t h e  tot a l  amou n t  o f  l a n d  oc c u p i e d b y  for e s t - typ e s  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  q u a l i fy 
a s  c omme r c i a l for e s t .  T h e s e  two c a t e go r i e s a r e  n o t  s e p a r a t e d  on t h e  
S t a t e  For e s t  S e r v i c e ma p s . T h e r e fore , t h e  amo u n t  o f  c omme r c i a l for e s t  on 
p r i v a t e  a n d  s t a t e  l a n d s  me a s u r e d  from the S ta t e  For e s t  S e r v i c e map s fo r 
e a c h  c or r i dor may r e s u l t  i n  a s l i g h t  ov e r e s t i ma t e  of t h e  a c t u a l  amou n t  of 
c omme r c i a l for e s t  w i t h i n t h e  c o r r i do r . 

2 . 2 . 3  C h a nge s to S D E I S  F i gu r e s  3 -1 5 a n d  3 - 1 6  ( F E IS�r e s  2 - 3  a n d  2 - 4 )  
T h e  l oc a t i on o f  t h e  Long H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on s i t e h a s  b e e n  c or r e c t e d  o n  
t h e s e  f i g u r e s . T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  F i g u r e s 3 - 1 5  a n d  3- 1 6  w a s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  for a s e c t i on o f  l i n e b e i n g  e v a l u a t e d  o n  a s i n g l e  p a g e  for 
t h e  r e a d e r ' s  c o n v e n i e n t  r e fe r e n c e  i n  t h e  S D E I S .  No o t h e r  u s e  w a s  
i n t e n d e d  for t h e s e  f i g u r e s . 

2 . 2 . 4  C h a n ge s to S D E I S  F i gu r e  4- 2 9  ( F E I S  F i gu r e  2 - 5 ) 
S e v e r a l  c h a n g e s  we r e  m a d e  to S e gme n t  3 2 c  s hown o n  F i g u r e  4- 2 9  i n  t h e  
S D E I S . S e v e r a l  c omme n t s we r e  m a d e  r e g a r d i n g t h e  c o r re c t n e s s  o f  r e s o u r c e  
i n forma t i o n p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s f i g u r e . A c a r e f u l r e v i e w o f  t h e  r e s ou r c e  
i n forma t i on p r e s e n te d  o n  t h i s f i g u r e  l e d t o  s e v e r a l  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  
e l e v a t i on , v e g e t a t i v e comm u n i t i e s , a n d  l a n d  own e r s h i p  i n forma t i on . 

2 . 2 . 5  Ad d i t i on a l  I n forma t i on 
2 . 2 . 5 . 1  E l e c t r i c  F i e l d s a n d  E l e c t r i c a l  E f fe c t s  
I n forma t i on o n  t h i s s u b j e c t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  S e c t i on 5 . 1 3  a n d  Ap p e n d i x  0 
of t h e  S D E I S .  Comme n t s we r e  r e c e i v e d  on t h e  S D E I S  r e q u e s t i n g  ad d i t i on a l  
i n forma t i on o n  e l e c t ro s ta t i c  e ff e c t s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e .  T h i s  s e c t i on p rov i d e s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n forma t i on on t h i s  s u b j e c t . R EA 
h a s  c on d u c t e d  a n  e x te n s i v e r e v i e w of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e wh i c h s u p p or t s  i t s 
s t a te me n t  ma d e  i n  t h e  S D E I S  t h a t  " no p u b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c s t u d i e s to d a t e  
h a v e  s hown a d v e r s e  e ffe c t s  on h u ma n s  f rom e l e c t ros t a t i c  a n d  
e l e c t romag n e t i c  f i e l d s p rod u c e d  b y  3 4 5  k V  l i n e s . "  A p p e n d i x  B o f  t h e  F E I S  
i n c l u d e s  a b i b l i og r a p h y of s ome of t h e  p u b l i c a t i on s  r e v i e we d . T h e  
fo l l ow i n g  p u b l i c a t i on s  p re s e n t  i n forma t i on o n  b i o l og i c a l  e f fe c t s  of 
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s . T h e s e  p u b l i c a t i on s  i n c l u d e  r e v i e w of n u me rou s 
sou r c e s  of l i t e r a t u r e on t h e  s u b j e c t . 
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Cou n ty 

L a  P l a t a  
Mon t r o s e  
O u r ay 
S a n  M i g u e l 
Mon t ezuma 
Do l or e s  
G a r f i e l d  

Ta b l e  2 - 2  
SUMMA RY O F  COMM E R C I A L  FOR E S T  

O N  S TA T E A N D  PR I VA T E  LAN D S  
BY COU N TY 

P r i v a t e  a n d  
S t a t e  L a n d  

( a c r e s ) 
4 7 4 , 3 8 9  
46 1 , 3 5 1  
1 8 0 , 00 7  
3 4 5 , 5 1 0  
4 0 7 , 9 1 4  
2 7 0 , 809 
6 8 9 , 3 7 3  

Comme r c i a l 
For e s t  L a n d  

( a c r e s )  
5 2 , 000 
2 6 , 200 
3 6 , 900 
44 , 300 
3 1 , 800 
2 2 , 400 
4 1 , 400 

Comme r c i a l F o r e s t  
Type L a n d s * 

( a c r e s )  
6 6 , 7 00 
2 9 , 600 
4 3 , 600 
5 2 , 400 
3 4 , 000 
2 7 , 2 00 
5 3 , 2 00 

Sou r c e s : Co l o r a d o  S t a t e  For e s t  S e r v i c e ,  T i mb e r  R e s ou r c e  I n v e n tory R e l e a s e s  
N o s . 9 ,  1 0 ,  1 1  a n d  1 7 .  

*To t a l i n c l u d e s c omme r c i a l for e s t  l a n d  p l u s l a n d  c ov e r e d by for e s t - ty p e s t h a t  
a r e  g e n e ra l l y  i n c l u d e d  a s  c omme r c i a l fore s t  b u t  d o  n o t  me e t  o t h e r  c r i t e r i a  for 
" c omme r c i a l fore s t  l a n d "  ( s e e  d e f i n i t i on ) . 
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ALTERNATIVE A 
SEGMENTS 31a, 31b, 31e, 31f 

ALTERNATIVE 0 
SEGMENTS 32a, 32b 

Statute Miles 
a 5 10 15 

Kilometers ® 
* Participants' proposed corridor i 
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ALTERNATIVE B 
SEGMENTS 31a, 31d, 31g, 31f 

ALTERNATIVE E 
SEGMENTS 32a, 31h, 31g, 31f 

Figure 2-3 
(Figure 3-15 ) 

.... lICIc ••• MONTEZUMA/LA PLATA COUNTY -.-.- LINE TO LONG HOLLOW 
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l I T Re s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e . 1 9 7 9 . E v a l u a t i on of H e a l t h a n d  E n v i ronme n t a l  
Effe c t s  of E x t r a  H i g h Vo l t a g e  ( E H V )  T r a n s m i s s i o n .  P r e p a r e d  for t h e  
E n v i ronme n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y  ( E PA ) , Of f i c e  o f  Ra d i a t i o n P rog r am s , 
W a s h i n g ton D . C .  u n d e r  Con t r a c t No . 6 8-0 1 - 4 604 . E PA r e q u e s t e d  d a t a  a n d  
i n forma t i on on t h e  h e a l t h a n d  e n v i r o n me n t a l  e ff e c t s  o f  6 0  h e r tz ( Hz )  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  e n e r g i z e d  a t  700 k V  o r  h i g h e r . F i f t y  r e p l

"
i e s tot a l i n g 

ov e r  6 , 000 p a g e s we r e  r e c e i v e d . T h e  c o n c l u s i on r e a c h e d  b y  l I T f rom t h i s  
l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w w a s : " I t  a l s o  a p p e a r s  to b e  r e a s o n a b l y  we l l  
e s ta b l i s he d  t h a t  t h e  n o r ma l e n v i ronme n t  p rod u c e d  by s u c h  t r a n s m i s s i o n 
l i n e s  doe s not  p rod u c e  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t h e a l t h  o r  e n v i ronme n t a l  r i s k s . "  
H e r ro l d ,  J .  1 9 7 9 . H e a l t h  a n d  Safe ty E f f e c t s  of E H V  E l e c t r i c a l  
T r a n s m i s s i on L i n e s  - A r e v i e w of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e , M i c h i g a n  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e 
Comm i s s i on ,  D e p t . of Comme r c e , L a n s i n g ,  M i c h i g a n . T h i s  s t u d y  r e f e r e n c e d  
4 1  s t u d i e s r e g a r d i n g e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  e f fe c t s . T h e  s t u d y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
"b a s e d  o n  c u r r e n t  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  p a s t o p e r a t i n g e x p e r i e n c e , 3 4 5  k V  l i n e 
f i e l d s do n o t  a p p e a r  to c a u s e  a n y  a d v e r s e  e f fe c t s  u pon h u m a n  h e a l t h . "  
T h i s  s t u d y  n o t e s t h a t  t h e  N e w  York P u b l i c  Se r v i c e Comm i s s i on r u l e d t h a t  a 
7 6 5  kV l i n e e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  s t r e n g t h  a t  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  ROW s hou l d  n o t  
e x c e e d  t h e  f i e l d  o f  a 3 4 5  k V  1 i n e a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  i t s ROW . T h e  N e w  Yo r k  
Comm i s s i on n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  f i e l d  s t r e n g t h  ( 4- 6  ( k i l ov o l t p e r  me t e r  
( kV / m »  wou l d  p rov i d e for a m i n i m i z a t i o n o f  r i s k s . T h e  M i c h i g a n  s t u d y  
i n d i c at e d  t h a t  a n y  i mp � c t s  f rom f i e l d  e ff e c t s  a r e  h i g h l y  s p e c u l a t i v e . 

E l e c t r i c Powe r Re s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e  ( E P R I ) .  1 9 7 9 . B i o l og i c a l  Effe c t s  of 
H i g h -Vo l t a g e  E l e c t r i c  F i e l d s : A n  U p d a t e . E P R I  EA- 1 1 2 3 .  Two t hou s a n d  
p u b l i c a t i on s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  p rog r am s  i n  p rog r e s s  we r e  i d e n t i f i e d i n  t h i s  
s t u d y . A p p r o x i ma t e l y  50 of t h e s e  e n t r i e s we r e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  u p d a t e  for 
i n - d e p t h  c o n s i d e r a t i on .  The c on c l u s i o n of t h i s  s t u dy s t a t e s : " T h e  
g e n e r a l  f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  u p d a t e  c o n f i r m t h e  c on c l u s i o n o f  t h e  1 9 7 5  r e v i e w 
t h a t  i t  i s  h i g h l y  i mp ro b a b l e  t h a t  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s f rom t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  
h a v e  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  b i o l og i c a l  e f fe c t s  o n  h e a l t h y  i n d i v i d u a l s who 
e n c ou n t e r  s u c h  f i e l d s i n  a n o r ma l way u n d e r  o r d i n a r y  c o n d i t i on s . "  

M i d -Con t i n e n t  A r e a  Powe r Poo l ( MA P P ) . 1 9 8 2 . Sou r c e  Book : B i o l og i c a l  
Effe c t s  of T r a n s m i s s i on L i n e s , M i n n e apo l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a . T h i s  r e fe r e n c e  
book con t a i n s  r e v i e w s  of 1 i t e r a t u r e r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  b i o l og i c a l  e ff e c t s  of 
t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s . S i x ty- s i x  t e c h n i c a l  s t u d i e s a r e  p r e s e n te d  i n  t h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n . T h i s  doc u me n t  doe s n o t  g i v e a n  o v e r a l l c o n c l u s i on r e g a r d i n g 
h e a l t h  effe c t s  r e l a t e d  to t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s , r a t h e r i t  p r e s e n t s  a 
s umma r y  a n d  r e v i e w a n d  g i v e s  i t s ob s e r v a t i on s  on e a c h  s t u d y . R EA ' s 
r e v i e w of t h i s doc u me n t  l e a d s  i t  to c o n c l u d e  t h a t  d e t r i me n t a l  h e a l t h  
e f fe c t s  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  f rom t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e .  

I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s mo s t  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n to t h e  e ffe c t s  of 60 H z  
e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s i s  s pon s o r e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r tme n t  of E n e r gy ( DO E ) o r  E P R I . 
T h e  c omb i n e d  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  for t h e s e  two p ro g r a m s  i s  a rou n d  $ 5  m i l l  i o n .  
Tab l e  2 - 3  s u mm a r i z i n g DO E r e s e a r c h  a n d  Ta b l e  2 - 4  s umma r i z i n g E P R I ­
s pon s o r e d  s t u d i e s a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i on .  

2 - 12 



Ta b l e  2 - 3 . S u mm a r y  of C u r r e n t  DO E - S po n s o r e d  Re s e a r c h  on B i o l og i c a l  E ff e c t s  of 
A l t e r n a t i n g C u r r e n t  ( A C )  E l e c t r i c a n d  M a g n e t i c F i e l d s ( P r i ma r y  Sou r c e : 
P roj e c t  Re s u me s  P r e s e n t e d  D u r i n g a Con t r a c tor ' s  R e v i e w ,  Nov . 1 8-1 9 ,  1 9 80 , 
Wa s h i n g ton , D . C . , DOE , D i v i s i on of E l e c t r i c a l  E n e r gy S y s t e m s ) .  

S t u dy 

R a t s  a n d  m i c e  a r e  e x po s e d  
t o  1 00 kV / m  f i e l d s for u p  
t o  1 2 0 d a y s . H u n d r e d s  of 
p a r ame t e r s  a r e  b e i n g 
s t u d i e d u t i l i z i n g t h o u s a n d s 
of a n i ma l s .  

M i c roo r g a n i s m s  a r e  e x po s e d  
t o  60 H z  e l e c t r i c f i e l d s 
to a s s e s s  po s s i b l e  
mu t a g e n i c  effe c t s . 

E co l og i c a l  s t u d i e s a r e  
u n d e r way a t  t h e  s i t e 
of t h e  B PA 1 2 00 kV 
p rototype  t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e . T h e s e  i n c l u d e  
v e g e t a t i on ,  w i l d l i fe ,  
c a t t l e ,  a n d  hon e y b e e s . 

P l a n t  a n d  a n i ma l  c e l l s  
a r e  s t u d i e d to d e t e rm i n e  
h ow 60 H z  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s 
may p e r t u r b  c e l l s y s t e m s . 

Con t r a c tor / P r i n c i p a l  
I n v e s t i ga to r  

B a t t e l l e  P a c i f i c  
Nor t h we s t  La bora tor i e s 

B a t t e l l e  P a c i f i c  
Nor t h we s t  L a b o r a tor i e s  
( F .  P .  H u n g a t e ) 

B a t t e l l e  P a c i f i c  
Nor t h we s t  L a b o r a tor i e s 
( L .  E .  Roge r s ) 

U n i v e r s i ty of Roc h e s te r  
( M .  W .  M i l l e r )  

2- 1 3 

Re s u l t s 

No e ffe c t s  i n  s t u d i e s of 
me t a bo l i s m a n d  g r ow t h , 
s u s c e p t i b i l i ty to 
i n fe c t i on a n d  i l l n e s s , 
c e l l g e n e t i c s ,  
p a t ho l og y , bone  g rowt h , 
c a r d i ov a s c u l a r s y s te m ,  
a n d  r e p rod u c t i on a n d  
d e v e l opme n t . S u b t l e  
e f fe c t s  of s ma 1 1  
m a g n i t u d e  we r e  d e t e c t e d  
i n  s t u d i e s  of 
e n doc r i no l ogy , 
n e u rop h y s i o l ogy , 
h e ma to l ogy , u r i n e 
v o l u me , b o n e  f r a c t u r e  
r e pa i r ,  a n d  b e h a v i or .  
S t u d i e s  a r e  c on t i n u i n g .  

No e f fe c t s  fou n d  i n  
c e l l s  e x po s e d  to 
e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  l e v e l s  
h i g h e r  t h a n  c ou l d  be  
p rod u c e d  t h ro u g h  a i r by 
a t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e .  

Mo s t  s t u d i e s  s how n o  
e l e c t r i c f i e l d  r e l a te d  
e ff e c t s . L e af t i  p b u r n  
d e t e c te d  o n  s ome t r e e s  
p u r po s e l y  l e f t  g r ow i n g  
n e a r  t h e  1 2 00 k V  l i n e .  
E f fe c t s  n o t e d  on 
h o n e y b e e s  i n  8 to 
1 2  kV / m  f i e l d s 
a p p a r e n t l y  r e l a t e d  to 
i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t s  i n  
h i  v e s .  Fo l l ow u p  
s t u d i e s a r e  u n d e rway . 

Some e f fe c t s  o b s e r v e d  i n  
p l a n t  roo t g row t h . 
E l e c t r i c f i e l d  s t r e n g t h s  
we r e  c on s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  
t h a n  c ou l d  b e  p rod u c e d  
b y  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s  
t h ro u g h  a i r .  



S t u d i e s a r e  u n d e rway to 
d e t e r m i n e  me c h a n i s m s  for 
b i o l og i c a l  e f fe c t s  from 
e l e c t r i c  a n d  mag n e t i c  
f i e l d s . T i s s u e s  a n d  
who l e a n i ma l s a r e  
i nvo l v e d . E x po s u r e s  
i n c l u d e  u s e  o f  4 5 0  MHz 
mod u l a t e d  w i t h  1 6  Hz a n d  
6 0  Hz . 

Pos s i b l e e ff e c t s of 60 Hz 
e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s on g rowth 
a n d  me t a b o l i s m of mamma l i a n 
c e l l s  a r e  b e i n g  s t u d i e d .  

S t u d i e s  a r e  con c e r n e d  w i t h  
e ffe c t s  o f  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s 
on m e t a bo l i s m ,  a c t i v i t y ,  
b i o l og i c a l  r h y t h m s , a n d  
body temp e r a t u r e . 

S t ud i e s i n vo l v e t h e  
e ffe c t s  o f  6 0  H z  e l e c t r i c  
f i e l d s o n  c e n t r a l  n e r vou s 
s y s t e m  on b e h a v i or i n  
rode n t s . 

A s tu d y  of t h e  d e t e c t i on 
of 60 Hz e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s 
by r a t s . 

Ta b l e 2 - 3 . Con t .  

V e t e r a n s  Ho s p i t a l  
Loma L i n d a , CA 
( � .  R .  Ad e y ) 

M i s s i on R e s e a r c h  Cor p . 
a n d  Los A l amo s S c i e n t i f i c  
L a b  ( H .  J. P r i c e )  

A r go n n e  N a t i on a l  
L a bor a tory 
( C .  F .  E h r e t , 
R .  S .  Ros e n b e r g ) 

R a n d om l i n e ,  I n c . 
( A .  H .  F r e y )  

U n i v e r s i ty o f  Roc h e s t e r  
( S .  S t e r n )  

2- 1 4  

Some e ff e c t s  d e t e c t e d  a t  
l e v e l s  a s  l ow a s  a f e w  
vo l t s / m a p p a r e n t l y  
fr e q u e n c y r e l a t e d . 
S i g n i f i c a n c e  of e ffe c t s  
i s  b e i n g i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

No c h a n g e s  i n  c e l l 
g rowt h  r a t e  w i t h  a n  
e l e c t r i c f i e l d  of 
2 . 5  kV/m i n  t h e  c e l l 
n u t r i e n t .  < T h i s f i e l d  
s t r e n g t h  c ou l d  n o t  b e  
p rod u c e d  t h ro u g h  a i r b y  
a t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
e l e c t r i c f i e l d ) . 

I n i t i a l t e s t s i n d i c a t e 
m i c e  a r e  a ro u s e d  by 
25 kV / m  f i e l d s . G r a d u a l  
e x t i n c t i on of a rou s a l  
o c c u r s  w i t h  s u c c e s s i v e 
I I t u r n  on s l l o f  t h e  
e l e c t r i c f i e l d .  F i e l d s 
of 1 00 kV / m  h a v e  not  
affe c t e d  b i o l og i c a l  
r h y t h m s . 

Some p r e l i m i n a ry e f f e c t s  
h a v e  b e e n  n o t e d  a t  f i e l d  
s t r e n g t h s  of 3 . 5  kV / m .  
T h e  i d e n t i ty of a n  
lI effe c t l l  d e p e n d s  p a r t l y  
on t h e  t y p e  of 
s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t  u s e d 
to a n a l yze d a t a . 

P r e l i m i n a r y  te s t s  
i n d i c a t e  t h r e s ho l d for 
d e t e c t i on of f i e l d  w a s  
5-8 kV / m .  Howe v e r , 
d e t e c t i on may b e  
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  c ag e  
m a t e r i a l s .  



An i n v e s tig a t i on of the 
pos s i ble effec t s  of h i gh 
s tre n g th 60 H z  elec t r i c  
f i eld s o n  health a n d  
behav i o r of nonhuman 
pr i ma tes. 

-- - - - -------------------------

Tab l e  2-3 . Con t. 

Sou thwe s t  Res e a rch 
I n s t i t u t e  
(C. F .  Fe l ds to n e) 

2 - 1 5  

I n  p re l imin ary tests , 
baboo n s  we re ab l e  to 
de tect 30 kV / m  fie l d s 
a nd ge n e r a l l y  ada p ted 
to the fie l d. No 
obv i ou s  de l e t e rious 
effec t s  were ob s er v ed . 



Ta b l e  2-4 . S u mmary of C u r r e n t  Re s e a r c h  Spon s o r e d  by t h e  E l e c t r i c  Powe r 
Re s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e I n v o l v i n g B i o l og i c a l  Effe c t s  of AC E l e c t r i c F i e l d s ( P r i ma r y  
Sou r c e s : Kav e t  1 9 7 9 , P h i l l i p s e t  a l . 1 9 7 9a )  

S t u dy 

Effe c t s  of 60 H z  
e l e c t r i c f i e l d s  on 
c a rd i a c p a c e mak e r s . 

A s t u d y  to a s s e s s  effe c t s  
of 6 0  H z  e l e c t r i c f i e l d s 
on hon eyb e e s . 

A s t u d y  of e ff e c t s  of 
60 Hz e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s on 
p l a n t s  and a n i ma l s .  

Con t r a c tor / P r i n c i pa l  
I n v e s t i ga to r  

l I T  Re s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e , 
a n d  U n i v e r s i ty of 
Roc h e s t e r  

B i o c on c e r n  

We s t i n g hou s e  E l e c t r i c 
Cor p . & P e n n s y l v a n i a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i ty 

2- 1 6  

Re s u l t s  

S t u d i e s w i t h  b e n c h  te s t s  
a n d  w i t h  b a boon s  
i n d i c a t e d  c e r ta i n  k i n d s  
of p a c emake r s  may b e  
affe c t e d  b y  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e  
f i e l d s . S t u d i e s  w i t h 
h u man p a c e ma ke r  
p a t i e n t s  a r e  p l a n n e d . 

A d v e r s e  effe c t s  we r e  
o b s e r v e d  i n  s ome b e e  
c o l on i e s ma i n t a i n e d  
b e n e a t h  a 7 6 5  kV 
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e . 
Effe c t s  may b e  r e l a te d  
t o  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t s  
i n s i d e h i v e s  a n d  
r e s u l t i n g m i n i - s ho c k s . 
S t u d i e s  a r e  con t i n u i n g 
to d e t e rm i n e  me c h a n i s m s  
for ob s e r v e d  e f fe c t s . 

For p l a n t s , 1 i m i  t e d  
damage  to s h a r p  po i n t e d  
l e a v e s  a t  20- 2 5  k V / m  
b u t  no e ff e c t s  o n  
g r ow t h  a t  u p  to 50 
kV /m . P i geon s 
p e r c e i v e d  e l e c t r i c  
f i e l d s  of 1 0-20 k V / m  
( i n c r e a s e d s e c r e t i on o f  
cor t i co s t e ro n e ) .  
S t u d i e s a r e  u n d e rway on 
c h i c k e n  e g g s  a n d  on 
t a l l g r ow i n g  p l a n t s . 





Effe c t s  of 30 kV / m  
e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s o n  
a d u l t s w i n e  a n d  t h e i r  
off s p r  i n g . 

E l e c t r i c  f i e l d  e f fe c t s  
on n e r vou s a n d  e n d oc r i n e  
s y s t e m . 

E p i d e m i o l og i c a l  s t u d y  
o f  e l e c t r i c a l  l i n eme n 
a n d  s w i t c h ya r d  wor ke r s . 

T a b l e  2-4 . Con t .  

B a t t e l l e  P a c i f i c 
Nor t h we s t  L a b o r a tor i e s 

T u l a n e  U n i v e r s i ty 

Ta b e r s h a w  O c c u p a t i on a l 
Me d i c i n e A s s oc i a t e s  

2- 1 7  

P r e l i m i n a ry r e s u l t s :  
for  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i on 
s t u d i e s no a d v e r s e  
e f fe c t s  d e t e c t e d  i n  
m a t i n g ,  f e r t i l i t y ,  
g e s t a t i on ,  n u m b e r o r  
s i z e of off s p r i n g ,  
g r ow t h  of p r e g n a n t  
f e ma l e s  a n d  f e t u s e s , or 
i n  b l ood and s e r u m 
c h e m i s t ry .  Some 
e f f e c t s  s e e n  i n  s t u d i e s 
of n e u ro p h y s i o l ogy , a n d  
b e h av i or .  P r e l i m i n a ry 
r e s u l t s of 
mu l t i g e n e r a t i on s t u d i e s 
i n c l u d e  e f f e c t s  on 
r e p rod u c t i on w h i c h we r e  
n o t  fou n d  i n  t h e  
DOE- s po n s o r e d  r od e n t  
s t u d i e s ( Rob Ka v e t , 
p e r s on a l  c omm u n i c a t i on ) . 
E f fe c t s  i n c l u d e d  h i g h e r  
i n c i d e n c e  o f  fe t a l  
ma l forma t i on i n  e x po s e d  
a n i ma l s fo l l ow i n g  a 
s e c o n d  b r e e d i n g .  A l s o , 
f e ma l e s c on c e i v e d  a n d  
r a i s e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t r i c 
f i e l d  we r e  l e s s  
s u c c e s s f u l i n  ma t i  n g  
c om p a r e d  to c o n t r o l  
a n i ma l s .  A t  t h i s  t i me 
i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  
t h e  e f fe c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  
to t h e  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d ,  
a n  ou t b r e ak of i l l n e s s  
t h a t  oc c u r r e d  e a r l i e r 
i n  t h e  s t u d y  a n i ma l s ,  
or to s ome o t h e r  
f a c tor ( s ) . 

M u l t i p l e  g e n e r a t i on s  
of m i  c e  w i  1 1  b e  e x po s e d  
t o  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s of 
80  kV / m . S t u d i e s a r e  
p r e l i m i n a r y . 

F i r s t  p h a s e  of t h e  
s t u d y  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
p r oj e c t  f e a s i b i 1  i ty 
a n d  d e s i g n of a l a r g e  
s c a l e  s t u d y . 



A comme n t  w a s  a l s o r e c e i v e d  r e g a r d i n g t h e  l e v e l s of s ho r t - c i r c u i t  i n d u c e d  
c u r r e n t s  t h ro u g h  l a r g e  me t a l l i c  o b j e c t s  l oc a t e d  n e a r  o r  u n d e r  t h e  
p ropo s e d  l i n e a n d  s a f e ty c on s i d e r a t i on s  t h e r e o f . A r e c a l c u l a t i on w a s  
m a d e  o f  F i g u r e  0- 3 of t h e  S O E I S  w h i c h s howed t h e  p roj e c t e d  l e v e l s o f  
e x pe c t e d  s ho r t - c i r c u i t  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  t h ro u g h  a l a r g e  comb i n e pos i t i on e d  
a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  ma x i m u m  f i e l d  s t r e n g t h . T h e  ma x i m u m  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  
s t r e n g t h s  a re 6 . 7  kV / m  for t h e  hor i zon t a l  towe r d e s i g n  a n d  6 . 6  k V / m  for 
t h e  d e l t a towe r d e s i g n .  T h e  E P R I  T r a n s m i s s i on L i n e  R e f e r e n c e  Book -
3 4 5  kV & Above , S e c o n d  E d i t i on ( Re f e r e n c e  Book ) , l i s t s  t h e  i n d u c e d  
c u r r e n t  f a c tor o f  a J o h n  De e r e  Com b i n e t o  b e  0 . 3 8 m i l l i amp / k i l i vo l t / me t e r  
( mA / ( kV / m )  ( Ta �l e 8 . 8 . 3 ) . For  t h e  hor i zon t a l  c on f i g u r a t i on w h e r e  t h e  
m a x i mu m  f i e l d  s t r e n g t h  i s  6 . 7  k V  p e r  me t e r , t h e  m a x i mum t h eo r e t i c a l  
i n d u c e d  s ho r t - c i r c u i t c u r r e n t  i s  6 . 7  x 0 . 3 8 = 2 . 6 m i l l i am p s  ( mA ) . F o r  
t h e  d e l ta c on f i g u r a t i on w h e r e  t h e  m a x i mu m  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  s t r e n g t h i s  
6 . 6  kV / m ,  t h e  ma x i m u m  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n d u c e d  s ho r t - c i r c u i t  c u r r e n t  i s  6 . 6  x 
0 . 3 8 = 2 . 5  mA . A l s o  u s i n g t h e  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  f a c tor f rom t h e  r e fe r e n c e  
book for a l a r g e  s c hoo l b u s , t h e  c a l c u l a t e d  s ho r t - c i r c u i t  c u r r e n t s  a r e  
2 . 6  a n d  2 . 5  mA for t h e  h o r i zo n t a l  a n d  d e l t a c o n f i g u r a t i on s , r e s p e c ­
t i v e l y .  I t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s tood t h a t  a l l c a l c u l a t i on s  o f  i n d u c e d  
s ho r t - c i r c u i t  c u r r e n t s  a r e  b a s e d  u pon comb i n a t i o n s  o f  e x t r eme l y  
con s e r v a t i v e ,  o r  " i d e a l " ,  a s s u mp t i on s . For e x amp l e ,  i t  i s  a s s u m e d  
t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  o r  v e h i c l e  i s  pos i t i on e d  a t  t h e  po i n t  of h i g h e s t  f i e l d  
s t r e n g t h  a n d  o r i e n t e d  p a r a l l e l  to t h e  1 i n e .  I t  i s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  
v e h i c l e  o r  o b j e c t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  i n s u l a t e d  f rom t h e  g r ou n d . I t  i s  a s s u m e d  
t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  mak i n g  con t a c t w i t h  t h e  v e h i c l e  o r  o b j e c t  h a s  p e r fe c t  
e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  g rou n d  a n d  t h e  o bj e c t . I n  r e a l i ty ,  howe v e r , 
t h e  e ff e c t s  of t h e s e  c on s e r v a t i v e  a s s u mp t i o n s  a r e  m i t i g a t e d  by t h e  
p h y s i c s o f  t h e  r e a l  wo r l d .  T h e  g r o u n d  c l e a r a n c e  on w h i c h t h e  e l e c t r i c  
f i e l d  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  i s  b a s e d  u po n  t h e  ma x i mum a l l ow a b l e  c o n d u c to r  s a g . 
T h e  con d u c tor s w i l l  s a g  t h i s  l ow on l y  u pon t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  of e x t r e m e  
t h e r ma l l oa d i n g o r  e x t r e me i c e l oad i n g .  A t  a l l o t h e r  t i me s  t h e  s a g  w i l l  
b e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s - - t h e  g rou n d  c l e a r a n c e  w i l l  b e  g r e a t e r a n d  t h e  
e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  s t r e n g t h  s ma l l e r .  T h e  m a x i m u m  l e v e l of e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  
s t r e n g t h  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r s  a t  two f i n i te po i n t s  i n  a n y  g i v e n  s pa n . A s  o n e  
mov e s  a n y  d i r e c t i on f rom e i t h e r  of t h e  two po i n t s , t h e  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  
s t r e n g t h  r e d u c e s  r a t h e r  q u i c k l y .  T h e  p ro b a b i l i ty ,  t h e r e fo r e , of a 
v e h i c l e  o r  o b j e c t  b e i n g pos i t i on e d  a t  t h e  po i n t  of ma x i m u m  f i e l d  i s  
r a t h e r  s ma l l .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  c a r bon c o n t e n t  i n  r u b b e r  t i r e s , v e h i c l e s 
a r e  not  we l l  i n s u l a t e d  f rom t h e  g r ou n d . Th i s  f a c tor s l i g h t l y  m i t i g a t e s  
t h e  l e v e l s o f  i n d u c e d  s ho r t - c i r c u i t c u r r e n t s , b u t  mor e  i mpor t a n t l y i t  
r e d u c e s  t h e  ope n c i r c u i t  vo l t a ge to a s ma l l f r a c t i o n of t h e  i d e a l l y  
i n s u l a t e d  c a s e . T h e  con t a c t  i m p e d a n c e  b e tw e e n  a p e r s on ' s  foo t a n d  g ro u n d  
( e s pe c i a l l y  w h e n  s hoe s a r e  wo r n )  a n d  b e twe e n  a p e r s on ' s  h a n d  a n d  t h e  
o b j e c t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  l e v e l s o f  s ho r t - c i r c u i t  c u r r e n t  pa s s i n g 
t h ro u g h  t h e  body a s  c omp a r e d  to c a l c u l a t e d  l e v e l s .  H e r e  a g a i n ,  t h e  
a c t u a l  l e v e l s  o f  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  a r e  ty p i c a l l y  on l y  a f r a c t i on o f  t h o s e  
c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  i d e a l c a s e . Ca l c u l a t i o n s  s h ow t h a t  s h o r t - c i r c u i t 
i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t s  wou l d  n o t  e x c e e d  2 . 6  mA . R EA ' s  e x p e r i e n c e . a s  we l l  a s  
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  s hows t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t s  
a c t u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  p e r s o n s  c om i n g  i n  con t a c t  w i t h  v e h i c l e s i n  t h e  
v i c i n i ty o f  powe r l i n e s  w i l l  b e  a f r a c t i o n o f  t h e  c a l c u l a t e d  ma x i m u m s . 
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I n  fa c t ,  e x t e n s i v e wor k  d o n e  by E P R I  ( Re fe r e n c e  Book ) s how s , fo r e x am p l e ,  
t h a t  t h e  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  t h ro u g h  p e r s o n s con t a c t i n g a s c hoo l b u s  on 
a s p h a l t s t a t i s t i c a l l y  r a n g e s  f rom 1 / 1 00 t h  to 1 / 5 t h  of t h e  " i d e a l " 
s ho r t - c i r c u i t  c u r r e n t  1 00 p e r c e n t  of t h e  t i me .  L i k e w i s e , t h e  a c t u a l  
l e ve l s  o f  ope n c i r c u i t  v o l t a g e  r a n ge s f rom 1 / 300t h  to 1 / 4 t h  o f  t h e  
" i d e a l " l e v e l s .  Wo r k  b y  Da l z i e l  & L e e  h a s  s hown t h a t  9 9 . 5  p e r c e n t  of 
a l l me n are a b l e  to w i t h s t a n d  l e t - go c u r r e n t s  of 9 mA or l e s s  a n d  
9 9 . 5  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l wome n a r e  a b l e  t o  w i t h s t a n d  l e t - go c u r r e n t s  o f  6 mA o 
Te s t i n g ,  of c ou r s e , h a s  n o t  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  s ma l l c h i l d r e n . Howe v e r , 
5 mA h a s  be e n  adop t e d  by t h e  i n d u s t ry a s  t h e  s a fe l e t -go c u r r e n t  for 
c h i l d r e n  b a s e d  u pon e x t r a po l a t i o n s  of t h e  d a ta take n for me n and wome n .  
T h e  N a t i on a l E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  Cod e  ( N E S C ) , A N S I C2 , h a s  adop t e d  5 mA a s  
t h e  m a x i mu m  a l l owa b l e  i n d u c e d  c u r re n t  u pon o b j e c t s  b e n e a t h  t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e s  for t h e  p ro t e c t i on of me n , wome n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n . T h e  S D E I S  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  w i l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  5 mA N E S C  l i m i t ,  b u t  doe s 
not s ay t h a t  i t  w i l l  r e a c h  t h a t  1 1 :1 i t .  

I n  s u mma ry ,  t h e  5 mA s ho r t - c i r c u i t  l i m i t r e q u i r e d  by t h e  N E S C  a s  t h e  
ma x i mum a l l ow e d  t h ro u g h  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y o f  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  i s  
we l l  fou n d e d  a n d  b a s e d  u pon s o u n d  p� i n c i p l e s for t h e  s a fe ty of a l l t h e  
p u b l i c .  R EA ' s  op i n i on i s  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  d e s i g n c o n f i g u r a t i o n a n d  
grou n d  c l e a r a n c e  p rov i d e s  a d e q u a te m a r g i n s  o f  s a fe ty for p ro t e c t i on o f  
t h e  p u b l i c  a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  o p e r a t i n g  v o l t a g e . T h e  p r e d i c t e d  l e v e l s of 
s ho r t - c i r c u i t  c u r r e n t  i n d u c e d  by t h e  p ropo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e on l a r g e  
v e h i c l e s s u c h  a s  comb i n e s  a n d  s c hoo l b u s e s  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s 
e s ta b l i s h e d  by t h e  N E SC . I n  fa c t , t h e y  a r e  a bo u t  o n e - h a l f  t h a t  l i m i t .  
I t  c a n  b e  f u r t h e rmor e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  l e v e l s  of c u r r e n t  a c t u a l l y  
e x pe r i e n c e d  by p e r s on s c om i n g  i n  con t a c t  w i t h  t h e s e  v e h i c l e s w i l l  b e  a 
f r a c t i on of c a l c u l a t e d  l e v e l s .  

2 . 3  M i t i ga t i on P l a n 
T h i s  s e c t i on d e s c r i b e s  t h e  me a s u r e s  to b e  i mp l e me n t e d  by t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
i n  or d e r  t o  m i t i g a te any a d v e r s e  e n v i ronme n t a l i mp a c t s  r e s u l t i n g f rom t h e  
p ropo s e d  3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e p roj e c t . Comme n t s  we r e  r e c e i v e d  o n  t h e  
m i t i g a t i on p l a n t h a t  wa s p r e s e n t e d  i n  Se c t i o n 5 . 1 5  o f  t h e  S D E I S . A s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h e s e  c omme n t s , t h e  m i t i ga t i on p l a n h a s  b e e n  u p d a t e d  a n d  i s  
p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s s e c t i on . S i t e - s p e c i f i c  s t i p u l a t i o n s  for c on s t r u c t i on on 
a l l l a n d s  wou l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  the p l a n of c on s t r u c t i o n , op e r a t i on ,  a n d  
r e h a b i l i t i a t i on r e q u i r e d  i n  S e c t i on 504 ( d )  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l L a n d  Po l i c y a n d  
Manageme n t  A c t .  T h i s  p l a n wou l d  i n c l u d e  s p e c i f i c m i t i g a t i o n  me a s u r e s  to 
e n s u r e  p r e s e r v a t i on of e n v i ronme n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e a r e a s  a n d  wo u l d  
u l t i ma t e l y  b e come a p a r t  of t h e  G r a n t of ROW a n d  A u t hor i z i n g Do c u me n t  
i s s u e d  by B L M  a n d  F S , r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  p l a n wou l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  
fo l l ow i n g  t h e  Re c o r d  o f  De c i s i o n  for t h e  p roj e c t  a n d  p r i or t o  t h e  
i n i t i a t i on o f  con s t r u c t i on .  T h i s  p l a n w i l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
c on s t r u c t i on c on t r a c t doc u me n t s  a n d  w i l l  b e  b i n d i n g  o n  t h e  c on s t r u c t i o n 
c on t r a c to r s .  

I n  a d d i t i on , t h e  C EQ r e g u l a t i on s  ( 40 C F R  1 50 5 . 3 ) r e q u i r e t h a t  t h e  l e a d  
ag e n c y  p rov i d e for mon i to r i n g t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l comm i tme n t s  a r e  
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c a r r i e d o u t  a n d  m i t i g a t i o n m e a s u r e s  p e r forme d . R EA w i l l  k e e p  a r e c o r d  of 
t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h i s m i t i g a t i on p l a n .  

G e n e ra l 

- T h e  d e s i g n ,  c on s t r u c t i on , o p e r a t i on , a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  l i n e wo u l d  
fo l l ow t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  c r i t e r i a  s e t  for t h  i n  t h e  E n v i ronme n t a l  C r i t e r i a  
for E l e c t r i c T r a n s m i s s i on Sys t e m s  p u b l  i s h e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta t e s D e p a r t me n t  o f  Ag r i c u l t u r e  ( U S DA ) / U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tme n t  o f  t h e  
I n te r i or ( U S D I ) a n d  M a n ageme n t  of T r a n s m i s s i o n L i n e  R i g h t -of- Way for 
F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i fe p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  U S F W S  a n d  t h e  N a t i on a l  For e s t  
L an d s c ape M a n ageme n t  H a n d book p u b l i s h e d  by U S QA . 

Geo l og i c a l  H a z a r d s 

- D i s t u r b e d  s o i l s u r fa c e s wo u l d  b e  r e t u r n e d  to t h e  o r i g i n a l  g r a d e  o r  to 
a g r ad e s a t i s fa c to r y  to t h e  own e r  o r  l a n d  ma n ag e r . 

- P e r ma n e n t  ma i n te n a n c e  road s a n d  tempo r a r y  roa d s  wo u l d  b e  a l i g n e d  a n d  
g r a d e d  t o  c o n fo r m  w i  t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  1 a n d s c a p e . 

- Damage to p e rma n e n t  a c c e s s  road s d u r i n g  c on s t r u c t i o n a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  
wou l d  b e  r e p a i re d . 

- W h e r e  po s s i b l e ,  towe r s  wou l d  not  be l oc a t e d  on u n s t a b l e o r  po t e n t i a l l y  
u n s t a b l e  s l op e s . 

- A c t i v e fa u l t  a r e a s  a n d  e p i c e n t e r s  wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d  i f  po s s i b l e .  Tow e r s  
a n d  s u b s t a t i o n s t r u c t u r e s  wou l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  c o n f o r ­
m i ty w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  e n g i n e e r i n g a n d  b u i l d i n g s t a n d a r d s .  Shou l d  i t  
p rove u n av o i d a b l e to p l a c e  a towe r n e a r  a n  a c t i v e  f a u l t ,  t h e  towe r 
l oc a t i on wou l d  b e  s e l e c t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of i t s e x p e c t e d  s e i s m i c 
r e s pon s e . 

- A c c e s s  roa d s  w i l l  n o t  b e  con s t r u c t e d  i n  u n s t a b l e  a r e a s . 

So i 1 s 

- C l e a r i n g a n d  g r ad i n g of c o n s t r u c t i on s to r a g e  a n d  s t ag i n g a r e a s  wou l d  b e  
1 i m i t e d . 

- Con s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s wou l d  b e  c l o s e l y  mon i to r e d  to i n s u r e  t h a t  s o i l 
d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  d amage to v e g e t a t i on i s  k e p t  to a m i n i mu m . 

- Con s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g e x c e s s i v e l y  m u d d y  s o i l c o n d i t i on s  wou l d  
be  r e s t r i c t e d . 

- D i s t u r b a n c e  of s t e e p l y  s l op i n g a r e a s  a n d  h i g h l y  e rod i b l e  s o i l s  
i d e n t i f i e d  by s o i l i n v e s t i g a t i on s  d u r i n g  t h e  d e s i g n p h a s e  wou l d  b e  
a vo i d e d  a s  mu c h  a s  po s s i b l e .  S t e e p l y  s l op i n g a r e a s  a r e  d e f i n e d  a s  
h av i n g s l op e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  3 5  p e r c e n t . 
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W h e r e  s o i l i s  e x po s e d  d u r i n g  c on s t r u c t i on ,  e ro s i on wou l d  b e  m i n i m i z e d  
b y  f i l l  i n g i n  r u t s , t e r r a c i n g ,  r i p r a p p i n g ,  d i k i n g o r  s p r e a d i n g a s t ra w  
mu c h  on t h e  s u r f a c e . L a n d  man ageme n t  a g e n c i e s a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  l an d ­
own e r s  wou l d  b e  c on s u l t e d  o n  r e v e g e t a t i on a n d  c l e a n - u p . S p e c i f i c  
mea s u r e s  wou l d  b e  a g r e e d  to o f t e r  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e w a s  l oc a t e d  b u t  b e fo r e  
g rou n d  d i s b u r ba n c e  be g i n s . 

- Con s t r u c t i on of l e v e l e d  e a r t h  e q u i pme n t  p l a t fo r m s , for t h e  u s e  of 
c ra n e s i n  the a s s e mb l y  of s t r u c t u r e s , w i l l  b e  a l l owe d a t  the end of 
tempo r a r y  s p u r  road s . On l y  one p l a t form p e r  s t r u c t u r e  s i t e w i l l  be 
u s e d , u n l e s s  ot h e rw i s e  a u t h or i z e d . I f  a l l - t e r r a i n  c r a n e s  a r e  u t i l i ze d , 
e q u i pme n t  p a d s may not  b e  n e c e s s a ry a t  a l l s t r u c t u r e  l oc a t i on s . 

Wa t e r  R e s ou r c e s  

- Con s t r u c t i on of n e w  a c c e s s  roa d s n e a r  s t r e a m  b a n k s  wou l d  b e  l i m i t e d . 

- R e v e g e t a t i o n wou l d  b e  don e a n d  s e d i me n t  con t r o l  s t r u c t u r e s  wou l d  b e  
u s e d  t o  con t r o l  e ros i on i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  F S  p u b l i c a t i on G u i d e s  
for Con t ro l l i ng S e d i me n t  F rom S e con d a ry Logg i ng Road s .  

- S t r e am b a n k s  wou l d  not b e  d i s t u r b e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  a n d  r i p a r i a n 
v e g e t a t i on wou l d  be l e f t  i n t a c t . 

F i l l  m a te r i a l  wou l d  not  be p l a c e d  i n  s t r e am s  o r  a d j a c e n t  a r e a s  w h e r e  
e x c e s s i v e s i l ta t i on may o c c u r . 

- Towe r s t r u c t u r e s  wou l d  b e  s i t e d  so t h a t ,  to t h e  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  
t h ey c a n  b e  c on s t r u c t e d  a n d  ma i n t a i n e d  w i t hou t a l t e r i n g t h e  s t r e am o r  
i n t rod u c i n g s e d i me n t s  o r  con t am i n a n t s  i n to t h e  w a t e r . 

- S t r e a m s  wou l d  b e  c ro s s e d by v e h i c l e s a n d  c on s t r u c t i on e q u i p me n t  a t  
e x i s t i n g c ro s s i n g s  o r  w i t h  temporary f a c i l i t i e s . C u l v e r t s  wou l d  b e  
u s e d w h e r e  n e c e s s a ry . 

Con s t r u c t i on of a c c e s s  road s i n  a n d  n e a r  r i v e r  c ros s i n g s  wou l d  b e  i n  
a c co r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e me n t s  of t h e  CO E N a t i on w i d e  G e n e r a l  P e r m i t 
for U t i l i t y L i n e  Cro s s i n g s  a n d  a s  s p e c i f i e d b y  t h e  ap p l i c a b l e  p e rm i t s  
a n d  g r a n t s  of ROW i s s u e d  b y  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s . 

- H e r b i c i d e s  wo u l d  not  be u s e d  on t h e  b a n k s  of s t r e am s  o r  w h e r e  
r u noff wou l d  wa s h  t h e  h e r b i c i d e s  d i r e c t l y  i n to a s t r e am . T h e  u s e  
o f  h e r b i c i d e s  i n  s u b s t a t i on s  wou l d  b e  i n  a c c or d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  l a b e l 
d i r e c t i on s  a s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  I n s e c t i c i d e ,  F u n g i c i d e ,  a n d  
Rod e n t i c i d e A c t  o f  1 9 7 2  a n d  a s  r e c omme n d e d  by t h e  a p p r op r i a te ag e n c y . 

- H e r b i c i d e s , o i l ,  a n d  o t h e r  c h e m i c a l s wou l d  not  b e  s to r e d  or d i s po s e d  
o f  i n  s u c h  a way a s  t o  a l l ow d r a i n a g e  i n to s u r f a c e  o r  u n d e r g rou n d  
wate rways . 
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Pos t - c o n s t r u c t i on r e mov a l  of d e b r i s wo u l d  b e  p e r fo r m e d  i n  a ma n n e r  to 
a vo i d a d d i n g c o n t am i n a n t s  to t h e  wat e r . 

Vege t a t i on 

- Tr e e s  i n  t h e  ROW wou l d  b e  top p e d  a n d  s e l e c t i v e l y  r e mov e d  to p r ov i d e for 
con d u c to r  s a fe ty . 

- T r e e s  r e mov e d  d u r i n g  ROW c l e a r i n g w i l l  b e  d i s po s e d  of by me t hod s a g r e e d  
t o  by i n d i v i d u a l  l a n down e r s  a n d  by gov e r n me n t a l  a g e n c y  r e q u i r e me n t s . 

- P ro t e c t i on of v e g e t a t i on wou l d  b e  g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a t i on t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  a n d  con s t r u c t i o n p h a s e s  o f  t h e  p r oj e c t . I n  wood e d  a r e a s , 
towe r s t r u c t u r e s  wo u l d  b e  s i t e d  to r e d u c e  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  of t r e e s , 
wh e n  po s s i b l e .  

- A p p r op r i a t e  p r e c a u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  f i r e wou l d  b e  take n d u r i n g  c on s t r u c t i on 
a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e . 

- E x i s t i n g c o r r i d o r s  a n d  a c c e s s  road s wou l d  b e  u s e d  wh e n e v e r  p r a c t i c a l  to 
r e d u c e  pot e n t i a l i mp a c t s  to u n d i s t u r b e d  a r e a s . P r i or to d e s i g n a t i n g 
a c c e s s  r ou t e s  a n d  s t a g i n g  a r e a s , t h e  a p p rop r i a t e  l a n d ow n e r  o r  l a n d  
man a g e r  wou l d  b e  c on s u l t e d . 

- Re s p e c t i v e l a n d  man a g e me n t  a g e n c i e s a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  l a n down e r s  wou l d  
a l s o  b e  c on s u l t e d  d u r i n g  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e d e s i g n ,  w h i c h i n c l u d e s 
t r a n s m i s s i on c e n te r l  i n e a l i g n me n t , towe r l oc a t i on , p u l l s i t e s , e t c . 
T h e  U S DA / U S D I  p u b l i c a t i on E n v i ronme n t a l  C r i t e r i a  for E l e c t r i c 
T r a n s m i s s i o n Sys t e m s  a n d  t h e  U S D A  P u b l i c a t i on N a t i on a l  For e s t  L a n d s c ape 
M a n ageme n t  H a n d book , wou l d  b e  fo l l ow e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a l  d u r i n g  
t h e  d e s i g n ,  c on s t r u c t i on ,  a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  p ropo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n 
1 i n e . 

- D i s t u r b e d  l a n d s  not  comm i t t e d  for t h e  l i f e of t h e  p r oj e c t  wou l d  b e  
a l l owed  to r e t u r n  to i t s or i g i n a l  s t a t e  a n d  r e v e g e t a t e d  a c c o r d i n g t o  
So i l Con s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e ( SCS ) r e c omme n d a t i on s  o r  B LM , F S , s t a t e  l a n d  
ma n a g e r  a n d  l a n dow n e r  r e q u i r e me n t s .  

- R i p a r i a n a r e a s  wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d  or s p a n n e d  w h e r e v e r  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

- E x i s t i n g t r e e s i n  t h e  ROW wou l d  b e  p rop e r l y  " fe a t h e r e d " to c r e a t e  
c u rv e d  u n d u l a t i n g bou n d a r i e s , w h i l e a l l ow i n g  for s af e  op e r a t i on o f  t h e  
1 i n e . 

M a i n t e n a n c e  p e r so n n e l a r e  norma l l y  e x p e c t e d  to r e q u i r e e n t ry on t h e  ROW 
one to t wo t i me s  p e r y e a r . Mor e  f r e q u e n t  e n t r i e s may be r e q u i r e d  i f  
op e r a t i o n a l  p ro b l e m s  o c c u r  on t h e  l i n e .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  s o i l s  or 
v e g e t a t i on are d amag e d  d u r i n g eme r g e n c i e s o r  s to r m s , r e s to r a t i on 
proc e d u r e s wou l d  b e  t h e  s ame a s  t hos e emp l oye d d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  
c o n s t r u c t i on . D u r i n g ma i n t e n a n c e  i n s p e c t i on s , a n y  p r o b l em s  w i t h  
cond u c tor c l e a r a n c e  o r  s o i  1 e ro s i on wou l d  b e  n o t e d  a n d  cor r e c t e d . 
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- P u b l i c  a c c e s s  to t h e  ROW wou l d  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  a c c o r d i n g to l a n down e r  o r  
l a n d  ma n a g e r  r e q u e s t . 

- P e s t i c i d e s  a n d  h e r b i c i d e s  wou l d  not b e  a p p l  i e d to t h e  ROW . I n  a n d  n e a r  
s u b s t a t i on s , o n l y  c h e m i c a l s r e c omme n d e d  b y  t h e  a p p rop r i a t e  a u t h or i t i e s ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  USDA a n d  U SD I , wou l d  b e  emp l oye d . C h e m i c a l s wou l d be  
ap p l i e d i n  a c co r d a n c e  w i t h  the F e d e r a l I n s e c t i c i d e ,  F u n g i c i d e a n d  
Rod e n t i c i d e A c t  of 1 9 7 2 . 

- W i t h t h e  e x c e p t i o n of t h e  n e w  s U b s t a t i on a t  Lon g  H o l l ow ,  c on s t r u c t i on 
wou l d  b e  w i t h i n  o r  i mm e d i a t e l y  ad j a c e n t  to e x i s t i n g s U b s t a t i on s . T h i s  
wou l d  m i n i m i z e d i s t u r b a n c e s  to p r e s e n t l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  a r e a s . 

W i l d l i fe 

- T i m i n g  of c on s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s wou l d  b e  p l a n n e d  i n  c oope r a t i on w i t h  
l a n d  m a n a g e me n t  a n d  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i fe a g e n c i e s to m i n i m i z e d i s t u r b a n c e s  
d u r i ng t h e  r e p rod u c t i v e  s e a s on s of s p e c i e s s u c h  a s  mu l e  d e e r , e l k  a n d  

a n t e l ope . S p e c i a l a t t e n t i on wou l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  mo n t h s  o f  May 
t h ro u g h  J u l y  to a vo i d d i s t u r b a n c e  to c a l v i n g and fawn i n g a c t i v i t i e s . 

- Mu l e  d e e r  a n d  e l k  m i g r a t i on a r e a s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  w i n t e r  r a n g e  wou l d  b e  
i d e n t i f i e d a n d  a vo i d e d  d u r i n g  c r i t i c a l  mon t h s . C r i t i c a l  w i n t e r  mon t h s  
may i n c l u d e  Nov e mb e r  t h ro u g h  May . T h e  e x a c t  a vo i d a n c e  p e r i od of 
c r i t i c a l  w i n t e r  a r e a s  wo u l d  b e  s p e c i f i e d d u r i n g  t h e  ROW a p p r ov a l  
p ro c e s s . 

- H uman d i s t u r b a n c e  to w i l d l i f e w i t h i n  t h e  ROW c ou l d  be r e s t r i c t e d  b y  
b l oc k i n g or l oc k i n g  g a t e s to R O W  a c c e s s  roa d s  a s  n e e d e d . 

- R i p a r i a n v e g e t a t i on a n d  we t l a n d  a r e a s  wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d  o r  s p a n n e d  w h e r e  
p r a c t i c a b l e  i n  a c co r d a n c e  w i t h  E x e c u t i v e Or d e r  c r i t e r i a .  

- W a t e r fow l c on c e n t r a t i on a r e a s  wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d  w h e r e  p r a c t i c a b l e .  
Ad d i t i on a l l y ,  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e wou l d  be  d e s i g n e d  to be a s  h i g h 
above wa t e r  s u r f a c e s  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

- I f  i t  b e c ome s a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  of w a t e r fow l o r  o t h e r  
b i r d s  a r e  b e i n g k i l l e d o r  i n j u r e d  b y  s t r i k i n g t h e  l i n e s , i t  may b e c ome 
n e c e s s a r y  to m i t i g a t e  t h e  i mp a c t  by me a s u r e s  s u c h  as m a r k i n g or 
f l ag g i n g s e l e c t e d  po r t i on s  of t h e  1 i n e .  

- Con s t r u c t i on d u r i n g h u n t i n g  s e a s on wo u l d  b e  e v a l u a t e d  on a 
s i t e - s p e c i f i c b a s i s .  I n  t h o s e  a r e a s  w h e r e  h u n t i n g  a n d  c on s t r u c t i on 
a c t i v i t i e s wou l d  b e  i n compa t i b l e ,  co n s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s wo u l d  be  
c u r t a i l e d .  
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We t l a n d s  a n d  R i pa r i a n  A r e a s  

- We t l a n d s  a n d  r i p a r i a n a r e a s  wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d  w h e r e  po s s i b l e  d u r i n g t h e  
d e l i n e a t i on o f  t h e  ROW , c e n t e r l  i n e ,  towe r l oc a t i on s  a n d  s u b s t a t i on 
fa c i l i t i e s .  We t l a n d s  a n d  r i p a r i a n a r e a s  t h a t  c a n no t  b e  e n t i r e l y  
a vo i d e d  wo u l d  b e  s p a n n e d  w i t h o u t c on s t r u c t i on i n  t h e  we t l a n d s . 

- We t l a n d s  wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d  d u r i n g ma i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . 

- Con s t r u c t i o n of a c c e s s  roa d s  wou l d  not  b e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  we t l a n d s . 

- S e d i me n t  con t ro l  mea s u r e s  wou l d  b e  u s e d  a s  n e e d e d  to p ro t e c t  we t l a n d s  
a n d  r e p a r i a n a r e a r s . 

- R i p a r i a n v e g e t a t i on wo u l d  not  b e  r e mo v e d  e x c e p t  t a l l t r e e s  wou l d  b e  
top p e d  t h a t  c on f l i c t w i t h  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e op e r a t i on .  

- F i l l  ma te r i a l  wou l d  not  b e  p l a c e d  i n  we t l a n d s . 

- Any l u b r i c a t i n g o i  l s  o r  f u e l for e q u i pme n t  mo to r s  wo u l d b e  c a r e f u l l y  
h a n d l e d a n d  d i s po s e d . 

F l ood p l a i n s  

- F l ood p l a i n s wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d  w h e r e  po s s i b l e .  T h o s e  f l ood p l a i n s w h i c h 
c a n n o t  b e  c omp l e t e l y  a vo i d e d  wou l d  b e  s p a n n e d  w i t hou t c on s t r u c t i on i n  
t h e  f l ood p l a i n  i f  po s s i b l e .  

- Any towe r s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  mu s t  b e  b u i l t  i n  f l oo d p l a i n s wo u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  
t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  l OO-ye a r  f l ood ( t h a t  f l ood w i t h  a o n e  p e r c e n t  c h a n c e  

of o c c u r r i n g  i n  a n y  g i v e n  y e a r ) . 

- S t r u c t u r e s  wou l d  b e  p l a c e d  w h e r e  t h e  l i ke l i hood a n d  s e v e r i ty of f l ood i n g 
i s  e x p e c te d  to b e  l owe s t . 

T h r e a t e n e d  a n d  E n d a nge r e d  Spe c i e s 

- R e g i on s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  p l a n t  
s pe c : e s may o c c u r  we r e  i d e n t i f i e d a n d  a vo i d e d  to t h e  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e  
d u r i n g cor r i dor s e l e c t i o n .  

D u r i n g c e n t e r l i n e l oc a t i on a n d  p r i o r to c on s t r u c t i on of a c c e s s  road s 
a n d  s U b s t a t i on f a c i l i t i e s ,  a q u a l i f i e d b o t a n i s t wou l d  i n s p e c t  t h e  ROW , 
a c c e s s  road s , a n d  s u b s t a t i o n s i t e s  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  w h e r e  fe d e r a l l y  
d e s i g n a te d  t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  p l a n t  s p e c i e s may o c c u r  to i n s u r e 
t h a t  t h e s e  s p e c i e s wou l d  n o t  b e  i mp a c t e d . A l l s u c h  s p e c i e s t h a t  a r e  
i d e n t i f i e d  wou l d  b e  avo i d e d  or , i f  r e c omme n d e d  by t h e  U S FWS a n d  l a n d  
man ageme n t  a g e n c i e s ,  t r a n s p l a n t e d  p r i o r t o  c on s t r u c t i on o f  t h e  
t r an s m i s s i on a n d  s u b s t a t i on fa c i l i t i e s .  
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- T i m i n g  of c on s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s wo u l d  b e  p l a n n e d  b a s e d  on 
con s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a p p rop r i a t e  a g e n c y  to m i n i m i z e d i s t u r b a n c e  to 
t h e  r e p rod u c t i v e s e a s on s of s e n s i t i v e s p e c i e s . 

- P e r e g r i n e fa l c o n  a n d  b a l d  e a g l e  n e s t s  a n d  e a g l e  roos t i n g s i t e s  wou l d  b e  
i d e n t i f i e d a n d  a v o i d e d  d u r i n g c r i t i c a l  mon t h s . C r i t i c a l  w i n t e r  mon t h s  
may i n c l u d e  Nov e m b e r  t h ro u g h  May . T h e  e x a c t  t i me f r a me may v a r y  f rom 
y e a r  to y e a r  a n d  i n  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i on s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a . C r i t i c a l  
a r e a s  a n d  p e r i od s  d u r i n g  w h i c h t h e y  w i l l  b e  a vo i d e d  b y  co n s t r u c t i o n 
a c t i v i t i e s  wou l d  b e  s p e c i f i e d d u r i n g  t h e  ROW a p p rov a l p ro c e s s . 

- I mpor t a n t b a l d  e a g l e  roo s t  s i t e s  i d e n t i f i e d by t h e  B L M , F S , CDOW , o r  
US FWS wou l d  be  a vo i d e d . 

- A l l c o n d u c to r s for t h e  p ropo s e d  l i n e wou l d  b e  s e p a r a te d  b y  a t  l e a s t  7 m 
( 2 4 fe e t ) . S i n c e  t h e  e a g l e  w i n g s p a n  r a n g e s f rom 1 . 8 - 2 . 4  m ( 6- 8  fe e t ) ,  
t h e  p ropo s e d  c o n d u c to r  s p a c i n g wo u l d  b e  a d e q u a t e to p r e v e n t  
e l e c t roc u t i on .  

C u l t u r a l Re s ou r c e s  

- Known h i s tor i c  a n d  a r c h aeo l og i c a l  r e s ou r c e s  l i s t e d  o r  e l i g i b l e  for 
l i s t i n g o n  the N R H P  wou l d  b e  a vo i d e d . 

- A c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e  s u r v e y  wo u l d  b e  c omp l e t e d  for t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e 
ROW a n d  n e w  a n d  e x p a n d e d  s U b s t a t i on s . I f  s i t e s  l i s t e d  o r  e l i g i b l e  for 
l i s t i n g  on t h e  N R H P  a r e  d i s co v e r e d , no c on s t r u c t i o n wou l d  b e  i n i t i a t e d  
u n t i l t h e  p r oc e d u r e s  p re s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  ACH P  R e g u l a t i on s , 3 6  C F R  800 , 
h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d ou t .  

- I f  c on s t r u c t i o n s hou l d  b e  c o n t e mp l a t e d  ou t s i d e t h e  bou n d a r i e s of t h e  
a r e a  s u r v e y e d , t h e  a d d i t i on a l  a r e a  wo u l d  b e  s u r v e y e d  a t  t h a t  t i me .  I f  
a n y  s i t e s  a r e  fou n d  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  work wo u l d  b e  s to p p e d  u n t i l 
a u t ho r i t i e s a r e  no t i f i e d a n d  a n  a r c h a eo l og i s t  c a n  p r oc e e d  to t h e  s i t e 
to ma k e  a n  a p p rop r i a t e a s s e s s me n t . 

L a n d  U s e  

- T h e  p ropo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on f a c i l i t i e s w i l l  b e  c on s t r u c t e d  i n  c omp l i a n c e  
w i t h  a l l a p p l i c a b l e  F e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  to m i n i m i z e i n t e rf e r e n c e  w i t h  
a n y  e x i s t i n g t r a n s po r t a t i on s y s t e m s  o r  t o  r e d u c e  h a z a r d  to a i r po r t s  o r  
n a v i g a b l e  a i r s p a c e . 

- FAA off i c i a l s  wou l d  b e  p r ov i d e d  w i t h  d e s i g n a n d  c e n t e r l i n e i n forma t i on 
to a s s u r e  m i n i ma l  i mp a c t  to n av i g a t i o n . H a z a r d  m a r k e r s  wo u l d  b e  p l a c e d  
on l i n e s  w h e r e  r e q u i r e d . 

- A n  e x a c t  d e t e rm i n a t i on a s  to w h e r e  e n e r g y  o r  m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e  l a n d s  
oc c u r  wou l d  b e  m a d e  w h e n  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e ' s  ROW i s  i d e n t i f i e d .  
D u r i n g t h e  ROW a p p rov a l  p ro c e s s ,  a r e s o l u t i on of a n y  e n e r gy 
l e a s e - t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e c on f l i c t s  wo u l d  b e  sou g h t  t h r ou g h  con s u l t a t i on s  
w i t h  a l l a ff e c t e d  p a r t i e s . 
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_ L a n d  m a n a g e me n t  a ge n c i e s a n d  p r i v a te l a n d ow n e r s  wou l d  b e  r e i mb u r s e d  for 
any c omme r c i a l t i m b e r  r e mov e d  o r  d amage t o  you n g  g rowt h b e c a u s e  of ROW 
c l e a r i n g a c t i v i t i e s . T i mb e r  b e l ow c omme r c i a l s i ze wou l d  b e  pa i d  for a t  
c u r r e n t  a p p r a i s e d  v a l u e .  

- I n  ag r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s , t h e  c e n t e r l i n e wou l d  b e  l o c a t e d  a l on g  p r o p e r ty ,  
s e c t i on ,  a n d  fe n c e  l i n e s  to m i n i m i ze d i s t u r b a n c e  to a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d s , 
wh e r e  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

- A l l fe n c e s  c u t  or d ama g e d  d u r i n g con s t r u c t i on wou l d  b e  r e pa i r e d , a n d  
g a t e s  wou l d  b e  i n s t a l l e d i n  fe n c e s  t o  p r e v e n t  l i v e s to c k  from e s c a p i n g .  

- Gat e s , r i g i d  a n d  b r a c e d , ( ty p e  to b e  d e t e rm i n e d  w i t h  l a n d ow n e r i n p u t  
o r  l a n d  ma n a g e me n t  a g e n c y  r e q u i r e me n t s )  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d i n  e x i s t i n g 

fe n c e s  a n d  l oc ke d  p e r  r e q u i r e me n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  l a n down e r  or l a n d  
m a n a g eme n t  a g e n c y .  

- A c c e s s  roa d s  t h a t  a r e  no l o n g e r n e e d e d  for ope r a t i o n a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  of 
the l i n e w i l l  b e  r e s h a p e d  and r e s e e d e d  to d i s co u r a g e  u n a u t h o r i ze d  u s e 
b y  t h e  p u b l i c .  T h e  a p p rop r i a t e l a n d  m a n a g eme n t  a g e n c y  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  
wh i c h a c c e s s  roa d s  a r e  t o  b e  c l o s e d  on p u b l i c  l a n d s . 

- I n  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  l i n e mu s t  c ro s s p r i me ,  i mpor t a n t  o r  i r r i g a t e d  
f a r m l a n d s , t h e  towe r s  wou l d  b e  c a r e fu l l y  l oc a te d  t o  m i n i m i ze 
d i s t u r b a n c e s .  A c c e s s  road s a n d  s t a g i n g  a r e a s  wou l d ,  w h e r e  po s s i b l e ,  
b e  l oc a t e d  away f rom fa r m l a n d s . 

- T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  wor k  w i t h  i n t e r e s t e d  l a n down e r s  t h a t  a r e  a f f e c te d  
to m i n i m i ze i mp a c t s  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e l oc a t i on .  

H uman  R e s ou r c e s  

- .  Con s u l t a t i on w i t h  l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c i e s  o n  a con t i n u i n g b a s i s i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  l i n e rou t e  w i t h i n  t h e  p ropo s e d  cor r i do r  wou l d  m i n i m i ze 
t h e  i mp a c t  to h i g h d e n s i ty a r e a s . 

- Any e a s e me n t s  r e q u i r e d  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d  wo u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  n e go t i a t i o n s  
w i t h  l a n d ow n e r s .  Co l or ado- U t e  i s  coo r d i n a t i n g i t s p l a n n i n g a c t i v i t i e s 
w i t h  t h e  Sou t h e r n  U t e  t r i b a l o f f i c i a l s to i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  ROW i s  
c omp a t i b l e  w i t h  i t s l a n d  u s e  p l a n s . 

Approp r i a t e  a p p rov a l s for l i n e s e c t i on s  wou l d  b e  o b t a i n e d  p r i or to 
f i n a l  c e n te r l i n e l o c a t i on a n d  con s t r u c t i on . 

- To m i n i m i ze t h e  po t e n t i a l for i mp a c t s  to r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  
p roj e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  wou l d  c oo r d i n a t e  w i t h  t h e  a p p r op r i a t e  a d m i n i s t e r ­
i n g age n c y i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i on of ROW c e n te r l i n e s  a n d  towe r 
l oc a t i on s . 

- E f for t s  wo u l d  b e  m a d e  to l o c a te t h e  fa c i l i t i e s i n  t h e  l e a s t  ob t r u s i v e 
a n d  mos t e n v i ronme n t a l l y  comp a t i b l e  ma n n e r . 
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V i s u a l  R e s ou r c e s  

Manmade o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l l a n d s c a p e  g e n e r a l l y  b e come foc a l  po i n t s  
b e c a u s e  o f  con t r a s t i n g form , l i n e ,  c o l or , a n d  t e x t u r e . T h e  p r oj e c t w i l l  
b e  d e s i g n e d  to comp l eme n t  i t s n a t u r a l s u r ro u n d i n g s . 

- T h e  N a t i o n a l Fo r e s t  La n d s c ape Ma n ageme n t  H a n d book a n d  ge n e r a l con s t r u c ­
t i on me thod s l i s t e d  i n  E n v i r o n me n ta l C r i t e r i a  for E l e c t r i c  T r a n s m i s s i on 
Sys t e m s  wo u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d  t o  m i n i m i z e a d v e r s e  a e s t h e t i c  i mpa c t .  

- ROW t h ro u g h  fo r e s t  a n d  t i mb e r  a r e a s  wou l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  c u r v e d  
u n d u l a t i n g bo u n d a r i e s w h e r e v e r  po s s i b l e .  

- Tr e e s  wou l d  b e  top p e d  a n d  p r u n e d  a n d  e x i s t i n g s ma l l t r e e s  a n d  p l a n t s  
wou l d  b e  u s e d  to f e a t h e r  t h e  ROW f rom g r a s s a n d  s h r u b b e r y  to l a r g e r  
t r e e s . 

- Ce n t e r l i n e s e l e c t i on wo u l d  a vo i d s ky l i n i n g t h e  towe r s t r u c t u r e s  i f  
po s s i b l e  b y  s t ay i n g  a way f rom h i l l to p s  a n d  r i d g e s . 

- Loc a t i on a n d  d e s i g n wou l d  take i n to c on s i d e r a t i on t h e  topog r a p h y  a n d  
v e ge ta t i on to r e d u c e  t h e  v i s u a l  i mpa c t . 

- Non s p e c u l a r  towe r s , h a r d wa r e  a n d  c on d u c to r  wou l d  b e  u t i l i z e d . 

- I n  a r e a s  w i t h  h i g h v i s u a l  s e n s i t i v i ty a n d  l ow v i s u a l  a b s o r p t i o n c a p a b i l ­
i ty ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  wo u l d  c on s i d e r  t h e  u s e  of a l t e r n a t i v e  d e s i g n 
s t r u c t u r e s  to m i n i m i z e v i s u a l  i n t r u s i on s . 

E l e c t r i c a l  E f fe c t s  

N e w  a n d  e x i s t i n g fe n c e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e ROW wo u l d  be  
p rope r l y  g r o u n d e d ,  as  r e q u i r e d . 

- Proj e c t  d e s i g n wou l d  i n c l u d e  s p a c i n g s  of 1 7 - 40 m ( 5 5 - 1 30 fe e t )  b e twe e n  
t h e  con d u c to r s a n d  t h e  s p r ay nozz l e s of i r r i ga t i o n s y s t e m s  i f  t h e  l i n e 
p a s s e s  t h ro u g h  a n  a r e a  i r r i g a t e d  b y  i r r i ga t i on s y s t e m s . 

T h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e wo u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  i n  a c co r d a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  N E SC a n d  R E A  B u l l e t i n 6 2 - 1 . 

- T h e  l i n e wo u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  s o  t h a t  i t  doe s n o t  c o n t r i b u te to l e s s  t h a n  
F e d e r a l  Commu n i c a t i on Comm i s s i on ( FCC ) s a t i s fa c tory s e r v i c e u n d e r  f a i r  
we a t h e r  c on d i t i on s  for a l l r e s i d e n c e s  90 m ( 300 f e e t )  o r  g r e a t e r  f rom 
t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e . 

- Any t e l e v i s i on o r  r a d i o  i n t e r f e r e n c e  p rob l e m s  a t t r i b u t e d  to t h e  
p ropo s e d  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s o f  
t h i s  p roj e c t  wo u l d  b e  c o r r e c te d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  r e a s o n a b l y  po s s i b l e .  
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3 . 0 Con s u l t a t i o n a n d  Coor d i n a t i o n 
3 . 1  I n t rod u c t i on 
T h i s  s e c t i o n p r e s e n t s  t h e  F e d e r a l , s t a te a n d  l oc a l  age n c y  a n d  p u b 1  i c  
r e v i e w p roc e s s  for t h e  S D E I S . P u b l i c  c omme n t s  on t h e  d o c ume n t  we r e  
s o l i c i t e d  f rom F e d e r a l , s t a t e  a n d  l oc a l  age n c i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d  c omme n t s  we r e  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  form o f  l e t te r s  a n d  r e ma r k s  
a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s . T h e  i n p u t  f rom t h e  c omme n t  l e t t e r s  a n d  p u b l i c  
me e t i n g s  we r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i on of t h e  F E I S  for t h i s  p roj e c t . 

3 . 2  P u b l i c  R e v i e w P r oc e s s  a n d  P r oc e d u r e s  
T h e  S D E I S  w a s  f i l e d w i t h  t h e  E n v i ronme n t a l  P ro te c t i on A g e n c y  a n d  r e l e a s e d  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o n  J u n e  1 7 ,  1 9 8 3 . Not i c e o f  f i l i n g a n d  d a t e s  a n d  l oc at i o n s  
of t h e  fou r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l R e g i s t e r  on 
J u n e  2 4 , 1 9 8 3 , and i n  l oc a l  n e ws p a p e r s  i n  t h e  p roj e c t  a r e a  d u r i n g t h e  
w e e k  o f  J u n e 1 3- 1 7 ,  1 98 3 . T h e  p u b l i c  c omme n t  p e r i od e n d e d  Au g u s t  8 ,  
1 98 3 .  

A p p r o x i ma t e l y  400 c op i e s o f  t h e  S D E I S  we r e  s e n t  to Fe d e r a l , s t a t e  a n d  
l oc a l  gov e r nme n t  a g e n c i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i on s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s for r e v i e w a n d  
c omme n t .  T h i r ty- t h r e e  l e t t e r s  c omme n t i n g  on t h e  S D E I S  we r e  r e c e i v e d  b y  
REA . T h e s e  l e t te r s  a n d  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  f o u r  h e a r i n g s  may b e  i n s p e c t e d  
a t  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  l oc a t i on s : 

R u r a l  E l e c t r i f i c a t i on A d m i n i s t r a t i on 
We s te r n  A r e a  - E l e c t r i c 
1 4t h  & I n d e p e n d e n c e  Av e n u e  
W a s h i n g to n , D . C .  2 0 2 5 0  

We s te r n  A r e a  Powe r A d m i n i s t r a t i on 
1 62 7  Co l e  Bou l e v a r d , Room 3 0 4  
Go l d e n ,  Co l o r a d o  8 0 40 1 

We s te r n  A r e a  Powe r A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
S a l t Lake C i ty A r e a  Off i c e  
4 3 8  E .  200 Sou t h , S u i t e  2 
S a l t Lake C i ty ,  U t a h  8 4 1 4 7  

Co l or ado- U t e  E l e c t r i c  A s s oc i a t i o n ,  I n c . 
1 84 5  Sou t h  Town s e n d  A v e n u e  
Mon tros e ,  Co l o r ado 8 1 40 1  

I t  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  p r i or a r r a n g e me n t s b e  m a d e  to r e v i e w doc u me n t s . 

A l l c omme n t s  we r e  c ar e f u l l y  r e v i e w e d  a n d  c on s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  R EA a n d  t h e  
coope r a t i n g a g e n c i e s .  S u b s t a n t i v e  c omme n t s  t h a t  p r e s e n t  n e w  i n fo rma t i on ,  
q u e s t i o n e d  f i n d i n g s  or r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  or i s s u e s  r e l a t i v e to i mp a c t s  or 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  we r e  a d d r e s s e d . 

3 . 3  Re s po n s e s  To Comme n t  Le t t e r s  from Fe d e r a l , S t a t e  a n d  Loc a l  Age n c i e s 
a n d  I n t e r e s t e d  P ar t i e s  
3 . 3 . 1  I n t rod u c t i on 
D u r i n g t h e  S D E I S  c omme n t  p e r i od t h i r ty - t h r e e  l e t t e r s  from F e d e r a l , s t a t e 
a n d  l oc a l  ag e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  we r e  r e c e i v e d . Comme n t  l e t t e r s  t h a t  
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w e r e  r e c e i v e d  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e  3 - 1  i n  t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  t h ey a r e  
r e s pon d e d  t o  i n  t h e  F E I S .  A r e s pon s e  i s  p r e s e n t e d  a f t e r  e a c h  comme n t . 
A l l t h e  l e t t e r s  a r e  r e p rod u c e d  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e ty i n  A p p e n d i x  A .  A l l 
c omme n t s  w i l l  r e c e i v e f u l l c on s i d e r a t i on i n  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i on .  S i x 
c omme n t  l e t te r s  r e q u i r e d  no r e s pon s e  a n d  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  Ta b l e  3 - 2 . 

3 . 3 . 2  Depa r tme n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i or 
Comme n t  1 
G E N E RA L  COMME N T S  - P u b l i c  La n d s  
T h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t , a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  d r a f t  E I S , wou l d  i mp a c t F e d e r a l 
l a n d s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g eme n t  ( B L M )  i n  Co l o r a do a n d  
N e w  M e x i co .  G i v e n  t h i s ,  i n c o r po r a t i on o r  r e s o l u t i on o f  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  
o b s e r v a t i on s  a n d  c omme n t s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S  s hou l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
r i g h t-of-way a p p l i c a t i on w i l l  b e  a p p ro v e d  w i t ho u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i on a l  
d e l ay s . 

Re s po n s e  
No r e s pon s e  r e q u i r e d . 

Comme n t  2 
T h i s  d r a f t  E I S  u t i l i ze d  s ome of t h e  i n forma t i on con ta i n e d  i n  B LM ' s  
G l e n wood S p r i n g s  R e s ou r c e  M a n a g e me n t  P l a n ( D E I S  p u b l i s h e d  Nov e mb e r  1 9 82 , 
F E I S  p u b l i s h e d  J u n e  1 ,  1 9 8 3 ) . T h i s  fa c t  s ho u l d  b e  a p p rop r i a t e l y  
doc u me n te d  i n  t h e  f i n a l . 

R e s pon s e  
Re s ou r c e  i n forma t i on c o n t a i n e d  i n  B LM ' s  G l e n wood S p r i n g s  R e s ou r c e  
M a n a ge m e n t  P l a n w a s  u s e d  to e v a l u a t e  t h e  i mp a c t s  o f  t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  
b e twe e n  R i f l e  a n d  G r a n d  J u n c t i on ,  a n d  i s  s o  n o t e d  h e r e . 

Comme n t  3 
I n d i a n L a n d s  
No s e r i o u s  p e r ma n e n t  e n v i r o n me n t a l  i mp a c t s  r e s u l t i n g f rom t h e  p ropo s e d  
c on s t r u c t i on a r e  l i ke l y  on I n d i a n l a n d s . Howe v e r , i f  A l t e r n a t i v e  B i s  
s e l e c t e d , t h e  c o r r i dor w i l l  pa s s  t h ro u g h  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  n i n e m i l e s of 
Sou t h e r n  U t e  l a n d . I t  i s  i mpor ta n t  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e s ou r c e  s u r v e y s  be  
c o n d u c t e d  a l on g  the p ropo s e d  c or r i dor  p r i or to i mp l e me n t a t i on of t h e  
proj e c t . I f  t h e  a p p rop r i a t e c u l t u r a l  r e s ou r c e s  s u r v e y s  a r e  comp l e t e d  a n d  
t h e  n e c e s s a ry m i t i g a t i v e m e a s u r e s  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d , t h e  f i n a l  E I S  
a n a l y s i s  s ho u l d  b e  a d e q u a t e  for a p p rov a l  of t h e  po r t i on s  of t h e  
r i g h t-of-way wh i c h c ro s s Sou t h e r n  U t e  l a n d . 

R e s pon s e  
A s  s t a t e d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h i s  F E I S ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  p e r fo r m  a 
c u l t u r a l  r e sou r c e  s u r v e y  of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e ROW , a c c e s s  roa d s  a n d  
s U b s ta t i on s i t e s  t o  b e  i mp a c t e d  b y  t h e  p ro po s e d a c t i on . Con s t r u c t i o n 
w i l l  n o t  b e  i n i t i a t e d  u n t i l t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  comp l i e d w i t h  ACH P 
R e g u l a t i on s  3 6  C F R  800 . 

Comme n t  4 
F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i fe R e s ou r c e s  
T h e  p r i ma r y  i mp a c t s  o f  c on s t r u c t i on of t h e  p ro po s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e  on 
the f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i fe r e s o u r c e s of t h e  p r oj e c t  area a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  
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S e c t i on N u mb e r  

3 . 3 . 2  
3 . 3 . 3  
3 . 3 . 4  
3 . 3 . 5  
3 . 3 . 6  
3 . 3 . 7  
3 . 3 . 8  

3 . 3 . 9  
3 . 3 . 1 0  
3 . 3 . 1 1  
3 . 3 . 1 2  
3 . 3 . 1 3  
3 . 3 . 1 4  
3 . 3 . 1 5  
3 . 3 . 1 6  
3 . 3 . 1 7  
3 . 3 . 1 8  
3 . 3 . 1 9  
3 . 3 . 2 0 
3 . 3 . 2 1 
3 . 3 . 2 2 
3 . 3 . 2 3 
3 . 3 . 2 4 
3 . 3 . 2 5 
3 . 3 . 2 6 
3 . 3 . 2 7 
3 . 3 . 2 8 

Tab l e  3- 1 . Comme n t  L e t t e r s  R e c e i v e d . 

Name of Comme n to r  

U . S .  D e p a r tme n t  of t h e  I n t e r i or 
Fo r e s t  S e r v i c e 
E n v i ronme n t a l  P ro t e c t i on Ag e n c y 
F e d e r a l  H i g h way Adm i n i s t r a t i on 
F e d e r a l  Av i a t i on Adm i n i s t r a t i on 
Co l orado D i v i s i on of W i l d l i f e 
C i ty-Cou n ty P l a n n i n g ,  
G r a n d  J u n c t i o n -Me s a  Cou n ty 
Mon t e z uma Cou n ty 
S a n  M i g u e l  Cou n ty 
J a c k S c o t t  
R . C .  W i n g e r so n  
Ca r l  W e s ton 
S u s an S h i e l d s / P a t r i c k E n r i g h t  
Foy Cog b u r n  
An i ta Vog e 1 a a r  
Tom M a x w e  1 1  
A i  1 e e n  M a x w e  1 1  
J i m  H u n t e r  
K a t y  Mo s s  
Rob e r t  B e me n t  
T h e l ma B e me n t  
Rog e r  Howa r d  
J ame s D e n ton B rown 
Rob e r t  B rown 
P e t e r  B a 1 1 0d e  
S t e l l a  Mo n toya 
E l i z a b e t h  S h aw 
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D a t e  of L e t t e r  

A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  2 3 ,  1 9 8 3  
J u n e  2 8 , 1 98 3  
J u l y  1 1 , 1 98 3  
A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1 98 3  
J u l y  6 ,  1 98 3  

A u g u s t  5 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  1 8 ,  1 9 8 3  
J u l y  2 9 , 1 98 3  
A u g u s t  1 ,  1 9 8 3  
N o  D a t e  
J u l y  2 6 , 1 98 3  
A u g u s t  3 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  5 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  7 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  7 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  7 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  5 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  3 "  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  3 ,  1 98 3  
J u l y  2 5 ,  1 98 3  
A u g u s t  6 , 1 9 8 3  
A u g u s t  6 ,  1 98 3  
J u l y  2 8 , 1 98 3  
J u l y  2 2 , 1 98 3  
A u g u s t  1 ,  1 98 3  



Ta b l e 3 - 2 . Comme n t  Le t te r s  R e q u i r i n g No Re s pon s e . 

N ame of Comme n to r  D a t e  

So i l Con s e r v a t i on Se r v i c e 
F e d e r a l Av i a t i on A d m i n i s t r a t i on - Sou t h we s t  R e g i on 
U . S .  Army Cor p s  of E n g i n e e r s  
Co l orado D i v i s i on o f  W a t e r  R e s ou r c e s  
N e w  Me x i co S t a t e  P l a n n i n g D i v i s i on 
N e w  Me x i co D e p a r tme n t  of Ag r i c u l t u r e  

3-4 
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J u l y  1 2 ,  1 9 8 3  
J u l y  2 9 , 1 9 8 3  
J u l y  2 8 , 1 9 8 3  
A u g u s t  2 ,  1 9 8 3  
A u g u s t  2 6 , 1 9 8 3  
J u l y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 3  



d e s c r i b e d  a n d  wou l d  p ro b a b l y  not  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t , p rov i d i n g m i t i g a t i on 
meas u r e s  ou t l i n e d  i n  t h e  do c u m e n t  a r e  i mp l e me n t e d . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  
be  n e c e s s a ry to p rov i d e a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  m i t i ga t i on i s  
a c c omp l i s h i n g t h e  i n t e n d e d  p u r po s e  t h rou g h  a n n u a l  i n s p e c t i o n s . A n y  
v e g e ta t i on p l a n t e d  f o r  m i t i g a t i on t h a t  h a s  d i e d s ho u l d  b e  r e p l a n t e d . T o  
h e l p  p re v e n t  e x c e s s i v e e ro s i on ,  a c c e s s  roa d s c on s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s ho u l d  b e  c l o s e d  to v e h i c u l a r u s e  b y  t h e  p u b l i c .  I t  
a p pe a r s  t h a t  mu c h  of t h e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i fe d a t a  u s e d  i n  t h e  doc u me n t  i s  
r e l a t i v e l y  o l d ( p r i or to 1 9 7 8 ) . T h e  a c c u r a c y  of t h e  d o c u me n t  cou l d  be  
i mp rov e d  by u s i n g t h e  mo s t  r e c e n t  w i l d l i fe d a t a  a v a i l a b l e r a t h e r  t h a n  
me r e l y  i n c o r por a t i n g d a ta f rom t h e  p r e v i ou s  E I S . I f  mor e  r e c e n t  
i nforma t i on i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  s hou l d  b e  u s e d . 

Re s pon s e  
Y e a r l y  i n s p e c t i on o f  t h e  ROW w i l l  b e  p e r fo r m e d  b y  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  to 
a s s u r e  v e g e t a t i v e s t a n d s  a r e  a d e q u a t e . Ac c e s s  road s n o t  n e e d e d  for t h e  
o p e ra t i on o r  ma i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e w i l l  b e  r e s h a p e d  a n d  
r e s e e d e d  t o  d i s co u r ag e  u n a u t hor i z e d  u s e . G a t e s  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d i n  
e x i s t i n g f e n c e s a n d  l oc k e d  i f  r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  l a n down e r  o r  gov e r n me n t  
l an d  m a n a g e r .  

T h e  i n forma t i on on t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s i n  t h e  S D E 1 S  h a s  
b e e n  u p d a t e d  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t . T h e  o t h e r  w i l d l i fe r e s ou r c e  i n forma t i on w a s  
i n c o r po r a t e d  f rom t h e  p r e v i ou s  E I S .  R E A  b e l i e v e s  t h e  a c c u ra c y  of t h i s  
d a t a  i s  a d e q u a t e  to e v a l u a t e  t h e  pot e n t i a l  i mp a c t s  of t h e  proj e c t . 

Comme n t  5 
M i n e r a l Re s ou r c e s  
L i m i t e d  por t i on s  o f  t h e  p ropo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e a l i g n me n t s  t r a v e r s e  
known m i n e r a l  r e s ou r c e  a r e a s . Howe v e r , t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  
n o t  p r e c l u d e  m i n e r a l r e c ov e r y  a n d  c a n  be  r e ro u t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i f  
n e c e s s a ry . Comp l e t i on of t h i s  p roj e c t  s hou l d  i n c re a s e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i ty 
of powe r ,  w h i c h wou l d  be n e f i t t h e  m i n e r a l  i n d u s t ry .  

Re s pon s e  
No r e s po n s e  r e q u i r e d . 

Comme n t  6 
S P EC I F I C COMM E N T S  - L a n d  Re s ou r c e s  
T h e  p r oj e c t ' s  a c c e s s  roa d s , u n l e s s  l oc k e d  b y  g a t e , c a n  p r ov i d e a c c e s s  for 
many o t h e r  type s of u s e r s . T h e r e fo r e , t h e  i mp a c t  of a d d i t i on a l  a c c e s s  
road s i n  t h e  a r e a  on o t h e r  r e s ou r c e s  ( i  . e . , r e c r e a t i on a l  a c t i v i t i e s s u c h  
a s  h u n t i n g  a n d  off road v e h i c l e s ( O RV )  u s e  a n d  t h e  i mp a c t s  of i n c r e a s e s  
i n  t h e s e  type s of u s e s  o n  ye t o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s , i . e . , a n i ma l s ,  s o i l s ,  
v i s u a l  q u a l i ty )  s hou l d  b e  a n a l y z e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s t a t e me n t . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p roj e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t s ' p r e fe r e n c e  i s  to con t ro l  u s e  o f  ROW a c c e s s  b y  
u s i n g l oc k e d  g a te s . U s e  of l oc k e d  g a t e s m a y  n o t  tot a l l y  c u r b  
u n a u t h or i z e d  u s e  o f  ROW a c c e s s , b u t  i t  s ho u l d  r e d u c e  po t e n t i a l  i mp a c t s  to 
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  R e f e r  to Comme n t  8 of S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 7 .  
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Comme n t  7 
T h e  f i n a l  E I S  s ho u l d  a d d r e s s  t h e  i mp a c t s  of t h e  p roj e c t  on l i v e s to c k  
g r az i n g i n  mor e  d e t a i l .  For e x amp l e ,  i n  o r d e r  to d e v e l op a d e q u a t e 
m i t i g a t i n g me a s u r e s , t h e  i mp a c t s  to r a n c h e r s ' fe n c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
con s t r u c t i on p h a s e  s hou l d  b e  a n a l y z e d . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a d e s c r i p t i o n o f  t h e  
i mp a c t s  r e s u l t i n g f rom con s t r u c t i on a n d  s u r f a c e  d i s t u r b a n c e  on g r az i n g 
p a s t u r e s  a n d  l o s s  of for a g e  ( i n  An i ma l  U n i t Mon t h s )  s ho u l d  b e  p rov i d e d . 

Re spon s e  
M i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s  for d amag e d  fe n c e s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n 2 . 3  of 
t h e  F E I S :  " A l l fe n c e s  c u t  o r  d am a g e d  d u r i n g c on s t r u c t i on wou l d  be 
r e p a i r e d  a n d  g a t e s wou l d  b e  i n s t a l l e d i n  e x i s t i n g fe n c e s  to p r e v e n t  
l i v e s tock f rom e s c a p i n g . "  S i n c e  on l y  0 . 09 a c r e s  of v e g e ta t i on p e r  m i l e  
w i l l  b e  p e r m a n e n t l y  d i s t u r b e d  by towe r s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  l e s s  t h a n 2 a c r e s  
p e r  m i l e  for c on s t r u c t i o n o f  a c c e s s  road s ,  t h e  l o s s  of for a g e  a n d  i mp a c t  
o n  g r az i n g s hou l d  b e  m i n i ma l . 

Comm e n t  8 
T h e  d r af t  E I S  mak e s  no me n t i on of p a l eon tol og i c a l  r e sou r c e s  o r  of 
s u r f i c i a l g eo l ogy . A d i s c u s s i on a n d  a n a l y s i s  of bot h of t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  
s hou l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l . 

R e s pon s e  
R EA r e a l i z e s  p a l eon to l og i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  c ou l d  b e  i mp a c t e d  by t h e  p ropo s e d  
p roj e c t . T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  p l a n to s u r v e y  t h e  ROW , a c c e s s  road s a n d  
s u b s ta t i o n s i t e s  i n  C l a s s  I a r e a s  o r  o t h e r  a r e a s  i d e n t i f i e d b y  t h e  l a n d  
m a n a g e me n t  a g e n c i e s a s  h a v i n g po t e n t i a l t o  p rod u c e  p a l eo n to l og i c a l  
r e sou r c e s  p r i or to c on s t r u c t i on . I f  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a l eon to l og i c a l  s i t e s  
a r e  i d e n t i f i e d t h a t  wou l d  b e  i mp a c t e d  b y  t h e  p roj e c t ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  
m i t i g a t e d . I mp a c t s  to s u rf i c i a l g e o l ogy a r e  d i s c u s s e d  o n  p a g e  5 - 1  of t h e  
S D E I S .  

Comm e n t  9 
I f  t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  kV l i n e i s  con s t r u c t e d  a n d  e n e r g i z e d  w i l l  t h i s  
av a i l a b l e c a p a c i ty a l l ow Co l or ado U t e  e n ou g h  l a t l t u d e  i n  t h e i r 
t r a n s m i s s i o n s y s t e m  to c a r ry o u t  s e r i e s c omp e n s a t i on mod i f i c a t i on s  a n d  
u p r a t i n g o f  e x i s t i n g t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s ?  I f  s o , t h e s e  o p t i on s  s hou l d  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  

R e s pon s e  
Con s t r u c t i on of t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV l i n e w i l l  p rov i d e s u ff i c i e n t  
c a p a c i ty to a l l ow We s t e r n ' s  e x i s t i n g R i f l e - S h i proc k 2 30 kV l i n e to b e  
take n ou t of s e r v i c e a n d  u p r a t e d  to 3 4 5  kV a s  r e q u i r e d . S e r i e s 
comp e n s a t i o n of t h e  e x i s t i n g l i n e wou l d  b e  a fu t u r e  op t i on ,  b u t  wou l d  
s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l p rob l e m s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 5  of t h e  
S D E I S .

· 
F u t u r e  mod i f i c a t i on s  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on s y s tem wou l d  b e  

e v a l u a t e d  i n  d e t a i l i n  We s t e r n ' s  own N E PA doc u me n t s . 

Comme n t  1 0  
P a g e  3 - 4 : G i v e n  t h e  pos s i b i l i ty t h a t r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  may r e s t r i c t t h e  
c on s t r u c t i on o f  a d d i t i on a l  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  i n  t h e  fu t u r e , R EA i s  u r g e d  
to i n c l u d e  a s  a d e s i g n a l t e r n a t i v e u t i l i z a t i on o f  a s i n g l e  c i r c u i t  towe r 
t h a t  c a n  be con v e r te d  to a dou b l e  c i r c u i t  towe r .  I f  e i t h e r  of t h e  towe r s  
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b e i ng c on s i d e r e d  ( F i g u r e s 3 - 1  a n d  3 - 2 , p p . 3 - 5 a n d  3 - 6 ) c a n  b e  u p g r ad e d  
t o  c a r r y  a d o u b l e  c i r c u i t  3 4 5  kV , t h e  f i n a l  E I S  s hou l d  n o t e  t h i s 
pos s i b i l i ty .  

R e �on s e  
A s  s ta t e d  o n  P a g e  3 - 1 0  o f  t h e  S D E I S , " I n  c e r ta i n  a r e a s  wh e r e  t h e r e i s  a 
p h y s i c a l , e n v i ronme n t a l , o r  l a n d  u s e  r e s t r i c t i on to a s i n g l e  towe r ROW 
c o r r i dor , s t r u c t u r e s t h a t  c a n  s u p po r t  a no t h e r  f u t u r e c i r c u i t  may b e  
c on s t r u c t e d . "  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e  3 4 5  kV d e s i g n towe r s  s hown i n  t h e  S D E I S  
( F i gu r e s  3 - 1  a n d  3 - 2 ) c ou l d  b e  u p g r a d e d  to c a r ry a s e co n d  3 4 5  k V  c i r c u i t .  

Comme n t  1 1  
P a g e  3 - 1 0 :  B LM h a s  a we l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r e wood p e r m i t t i n g  s y s t e m . I n  
o r d e r  to a vo i d c o n f u s i on a n d  p o t e n t i a l i n c r e a s e s  i n  f i r e wood t r e s p a s s ,  
t h e  r i g h t-of-way c l e a r i n g  con t r a c to r s  s hou l d  c u t  a n d  r e mo v e  t h e  wood 
r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a v i n g t h e  c u t  wood s t a c ke d  a l on g  t h e  r i g h t -of-way . ( T h e  
B LM c a n  p rov i d e a l i s t  of c omme r c i a l wood o p e r a to r s s ho u l d  t h e  con t r a c to r  
w i s h  to s e l l t h e  wood to t h e m  a n d  h a v e  t h e m  r e mo v e  i t . )  

R e s pon s e  
T i m b e r  c u t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  ROW c l e a r i n g w i l l  b e  d i s po s e d  o f  b y  me t hod s 
a g r e e d  to by i n d i v i d u a l  l a n down e r s  a n d  by gove r n me n t  a g e n cy r e q u i r e me n t s . 

Comme n t  1 2  
P a g e  4- 3 4 :  D i s c u s s i on of Re c r e a t i on Re sou r c e s  s ho u l d  b e  mor e  s p e c i f i c  to 
t h e  r e c r e a t i on r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  ( s u c h  as a s ta t e  p a r k  o r  
l ake a d j a c e n t  t o  a n  a l t e r n a te c o r r i dor ) . 

Re s pon s e  
S t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s , f i s h i n g a r e a s , w i l d l i fe a r e a s , a n d  
r e c r e a t i on a r e a s  w i t h i n  c l o s e  p ro x i m i ty t o  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o r r i dor 
n e two r k  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d a n d  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i on 4 . 1 0 . 6  of t h e  
S D E I S . Pot e n t i a l i mp a c t s  t o  r e c r e a t i on r e s ou r c e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
S e c t i on 5 . 1 0 . 4  of t h e  S D E I S . 

Comme n t  1 3  
S e c t i on 5 . 3 . 7  
A d v e r s e  i mp a c t s  to wa t e r  q u a l i ty wou l d  o c c u r  e v e n  i f  t h e  p ropo s e d  
m i t i ga t i o n i s  p e rformed . E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  s e d i m e n t a t i on i mp a c t s  wo u l d  b e  
l oc a l i z e d  a n d  s ho r t - t e r m , t h e  a d v e r s e  i mp a c t s ho u l d  b e  a c k n ow l e d g e d . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  c omme n t  i s  c o r r e c t . R EA r e cog n i z e s  t h a t  t h e r e  ma y b e  some 
s e d i me n t a t i on i mp a c t s  to wa t e r  q u a l i ty ;  howe v e r , they wo u l d  b e  t e mporary 
a n d  l oc a l i z e d  i n  n a t u r e . 

Comme n t  1 4  
N a t i on a l  N a t u r a l L a n d m a r k s  
P a g e  4 - 3 4 : T h e  s u b j e c t  d o c u me n t  i d e n t i f i e s a pot e n t i a l N a t i on a l N a t u r a l  
Lan dma r k  k nown a s  O p h i r  N e e d l e s a s  a n  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  p roj e c t  s t u d y 
a r e a . T h e  l oc a t i on of t h i s  s i t e i s  s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
s t udy a r e a , n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  bou n d a r i e s .  T h e  N a t u r a l  L a n dma r k s  s e c t i on on 
the above me n t i on e d  page s ho u l d  i d e n t i fy Cameo S l i d e ,  Me s a  Co u n ty ,  
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Co l or a d o  i n  s e gme n t  3 a n d  R i c o  Dome a n d  Do l or e s  R i v e r  Va l l e y , Do l or e s  
Cou n ty , Co l o rado i n  s e gme n t  2 9 , a n d  b e  a d d re s s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i on .  l n  
r e cog n i t i o n of t h e  n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s  of t h e s e  two a r e a s , we u r g e  t h a t  
e ffo r t s  b e  take n t o  m i n i m i ze a d v e r s e  i mp a c t s  for t h e s e  s i te s . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  O p h i r  N e e d l e s a n d  Cameo S l i d e a r e a s  a r e  l oc a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p roj e c t  
s t u d y  a r e a ; howe v e r , t h e y  a r e  n o t  l oc a t e d  w i t h i n  a c o r r i dor s e gme n t  a n d  
w i l l  n o t  b e  i mp a c te d  by t h e  propo s e d  p roj e c t . 

T h e  R i c o  Dome a n d  Do l or e s  R i v e r  Va l l e y a r e  l o c a te d  i n  por t i on s  of T3 7 N , 
R 1 5 W ; por t i on s  of T3 8 N , R 1 2 - l 4W ;  po r t i on s  of T2 9-40N , R l l W ; a n d  po r t i o n s  
o f  T 40- 4 1 N ,  R 1 0W i n  Mon t e z u ma a n d  Do l or e s Cou n t i e s , Co l orado . T h e  
p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  w i l l  not  i mp a c t t h e  R i c o Dome . T h e  Do l or e s  R i v e r  Va l l e y  
wou l d  b e  c ro s s e d  b y  Cor r i dor S e g me n t  30a ; m i t i ga t i o n me a s u re s  ou t l i n e d  i n  
S e c t i o n 2 . 3  of t h e  F E I S  wou l d  b e  u s e d  to m i n i m i z e i mp a c t s  to t h e  Do l or e s  
R i v e r  Va l l e y .  

Comme n t  1 5  
P a g e  4- 1 8 ,  L a s t s e n t e n c e  on p a g e : I n  1 9 8 3  t h e  2 6  m i l e s of t h e  G u n n i s o n  
R i v e r  u p s t r e am of t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Nor t h  Fork of t h e  G u n n i s o n  
R i v e r  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  go l d  me d a l  a n d  w i l d  t r o u t  w a te r . Th e s e 
d e s i g n a t i o n s  i n d i c a te t h a t  t h e  G u n n i son R i v e r  a bo v e  t h e  Nor t h  Fork 
p rov i d e s  ou t s t a n d i n g a n g l i n g o p po r t u n i t i e s for l a r g e  t rou t and  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  not  b e  s to c k e d  w i t h  h a t c h e r y f i s h . T h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  on p a g e  4- 1 8  
a n d  t h e  f i r s t  s e n te n c e  on p a g e  4 - 1 9 s hou l d  b e  r e v i s e d  to r e f l e c t  t h i s  n e w  
m a n a g e me n t  po l i c y by t h e  Co l or a d o  D i v i s i on of W i l d l i fe .  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  comme n t  i s  not e d . 

Comme n t  1 6  
P a g e  4- 1 9 ,  Do l or e s  R i v e r : A t  t h e  p re s e n t  t i me t h e  q u a l i ty of t h e  Do l or e s 
R i v e r  f i s h e ry v a r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  p roj e c t  a r e a . T h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  
c a s e  e v e n  mor e  s o  a f t e r  c omp l e t i on of t h e  B u r e a u  o f  Re c l ama t i o n ' s  M c P h e e  
Dam a n d  Re s e r vo i r i n  1 9 8 4 . T h i s  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  Do l or e s  P roj e c t  w i l l  
p rov i d e r e g u l a t e d  f l ow s  to e n h a n c e  t h e  s t re a m  f i s h e ry down s t r e am of t h e  
dam . A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  f l ow s , t h e  f i r s t  1 1  m i l e s of r i v e r  down s t r e am 
of t h e  d am wou l d  b e  ma n a g e d  a s  a t rou t f i s h e ry . A n  a d d i t i on a l  4 5  m i l e s 
of t h e  r i v e r  wou l d  b e  ma n a g e d  for w a r m  wa t e r  s p e c i e s of f i s h .  T h e  
s ta t e me n t  on t h e  Do l or e s R i v e r  s hou l d  b e  r e v i s e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e s e  
i mp ro v e d  s t r e a m  con d i t i o n s . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  comme n t  i s  not e d . 

Comme n t  1 7  
Page 4- 2 1 : T h e  Co l or a d o  R i v e r  S q u a wf i s h  h a s  b e e n  fou n d  i n  t h e  G u n n i s o n  
R i v e r  down s t r e am of D e l t a .  
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Re spon s e  
T h e  comme n t  i s  n o t e d . R EA h a s  co n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  p r oj e c t  w i l l  
not  i mp a c t t h e  Co l o r a do R i v e r  S q u awf i s h  a n d  t h e  U S F W S , i n  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  
J u l y  2 9 , 1 9 8 3 , h a s  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .  

Comme n t  1 8  
P a g e  4- 2 3 :  T h e  r a zor b a c k  s u c k e r  h a s  b e e n  fou n d  i n  t h e  G u n n i s o n  R i v e r  a s  
far u p s t r e am a s  De l t a ,  Co l o r a d o  ( B i o / W e s t , Log a n  U T  b y  P a u l  Ho l d e n ) . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  comme n t  i s  n o t e d . T h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  w i l l  not  i mp a c t  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  

Comme n t  1 9  
Page 4 - 3 5 , N a t i o n a l  Mon u me n t s , s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h : D e s e r t  b i g h o r n  s h e e p  
h a v e  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  t r a n s p l a n t e d  i n to t h e  Co l or ado N a t i on a l Mo n u me n t . 

Re spon s e  
T h e  comme n t  i s  n o t e d . T h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  w i l l  n o t  i m p a c t t h i s  s p e c i e s . 

Comme n t  20 
P a g e  5- 3 1 , T h r e a t e n e d  and E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s : T h e r e  a p p e a r s  to b e  a 
s l i g h t  con t r a d i c t i on t h ro u g h o u t  t h i s  s e c t i o n . For e x amp l e ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  
i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h : " a  r e v i s e d  B i o l og i c a l  A s s e s s me n t  i s  b e i n g  
p r e p a r e d  a n d  R EA w i l l  co n s u l t  w i t h  U S F W S  on a n y  e ffe c t  t h i s  p roj e c t  may 
h a v e on t h e  s e s p e c i e s " . H owe v e r ,  i n t h e c a s  e 0 f mo s t s p e c i e s ,  i t 
a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e t e rm i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r oj e c t  wou l d  h a v e  no 
a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on t h e  1 i s t e d  s p e c i e s . E i t h e r  t h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i on i s  
p r e ma t u r e  or t h e  r e v i s e d  B i o l og i c a l  A s s e s s me n t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y . 

Re s pon s e  
A B i o l og i c a l  A s s e s s me n t  w a s  p r e p a r e d  for t h e  r e v i s e d  p roj e c t  b e c a u s e  
s e v e r a l  n e w  co r r i d o r s h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d a n d  e v a l u a t e d . R EA r e v i ewe d 
t h e  r e v i s e d  doc u me n t  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  w i l l  not  
affe c t  a n y  f e d e r a l l y  l i s t e d  t h r e a t e n e d  or e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .  The  U S F W S  
r e v i ewed t h e  r e v i s e d  B i o l og i c a l  A s s e s s me n t  a n d  t h e  S D E I S . By l e t t e r  
d a te d  J u l y  2 9 , 1 9 8 3 , i t  con c u r r e d  w i t h  R EA ' s  d e t e rm i n a t i o n ( s e e  
A p p e n d i x  D ) . 

Comme n t  21 
Page 5- 7 6 , W i l d l i f e ,  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h : We s u g g e s t  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  s t a t e me n t  
b e  ad d e d  to t h i s  p a r a g r a p h . ' ' I f  i t  b e come s a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t 
n u m b e r  of w a t e r fow l or o t h e r  b i r d s  a r e  b e i n g k i l l e d by s t r i k i n g  t h e  
l i n e s , i t  may b e come n e c e s s a ry t o  m a r k  o r  f l ag s e l e c t e d  por t i on s  o f  t h e  
l i n e w i t h  c o l o r e d  ma r ke r s  o r  o t h e r  d e v i c e s . "  

Re spo n s e  
T h e  s u g g e s t e d  s t a t e me n t  i s  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  m i t i g a t i o n p l a n  w h i c h i s  
fou n d  i n  S e c t i o n 2 . 3  of t h i s  F E I S .  

Comme n t  2 2  
SUMMARY COMM E N T S  
I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  a t r e m e n do u s amou n t  of wo r k  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  s i n c e  t h e  
or i g i n a l  P r e l i m i n a r y D r a f t  E I S  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  1 9 81 . T h e  S u p p l e me n t a l  
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D r a f t  E I S  i s  a c om p r e h e n s i v e ,  we l l  wr i t t e n  doc u me n t . W e  a p p r e c i a t e b e i n g 
g i v e n  t h e  oppo r t u n i t y to c omme n t , a n d  we hope ou r c omme n t s  w i l l  a i d i n  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i on of t h e  f i n a l  E I S .  

R e s pon s e  
No r e s pon s e  r e q u i r e d . 

3 . 3 . 3  Fore s t  S e r v i c e 
Comme n t  1 
E r r a t a  S h e e t  s hows A l t e r n a t i v e B w i thou t t h e  tap  l i n e a s  h av i n g o n l y  o n e  
m i l e  mo r e  of c omme r c i a l fo r e s t  b e i n g i mpac t e d  t h a n  A l te r n a t i v e  C .  I t  
s hou l d  be  mo r e  l i ke  6 m i l e s mor e . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  i n forma t i on u s e d  i n  T a b l e  3- 1 0  i s  d e r i v e d  from t h e  s e gme n t  p r of i l e s 
fou n d  i n  S e c t i on 4 . 1 2  of t h e  S D E I S .  T h e  i n forma t i on d i s p l ay e d  i n  t h e  
prof i l e  w a s  o b t a i n e d  b y  u s i n g t h e  c e n t e r l i n e o f  t h e  c or r i dor s e gme n t s  a s  
a r e fe r e n c e . B a s e d  o n  t h e  r e s ou r c e  i n fo rma t i on p rov i d e d  b y  t h e  S a n  J u a n  
N a t i on a l  For e s t  a n d  u s e  o f  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e of t h e  c or r i dor s e gme n t s , t h e  
i n forma t i on o n  t h e  e r r a t a  s h e e t  i s  < o r r e c t . I f  a mo r e  no r t h e r l y  
r e f e r e n c e  po i n t h ad b e e n  u s e d  i n  c or r i dor s e gme n t  30d , t h e  t a p  1 i n e wou l d  
i mp a c t 9 . 6  km ( 6  m i l e s )  mo r e  t h a n  A l t e r n a t i v e C .  

Comme n t  2 
Pag e s 1 - 3 a n d  3 - 5 9  
P a g e  1 - 3 ,  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  s t a t e s  " De p e n d i n g u pon s y s t e m  c o n d i t i on s  a n d  
o t h e r  d e v e l opme n t s , t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e may i n c l u d e  a 
345 kV t a p  l i n e to t h e  Lo s t  C a n yon S u b s t a t i on . . .  " a n d  on p a g e  3 - 5 9 , f i r s t  
p a r a g r a p h , fou r t h  s e n t e n c e  s t a te s  " . . .  t h e  propo s e d  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV 
t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e may i n c l u d e  a tap l i n e from t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e i n to t h e  
Los t  C a n yo n  S u b s t a t i on . "  T h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  some c o n f u s i on on t h e  n e e d  
for t h  i s  t a p  1 i n e . I n  a 1 e t t e r  d a t e d  May 1 1 ,  1 9 8 3  f rom Co l o r a d o  U t e  to 
P a u l C .  Swe e t l a n d , For e s t  S u p e r v i sor , S a n  J u a n  N a t i on a l Fo r e s t , i t  wa s 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  wa s " no e l e c t r i c a l  r e q u i r e me n t  to c on n e c t  
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  l i n e i n to Lo s t  Canyon S u b s t a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  i n i t i a l l y  o r  i n  
t h e  f u t u r e , a n d  we do n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  t a p p i n g t h e  l i n e for t h i s  p u r po s e . "  
T h i s  pos i t i o n n e e d s  to b e  c l a r i f i e d by Co l or a d o  U t e  a n d  REA . 

Re s pon s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r  to r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  1 i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 9 .  

Comme n t  3 
P a g e  1 - 4 ,  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  i s  m i s l e a d i n g w h e n  i t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p ropos e d  
l i n e wou l d  pa r a l l e l  We s te r n ' s  2 30 k V  l i n e to t h e  Mon t e z u ma , L a  P l a t a 
Cou n ty l i n e .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  doe s for a d i s t a n c e  b u t  i t  i s  p ropo s e d  to l e a v e  
i t  a s  s hown i n  f i g u r e  1 - 1  o f  t h e  S D E I S .  

Re s pon s e  
A l t e r n a t i v e  B wo u l d  par a l l e l  a n d  b e  a d j a c e n t  to t h e  e x i s t i n g W e s t e r n  
2 30 k V  1 i n e to a po i n t abou t 4 8  k m  ( 30 m i l e s )  sou t h  o f  t h e  S a n  
M i g u e l / Do l ore s Cou n ty l i n e .  I t  wou l d  t h e n  d e p a r t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i n e a n d  
t u r n  t o  t h e  s ou t h e a s t .  
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Comme n t  4 
Page 1 - 9 ,  M a j o r  Con c e r n s  a n d  I s s u e s  doe s not  ad d r e s s  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  vo i c e d  
s o  mu c h  b y  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i . e . , mu l t i p l e  r i g h t s -of-way aff e c t i n g  t h e i r  l a n d  
u s e . 

R e s pon s e  
T h i s  i s s u e h a s  b e e n  ra i s e d  i n  p u b l i c  me e t i n g s , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  M a n cos  
ar e a . S e v e r a l  p i p e l i n e s  and  e l e c t r i c a l  t r a n s m i s s i on a n d  d i s t r i b u t i on 
pow e r  l i n e s  c ro s s  t h e  s ame l a n down e r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a . T h e  l a n down e r s  h a v e  
oft e n  s ta t e d  t h a t  t h e y  do n o t  wan t a n o t h e r  ROW for a u t i l i ty a c ros s t h e i r  
l an d . T h e  Fe d e r a l  L a n d  P o l i c y a n d  M a n a g e me n t  Ac t r e q u i r e s  l a n d  ma n a g e r s  
to c on s i d e r  l oc a t i n g n e w  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  a c ommon c or r i dor w i t h  e x i s t i n g 
fa c i l i t i e s . M a n y  p r i v a t e  l a n down e r s  p r e fe r  t h a t  t h e  ROW s a r e  d i s p e r s e d , 
so t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  own e r s  a r e  n o t  s o  h e av i l y  i mp a c t e d . M u l t i p l e  ROW s c a n  
h a v e  a n  a d v e r s e  i mp a c t  o n  e x i s t i n g  l a n d  u s e . I n  t h e  M a n c o s  A r e a , t h e  
p r e fe r r e d  c or r i dor h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  t o  A l t e r n a t i v e C .  T h e  l i n e wou l d 
c ro s s  F S  l a n d s  a n d , t h e r e fo r e , e l i m i n a t e t h e  n e e d  to c ro s s  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  
t h a t  wou l d  con t a i n m u l t i p l e  ROW s . 

Comme n t  5 
Ta b l e 3 - 7 , I t e m  6 ,  E ros i o n H a z a r d . T h e  1 03 . 0  s hou l d  b e  1 2 3 . 0 a n d  t h e  
tot a l  s ho u l d  be  1 2 9 . 7 .  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  c omme n t  i s  n o t e d ; howe v e r , p l e a s e  note t h a t  i t  i s  not s i g n i f i c a n t  
e no u g h  t o  affe c t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e c o r r i dor s b e tw e e n  R i f l e a n d  
G r a n d  J u n c t i on ,  Co l or ad o . 

Comme n t  6 
Page 3 - 1 0 ,  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  t a l k s  of p u r c h a s i n g s u ff i c i e n t  r i g h t s -of-way , 
wh e r e l a n down e r s  a r e  w i l l i n g ,  to a l l ow c on s t r u c t i on of a po s s i b l e f u t u r e  
s e c o n d  3 4 5  k V  l i n e .  T h e r e i s  n o  me n t i on o f  t h i s i n  t h e  p ropo s a l . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  con s t r u c t i on o f  a n  a d d i t i on a l  3 4 5  kV l i n e i s  me n t i o n e d  o n  P a g e  5 - 6 6  
o f  t h e  S D E I S . W e s t e r n  p l a n s  t o  u p r a t e  i t s e x i s t i n g R i f l e - S h i p r o c k  2 30 k V  
l i n e t o  3 4 5  kV ; howe v e r , t h e  e x a c t  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  u p r a t e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
d e t e rm i n e d . A t h i r d  3 4 5  kv t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e may b e  n e e d e d  i f  l oa d  
grow t h  a n d  o t h e r  s y s t e m  c o n d i t i on s  war r a n t  a n d  i t  may p a r a l l e l  t h e  
propo s e d  proj e c t . 

Comme n t  7 
Page 3 - 1 2 ,  A c c e s s  Roa d  Con s t r u c t i on i mp l i e s t h a t  a n  a c c e s s  road w i l l  b e  
n e e d e d  a l on g  t h e  t r an s m i s s i on l i n e f o r  i t s e n t i r e  l e n g t h . W e  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  tota l a c c e s s  a l on g  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e i s  n o t  n e c e s s a ry or 
r e q u i r e d  for c on s t r u c t i o n or o p e r a t i on a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e . 

R e s po n s e  
T h e  p roj e c t  p a r t i c i pa n t s  d o  n o t  i n t e n d  to h av e  c o n t i n uo u s  a c c e s s a l on g  
t h e  t r a n s m i s i o n l i n e f o r  i t s e n t i r e  l e n g t h . E x i s t i n g a c c e s s road s w i l l  
be  u s e d  wh e r e v e r  pos s i b l e .  L a c k  of a d e q u a t e a c c e s s  c ou l d  r e s u l t  i n  
i n c r e a s e d ma i n t e n a n c e  cos t s  a n d  l o n g e r  ou t a g e  t i me s . 
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Comme n t  8 
P a g e  3 - 4 4 , L a n d  U s e  doe s not  a d d r e s s  s u b d i v i s i on s  o r  pot e n t i a l 
s u bd i v i d a b l e  l a n d s , w h i c h i s  a L a n d  U s e . 

Re s pon s e  
S u bd i v i s i on s  o r  pote n t i a l l y  s u b d i v i d a b l e  l a n d s  we r e  a c cou n t e d  for i n  t h e  
h uman r e s o u r c e  c a t e go r y  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  B o f  t h e  S D E I S ) . 

Comme n t  9 
Page 3 - 5 3 , f i f t h  p a r a g r a p h  s ta t e s  " T h e  Age n c i e s p r e f e r r e d  c o r r i dor 
b e t we e n  G r a n d  J u n c t i on and  Mon t r o s e  i s  A l t e r n a t i v e B . "  A l t e r n a t i v e B 
doe s not  affe c t  o r  c ro s s N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  S y s t e m  l a n d s . T h e  For e s t  
S e r v i c e h a s  not  i d e n t i f i e d a p r e fe r r e d  c or r i dor i n  t h i s  a r e a . 

Re s pon s e  
No r e s po n s e  r e q u i t e d . 

Comme n t  1 0  
Page 3 - 6 1 , t h i r d p a r a g r a p h  s ta t e s t h a t  C wou l d  c ro s s  t h e  mo s t  c omme r c i a l 
t i mb e r , b u t  B c ro s s e s  mo r e  c omme r c i a l t i m b e r . A l t e r n a t i v e C wo u l d  c ro s s 
mo r e  on l y  i f  t h e  t a p  1 i n e i s  b u i l t .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  comme n t  i s  co r r e c t . 

Comme n t  1 1  
P a g e  3 - 6 2 , t h i r d  p a r a g r a p h  s t a t e s " T h e  Age n c i e s w i l l  s e l e c t  a p r e f e r r e d  
cor r i do r  af t e r t h e  e v a l u a t i on b y  t h e  j o i n t  s t u d y  t e am i s  comp l e t e d . "  S e e  
t h e  e n c l os e d  D e c i s i on Not i c e a n d  F i n d i n g  o f  N o  S i g n i f i c a n t  I mp a c t fo r t h e  
p r e f e r r e d  c or r i do r . 

Re s pon s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r t o  S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 1  o f  t h i s  F E I S  for t h e  r e s pon s e  to t h i s  
c omme n t . 

Comme n t  1 2  
Page 5 - 1 9 ,  s i x t h p a r a g r a p h  s t a t e s  " T h e  e d g e  e f fe c t  wou l d  be  mo s t  d r ama t i c  
i n  d e n s e l y  fo r e s te d  a r e a s  w h e re t a l l t re e s  wo u l d  g r a d a t e  to s ma l l e r t r e e s  
a n d  s h r u b s  a n d  f i n a l l y  g r a s s e s  a n d  for b s . "  T h e  me t hod t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
s u g g e s t e d  t o  c l e a r  r i g h t s -of-way for t h i s  p roj e c t  s t i l l  c r e a t e s  a " s l o t "  
o r  " t u n n e l " e f f e c t . T h a t  me t hod was u s e d  i n  p a s t  r i g h t -of-way c l e a r i n g .  
T h e  g r a d a t i on me t hod , i f  u s e d i n  e v e n  a g e  s t a n d  of t r e e s  r e a l l y  c r e a t e s a 
s l ot b e c a u s e  of 1 i m i t e d  s ma l l t r e e s  i n  t h e  s t a n d . T h e  r i g h t -of-way type 
of c l e a r i n g t h a t  w i l l  be  u s e d  on N a t i on a l  For e s t  Sys t e m  l a n d s  i s  to top 
t re e s  and  s e l e c t i v e l y  r e mo v e  t r e e s  u n d e r  the  c on d u c tor a n d  a l on g  e a c h  
s i d e a t  a s afe e l e c t r i c a l  d i s t a n c e . T h i s  i s  abou t 1 2  t o  1 5  fe e t  f rom 
c on d u c tor to v e g e t a t i on .  T h i s  type of r i g h t -of - way c l e a r i n g  r e d u c e s  or 
e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  " s l o t "  or " t u n n e l " e ff e c t  t h a t i s  c r e a t e d  by t h e  o t h e r  
me t hod o f  r i g h t-of-way c l e a r i n g .  

Re spo n s e  
R E A  c on c u r s  w i t h  t h i s  c omme n t .  
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Comme n t  1 3  
P a g e  5 - 50 , I mp a c t s  on H u ma n R e s ou r c e s . T h e  F E I S  s hou l d  a d d r e s s  m u l t i p l e  
r i g h t s -of-way i mp a c t  on t h e  l a n d  a n d  o t h e r  h u man  r e s ou r c e  i mp a c t s . For 
e x amp l e ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  i mp a c t  of m u l t i p l e  r i g h t s -of-way o n  a t e n  a c r e  t r a c t 
of l a n d ?  

R e s pon s e  
Mu l t i p l e  ROW s d o  h a v e  a n  i m p a c t  o n  s ma l l p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d . M u l t i p l e  ROW s 
wou l d  h a v e  a n e g a t i v e i m p a c t  on t h e  own e r  t h a t  w i s h e d  to s u b d i v i d e t h e  
l a n d  or a d d  a d d i t i on a l  s t r u c t u r e s  to h i s p rope r ty .  Sma l l p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  
wou l d  b e  a v o i d e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  home s a r e  
l oc a t e d  on t h e  p rope r ty . 

Comme n t  1 4  
P a g e  5 - 5 4 , Soc i o-e conom i c I mp a c t s , s t a t e s  t h a t  e a s e me n t  a c q u i s i t i o n wo u l d  
b e n e f i t l a n down e r s  b u t  f a i l s  to me n t i on t h a t  i n  some c a s e s  c ou l d  b e  a n  
o v e r a l l n e t  l o s s  t o  t h e  l a n down e r . 

R e s po n s e  
T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  n e go t i a t e  a n  e a s e me n t  w i t h  e a c h  l a n down e r . I n  s ome 
c a s e s , e a s e me n t  a c q u i s i t i on c ou l d  b e  v i e w e d  b y  t h e  l a n down e r  as a l o s s , 
i n  s p i t e  of j u s t  c omp e n s a t i on . R e f e r  to Comme n t  1 0 9 i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1  of 
t h i s  F E I S  for f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i on .  

Comme n t  1 5  
P a g e  5 - 7 2 , I t e m  2 u n d e r  G e o l og i c H a z a r d s .  N e e d  to a d d  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  
m i t i g a t i on s : " Te mp o r a ry a c c e s s  road s w i l l  b e  a l i g n e d  a n d  g r a d e d  to 
c o n form to t h e  n a t u r a l  l a n d s c ap e . "  " On N a t i on a l  For e s t  S y s t e m  l a n d s , 
a c c e s s  road s w i l l  not be c on s t r u c t e d  i n  u n s t a b l e  a r e a s . "  

R e s po n s e  
T h e s e  m i t i g a t i on m e a s u r e s  a r e  i n co r po r a t e d  i n  t h e  m i t i g a t i o n p l a n fou n d  
i n  Se c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h i s F E I S . 

Comme n t  1 6  
P a g e  5- 7 3 , a d d  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s  u n d e r  So i l s  < a l s o  c ou l d  
b e  u s e d  u n d e r  V i s u a l  Re s o u r c e s ) : " Tower s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  s i t e s  w i l l  b e  
d e s i g n e d  t o  c o n form w i t h  t h e  t e r r a i n .  L e v e l i n g a n d  b e n c h i n g of towe r a n d  
a s s e mb l y  s i t e s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a l l ow e d . "  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  For e s t  S e r v i c e ' s  m i t i g a t i on r e q u e s t  may b e  too r e s t r i c t i v e . L e v e l i n g 
a n d  b e n c h i n g of towe r a n d  a s s e m b l y  s i t e s  i s  norma l l y  not r e q u i r e d ; 
howev e r , i t  may be n e c e s s a ry i n  c e r t a i n a r e a s . T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  
con s t r u c t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e a c c o r d i n g to t h e  s t i p u l a t i on s  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e  F S  a u t hor i z i n g doc u me n t . 

Comme n t  1 7  
" Con s t r u c t i on of l e v e l e d e a r t h  e q u i p me n t  p l a t for m s , for t h e  u s e  of c r a n e s  
i n  t h e  a s s e m b l y  o f  s t r u c t u r e s , w i  1 1  b e  a l l ow e d  a t  t h e  e n d  of t e mp o r a r y  
s p u r  road s . On l y  o n e  p l a t fo r m  p e r  s t r u c t u r e s i t e w i l l  be  a l l ow e d , u n l e s s  
o t h e r w i s e  a u t ho r i z e d . "  

3 - 1 3 



R e s po n s e  
T h i s  m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e  i s  a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  i s  i n c o r po r a t e d  i n  t h e  
m i t i g a t i on p l a n fou n d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 3 .  

Comme n t  1 8  
I t e m  4 u n d e r  So i l s  s t a t e s  " D i s t u r b a n c e  of s t e e p l y  s l op i n g . . .  " A 
c l a r i f i c a t i on s ho u l d  b e  m a d e  on " s t e e p l y  s l op i n g a r e a s " ,  we s u g g e s t  
a n y t h i n g o v e r 3 5% b e  c l a s s i f i e d a s  s t e e p l y  s l op i n g .  

Re s po n s e  
A c l a r i f i c a t i on of " s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g "  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 3 .  

Comme n t  1 9  
I t e m  2 u n d e r  Wa t e r  Re s ou r c e s , " fo r m "  s hou 1 d b e  " f rom " . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  ma d e . 

Comme n t  20 
P a g e  5 - 7 6 , I t e m  1 ,  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  i s  n o t  c l e a r . I t  s t a t e s  " We t l a n d s  a n d  
r i pa r i a n a r e a s  t h a t  c a n no t  b e  e n t i r e l y  a vo i d e d  wou l d  b e  s p a n n e d  w i t h o u t 
c on s t r u c t i on i n  t h e  we t l a n d s . "  I f  you c a n not a vo i d t h e  we t l a n d s , how c a n 
you a vo i d c on s t r u c t i on ?  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e c ou l d  s pa n  a we t l a n d  a n d  n o t  i n v o l v e  c on s t r u c t i on 
a c t i v i ty i n  t h e  we t l a n d . No we t l a n d s  we r e  i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n  t h e  c or r i dor 
n e two r k  t h a t  c ou l d  not  b e  s p a n n e d . 

Comme n t  2 1  
Page 5 - 7 9 ,  I t e m  4 .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a m i t i ga t i on me a s u r e , i t  i s  o n l y  a 
r e q u i r e me n t  for payme n t  of d e s t roy e d  or c u t  t r e e s . 

Re s po n s e  
T h e  c omme n t  i s  n o t e d . 

Comme n t  2 2  
La s t  i t e m  u n d e r  H um a n  Re s o u r c e s , w h a t  i s  b e i n g m i t i g a t e d ? 

R e s po n s e  
Pot e n t i a l  c on f l  i c t s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  l a n down e r s  a n d  t h e  Sou t h e r n  U t e  I n d i a n s  
a r e  b e i n g m i t i g a t e d . 

Comme n t  2 3  
Page 5-80 , f i r s t  i t e m  s t a t e s  " A p p rop r i a t e  p e r m i t s  wou l d  b e  ob t a i n e d  p r i or 
to f i n a l  c e n t e r l i n e l oc a t i on a n d  c on s t r u c t i on . "  W h a t  i s  be i n g m i t i g a t e d ? 

Re spon s e  
Pot e n t i a l c on f l  i c t s  w i t h  F e d e r a l , s t a t e  a n d  l oc a l  gov e r n me n t  a g e n c i e s 
wou l d  b e  m i t i g a t e d . 
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Comme n t  2 4  
P a g e  5 - 8 1 , I t e m s  2 a n d  3 u n d e r  E l e c t r i c a l  E f fe c t s . T h e s e  t wo i t e m s  a r e  
n o t  m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s , t h e y  a r e  i n forma t i on a l  s t a t e me n t s . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e s e  two i t e m s  h a v e  b e e n  r emov e d  f rom t h e  M i t i g a t i o n P l a n a n d  w i l l  b e  
i n corpo r a t e d  i n to t h e  e a s e me n t  fo r m s . 

3 . 3 . 4  E n v i ronme n t a l  P r o t e c t i on Age n c y 
Comme n t  1 
R EA i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n e e d  fo r t h e  f a c i l i ty a s  a for e g o n e  con c l u s i o n .  
Howe v e r , t h e  c i rc u m s t a n c e s  h a v e  not  c h a n g e d  w h i c h l e d to t h e  Co l o r a do 
P u b l i c  U t i l i ty Comm i s s i on ' s  ( PU C )  d e n i a l of t h e  Ce r t i f i c a t e  of P u b l i c  
Con v e n i e n c e  a n d  N e c e s s i ty .  T h e  PUC c on c l u d e d  t h a t  e x i s t i n g powe r l i n e s  
c ou l d  c a r r y  t w i c e  t h e  c u r r e n t  l oa d , w h i c h wou l d  me e t  t h e  n e e d s  of 
Sou t h w e s t  Co l o r a d o  t h ro u g h  1 9 8 6 . P U C  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  WAPA ( We s t e r n  
A r e a  Powe r A d m i n i s t r a t i o n )  c ou l d i n c r e a s e  i t s 2 30 k V  c a p a c i ty b y  1 / 3 
( w i t h  l ow c o s t e x p e n d i t u r e s )  s o  a s  to me e t  n e e d s  t h ro u g h  1 9 8 9 . T h e  1 9 8 2  
for e c a s t e d  d e ma n d  w a s  1 3% w h i l e  a c t u a l  l oa d  g rowt h  w a s  on l y  7% t h a t  
y e a r . T h e  1 98 3  y e a r  to d a t e  ( J u n e ) a n n u a l  d e m a n d  h a s  on l y  i n c r e a s e d  
2 . 2% .  T h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  p roj e c t e d  e l e c t r i c a l  l oa d  h a s  not i n c r e a s e d a s  
e x pe c t e d  i n d i c a t e s s i g n i f i c a n t  o v e r p roj e c t i o n b y  Co l or ado-U t e . T h e  
r e v i e w of c on s e r v a t i on a l t e r n a t i v e s  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e powe r s u p p l y  
t e c h no l og i e s i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d . T h e  E I S  doe s n o t  r e f l e c t  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  
of e n g i n e e r i n g c o s t s  a n d  e n v i ronme n t a l  c on s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  
a 1 te r n a t i v e s . Re c e n t l y ,  Co l or a do-U t e  a n nou n c e d  i t  h a d  c r e a t e d  a 
s u b s i d i a r y  to i n v e s t  i n  s ma l l h y d ro , s o l a r , a n d  c o- g e n e r a t i n g  
a 1 t e r n a t i v e s . I f  s u c h  s ma l l s c a 1 e  fa c i l i t i e s a r e  p r a c t i c a l , a s  
i n d i c a t e d  b y  U t e , t h e n  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  fa c i l i t y l oc a t i on c ou l d  affe c t t h e  
1 0c a t i on a n d  n e e d  for t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  W i t h  t h e  v a l i d a t i o n o f  
1 0we r d e ma n d  p roj e c t i on s , o n e  o r  mor e  o f  t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  may be mo r e  
v i ab 1 e .  T h e i r  e n v i ro n me n t a l  i m p a c t s  d e s e r v e  c l os e r  s c r u t i n y .  E P A , 
t h e r e for e , r e c omme n d s  a d e t a i l e d s t u d y  of t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s , 
s u c h  a s  h y d r o , w i n d ,  a n d  c oa l - f i r e d  a c t i v i t i e s . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  PUC a p p rov e d  a Ce r t i f i c a t e  for t h i s p r oj e c t  a s  p ropo s e d  by 
Co l or ado-U t e  a n d  P SC on S e p te m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 8 3 . R EA h a s  r e v i e w e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  
a n d  n e e d  o f  t h e  p roj e c t  a n d  h a s  c on c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  3 4 5  k V  1 i n e i s  
n e e d e d . We s t e r n , P SC a n d  Co l o r a do-U t e  p e r fo r m e d  s t u d i e s w h i c h 
d e mon s t r a t e  t h a t  poo l i n g r e s ou r c e s  a n d  c on s t r u c t i n g  o n e  ma j or 
t r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m  i s  mor e  c o s t - e ff e c t i v e  t h a n c on s t r u c t i n g t h r e e  m i nor  
l i n e s  s u i t a b l e  on l y  to t h e i r  s i n g u l a r n e e d s . A j o i n t  p roj e c t  wou l d ,  i n  
t h e  l on g  t e r m , b e s t  m e e t  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e n e e d s  of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s . 
We s t e r n ' s  2 30 kV l i n e i s  l oa d e d  to fu l l  c a p a c i t y t h e  m a j o r i t y of t h e  t i me 
w i th  p r e s e n t  Co l o r ado-U t e  l oad s a n d  W e s t e r n ' s  t r a n s fe r s . A n y  i n c r e a s e  i n  
Co l or a do-U te l oa d s  s e r v e d  by t h i s  l i n e r e d u c e  n e c e s s a ry We s t e r n  t r a n s f e r s  
to A r i zon a . We s t e r n  c a n n o t  r e mo v e  i t s 2 3 0  k V  l i n e from s e r v i c e for 
u p r a t i n g u n t i l a p a r a l l e l 1 i n e i s  c on s t r u c t e d . 

Co l or ado-U t e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  a n y  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  to be ope r a t i on a l l y a n d  
f i n a n c i a l l y  f e a s i b l e ,  mu s t  u s e  Co 1 0 r ado-U t e ' s  m a j o r  g e n e r a t i o n r e s ou r c e s  
t h a t  e x i s t i n  t h e  C r a i g  a n d  H a yd e n , Co l o r a d o  a r e a . T h i s i s  wh e r e t h e  
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mo s t  amp l e  s ou r c e s  of powe r a v a i l a b l e  to Co l o r a do-U t e  a r e  l oc a t e d , a n d  to 
i g nore  t h e s e  e x i s t i n g g e n e r a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  to c o n s t r u c t  n e w  on e s  
s u c h  a s  h y d r o , w i n d  a n d  n e w  c oa l - f i r e d  fa c i l i t i e s i n  o r d e r  to s o l v e  a 
t r a n s m i s s i o n c a p a c i ty p rob l em wo u l d  b e  d u p l i c a t i v e a n d  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  
f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n  on c o n s u me r s . 

A l te r n a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  by E PA we r e  c on s i d e r e d  a n d  
e l i m i n a t e d  f rom f u t h e r  a n a l y s i s i n  t h e  S D E I S .  T h e y  we r e  e l i m i n a t e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s a t i s fy t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ' n e e d s , t h e y  we r e  not  
e conom i c a l , o r  t h ey we r e  on l y  a t e mpo r a ry s o l u t i o n to me e t  some of t h e  
n e e d s  for t h e  p ro j e c t  ( s e e  S e c t i on 3 . 3  o f  t h e  S D E I S  f o r  f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s i on ) . A l a r g e  n u m b e r o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  we r e  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  
b e fo r e  R EA c ame to t h e  c on c l u s i on t h a t  t h e  3 4 5  k V  p ro po s a l  w a s  t h e  
p r efe r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e .  R E A  h a s  c on c l u d e d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t i on of 
a l te r n a t i v e s  s u c h  as t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  by E PA wou l d  not r e v e a l a no t h e r  mor e  
favor a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Comme n t  2 
Page 1 - 1 0 :  T h e  fou r t h  p a r a g r a p h  s t a t e s , " No p u b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c s t u d i e s 
to d a t e  h a v e  s hown a d v e r s e  e ffe c t s  on h u ma n s  f rom e l e c t r o s t a t i c a n d  
e l e c t romag n e t i c f i e l d s p rod u c e d  b y  3 4 5  k V  l i n e s " . I t  s hou l d  b e  not e d  
howe v e r , t h a t  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  i s  r a i s i n g s i g n i f i c a n t  q u e s t i on s  
c on c e r n i n g t h e  b i oe ff e c t s  of e l e c t r i c a n d  ma g n e t i c  f i e l d s .  An  e x amp l e  i s  
D r . N a n cy W e r t h e i me r ' s  e p i d e m i o l og i c a l  s t u d i e s wh i c h h a v e  fou n d  
c o r r e l a t i on s  b e t we e n  6 0  H z  ma g n e t i c  f i e l d s  a n d  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  c a n c e r . 
We r e c omme n d  a mor e  e x t e n s i v e r e v i e w of t h e  c u r r e n t  l i t e r a t u r e i n  t h i s  
a r e a . 

Re spon s e  
R EA a n d  t h e  proj e c t  p a r t i c i pa n t s  h a v e  c o n d u c t e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e r e v i e w of 
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  a n d  co n s u l t e d  w i t h  DO E a n d  o t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i on s  r e g a r d i n g b i oe f f e c t s  o f  e l e c t r i c  a n d  ma g n e t i c f i e l d s . 
Appe n d i x  B i n c l u d e s  a b i b l i og r a p h y  of s ome of t h e  p u b l i c a t i on s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  of R E A  a n d  t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s . T h e  c o n c l u s i o n r e a c h e d  
a f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e me n t  i n  t h e  S D E I S  i s  v a l i d  " t h a t  n o  p u b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c s t u d i e s to 
d a t e  h a v e  s hown a d v e r s e  e f fe c t s  on h u ma n s  f rom e l e c t ro s t a t i c  a n d  
e l e c t romag n e t i c f i e l d s p r od u c e d  b y  3 4 5  k V  l i n e s . "  Co n c l u s i o n s  f rom E PA ' s 
own s po n s or e d  r e s e a r c h ,  wa s s ta t e d  a s  fo l l ow s : " I t  a l s o a p pe a r s  to b e  
r e a son a b l y  we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  norma l e n v i ronme n t  p rod u c e d  by s u c h  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  ( 60 H z , 700 k V  o r  h i g h e r ) doe s n o t  p r od u c e  a n y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  h e a l t h  o r  e n v i ronme n t a l  r i s k s . "  < I I T  Re s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e , 
1 9 7 9 )  D r . W e r t h e i me r ' s  e p i d e m i o l ogy r e s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  on 
d i s t r i b u t i on l i n e s  i n  a n  u r b a n  s e t t i n g w h e r e  t h e s e  l i n e s  we r e  i n  c l o s e  
p ro x i m i ty to r e s i d e n c e s . F u l ton ( 1 9 80 ) c on d u c t e d  a s i m i l a r s t u dy i n  
Rhode I s l an d  a n d  fou n d  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t we e n  c h i l d hood l e u k e m i a a n d  
e l e c t r i c  powe r d i s t r i b u t i on fa c i l i t i e s . A f t e r  p u b l i c a t i on o f  F u l ton ' s  
r e s u l t s ,  We r t h e i m e r  a n d  L e e p e r  ( 1 9 80 ) offe r e d  i n  p a r t  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  
c omme n t s , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t  t h e i r  own f i n d i n g s  may h a v e  b e e n  p r e s u m p t uou s : 
" We f e e l t h e  R h o d e  I s l a n d  r e s u l t s  h a v e  c l a r i f i e d a n  i m po r t a n t  r e s e a r c h  
po i n t :  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  many e x po s u r e  sou r c e s  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i on s h i p  o f  s u c h  
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s ou r c e s  to v a r i ou s  popu l a t i on c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  not  
f r u i tf u l to p u r s u e  the  mag n e t i c  f i e l d / c a n c e r  r e l a t i on s h i p  t h ro u g h  
e p i d em i o l og i c s t u d i e s ,  e x c e p t  w h e r e  a r e a s on a b l y  u n e x po s e d  popu l a t i on a n d  
c a r e f u l l y ma t c h e d  con t ro l  g ro u p  c a n  b e  a s s u r e d . 

Comme n t  3 
P a g e  3 - 1 0 ,  t h i r d p a r a g r a p h : H e r e  i t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m l n l mu m  
r i g h t-of-way w i l l  b e  1 50 f e e t  i n  w i d t h . F rom F i g u r e  0- 3 ,  t h i s  w i d t h 
c or r e s pon d s  to a n  e l e c t r i c f i e l d  a t  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  ROW of 1 . 8 k V / m  for 
the hor i zon t a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n and 0 . 9  k V / m  for the d e l t a  c on f i g u r a t i on .  
We  be l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f i e l d  a t  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  ROW s hou l d  b e  
1 kV / m .  H e n c e , i t  i s  o u r  op i n i on t h a t  t h e  hor i zon t a l  c on f i g u r a t i on 
d e s i g n s hou l d  be mod i f i e d to l owe r t h e  e d g e -of-ROW e l e c t r i c f i e l d  
s t r e n g t h . Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  i f  c on s t r u c t i on of a n  a d j a c e n t  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e 
i s  a s e r i ou s  po s s i b i l i t y ,  a s  S e c t i on 3 . 2 . 3  s u g g e s t s , t h e  f u t u r e  
a v a i l a b i l i ty o f  a d d i t i on a l  l a n d  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  ROW s ho u l d  b e  c on s i d e r e d . 

Re s pon s e  
R EA a n d  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  co n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d s a t  t h e  
e d g e  o f  t h e  ROW f o r  t h e  hor i zon t a l  d e s i g n wou l d  not  po s e  a h e a l t h  r i s k . 
T h i s  c o n c l u s i on i s  b a s e d  u pon t h e  r e v i e w of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 5 . 1  of t h i s  F E I S . A c q u i s i t i on of a d d i t i o n a l  ROW i s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  Se c t i on 2 . 1  o f  t h i s  F E I S .  

Comme n t  4 
P a g e  5 - 6 3 , t h i r d  p a r a g r a p h : T h i s  s e c t i on s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l i n e w i l l  n o t  
i n d u c e  c u r r e n t s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  3 . 5  m A  t h ro u g h  l a r g e  me t a l l i c  o b j e c t s  
a c cord i n g to R E A  c a l c u l a t i on s . I t  i s  u n c e r t a i n f rom t h e  D E I S  w h a t  t h i s  
n umbe r r e p r e s e n t s  b e c a u s e  t wo s e n t e n c e s  l a t e r ,  t h e  D E I S  s t a t e s , I t  • • •  t h e  
ma x i mu m  i n d u c e d  e l e c t ro s t a t i c c u r r e n t  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n t i c i p a t e d  v e h i c l e  
wou l d  not  e x c e e d  t h e  5 mA 1 e v e l . . .  1 t  A s s um i n g  t h a t  5 mA i s  t h e  
t h eor e t i c a l  ma x i m u m  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  a n d  n o t  t h e  p ro b a b l y  a c t u a l  c u r r e n t , 
a n d  re a l i z i n g t h a t  v a l u e s  a s  h i g h a s  90% of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  ma x i m u m  
i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  h a v e  be e n  me a s u r e d , a 4 . 5  m A  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t  i s  w i t h i n  
t h e  r a n g e  of pos s i b i l i ty .  T h i s  i s  mo r e  t h a n t w i c e  t h e  c u r r e n t  t h a t  m a n y  
ad u l t s wou l d  con s i d e r  p a i n fu l a n d  wh i c h co u l d  c a u s e  a n  a d u l t to w i t h d r aw 
i n vo l u n t a r i l y .  S u c h  s t a r t l e  r e a c t i on s  a r e  po t e n t i a l l y  d a n g e rou s to 
wo rke r s  who m i g h t  r e c o i l i n to mov i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  c on s t r u c t i on 
ma c h i n e ry ,  for e x amp l e .  

An  add i t i on a �  con c e r n  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  l i ke l y  t h a t  a t  4 . 5  mA , a c h i l d  wou l d  
be  u n a b l e  to r e l e a s e  t h e  so u r c e  of a n  i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t .  T h i s l e v e l 
a p p ro x i ma t e s c u r r e n t s  w h i c h cou l d  r e s u l t  i n  t e t a n y  i n  t h e  c h e s t  mu s c l e s 
a n d  po s s i b l y  r e s p i r a tory a r r e s t . W h i l e  t h i s  i s  a n  e x t r e me l y  u n l i ke l y  
e v e n t  t h a t  h a s  n e v e r , to o u r  k n ow l e d g e , oc c u r r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of a 
powe r - l i n e i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t .  a r e c e n t  D e p a r tme n t  of E n e r g y  R e po r t  
( DO E / EV-00 5 6 ) r e f e r e n c e s  two s i t u a t i on s  i n  w h i c h c h i l d r e n  w e r e  k i l l e d by 
c u r r e n t s  of 7 - 8  mA o A c c o r d i n g l y ,  we fe e l  R EA wo u l d  e x e r c i s e good 
j u d gme n t  i n  co n s i d e r i n g  a l ow e r  i n d u c e d - c u r r e n t  d e s i g n .  
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I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n , R EA i s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  po t e n t i a l  e x po s u r e  b e  
a l l ow e d  t o  b e  w i t h i n  a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  f r a c t i o n of t h e  l e t h a l  l e v e l fo r a 
c h i l d .  We q u e s t i o n t h e  w i s dom of t h i s  e v e n  thou g h  4 . 5  mA i s  b e l ow t h e  
5 mA N a t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  Cod e  s t a n d a r d  a n d  t h e  Ame r i c a n N a t i on a l  
S t a n d a r d s  I n s t i t u t e s t a n d a r d . 

Re s po n s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r  to S e c t i o n 2 . 2 . 5 . 1  o f  t h i s  F E I S . 

3 . 3 . 5  F e d e r a l H i gh way Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Comme n t  1 
We n o t e  t h a t  t h e  doc u me n t  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  to t h e  Co l o r ado a n d  N e w  Me x i co 
S t a t e  C l e a r i n g H o u s e s :  howe v e r , s i n c e  t h e  H i g h way De p a r tme n t s  o f  b o t h  
s t a t e s  r e q u i r e a p e r m i t b e fo r e  c ro s s i n g S t a t e  or F e d e r a l  h i g h way s , we 
wou l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e c op i e s of t h i s  doc u me n t  for r e v i e w .  T h i s  
a c t i o n wou l d  a s s u r e  t h e i r  i n v o l v e me n t  i n  t h i s  i mpor t a n t p r oj e c t . 

R e s pon s e  
Cop i e s  of t h e  S D E I S  we r e  p r e v i ou s l y  s e n t  to t h e  Co l o r ado a n d  N e w  Me x i c o 
S t a t e  H i g h way D e p a r t me n t s . 

3 . 3 . 6  Fe d e r a l  Av i a t i on A d m i n i s t r a t i on 
Comme n t  1 
D u r i n g you r p l a n n i n g p r oc e s s  for d e t e r m i n i n g f i n a l  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
rou t i n g ,  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  no t i c e to t h e  F e d e r a l  Av i a t i on Ad m i n i s t r a t i on 
( FAA ) , i s  r e q u i r e d  w h e n  a n y  s t r u c t u r e  wo u l d  e x c e e d  200 fe e t  above  g rou n d  
o r  w h e n  a n y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  2 0 , 000 fe e t  o f  a p u b l i c  u s e a i r po r t  w i t h  a 
r u n way mo r e  t h a n  3 2 00 fe e t  i n  l e n g t h  e x c e e d s  a 1 00 : 1  s l op e  f rom t h e  
a i r po r t ( w i t h i n  1 0 , 000 f e e t  o f  a p u b l i c  u s e  a i r po r t w i t h  a r u n way n o t  
mor e  t h a n  3 2 00 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  e x c e e d s a 50 : 1  s l op e  f rom t h e  a i r por t ) . 

Re s po n s e  
A s  s t a t e d  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h e  F E I S , " T h e  propo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e 
w i l l  be con s t r u c t e d  i n  c omp l i a n c e  w i t h  a l l a p p l i c a b l e  Fe d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  
to m i n i m i ze i n t e rf e r e n c e  w i t h  a n y  e x i s t i n g t r a n s por t a t i on s y s t e m s  o r  to 
r e d u c e  h a z a r d  to a i r po r t s  o r  n a v i g a b l e  a i r s p a c e . "  FAA w i l l  be no t i f i e d 
i f  a n y  s t r u c t u r e s e x c e e d  60 m ( 2 00 f e e t )  o r  a r e  l oc a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i ty 
( a s d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  c omme n t )  of a n  a i r por t . 

3 . 3 . 7  Co l or ado D i v i s i on of W i 1 d l  i fe 
Comme n t  1 
Se v e r a l  a r e a s  we r e  l oc a t e d  a l on g  t h e  p ropo s e d  c or r i dor t h a t  w i l l  b e  
h a z a r d o u s  to a i r c r a f t  i n  o u r  l i n e o f  wor k  i f  not  ma r k e d  f o r  h i g h 
v i s i b i l i ty .  T ho s e  a r e a s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d a s : D r y  C r e e k  T4 7 N , R l l W ,  S2 ; 
Hor s e f l y  C r e e k  T4 6 N , R l l W ,  S 1 9 ;  No r t h  C r e e k  T 4 5 N , R 1 1 W ,  S 3 0 ; M c Ke n z i e 
C r e e k  T 4 5 N , R 1 1 W ,  S 3 1 ; S a n  M i g u e l R i v e r  T 4 4 N , R 1 2 W ,  S 1 4 ;  B e a v e r C r e e k  
T43 N , R 1 2 W ,  S 4 ; Nor t h  S i d e Do l o r e s R i v e r  C a n yon T 3 7 N , R 1 4W ,  S 5 ; Los t 
Ca n yon T 3 7 N , R 1 3 W , S 3 0 ; We s t , M i d d l e ,  E a s t  M a n c o s  R i v e r  C a n yon s a r e  
c a n d i d a t e  a n d  m a y  r e q u i r e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n u pon c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n ; a n d  i t  
i s  r e c omme n d e d  t h a t  t h e  towe r s  a n d  s p a n  be  ma r k e d  w i t h  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  
o r a n g e  s p h e r e s . 

3 - 1 8  



Re_s pon s e  
Af te r t h e  f i n a l  a l i g n me n t  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e h a s  b e e n  d e t e rm i n e d , 
t h o s e  a r e a s  1 i s t e d  above t h a t  a r e  c ro s s e d  by t h e  l i n e w i l l  b e  e v a l u a t e d  
a s  t o  a i r c r a f t  h a z a r d . I f  a h a z a r d  e x i s t s , a i r c r a f t  h a z a r d  ma r ke r s  wou l d  
be  i n s t a l l e d .  

Comme n t  2 
Road c l o s u r e s s hou l d  b e  i mp l e me n t e d  on a l l roa d s  wh i c h we r e  c on s t r u c t e d  
o r  op e n e d  for t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i n e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h o s e  a r e a s  w h e r e  road s 
o r  v e h i c u l a r a c c e s s  d i d not  p r e v i ou s l y  e x i s t s hou l d  b e  c o n ta i n e d  w i t h  
con t ro l l e d a c c e s s  po i n t s  ( l oc ke d  g a t e s )  a n d  b e  u s e d  on l y  a s  n e c e s s a ry for 
ma i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  l i n e .  I f  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e i s  s e l e c t e d , t h e  
D i v i s i on s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  v e h i c u l a r a c c e s s  i n to Hor s e f l y  a n d  
M c Ke n z i e c a n yo n s  b e  c l o s e d  p e rma n e n t l y  fo l l ow i n g  c o n s t r u c t i on . 

Re spon s e  
P l e a s e  s e e  r e s po n s e  to Comme n t  9 8  i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1  o f  t h i s  F E I S .  

Comme n t  3 
Any s ta te w i l d l i fe a r e a  l a n d  n e e d e d  for t h e  ROW s ho u l d  b e  r e p l a c e d  
( r a t h e r  t h a n  ROW p u r c h a s e d ) w i t h  e q u a l v a l u e l a n d , p r e f e r ab l y  a d j a c e n t  to 
t h e  affe c t e d  p rope r ty . A powe r l i n e ROW wou l d  n e g a t e  mo s t  d e v e l opme n t  
p r ac t i c e s  t h e  DOW m i g h t  i mp l e me n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e , t h e r e fo r e , t h i s  l a n d  
s hou l d  b e  r e p l a c e d . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  con t a c t  t h e  CDOW a n d  n e go t i a t e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 
c ros s i n g CDOW ma n a g e d  l a n d s . I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  
CDOW c a n  r e a c h  a n  a g r e e me n t  i n  a t i me l y  ma n n e r  for s u c h  e a s e me n t s . 

Comme n t  4 
C a l v i n g a n d  fawn i n g a r e a s  a r e  to b e  a vo i d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i od May 1 5  
t h rou g h  J u n e  1 5 . T h i s  i s  r e c omme n d e d  for e l e v a t i on s  7 500- 1 0 , 000 fe e t . 

R e s pon s e  
T i m i n g of c on s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s wo u l d  b e  p l a n n e d  i n  c oope r a t i o n w i t h  
l a n d  m a n a g eme n t  a n d  f i s h  a n d  w i 1 d 1  i f e a g e n c i e s  t o  m i n i m i z e d i s t u r b a n c e s  
d u r i n g t h e  r e p rod u c t i v e s e a so n s  of s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  mu l e  d e e r , e l k  a n d  
a n t e l op e . 

Comme n t  5 
L a n d  u s e  a ge n c i e s w i l l  r e c omme n d  a m i x t u r e  of v e ge t a t i v e s p e c i e s  to b e  
u s e d  i n  r e v e g e t a t i n g t h e  R O W  fo l l ow i n g  c on s t r u c t i on . T h e  DOW r e c omme n d s  
t h a t  b rows e  ( l ow s h r u b )  s p e c i e s b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  m i x o n  b i g  game 
w i n t e r  r a n g e  a r e a s . L a n d  u s e  a g e n c i e s s ho u l d  r e q u i r e t h a t  e r o s i o n 
p rob l e m s  b e  a d d r e s s e d  a n n u a l l y  a s  p a r t  of t h e  ROW a g r e e me n t . T h e  
D i v i s i on p r e fe r s  t h a t  a s t r a i g h t  1 i n e effe c t  b e  a vo i d e d  a l on g  a n y  
c or r i do r . T h e  DOW r e c omme n d s  t h a t  c o r r i do r s  u n d u l a te a l on g  t h e  e d g e  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e e f fe c t . U n d u l a t i n g l i n e s  w i l l  be n e f i t w i l d l i fe 
mor e  a n d  c ou l d  b e  c on s i d e r e d  a s  a m i t i g a t i on e f f e c t .  A l s o , s h r u b s  l e s s  
t h a n  1 5  fe e t  i n  h e i g h t  s hou l d  r e ma i n  a s  mu c h  a s  po s s i b l e .  
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Re spon s e  
The  c omme n t  o n  i n c l u d i n g b row s e  s p e c i e s i n  t h e  r e v e g e t a t i on m i x t u r e  i s  
no t e d  a n d  w i l l  b e  e v a l u a t e d  by t h e  l a n d  m a n a g e me n t  a g e n c i e s  d u r i n g t h e  
s e l e c t i on o f  a r e v e g e t a t i on m i x t u r e . 

Page s 5 - 1 6  a n d  5 - 7 5  of t h e  S D E I S  s t a t e t h a t  a n y  p rob l e m w i t h  c on d u c to r  
c l e a r a n c e  o r  s o i l e ro s i on wou l d  b e  note d a n d  c o r r e c t e d  d u r i n g  ma i n te n a n c e  
i n s pe c t i on s . 

Page  5 - 1 5 a n d  5 - 7 5  of t h e  S D E I S  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  U S DA / U S D I  
p u b l i c a t i on E n v i r o n me n t a l  C r i te r i a  for E l e c t r i c a l  T r a n s m i s s i on Sys t e m s  
wou l d  b e  fo l l owe d to t h e  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e  d u r i n g t h e  d e s i g n ,  
con s t r u c t i on a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  p ro po s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e .  T h i s  
p u b l i c a t i on a d v o c a t e s u n d u l a t i n g e d g e s  a n d  f e a t h e r i n g  of v e g e t a t i on i n  
t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e ROW . R e f e r  to t h e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  1 2  i n  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 3 . 

Comme n t  6 
T h e  S t a t e me n t  r e por t s  t h a t  t h e  l i n e w i l l  be r a p to r  p roof e d  u pon 
c on s t r u c t i on a c c o r d i n g to the s t a n d a r d  g u i d e l i n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  for t h i s  
p rot e c t i on .  T h e  D i v i s i o n con c u r s  w i t h  t h i s  a c t i o n . 

Re spon s e  
No r e s pon s e  r e q u i r e d . 

Comme n t  7 
T h e  DOW p r e fe r s  A l t e r n a t i v e E a l i g n me n t  i n  t h e  Gov e r n me n t  S p r i n g s  a r e a  
sou t h  o f  Mon t r o s e .  A l t e r n a t i v e E i s  a d j a c e n t  to a p r e s e n t  l i n e a n d  wou l d  
not go t h ro u g h  n e w  a r e a s  a s  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e doe s . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  age n c i e s ' s  p r e fe r r e d  c o r r i dor i s  A l t e r n a t i v e A b e twe e n  Mon t ro s e  a n d  
t h e  No r wood S u b s t a t i on s i t e b e c a u s e  i t  wou l d  h a v e  l e s s  i mp a c t  on s m a l l 
p r i v a t e  l a n d  p a r c e l s  a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n s . 

Comme n t  8 
Con s t r u c t i o n d u r i n g  h u n t i n g s e a s on s ( Oc tob e r  1 5  t h ro u g h  Nov e m b e r  1 5 ) w i l l  
be  i n c omp a t i b l e  w i t h  a c t i v i t i e s on s t a t e  w i l d l i fe a r e a s  t h a t  h av e  b i g 
g ame . T h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to u s e  l i n e c on s t r u c t i on a c c e s s  
roa d s on p u b l i c  l a n d s  d u r i n g h u n t i n g s e a s on s . T h i s  c a n  c a u s e  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  wor k  c r e w s , affe c t  t h e i r  s a f e ty , a n d  a l l ow c on s i d e r a b l e  
u n n e c e s s a r y  off road v e h i c l e  u s e . 

Re s po n s e  
Con s t r u c t i o n d u r i n g t h e  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  w i l l  b e  e v a l u a t e d  o n  a s i t e 
s p e c i f i c  b a s i s .  I n  t h o s e  a r e a s  w h e r e  h u n t i n g a n d  c on s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s  
wou l d  b e  i n c ompa t i b l e ,  c on s t r u c t i on ac t i v i t i e s  wou l d  b e  c u r t a i l e d .  
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Comme n t  9 
T h e  Bodo W i l d l i fe A r e a  con t a i n s a l a n d  u s e  c o v e n a n t  w h i c h may r e q u i r e 
ap p rov a l  by N a t u r e  Con s e r v a n c y  a n d  t h e  B u r e a u  of Ou t door R e c r e a t i on for 
i mp l e me n t a t i on of l i n e c on s t r u c t i on o n  the a r e a  ( No t e : T h e  c o v e n a n t s  
a p p l y  t o  t h e  M a p c o  p i p e l i n e ) . M i t i g a t i o n i n  t h e  fo r m  of l a n d  e x c h a n g e  
w i l l  mo s t  l i k e l y  be  r e c omme n d e d  a s  w a s  t h e  M a p c o  c a s e . 

Re spon s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r t o  t h e  r e s pon s e  t o  yo u r  Comme n t  3 .  

Comme n t  1 0  
T h e  DOW h a s  no r e c omme n d a t i on s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e fe r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e on 
t h e  sou t h e r n  rout e . 

R e s po n s e  
N o  r e s po n s e  r e q u i r e d . 

3 . 3 . 8  C i ty / Cou n ty P l a n n i ng G r a n d  J u n c t i on ,  Me s a  Cou n ty 
Comme n t  1 
( P .  1 - 1 0 )  I n  t h e  a r e a  of h u man  h e a l t h a n d  we l f a r e , a l l d a ta o n  t h e  
b i o l og i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  o f  t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e s  s hou l d  b e  
r e s e a r c h e d . A r e v i e w o f  on l y  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  s t u d i e s i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e .  
I n  a d d i t i on ,  t h e  B i b l i og r a p h y  l i s t s  o n l y  two p u b l  i c a t i on s  r e l a te d  to th e 
b i o l og i c a l  e f fe c t s  of t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s . T h i s  D e p a r tme n t  r e c omme n d s  
t h a t  a comp l e t e  a s s e s s me n t  o f  t h e  b i o l og i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h e f fe c t s  of 
t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s  on h u ma n s  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  E I S  a n d  a c om p l e t e' 
b i b l i og r a p h y  of r e s e a r c h e d  m a t e r i a l a l s o be i n c l u d e d . 

R e s pon s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r t o  S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 5 . 1 a n d  A p p e n d i x  B o f  t h i s  F E I S .  

Comme n t  2 
( T a b l e 2 - 1 , 1 - 2 )  T h e s e  t a b l e s s how a p roj e c t e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  powe r a n d  
e n e r gy r e q u i r e me n t s  for G r a n d  Va l l e y R u r a l Powe r . A n n e x a t i on s  b y  G r a n d  
J u n c t i o n , F r u i t a  a n d  P a l i s a d e  w i l l  t r a n s fe r  a r e a s  s e r v e d  b y  G V R P  to 
P u b l i c  Se r v i c e Com p a n y  as p e r  t h e i r  f r a n c h i s e .  H a v e  a n n e x a t i o n s  be e n  
c on s i d e r e d  for t h e s e  p roj e c t i o n s ?  I f  s o , w h a t  i s  t h e  r a t i on a l e for 
i n c r e a s e d  powe r a n d  e n e r g y  d e ma n d ? I f  not , an a n a l y s i s  of po s s i b l e  
l o s s e s  to P u b l i c  S e r v i c e s ho u l d b e  i n c l u d e d . 

Re spon s e  
Co l or ado-U t e ' s  Powe r Re q u i r e me n t s  S t u d y  i s  b a s e d  l a r g e l y  u pon t h e  
p roj e c t i o n s  ma d e  b y  e a c h o f  i t s 1 4  me m b e r  s y s t e m s . G r a n d  Va l l e y R u r a l  
Powe r , b e fo r e  comp l e t i n g i t s mo s t  r e c e n t  Powe r Re q u i r e me n t s  S t u d y , 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a j o i n t  r e v i e w of a r e a  g r owt h w i t h  P S C  a n d  t h e  C i ty of 
G r a n d  J u n c t i o n for t h e  p u r p o s e  of i d e n t i fy i n g  po s s i b l e a n n e x a t i o n s . T h i s 
i n forma t i o n wa s s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  G r a n d  Va l l e y ' s  Powe r 
Re q u i r e me n t s  S t u d y . T h i s s t u d y  s h ows t h a t  a l t h o u g h  G r a n d  Va l l e y h a s  l o s t  
l oad s i n  t h e  p a s t d u e  to a n n e x a t i o n ,  i t s r u r a l a r e a s  h a v e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
s u s t a i n e d  a s t e a d y  g rowt h . I t  f u r t h e r  s h ow s t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  amou n t  of 
G r a n d  Va l l e y ' s l oa d  i s  i n  r u r a l a r e a s  a n d  i s  not l i ke l y  to be s u b j e c t  to 
c i ty a n n e x a t i on s . G rowt h  i n  t h e s e  r u r a l  a r e a s  i s  e x p e c t e d  to c o n t i n u e  t o  
ove r s h adow l oa d  l o s s e s  d u e  to c i ty a n n e x a t i on .  
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Comme n t  3 
( P .  2 - 8 ) W h a t  a r e  " s e v e r e  e c onom i c a n d  s oc i a l p e n a l t i e s ? "  A 
g e n e r a l i z a t i on of t h i s  m a g n i t u d e  i s  not a n  a c c e p t a b l e  r a t i on a l i z a t i on for 
the n e e d  for t h i s  p r oj e c t .  

R e s pon s e  
I f  a d e q u a t e t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty i s  not con s t r u c t e d , Co l ora do-U t e  
memb e r s  i n  s o u t h we s t  Co l o r a d o  wo u l d  h a v e  to p l a c e  a mo r a to r i um o n  n e w  
e l e c t r i c  s e r v i c e con n e c t i on s  a n d  t o  c u r t a i l s e r v i c e t o  some c o n s u me r s  
d u r i n g p rob l e m p e r i od s . S u c h  d e v e l opme n t s wou l d  h a v e  a n  i mp a c t u pon 
l oc a l  e c onom i e s  and c a u s e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  to con s u me r s . An  u n r e l i a b l e  
powe r s u p p l y  c ou l d  a l s o  d i s c o u r ag e  f u t u r e  e conom i c g rowth  i n  a n  a r e a . 

Comme n t  4 
( P .  2 - 2 2 ) W h a t  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  of t h e  popu l a t i on for G r a n d  J u n c t i on a n d  
s u b u r b a n  a r e a s ? W h a t  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a  doe s t h i s  c o v e r .  T h e  D e p a r tme n t  
e s t i ma t e s  t h e  1 9 8 3  po p u l a t i on for Me s a  Cou n ty to b e  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  8 7 , 500 
pe r son s , w i t h  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  7 5 , 000 p e r son s l i v i n g b e t we e n  F r u i t a a n d  
P a l i s a d e . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  i n forma t i on u s e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  w a s  p rov i d e d  by P S C . T h e  u p d a t e d  
i n forma t i o n i s  n o t e d . 

Comme n t  5 
( P . 3- 4 )  W h a t  a r e  " a c c e p t a b l e  l e v e l s of r a d i o / te l e v i s i on i n t e r f e r e n c e ? "  
Any i n t e rf e re n c e of r a d i o  a n d /or t e l e v i s i on r e c e p t i on to r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g 
i n  p ro x i m i ty of t h i s  p ropo s e d  l i n e wo u l d  not  b e  a c c e p ta b l e .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  l i n e wou l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  s o  t h a t  i t  doe s n o t  c on t r i b u te 
to l e s s  t h a n  FCC s a t i s f a c tory s e r v i c e u n d e r  f a i r we a t h e r  con d i t i o n s  for 
a l l r e s i d e n c e s  90 m ( 300 f e e t )  o r  g r e a t e r  f r om the 345 kV l i n e ( S D E I S , 
P .  5 - 6 2 ) . T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  comm i tme n t  i n  t h e  
M i t i ga t i o n P l a n i n  S e c t i o n 2 . 3 :  " A n y  t e l e v i s i on o r  r a d i o  i n t e r f e r e n c e  
p rob l e m s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e wo u l d  b e  
c o r r e c t e d  t o  t h e  e x te n t  r e a s on a b l y  po s s i b l e . "  ( F E I S , Se c t i o n 2 - 3 ) . 

Comme n t  6 
( p .  5 - 1 9 ) I n c r e a s i n g t h e  d i v e r s i ty of w i l d l i fe i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a 
b e n e f i t .  D i s t u r b i n g  t h e  e co s y s t e m  may i n c re a s e  compe t i t i on b e t we e n  
s p e c i e s t h e r e by a d v e r s e l y  affe c t i n g  s ome popu l a t i on s . B e fo r e  t h e  
a s s ump t i o n t h a t  " w i l d l i fe wou l d  l i ke l y  b e n e f i t , "  c a n  b e  mad e , mor e  
d e t a i l e d s t u d y  a n d  a n a l y s i s  i s  r e q u i r e d . 

R e s pon s e  
REA b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d i e s c i t e d  i n  conj u c t i on w i t h  t h i s  s ta t e me n t , 
" w i l d l i fe wou l d  l i ke l y  b e n e f i t " ( Maye r 1 9 7 6 ,  F l e c h e r  a n d  B u s n e l  1 9 7 8 ) , 
s u p po r t  t h i s  s t a t e me n t . 
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Comme n t  7 
( P .  5 - 6 4 )  A s u mma r y  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i l a b l e  on b i o l og i c a l  h a z a r d s  
s hou l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  E I S . T h i s  D e p a r t me n t  i s  con c e r n e d  a bo u t  t h e  
pos s i b l e  b i o l og i c a l  h a z ar d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s . 
I n for ma t i o n on b i o l og i c a l  h a za r d s  of t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e s  s hou l d  b e  m a d e  
a v a i l a b l e  to i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s , a s  we l l  a s  R EA . S i n c e  t h i s a v e r y  
con t rov e r s i a l i s s u e , a mor e  d e f i n i t i v e a n a l y s i s  s hou l d  b e  i n c l u d e d . T h e  
s ta teme n t  t h a t  " R EA . . .  h a s  c on c 1  u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  kV 
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e wo u l d  not c on s t i t u t e  a b i o l og i c a l  h a za r d "  i s  tot a l l y  
i n s u ff i c i e n t . P l e a s e  a l s o s e e  c omme n t  # 1 . 

R e s pon s e  
P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  r e s po n s e  t o  you r  Comme n t  1 a n d  t h e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  1 
i n  Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 4 .  

Comme n t  8 
( P .  5 - 6 6 ) . I f  �APA i n t e n d s  to u p r a t e  i t s 2 30 kV t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e ,  w h y  
i s  t h i s  p ropo s a l n e c e s s a ry . I s  i t  not  d u p l i c a t i on ?  I f  a p a r a l l e l  l i n e 
to t h e  propo s e d  proj e c t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d , a d e q u a t e  RO� s hou l d  b e  ob t a i n e d  
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i me ,  t o  a vo i d c o n f l i c t i n g l a n d  u s e s  i f  t h e  s y s t e m  i s  
e x p a n d e d . 

Re s po n s e  
�e s t e r n ' s  e x i s t i n g R i f 1 e -C u r e c a n t i -S h i p ro c k 2 30 kV t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e i s  
a n  i n t e g r a l  compon e n t  of t h e  Co l or ado R i v e r  S to r a g e  Proj e c t  ( C RS P ) . T h i s  
l i n e  i s  h e av i l y  l oa d e d  a n d  c a n no t  be t a k e n  ou t of s e r v i c e for i t s n e e d e d  
u p r a t i n g b e c a u s e  now t h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r  way t o  s e r v e e x i s t i n g l oa d s  
w i thou t t h e  l i n e .  A f t e r t h e  propo s e d  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i o n 
l i n e  proj e c t  i s  comp l e te d , s u f f i c i e n t  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty wou l d  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  to me e t  e x i s t i n g l oa d s , a l l ow i n g �e s t e r n  to t ak e  i t s 2 30 kV 
l i n e  o u t  of s e r v i c e for u p r a t i n g .  A c q u i s i t i on of a d d i t i o n a l  RO� i s  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 1  of t h i s  F E I S .  

T h e r e  i s  n o  d u p l i c a t i on b e c a u s e  t h e  n e e d  for i n c r e me n t a l  t r a n s m i s s i on 
c ap a c i ty g rowt h  i n  s o u t hwe s t e r n  Co l or ado i s  g r e a t  e no u g h  t h a t  bot h t h e  
propo s e d  p r oj e c t  a n d  t h e  p l a n n e d  u p r a t e  a r e  v i t a l  t o  me e t  bo t h  l oc a l  a n d  
r e g i on a l  r e l i a b i l i ty n e e d s . T h e  u p r a t e  o f  �e s t e r n ' s  2 30 kV l i n e  w i l l  b e  
fu l l y  e v a l u a t e d  i n  a l a t e r r e v i e w p ro c e s s . 

Comme n t  9 
( P .  5 - 7 6 )  " H u ma n d i s t u r b a n c e  to w i l d l i fe . . .  c ou l d  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  . . . .  " 
" cou l d  be " i s  n o t  a s a t i s fa c tory m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e . 

Re s pon s e  
Loc k e d  g a t e s wou l d  b e  u s e d  to r e s t r i c t  u n a u t ho r i z e d  a c c e s s  to t h e  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e RO� . A c c e s s  road s t h a t  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d e d  wou l d  b e  
r e s h ap e d  a n d  r e s e e d e d  w h i c h wou l d  d i s co u r a g e  u n a u t h or i z e d  u s e  b y  t h e  
p u b  1 i c .  
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Comme n t  1 0  
( P .  5 - 8 2 ) W h a t  i s  t h e  b a s i s of t h e  a s s u mp t i on of " s ho r t - t e r m "  w i l d l i fe 
d i s t u r b a n c e ?  A l t e r a t i on of t h e  e co s y s t e m  may not b e  s ho r t - t e rm . W h y  i s  
t h e  p r omo t i on of mor e  d i v e r s e  s p e c i e s c on s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a pos i t i v e 
effe c t ?  I n c r e a s e d compe t i t i on d u e  to i n c r e a s e d  d i v e r s i ty may a d v e r s e l y  
affe c t  c e r ta i n pop u l a t i on s . S e e  Comme n t  #6 . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  d i s t u r ba n c e  be i n g r e f e r r e d  to o n  P a g e  5 - 8 2  i s  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  to 
w i l d l i fe d u r i n g  t h e  c on s t r u c t i on p h a s e . T h i s d i s t u r b a n c e  wou l d  be s ho r t  
t e rm . A l t e r a t i on o f  t h e  e co s y s t e m  may n o t  b e  s ho r t  t e r m , b u t  t h e  a r e a  
affe c t e d , 4 5  m ( 1 50 f e e t ) ,  wou l d  b e  m i n i ma l . Commu n i t i e s w i t h  g r e a t e r  
s p e c i e s d i v e r s i ty d i s p l ay mor e  s t a b i l i ty a n d  a r e  l e s s  l i ke l y  t o  b e  
affe c t e d  by e x te r n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s .  

Comme n t  1 1  
( P .  5 - 8 2 ) I f  t h e  fa c i l i ty i s  a b a n d on e d , t h e  ROW s hou l d  b e  r e c l a i me d . I t  
i s  r e comme n d e d  t h a t  a r e c l ama t i on p l a n b e  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h e  t i me of 
a ba n donme n t . 

R e s po n s e  
I f  t h e  fa c i l i ty i s  a b a n do n e d ,  t h e  ROW wou l d  b e  r e c l a i me d . A r e c l ama t i on 
p l a n wou l d  b e  d e v e l op e d  i n  a c cor d a n c e  w i t h  l oc a l  s t a t u t e s . 

Comme n t  1 2  
( Ge n e r a l ) T h r ou g ho u t c h a p t e r  5 ,  t h e  t e rm s  " may , "  
a p p e a r  mu c h  too f r e q u e n t l y .  T h e  p u r po s e  of t h i s  
t h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  c on s e q u e n c e s  of t h i s p r oj e c t . 
t e rm s  c o n n o t e  a l ac k  of d a ta a n d  u n d e r s ta n d i n g .  
a v a i l a b l e ,  mor e  r e s e a r c h  i s  i n d i c a t e d . 

" l i ke l y " a n d  " a p t "  
doc u me n t  i s  t o  a s s e s s  
T h e  above  r e fe r e n c e d  
I f  i n s u ff i c i e n t  d a t a  i s  

R e s po n s e  
Ba s e d  u po n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  REA a n d  t h e  coope r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s  o n  o t h e r  
proj e c t s , i t  i s  R EA ' s p os i t i on t h a t  t h e  SD E I S  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  
pot e n t i a l e n v i ronme n t a l i mp a c t s  o f  t h e  propo s e d  p r oj e c t . R EA u t i l i z e s  a 
c or r i dor c on c e p t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c e n te r l i n e e v a l u a t i on . T h i s a p p r oa c h  
a l l ow s  for mor e f l e x i b i l i t y i n  rou t i n g  t h e  l i n e ;  howe v e r , i t  mak e s  i t  
d i ff i c u l t to d e t e rm i n e  s p e c i f i c  i mp a c t s . T h e r e for e , t h e  t e r m s  " may , "  
" l i ke l y , "  a n d  " a p t "  a r e  a p p rop r i a t e . 

Comme n t  1 3  
( Pu r po s e  a n d  N e e d )  A c c o r d i n g to t he SD E I S ,  Co l or a do u t e  w i l l  own 3 7  1 / 2% 
of t h e  c ap a c i ty of t h e  propo s e d  l i n e from R i f l e t o  G r a n d  J u n c t i on a n d  50% 
from G r a n d  J u n c t i on to S a n  J u a n . W i t h  m i nor e x c e p t i on s  ( a s  not e d  a b ov e ) 
Co l o r a do-U t e  h a s  s p e c i f i e d a n d  p r oj e c t e d  t h e i r n e e d s  for t h i s p r oj e c t . 
B u t  t h e  SD E I S  h a s  no p r oj e c t i on s  for P u b l i c  S e r v i c e Com p a n y ' s  nor WA PA ' s 
s h a r e  of t h e  c ap a c i ty .  T h e  to t a l  c ap a c i ty a n d  p roj e c te d  l oa d s of a l l t h e  
u t i l i t i e s o n  t h i s  p ropo s e d  l i n e s hou l d  b e  i n c l ud e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
tota l n e e d  o f  t h e  p r oj e c t . 
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R e s po n s e  
P S C  d e v e l o p e d  fou r s c e n a r i o s for l oa d  g rowt h i n  t h e  G r a n d  Va l l e y  t h ro u g h  
t h e  y e a r  2002 . T h e  med i u m g rowt h s c e n a r i o  ( wh i c h a s s u me s t h a t  U n i on ' s  
Demo n s t ra t i on P l a n t  wou l d  b e  t h e  on l y  s h a l e  o i l v e n t u re to go i n t o  
p rod u c t i on a t  1 0 , 000 b a r re l s  p e r  d a y ) w a s  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  g u i d e  to 
d e v e l op t h e  for e c a s t for powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  a n d  n e e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . 

1 9 8 2  
A c t u a l  
9 7  

8 3  
1 0 1 

P u b l i c  S e rv i c e Com p a n y  o f  Co l or a d o  
Powe r R e q u i r e me n t s  ( i n  M W ) f o r  t h e  G r a n d  Va l l ey 

8 4  8 5  8 6  
107 1 1 2 1 1 6 

8 7  8 8  8 9  
1 2 0 1 2 4 1 2 9 

9 0  9 5  2 000 
1 3 3 1 5 8 T88 

2 00 2  
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I n t e r po l a t i on of t h e s e  p r oj e c t i on s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  1 9 9 5- 1 9 9 7  l oa d  
wou l d  b e  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  1 6 5 M W  we s t  of Cameo i n  t h e  G r a n d  Va l l ey .  I f  t h e  
l ar g e s t  g e n e r a t i on u n i t a t  Cameo a n d  t h e  R i f l e - Cameo 2 3 0  kV t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e a r e  o u t  of s e r v i c e a t  t h e  s am e  t i me ,  t h e  s y s t e m  wou l d  h a v e  o n l y  
40 MW of powe r a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s  powe r wou l d  come f rom t h e  r e m a i n i n g 
g e n e ra t i on u n i t  a t  Cameo a n d  t h e  comb u s t i on t u r b i n e s  a t  F r u i t a .  P SC ' s 
2 5  p e r c e n t  s h a r e  of t h e  p ro po s e d  p roj e c t , 1 2 5 M W , p l u s  t h e  40 M W  
a v a i l a b l e  f rom Cameo a n d  F r u i t a  wo u l d  p r ov i d e t h e  r e q u i r e d  powe r u n t i l 
t h e  l oc a l  g e n e ra t i on s o u r c e  wa s a v a i l a b l e to b e  p u t  b a c k  i n to s e r v i c e ,  o r  
u n t i l a d d i t i on a l  g e n e ra t i o n c a p a b i l i ty i s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  G r a n d  J u n c t i on 
a r e a . 

We s t e r n  w i l l  own 3 7  1 / 2 p e r c e n t  of t h e  R i f l e - G r a n d  J u n c t i on por t i o n of 
the l i n e and 5 0  p e r c e n t  of t h e  G r a n d  J u n c t i o n - S a n  J u a n  l i n e .  We s t e r n  
doe s n o t  i n t e n d  t o  u s e  i t s po r t i on o f  t h e  p ro po s e d  R i f l e - Sa n  J u a n  l i n e to 
d i r e c t l y  s e rv e  l oa d  b u t  r a t h e r  to r e l i e v e  i n a d e q u a c i e s i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
we s t e r n  Co l or a d o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s y s t e m .  T h e  a d d i t i on a l c a p a c i ty own e d  b y  
We s t e r n  w i l l  a l l ow We s t e r n  to me e t  i t s con t r a c t u a l  o b l i g a t i on s  for powe r 
d e l i v e r i e s  a n d  h e l p W e s t e r n  ma x i m i ze t h e  O i l Con s e r v a t i on P rog r am a s  we l l  
a s  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e  We s t e r n ' s  a b i l i ty to t ake a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  e co n om i c 
b e n e f i t s  a n d  f l e x i b i l i ty of h y d roge n e r a t i o n ( s e e  S e c t i on s  2 . 3  a n d  2 . 4  of 
t h€ S D E I S ) . 

3 . 3 . 9  Mon t e z uma Cou n ty 
Comme n t  1 
I n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  E I S  a n d  how i t  r e l a t e s  to Mo n t e z u m a  Cou n ty I f i n d  o n e  
maj o r  i n a d e q u a c y  a n d  h a v e  s e v e ra l o t h e r  comme n t s  on i mp rov i n g t h e  
i n forma t i on i n  t h e  doc u me n t . 

Ou r maj or goa l h e r e i s  to s e l e c t  a rou t e  for t h i s  l i n e a c ro s s 
Mon t e z u m a  Co u n ty . M u c h  i n fo r ma t i on i s  p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  e f fe c t s  of e a c h 
of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s . Y e t  t h e  i n forma t i on p r e s e n te d  doe s not  h e l p  a r r i v e  
a t  a c on c l u s i v e d e c i s i o n . Doe s t h i s  l i n e n e e d  t o  t i e  i n to t h e  Lo s t  
Canyo n  S u b s t a t i on o r  n o t ? U n t i l t h i s  q u e s t i on i s  a n s we r e d  a r o u t e  
con t a i n i n g t h e  l e a s t  i mp a c t s  c a n no t  b e  c h o s e n .  
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Re s po n s e  
T h e  3 4 5  k V  tr a n s m i s s i on s y s te m  h a s  b e e n  p l a n n e d  s u c h  t h a t  i t  wou l d  not  be 
n e c e s s a ry to t a p  the R i f l e - Sa n  J u a n  345 kV l i n e i n to t h e  Lo s t  Ca n yon 
S u b s ta t i on a s  l on g  as  We s te r n  u p r a t e s  i t s C u r e c a n t i - S h i p roc k 2 30 kV l i n e 
to 3 4 5  kV ope r a t i on i n  a t i me l y  fa s h i on .  T h e  tap  i n  a n d  o u t  of Lo s t  C a n yon 
S u b s t a t i on i s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p ropo s a l  wh i c h wou l d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
t r a n s m i s s i on g r i d  i f  We s t e r n  i s  u n a b l e t o  or s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d e l aye d i n  
con v e r t i n g  i t s R i f l e - Cu r e c a n t i - S h i p r o c k  2 3 0  kV l i n e to 3 4 5  kV op e r a t i on .  

Comme n t  2 
I f  d e ma n d s  i n c r e a s e  a s  e x p e c t e d , w h e n  w i l l  t h e  p ro po s e d  s y s t e m  b e c ome 
i n a d e q u a t e  for t h e  n e e d s  a t  Los t Canyon ? - I n s t a l l a t i on of t h e  p r opo s e d  
l i n e w i l l  r e l i e v e  l oad s o n  t h e  t wo e x i s t i n g  l i n e s  ( C / U  1 1 5 k V  a n d  We s t e r n  
2 30 k V )  i n  t h e  ar e a . A l s o , t h e  p ropo s e d  Lon g H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on w i l l  
p rov i d e a d d i t i on a l  " t r a n s m i s s i on s u p po r t  for t h e  Lo s t  C a n yon , Cor t e z , a n d  
Cahone ar e a s " ( 1 ) .  We s te r n ' s  c a p a c i ty w i l l  b e  dou b l e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  a r e a . 
W i t h  t h e  w h e e l i n g of powe r , i t  a p pe a r s  t h a t  Emp i r e s ' e x p e c t e d  d e ma n d s  
c ou l d  e a s i l y  b e  me t t h ro u g h  1 9 91 . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p ropos e d  3 4 5  kV s y s t e m  wh i c h wo u l d  i n c l u d e  a 3 4 5 / 1 1 5  kV s u b s t a t i o n a t  
Lo s t  C a n yon a f t e r  We s t e r n ' s  2 30 k V  l i n e i s  u p r a t e d  t o  3 4 5  kV , w i l l  b e  
a d e q u a te t o  p rov i d e Emp i r e w i t h  a b u l k  powe r s u p p l y  for t h e  for e s e e a b l e  
f u t u r e  ( beyond t h e  1 9 9 1  d a t e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  c omme n t ) . 

Comme n t  3 
W i l l  con s t r u c t i on of t h e  p r opo s e d  l i n e i n  a n y  way n e g a t e  t h e  n e e d  for 
u p r a t i n g We s te r n ' s  2 30 kV l i n e ?  

Re s po n s e  
Con s t r u c t i on o f  t h e  propo s e d  p roj e c t  w i l l  n o t  n e g a t e t h e  n e e d  t o  u p r a t e  
We s t e r n ' s  l i n e .  R e f e r  t o  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  8 i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 8 .  Bo t h  
l i n e s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  me e t  l oc a l  a n d  r e g i on a l  r e l i a b i l i ty n e e d s . 

Comme n t  4 
A l t h o u g h  We s te r n s '  l i n e i s  a s e p a r a t e  p ropo s a l  f rom t h i s  o n e , a d d i t i on a l  
i n forma t i on on i t  i s  n e e d e d  to e v a l u a te a n d  m i n i m i z e t h e  i mp a c t s  of t h e  
p ropo s e d  l i n e o n  Mo n t e z uma Cou n ty .  

Re s pon s e  
Re f e r  to Comme n t  8 o f  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 8 .  We s te r n  c a n no t  r emov e i t s 1 i n e f rom 
s e r v i c e for u p r a t e  u n t i l a n  a d d i t i on a l  l i n e i s  b u i l t . T h e  c on s t r u c t i on 
of t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV l i n e w i l l  prov i d e mu c h  of t h e  a d d i t i on a l  
t r a n s f e r  c a p ab i l i ty wh i c h We s te r n  r e q u i r e s . We s t e r n  w i l l  i n i t i a t e  a 
s e p a r a t e N E PA p roc e s s  on t h e  u p r a t e  so t h a t  i t s i mp a c t s  c a n  b e  t h oroug h l y  
e v a l u a t e d . 

Comme n t  5 
Se c t i on 2 . 0 P u r p o s e  a n d  N e e d  
Ta b l e  2 - 3  ( 2 )  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a n n u a l p e a k  r e q u i r e me n t s  o f  f i v e Co l or ado U t e  
memb e r s , a n d  ta b l e  2 - 3 ( 3 )  d e s c r i b e s  s ho r t fa l l i n  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty .  
R e v i e w i n g  t h i s  d a ta doe s not  g i v e a c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e  
s i t u a t i on . I s  i t  n e c e s s a ry for a u t i l i ty p rov i d e r  s u c h  a s  Co l oU t e  t o  b e  
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ab l e  to me e t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p e a k  d e ma n d  t h a t  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  w h e n  o t h e r  
l i n e s  a r e  av a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  I t  s e e m s  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  wo u l d  b e s t  
b e  s e r v e d  b y  b e i n g a b l e  to me e t  norma l p roj e c t e d  h i g h l oa d s , a n d  a l l ow i n g 
t h e  R e g i on a l  i n t e r co n n e c t e d  T r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m , d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i on 
2 . 5 ,  to p r ov i d e a d d i t i on a l powe r i f  n e c e s s a ry . 

R e s po n s e  
Co l ora do-U t e  i s  r e q u i r e d  by l aw to p rov i d e a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e to i t s memb e r  
s y s t e m s , wh i c h i n c l u d e s  m e e t i n g  t h e i r  p e ak l oa d  d e m a n d s .  Co l o r a do-U t e ,  
t h e r e fo r e , mu s t  h a v e  b o t h  t h e  g e n e r a t i on r e s ou r c e s  a n d  a d e q u a t e  
t r a n s m i s s i on c a R a c i ty t o  me e t  t h e  p e a k  l oa d . I n  some a r e a s  o f  i t s s e r v i c e 
te r r i tory , Co l o rado- U t e  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  to con t r a c t for u s a g e  of o t h e r 
u t i l i t i e s '  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s  i n  or d e r  to s e r v e memb e r  l oa d s w h e r e  
c a p a c i ty i n  t h e i r  t r a n s m i s s i on f a c i l i t i e s w a s  a v a i l a b l e .  I n  s o u t h we s te r n 
Co l orado , howe v e r ,  t h e  on l y  o t h e r  b u l k  t r a n s m i s s i on f a c i l  i ty t h a t  i s  
con n e c t e d  d i r e c t l y  to Co l o r ado-U t e  g e n e r a t i n g  r e sou r c e s i s  �e s t e r n ' s  
2 30 kV l i n e w h i c h i s  p r e s e n t l y  l oa d e d  to c a p a c i ty .  P l e a s e  r e f e r to 
S e c t i on 2 . 3 . 2  of t h e  S D E I S  for a d d i t i on a l  d i s c u s s i on .  

Comme n t  6 
S u mm i n g  t h e  c o l u m n s i n  ta b l e  2 - 3  i s  i n c o r r e c t . T h e s e  a r e  p e ak l oa d s  t h a t  
oc c u r e d  a t  o n e  t i me d u r i n g  a y e a r . To a d d  t h e m  i s  to s a y t h a t  t h e y  a l l 
oc c u r e d  a t  t h e  s ame t i me .  A s ummary of t h e  powe r Co l o r a d o  U t e  p rov i d e d  
t o  t h e i r  membe r s  a t  p e a k  t i me s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  wo u l d  b e  mo r e  r e a l i s t i c ,  
a n d  s hou l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  for compa r i s o n . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  f i v e  s o u t h we s t  Co l o r a d o  me m b e r  s y s t e m s  l i s t e d  i n  Ta b l e 2 - 3  a r e  a l l 
w i n te r  p e a k i n g  s y s t e m s  wh i c h ge n e r a l l y  p e a k  a t  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  t h e  s ame 
t i me e a c h  y e a r , u s u a l l y  c o i n c i d i n g w i t h  a p e r i od of e x t e n d e d  c o l d 
we a t h e r . T h e r e  i s  s ome d i v e r s i ty be twe e n  t h e  memb e r  s y s t e m  p e a k s  t h a t  
wou l d  r e d u c e  t h e i r  a r i t h me t i c tot a l . Howe v e r , t r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m  
l os s e s , norma l l y  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  membe r p e a k , p r e s e n t l y  of f s e t  t h e  
d i v e r s i ty f a c tor . R EA be l i e v e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e , t h e  s u m 
of t h e  c o l u m n s i n  Ta b l e  2 - 3  doe s g i v e a n  a c c u r a t e  e s t i ma t e of t h e  to t a l 
powe r r e q u i r e me n t s of t h e  f i v e sou t h we s t  Co l o r a d o  membe r s . 

Comme n t  7 
Ta b l e  2 - 3  s hows t h a t  i n  1 9 9 1  t h e  S h e l l C02 l oa d  i s  e x p e c t e d  to be 62 M W . 
I t  i s  e x pe c t e d  to i n c r e a s e  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  fo l l ow i n g y e a r s . I f  t h i s i s  
t h e  c a s e , w h y  d i d  t h ey b u i l d  a 1 1 5 kV S y s t em , c a p a b l e  of c a r r y i n g  on l y  
50 M � ?  ( p . 2 - 5 ) . Ta b l e  2 - 5  s how t h a t  Co l o  U t e e x p e c t s to n e e d  2 1 0  M W  of 
ad d i t i o n a l  c a p a c i ty i n  1 9 9 1 ; ye t by own i n g 1 / 2 of t h i s  345 l i n e ,  t h e y  
w i l l  o n l y  h a v e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  1 2 5 MW o f  c a p a c i ty .  T h u s  t h e  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e  
i n a d e q u a t e  u pon c omp l e t i o n . 
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R e s pon s e  
T h e  S h e l l C02 1 1 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m  i s  b e i n g co n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  a 
l a r g e  c a p a c i ty c on d u c tor . T h i s d e s i g n ,  c ou p l e d  w i t h  t h e  s ho r t d i s t a n c e  
to t h e  b u l k  powe r s u p p l y  l oc a te d  a t  Lo s t  C a n yon , w i l l  p rov i d e a d e q u a t e 
s e r v i c e for t h e  p roj e c t e d  S h e l l p r oj e c t  l oa d s  for t h e  for e s e e a b l e  
f u t u r e . T h e  p ropo s e d  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV l i n e w i l l  h a ve a n om i n a l  
c a p a c i ty of 500 MW . Co l o r a d o-U t e ' s  50 p e r c e n t  s h a r e  w i l l ,  t h e r e for e , b e  
a p p ro x i m a t e l y  2 50 MW b e twe e n  G r a n d  J u n c t i on a n d  t h e  S a n  J u a n  G e n e r a t i n g 
S t a t i on . 

Comme n t  8 
3 . 2 . 3  R i g h t  of W ay Con s i d e r a t i on s . Mor e  i n for ma t i on i s  n e e d e d  for 
affe c t e d  e n t i t i e s to e v a l u a t e c l e a r i n g n e e d s , v i s u a l i mp a c t s , a n d  u s e  of 
a l t e r n a t e  s u p po r t  s t r u c t u r e s . De s c r i b i n g c l e a r i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s mo r e  
f u l l y  wou l d  b e  b e n e f i c i a l . Co l o  U t e s ho u l d  wo r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  a f f e c t e d  
p a r t i e s c on c e r n i n g t h e s e  i t e m s . 

R e s pon s e  
On l y  c e r t a i n po r t i on s  o f  t h e  p ropo s e d  c o r r i dor w i l l  r e q u i r e s i g n i f i c a n t 
t r e e  c l e a r i n g .  Ge n e r a l l y ,  t h e  p i non / j u n i p e r  v e g e t a t i o n - ty p e  w i l l  r e q u i r e 
c l e a r i n g on l y  a rou n d  towe r s i te s  a ri d  t h e  r e mov a l  of a f e w  i s o l a t e d  t a l l 
d a n g e r  t r e e s  b e t we e n  s p a n s . T h e  p i n on / j u n i p e r  v e g e t a t i on - ty p e  i s  s h o r t  
a n d  h a s  a s l ow g rowt h  r a t e ; t h e r e for e , t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e w i l l  s p a n  
ov e r  t h e  t r e e s . T h e  con i f e r - a s p e n  v e ge t a t i o n - ty p e  w i l l  r e q u i r e t h e  mo s t  
t r e e  c l e ar i n g a c t i v i t i e s .  M i t i g a t i on m e a s u r e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  p rov i d i n g 
t r e e  s c r e e n s  a n d  u n d u l a t i n g bou n d a r i e s to p r e v e n t  t h e  s t ra i g h t  l i n e of 
s i g h t  v i s u a l  e f fe c t .  T r e e s  r e mo v e d  d u r i n g  ROW c l e a r i n g w i l l  b e  d i s po s e d  
o f  b y  me thod s a g r e e d  t o  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n down e r  a n d  b y  gove r n me n t a l  
a g e n c y  r e q u i r e me n t s . 

Comm e n t  9 
3 . 4 . 2  R i f l e - G r a n d  J u n c t i on 3 4 5  kV , G r a n d  J u n c t i on to S h i p roc k 2 30 kV 
T r a n s m i s s i on L i n e .  T h i s  s e c t i on a n d  t a b l e  3 . 1 s ta t e s  t h a t  t h i s  p ropo s a l  
m e e t s  t h e  n e e d s  of Co l o  U t e  & P S C , wh i l e  We s t e r n  wo u l d  h a v e  t o  c on s t r u c t  
a n  a d d i t i on a l l i n e f rom R i f l e to S h i p roc k . We s t e r n  i s  a l r e ad y  p l a n n i n g 
on n e w  c on s t r u c t i on a s  s t a t e d  i n  S e c . 3 . 7 . 2 . 4  a n d  t a b l e  5 . 4 .  

R e s pon s e  
We s t e r n  i s  n o t  p l a n n i n g  o n  c on s t r u c t i n g a n e w  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e i n  
we s t e r n  Co l or ado . W e s t e r n  a n t i c i p a t e s  a n e e d  to u p r a t e  i t s R i f l e - S h i p ro c k  
2 30 k V  l i n e t o  3 4 5  kV , a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n 3 . 7 . 2 . 4  a n d  Ta b l e  5 . 4  of 
t h e  SD E I S , e v e n  w i t h  t h e  p ropos e d  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n 3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e .  S e e  r e s po n s e  to Comme n t  4 .  

W e s t e r n  c a n no t  t a k e  i t s R i f l e - S h i p roc k 2 3 0  kV 1 i n e ou t of s e r v i c e for 
u p r a t e  to 345 kV w i t ho u t  h a v i n g a n  a l t e r n a t e  t r a n s m i s s i on p a t h , wh i c h a t  
p r e s e n t  doe s n o t  e x i s t .  I f  a 2 30 k V  l i n e we r e  c on s t r u c te d  f r om G r a n d  
J u n c t i on t o  S h i p ro c k ( a s  i n  A l t e r n a t i v e 3 . 4 . 2 ) s a t i s fy i n g  on l y  
Co l or ado-U t e ' s  r e q u i r e me n t s , W e s t e r n  wou l d  i n  a n y  e v e n t  n e e d  to c on s t r u c t  
a s e p a r a te t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e t o  me e t  i t s n e e d s . 
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Comme n t  1 0  
U p r a t i n g t h e  C u r e c a n t i - S h i p rock 2 30 kV l i n e to 3 4 5  kV i s  v e r y d e s i r a b l e ,  
a s  i t  ( 1 ) a l l ow s  t h e  u s e  of e x i s t i n g towe r s  a n d  r i g h t -of-way s , ( 2 )  a l l ow s  
t h e  Co l o  U t e  l i n e t o  a vo i d a l mo s t  a l l p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i n  Mo n t e z u ma Cou n ty , 
a n d  ( 3 )  a v o i d s  t h e  u n d e s i r a b l e  a n d  u n n e c e s s a ry i mp a c t s  of a t i e  from t h e  
Co l o  U t e  l i n e t o  t h e  Lo s t  C a n yon S u b s t a t i o n . 

Re s pon s e  
R EA a g r e e s  w i t h  you r c omme n t . 

Comme n t  1 1  
3 . 4 . 8  R i f l e- S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  L i n e  T h i s  s e c t i on s t a t e s  t h a t  by b u i l d i n g t h e  
p ropos e d  p roj e c t , We s t e r n  w i l l  not  h av e  to c on s t r u c t  n e w  fa c i l i t i e s .  
Mon t e z u ma Cou n ty h a s  b e e n  t o l d t h a t  We s t e r n  w i  1 1  u p r a t e  i t s 2 30 l i n e ,  a n d  
t h u s  w e  w i l l  not  n e e d  to b u i l d  a t i e  f rom t h e  Co l o  U t e  t o  Los t Ca n yon 
S u b s t a t i on .  Ag a i n ,  p l e a s e  c l a r i fy t h i s  d i s c r e pa n c y . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  i n t e n t  of S e c t i on 3 . 4 . 8  of t h e  S D E I S  i s  to s t a t e t h a t  t h e  p r opo s e d  
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  l i n e i s  a j o i n t  p roj e c t  a n d  t h a t  i f  a l l t h r e e  p a r t i e s  we r e  
not i n  t h e  p roj e c t  t h e y  wo u l d  n e e d  t o  b u i l d  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  1 i n e s . T h e  
p ropos e d  p roj e c t  i s  n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a l l o f  We s t e r n ' s  f u t u r e  n e e d s 
b u t  i t  doe s po s tpon e  c on s t r u c t i on o f  a d d i t i on a l  f ac i l i t i e s b y  We s t e r n . 
No t a p  l i n e b e twe e n  Lo s t  Canyon S u b s t a t i on a n d  t h e  n e w  3 4 5  kV l i n e wou l d  
b e  n e e d e d  i f  t h e  2 30 kV l i n e i s  u p r a t e d  a s  p l a n n e d . 

Comme n t  1 2  
3 . 6 . 3  A l t e r n a t i v e Towe r De s i g n s  
Th e r e  w a s  c on s i d e r ab l e  con c e r n  vo i c e d  from r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h i s  a r e a  w i t h  
t h e  v i s u a l  i mp a c t s  c a u s e d  by t h i s  1 i n e .  O f  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  w a s  w h e r e  t h e  
l i n e w i l l  c r o s s t h e  v i e w o f  t h e  LaP l a t a  Mou n t a i n s ( l i n e s e c t i o n 30e ) . I t  
s e e m s  t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i on of t h e  l i n e ,  a n d  po s s i b l y  many for e s t e d  a n d  
wood l a n d  a r e a s  cou l d  b e  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e  u s e o f  H - F r a me wood s t r u c t u r e s . 
Tab l e 3 - 4a ( p . 3- 3 9 )  s hows no d e t r i me n t s  for t h i s  type of a p p l i c a t i on . 
W h a t  c r i t e r i a  wou l d  make t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  i mp r a c t i c a l ? T h e i r  u s e  a p p e a r s  
a s  i f  i t  wou l d  b e  p r e fe r e n t i a l , a n d  s hou l d  b e  u s e d  wh e n e v e r  po s s i b l e .  

Re s pon s e  
S te e l l a t t i c e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  favor e d  o v e r  wood s t r u c t u r e s i n  t h i s  type of 
t e r r a i n b e c a u s e  t h e  s t e e l l u t t i c e  s t r u c t u r e s  a l l ow l on g e r  s p a n s a n d  
r e q u i r e l e s s  ma i n t e n a n c e  t h a n  wood s t r u c t u r e s . Howe v e r , t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
w i l l  c on s i d e r  t h e  u s e  o f  a l t e r n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n s  i n  v i s u a l l y  
s e n s i t i v e a r e a s . 

Comme n t  1 3  
3 . 7 . 1 . 2 Re sou r c e  C a t e go r i e s a n d  D a t a  I t e m  Va l u e s  H u m a n  r e s ou r c e s  - I am 
not i n  ag r e eme n t  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e s a s s i g n e d  to l ow d e n s i ty a r e a s . P r i v a t e  
l a n d s  wh e r e  t h e  a v e rage  t r a c t  s i z e i s  g r e a t e r  t h e n  80 a c r e s  h a s  b e e n  
g i v e n  a l ow i mp a c t  r a t i n g . T h e  i mp a c t  of a l i n e c ro s s i n g a p e r s on s 
prope r ty whom h a s  wor k e d  to p u r c h a s e  a n d / or ma i n t a i n a l a r g e  t r a c t of 
prop e r ty , s hou l d  not be e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i mp a c t  on p u b l i c  l a n d s .  T h i s  
c at e gory s hou l d  b e  g i v e n  a mod e r a t e  i mp a c t r a t i n g .  
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Re s po n s e  
P l e a s e  s e e  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  5 4  i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1  of t h i s  F E I S . 

Comme n t  1 4  
V i s u a l  R e s ou r c e s  - T h i s  i s  a v e ry d i ff i c u l t i mp a c t to a s s e s s , e s p e c i a l l y  
on t h e  s c a l e  n e e d e d  for t h i s  s t u d y . I r e c omm e n d  t h a t  v i s u a l  i mp a c t s  b e  
s t u d i e d on t h e  g r ou n d  b e for e f i n a l  l i n e l oc a t i on . T h i s  e ffor t s h ou l d  b e  
r e q u i r e d  o f  Co l or a do-U t e , a n d  b e  d o n e  wh i l e i n  c l o s e  c o n ta c t  w i t h  l a n d  
m a n a g e r s , l o c a l  gov e r n me n t s , a n d  l a n down e r s  ( I  s hou l d  note  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  
on v i s u a l  i mp a c t s  don e i n  t h e  Mo n t e z u ma Cou n ty " c or r i dor s t u d y "  a l s o 
n e e d s  to b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h ro u g h  f i e l d  wor k ) .  

Re s pon s e  
V i s u a l  i mp a c t s  w i l l  b e  take n i n to c on s i d e r a t i on i n  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e 
d e t e rm i n a t i on . M i t i g a t i o n mea s u r e s  fou n d  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 3  of t h i s  F E I S  
w i l l  b e  u s e d  to m i n i m i ze v i s u a l  i mp a c t s  of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  

Comme n t  1 5  
S e c t i on 4 . 6 . 1 Ve g e t a t i v e Commu n i t i e s  - Ag r i c u l t u r a l 
l a n d s  ( i n c l u d i n g p a s t u r e  a n d  g r a z i n g l a n d s )  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r l ooked  on 
f i g u r e 4-5 a n d  f i g u r e 4- 2 7 . On p r i v a t e  l a n d s  e s p e c i a l l y  i t  i s  mo r e  
i mpor t a n t t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  i s  u s e d  for g r a z i n g  t h a n  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  i t  
i s  a mou n t a i n s h r u b  c omm u n i ty type . 

R e s po n s e  
T h e  i n forma t i on d i s p l ay e d  i n  F i g u r e 4-5  w a s  c omp i l e d f rom r e s o u r c e  ma p s  
o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  b y  SCS , B LM a n d  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e Com p a n y  of 
N e w  Me x i co .  A t  t h e  s c a l e  u s e d  i n  F i g u r e  4-5 , i t  i s  d i ff i c u l t  to i n c l u d e  
s ma l l d i s p e r s e d  t r a c t s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s . A l s o  r e fe r  t o  r e s po n s e  to 
Comme n t  65 i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1  of t h i s  F E I S .  Mo r e  e x a c t  i n forma t i on w i l l  
b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o u n ty p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s e s  to l oc a t e  t h e  f i n a l  c e n t e r l i n e .  

Comme n t  1 6  
4 . 9  V i s u a l  Re s o u r c e s  - poo r l y  ma p pe d . - s e e  comme n t s  above . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  v i s u a l  a b s o r p t i on c a p a c i ty o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  ( a s  we l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  
r e sou r c e s  ma p p e d  i n  S e c t i o n 4 . 0  o f  t h e  SD E I S )  w a s  ma p p e d  a t  a s ma l l s c a l e  
so t h e  e n t i r e  s t u d y  a r e a  c ou l d  b e  m a p p e d . F i g u r e 4 . 9  i s  a g e n e r a l i ze d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i on .  L a r g e r  s c a l e wor k i n g ma p s  we r e  u s e d  to d e v e l op t h e  
cor r i d o r  p r of i l e s fou n d  i n  Se c t i on 4 . 1 2  a n d  for t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  pote n t i a l  
i mpa c t s  fou n d  i n  t h e  t a b l e s  a n d  t e x t  of Se c t i o n 3 . 7  of t h e  S D E I S . R EA a n d  
t h e  p r oj e c t  p a r t i c i pa n t s  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  me t hodo l ogy for a n a l y s i s  o f  v i s u a l  
i mp a c t s  i n  c on s u l t a t i o n w i t h  t h e  c oo p e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s . R EA b e l i e v e s  t h e  
me t hodo l ogy i s  a d e q u a t e . 

Comme n t  1 7  
4 . 1 0 L a n d  U s e  - F i g u r e 4- 1 1 doe s not  s how t h e  fou r  c a t e gor i e s  of l a n d  u s e 
d e s c r i b e d  i n  Ap p e n d i x  B .  Comme r c i a l for e s t  i s  not m a p p e d . 

Re spo n s e  
Comme r c i a l for e s t  i s  n o t  ma p p e d  o n  F i g u r e  4- 1 1 .  I t  i s  ma p p e d  o n  t h e  
cor r i d o r  p rof i l e s fou n d  i n  S e c t i on 4 . 1 2  o f  t h e  SD E I S . 
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Comme n t  1 8  
P r i me F a rm l a n d s  ( P r i me s o i l s  a s  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  SCS ) a r e  not  s hown i n  
Mo n t e z uma Co u n ty ,  b u t  m a n y  a c r e s of t h e s e  s o i l s  h a v e  b e e n  ma p p e d  b y  t h e  
SCS . 

Re s pon s �  
T h e  s o u r c e  o f  p r i me f a rm l a n d  i n forma t i on ,  I mpo r ta n t  F a rm l a n d s  of Co l o r a do , 
SCS , 1 9 80 , u s e d  to d e v e l op F i g u r e  4- 1 1 d i d n o t  s how a n y  p r i me f a r m l a n d  i n  
Mon t e z uma Cou n ty .  

Comme n t  1 9  
W h a t  i s  pot e n t i a l  c omme r c i a l fore s t ?  

R e s pon s e  
T ho s e  a r e a s  ma p p e d  a s  c omme r c i a l fore s t  i n  c or r i dor p rof i l e s fou n d  i n  
S e c t i o n 4 . 1 2  of t h e  S D E I S  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  t r e e s  of s u ff i c i e n t  s i z e to h a v e  
c omme r c i a l v a l u e .  A l l o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  may n o t  c u r r e n t l y  b e  a c c e s s i b l e ,  
h e n c e , t h e y  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  pot e n t i a l r e s ou r c e s .  

Comme n t  2 0  
Comme r c i a l for e s t s  on p r i v a t e  l a n d s  h a v e  b e e n  ov e r l ooke d ( F i g u r e  4- 2 7 ) .  

R e s pon s e  
I n for ma t i on on comme r c i a l  for e s t  r e s ou r c e s l o c a t e d  o n  p r i v a te a n d  s ta t e  
l a n d s  h a s  b e e n  ob t a i n e d  f rom t h e  Co l or a do S t a t e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e a n d  h a s  
b e e n  i n c o r por a t e d  i n to t h e  a n a l y s i s .  P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 2  a n d  
t h e  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  5 5  i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1  o f  t h i s  F E I S . 

Comme n t  2 1  
I f  pote n t i a l c omme r c i a l fore s t l a n d s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  pote n t i a l p r i me 
farm l a n d s  s h ou l d  a l so b e  i n c l u d e d  ( a s d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  S CS ) . 

R e s pon s e  
A s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  1 8 ,  I mpor t a n t  F a rm l a n d s  of 
Co l or a do doe s not s how any pote n t i a l  p r i me f a r m l a n d s  for Mon t e z u ma Cou n ty . 

Comme n t  2 2  
T h e  fo l l ow i n g  r e c r e a t i on a r e a s  i n  Mo n t e z uma Co u n ty we r e  not n o te d , 
a l t hou g h  t h e y  we r e  w i t h i n t h e  c or r i do r s  s t u d i e d .  For k s  Camp g ro u n d . 
B a u e r  Lake , a n d  J a c k s o n  G u l c h Re s e r vo i r .  

R e s pon s e  
Fork s  Camp g ro u n d  i s  l oc a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n 3 6 , T 3 9 N , R 1 4W ,  N . M . P . M . , c or r i dor 
s e gme n t  30a ; B a u e r  L a k e  i s  l oc a t e d  i n  S e c t i on 1 7 ,  T 3 6 N , R 1 3 W , N . M . P . M . .  
c or r i dor s e gme n t  30d ; a n d  J a c k s on G u l c h R e s e r vo i r i s  l oc a t e d  Se c t i on 3 .  
T 3 6 N . R 1 3 W ,  N . M . P . M . , c or r i dor  s e gme n t  30d . I f  t h e  f i n a l  a l i g n me n t  o r  
t h e  p ropo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e  i s  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i ty to a n y  of t h e s e  
r e c r e a t i on a l  r e s ou r c e s  a s  s t a t e d  on P a g e  5-8 1 o f  t h e  S D E I S . t h e  p roj e c t  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  wou l d  c oo r d i n a t e  w i t h  t h e  a p p rop r i a t e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g a g e n c y  
t o  m i n i m i z e pote n t i a l i mp a c t s . 
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Comme n t  2 3  
T ho s e  a g e n c i e s p r e p a r i n g a n  I mp a c t S ta t e me n t  mu s t  r e membe r t o  p u t  s p e c i a l  
e ffor t i n to t h e  l a n d s t h a t  a r e  not  m a n a g e d  by t h e m- n ame l y  t h e  p r i v a t e  
l a n d s . T h e  p r i v a t e  s e c to r  i s  r e p e a t e d l y  l e f t  i n c o r r e c t l y  i n v e n tor i e d ,  
a n d  u n p ro te c te d . F e d e r a l a g e n c i e s h a v e  t h e  r e s po n s i b i l i ty of a s s i s t i n g 
t h e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e i r  l a w s  of i n co r po r a t i o n . T h i s  do c u me n t  i s  v e ry w e a k  
t h ro u g hou t i n  i t s a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c to r  l a n d s . 

Re s po n s e  
T h e  u t i l i z a t i on o f  t h e  ROW ov e r  p r i v a te l a n d s  for t h e  ope r a t i o n a n d  
ma i n te n a n c e  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e b y  t h e  o p e r a to r  w i l l  b e  t h e  s ame a s  
a c ros s F e d e r a l l a n d ; howe v e r , s i n c e  on l y  e a s e me n t s  a r e  b e i n g a c q u i r e d , 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e s po n s i b i l i ty for m a n a g i n g t h e  l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e  w i l l  r e ma i n w i t h  t h e  l a n down e r s . T h e y  r e t a i n t h e  r i g h t  to u s e  t h e  
l a n d  for a n y  p u r p o s e  c on s i s te n t  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e e a s e me n t . T h e  
m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s  fou n d  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h i s  F E I S  a p p l y  e q u a l l y  to 
p r i v a te a n d  F e d e r a l l a n d . 

Comme n t  2 4  
A g r e a t  d e a l o f  e ffor t  h a s  gone  i n to t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n o f  t h i s  E I S . Ba s e d  
o n  t h e  i n fo r ma t i on con t a i n e d  i n  i t , a l on g  w i t h  fu r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  l oc a l  
con c e r n s , I wou l d  l i k e  to r e c omme n d  t h a t  no t i e  to t h e  Lo s t  Ca nyon 
S U b s ta t i on i s  n e c e s s a ry , a n d  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e C b e  c ho s e n  t h ro u g h  
Mo n t e z u ma Cou n ty .  T h e  l i n e con s t r u c te d  s ho u l d  be  a s i n g l e  c i r c u i t 3 4 5  kV 
l i n e . Mon t e z u m a  Cou n ty n e e d s  a d d i t i on a l  s y s t e m  s u p po r t , a n d  wou l d  l i ke 
to h a v e  t h i s  l i n e b u i l t  a s  s oo n  a s  po s s i b l e .  T h i s  r e s pon s e  to t h e  E I S  i s  
made w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  of i mp rov i n g t h e  doc u me n t , not  d e l ay i n g t h e  l i n e .  

Re s pon s e  
A l t e r n a t i v e  C i s  now t h e  p r e f e r r e d  c or r i dor t h ro u g h  Mon t e z u m a  Co u n ty .  No 
t i e from t h e  p ropo s e d  l i n e to Los t Ca nyon wo u l d  be c o n s t r u c t e d  i f  We s te r n  
u p r a t e s i t s 2 30 kV l i n e a s  p l a n n e d . 

3 . 3 . 1 0  S a n  M i gu e l Cou n ty 
Comme n t  1 
D u r i n g e x t e n s i v e p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  by t h e  Boa r d  of Comm i s s i on e r s  a s  a 
r e s u l t of Co l o r a do- U t e ' s  r e q u e s t  for a s p e c i a l u s e  p e r m i t ( r e q u i r e d  to 
con s t r u c t  a powe r l i n e i n  ou r Cou n ty ) , t h e  Boa r d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  rou t e  t h ro u g h  t h e  f a r  we s te r n  por t i on of ou r cou n ty b e  
c on s i d e r e d . Co l or a do-U t e  r e fu s e d  t o  make s u c h  a n  a n a l y s i s .  T h e  Boa r d  
b a s e d  t h e i r  d e c i s i on o n  t h e  b e l i e f t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i to r s t o  o u r  
Cou n ty d e s e r v e d  s u c h  a n a l y s i s .  T h e  Boa r d  d e t e rm i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  
rou t e  wou l d  b e  a l l ow e d  o n l y  i f  n o  a d d i t i on a l  towe r s  we r e  con s t r u c t e d  i n  
t h a t  c or r i dor ; i f  a d d i t i on a l  towe r s  o r  s t r u c t u r e s we r e  to b e  b u i l t  a f a r  
we s t e r n  cou n ty rou t e  mu s t  be  c on s i d e r e d . T h e  f a r  we s t e r n  a r e a  o f  t h e  
c ou n ty i s  l e a s t pop u l a t e d  a n d  u t i  l i t i e s l oc a t e d  t h e r e  wou l d  h a v e  t h e  
l e a s t  i mp a c t  on o u r  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  o u r  cou n ty .  

Co l or ado- U t e  h a s  a p p e a l e d ,  to o u r  D i s t r i c t Cou r t , t h e  Comm i s s i on e r s ' 
d e c i s i on r e f e r r e d  to abov e . No d e c i s i on by t h e  cou r t  h a s  ye t b e e n  
r e n d e re d . 
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R e s po n s e  
Two a l t e r n a t i v e co r r i d o r s i n  t h e  f a r  we s t e r n  por t i on of S a n  M i g u e l  Cou n ty 
we r e  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S . O n e  of t h e s e  c o r r i do r s was  r e f e r r e d  to a s  
t h e  B road Canyon rou t e  ( A l t e r n a t i v e 0 p .  3 - 5 4 , S D E I S )  wh i c h c on n e c te d  to 
a f u t u r e  s u b s t a t i o n s i t e i n  S a n  M i g u e l Co u n ty . T h e  o t h e r  f a r  we s te r n  
S a n  M i g u e l  Cou n ty c o r r i do r  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  fo l l ow e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
1 1 5 kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s ou t h  of N u c l a  to Lo s t  C a n yo n  S u b s t a t i o n a n d  
t h i s  cor r i dor  d i d  n o t  c on n e c t  to t h e  fu t u r e  s u b s t a t i on s i t e i n  S a n  M i g u e l 
Cou n ty .  T h i s  c or r i dor wa s s hown i n  F i g u r e s  3- 1 1  a n d  3 - 1 3 ,  a n d  i t s 
e v a l u a t i on w a s  d i s p l ay e d  i n  Ta b l e  3 - 9  of t h e  S D E I S . Bo t h  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
h a v e  l a r g e r  ov e r a l l e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s a n d  h i g h e r  c o s t s  ( Broad Ca n yon 
A l te r n a t i v e - 7  m i� l i on do l l a r s  mo r e , f a r  we s te r n  a l t e r n a t i v e - 2 2  m i l l i on 
d o l l a r s  mor e )  t h a n  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  c or r i dor i n  e a s t e r n  S a n  M i g u e l  Cou n ty . 
Any v ar i a t i on of t h e  two c o r r i do r s  e v a l u a t e d  i n  we s t e r n  S a n  M i g u e l Cou n ty 
wou l d  h a v e  s i m i l a r ov e r a l l i mp a c t s  a n d  c o s t s . A c omp a r i s o n  of 
e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  of t h e  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f rom Mon t r o s e  to t h e  
Mon t e z u ma Cou n ty- L a  P l a t a  1 i n e c a n  b e  made f rom i n fo r ma t i on p r e s e n t e d  i n  
Ta b l e s 3-8 , 3 - 9 , a n d  3- 1 0  of t h e  S D E I S .  

Comme n t  2 
Co l or a d o- U t e  h a s  s ta t e d  t h e i r i n t e n t i on to b u i l d w i t h  R E A  fu n d s  a l l 
por t i on s  of t h e  p ropos e d  3 4 5  k v  l i n e e x c e p t  t h a t  s e g me n t  p a s s i n g t h rou g h  
o u r  Cou n ty . I t  i s  my b e l i e f t h a t  s u c h  a p l a n i s  for t h e  p u r po s e  of 
a p p l y i n g b o t h  po l i t i c a l  a n d  j u d i c i a l p r e s s u r e  on t h e  Cou n ty so t h a t  
Co l or ad o- U t e  may o b t a i n " t h ro u g h  t h e  b a c k  doo r " w h a t  i t  c ou l d  n o t  .ob t a i n 
" t h r o u g h  t h e  fron t doo r " .  

R e s pon s e  
O r d i n a r i l y  R E A  doe s not  p e r m i t c on s t r u c t i on b e fo r e  a l l t h e  n e c e s s a ry 
p e r m i t s  a n d  ROW e a s e me n t s  h a v e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d . On o c c a s i on ,  w h e n  t h e  n e e d  
h a s  a r i s e n , R E A  h a s  a p p ro v e d  t h e  c on s t r u c t i on o f  a c on t i n uou s l i n e 
s e c t i on i f  t h a t  s e c t i o n c a n  s e r v e  a u s e fu l p u r p o s e  a n d  c a n b e  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  j u s t i f i e d . Howe v e r , R EA wou l d  n o t  p e r m i t t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
t o  c on s t r u c t  t h e  1 i n e t o  t h e  bou n d a r i e s of S a n  M i g u e l Cou n ty w i t h o u t  
f i r s t  o b t a i � i n g a S a n  M i g u e l Cou n ty p e r m i t .  

Comme n t  3 
Co l or ado-U t e , we b e l i e v e , i s  a t t e mp t i n g  to a c q u i r e r i g h t s -of-way w i d e  
e n o u g h  for mor e  t h a n  o n e  s e t  of towe r s  o r  s t r u c t u r e s .  S u c h  a c q u i s i t i on 
a r e  m a d e  by Co l o r a do-U t e  w i t h  f u l l k n ow l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p e r m i t s  
for s u c h  a powe r l i n e l o c a t i on a r e  not  i n  h a n d . I t  i s  my b e l i e f t h a t  
Co l or ado-U t e  i s  now p l a n n i n g  for t h e  day t h a t  mu l t i p l e  towe r s  a n d  l i n e s  
w i l l  p a s s t h ro u g h  ou r Cou n ty . I t  i s  t h e  Boa r d ' s  pos i t i on t h a t  a n y  
mu l t i p l e  l i n e p e rma n e n t  u t i l i t y c or r i dor s hou l d  b e  l oc a t e d  i n  t h e  far  
we s t e r n  po r t i on of ou r c ou n t y . 

R e s pon s e  
Co l orado-U t e , a t  o n e  t i me ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  wou l d  ob t a i n  ROW s for a n  
a d d i t i on a l  f u t u r e  l i n e a d j a c e n t  to t h e  p ropo s e d  l i n e w h e r e  p r i v a t e 
l a n down e r s  w e r e  w i l l i n g to s e l l s u c h  a d d i t i on a l  ROW s . H owe v e r , i n  v i e w 
of t h e  Co l or ado PUC d e c i s i on a u t hor i z i n g t h e  l i n e ,  wh i c h l i m i t s  a l l ow e d  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  f u t u r e  l i n e s , Co l o r a do-U t e  doe s not n ow i n t e n d  to 
p u r c h a s e  s u c h  a d d i t i on a l  ROW u n l e s s  e x c e p t i on a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  
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gov e r n me n t a l  r e q u i r e me n t s  or s p e c i a l p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  
l a n d , i n d i c a te o r  r e q u i r e i t . Co l orado- U t e  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to o b t a i n 
a p p rova l s  f rom l o c a l , s t a t e , a n d  F e d e r a l Gov e r n me n t s , a s  a p p rop r i a t e , a t  

t h e  t i me i t  p ropo s e s  to c on s t r u c t  a n y  f u t u r e 1 i n e ad j a c e n t  t o  t h e  1 i n e i t  
i s  now p ropos i n g .  A p p rov a l  by S a n  M i g u e l  Cou n ty or a n y o t h e r  c o u n t y fo r 
t h e  p ropo s e d  l i n e doe s not  c omm i t t h e  Cou n ty to t h e  a p p rov a l of f u t u r e 
l i n e s  i n  t h i s  c o r r i d o r . 

3 . 3 . 1 1  J a c k  S c o t t  
Comme n t  1 
1 . 1 I n t rod u c t i o n P a g e  1 - 2 ,  5 t h  P a r a g r a p h  ( P a r a ) . 
S i n c e  a f i n a l  E I S  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r opos a l  wa s n e v e r  i s s u e d  a n d  s i n c e  t h e  
E n v i r o n me n t a l  A n a l y s i s  wa s a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  D E I S , t h e  r e v i e w i n g  p u b l i c  
of t h e  S D E I S  h a s  n o  k n ow l e d g e  of nor  way of k n ow i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  of 
c o r r e c t i o n s  a n d  a n s we r s  to p u b l i c  c omme n t s  on the D E 1 S  o r  i f  t h e s e  we r e  
i n c o r por a t e d  i n to a n d  c o r r e c t i on s  m a d e  i n  t h e s e  doc u me n t s . F rom t h e  
m i s take s i n  t h e  S D E I S , i t  a p p e a r s  f e w  c o r r e c t i o n s  we r e  m a d e  i n  t h e  D E I S  
o r  EA . 

I t  wou l d  b e  a p p rop r i a t e to p r i n t t h e  p u b l i c  c omme n t s on t h e  D E I S  i n  t h e  
f i n a l  E I S  h e r e s o  t h a t  t h e  p u b 1  i c  wo u l d  h a v e  t h e  b e n e f i t o f  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  
a n s we r s  g i v e n . 

Re s pon s e  
REA a n d  t h e  c oo p e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s  d e t e rm i n e d  t h e  p roj e c t  a s  c u r r e n t l y 
p ropo s e d  wa s s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i ffe r e n t  f rom t h e  or i g i n a l  do u b l e - c i r c u i t  
p ropo s a l ; t h e r e fo r e , a S D E I S  wa s p r e p a r e d . A s  s t a t e d  on P a g e  1 - 2 ,  " I t  
wa s R EA ' s  i n t e n t i on t h a t  t h e  S D E I S  b e  r e v i e w e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  on i t s own a s  
a s i n g l e  i n te g r a t e d  do c u m-e n t " , a n d  f u r t h e r  l i t h e  S D E I S  c o n t a i n s  a l l ma p s  
a n d  b a s i c  d e s c r i p t i on s  of t h e  p roj e c t  n e c e s s a r y  to r e v i e w a l l r e a so n a b l e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  u n d e r  con s i d e r a t i on . "  R EA d e c i d e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  p ropo s e d  
proj e c t  was  r e s t r u c t u r e d  a n d  s u b s ta n t i a l l y  d i ffe r e n t  t h a n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p ropo s a l , t h e  c omme n t s r e c e i v e d  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p ropo s a l  ( D E 1 S )  wou l d  n o t  
b e  r e s po n d e d  t o  b e c a u s e  t h e  or i g i n a l  p roj e c t  w a s  no l on g e r  b e i n g 
p ropo s e d . A p p l i c a b l e i n for ma t i o n a n d  con c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e s e  
comme n t s  we r e  take n i n to a c cou n t  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  r e v i s e d  p r oj e c t  
a n d  t h e  p r e p a r a t i on of t h e  SD E I S . 

Comme n t  2 
1 . 1 I n t rod u c t i on 6 t h  P a r a g r a p h . 
T h e  r e v i s e d  p roj e c t  i s  n o t  b e i n g r e v i e w e d  by L a  P l a t a  Co u n ty b e c a u s e  no 
n e w  a p p l i c a t i on o r  for ma l c o n t a c t h a s  b e e n  made b y  Co l or a do-U t e  ( C-U ) to 
t h e  Cou n ty . Be c a u s e  of t h i s ,  t h e  r e v i s e d  p l a n h a s  n e v e r  gone  b e for e t h e  
La P l a ta Cou n ty P l a n n i n g  Comm i s s i on .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  no c o u n t y p l a n n i n g  
me e t i n g s  for p u b 1 i c  c omme n t s on t h e  p r e s e n t  p ropo s a l . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e r e  w e r e  n u me ro u s cou n ty p l a n n i n g me e t i n g s  i n  r e s po n s e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p ropo s a l . A s  a r e s u l t of c omme n t s on t h e  or i g i n a l  ro u t e , Co l o r ado- U t e  
h a s  b e e n  n e go t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Sou t h e r n  U t e  I n d i a n T r i b e for a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e ro u te l oc a t i o n . Co l o r a do- U t e  w i l l  s u b m i t a n  a p p l i c a t i o n for 
a S p e c i a l U s e  Pe rm i t for t h e  r e v i s e d  p roj e c t  to L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty wh e n  t h e  
l i n e ro u te i s  mo r e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d . 
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Comme n t  3 
1 . 5 . 1 F e d  A c t i on A l t e r n a t i v e s , P a g e  1 - 7 .  
Var i ou s  s t i p u l a t i on s  for c on s t r u c t i on a n d  op e r a t i o n - w h a t  a r e  
t h e s e -- i n c 1 u d e  h e r e  a s amp l e  c o p y  o f  t h e  B L M  G r a n t o f  R i g h t-of-way a n d  a 
F S  Au t hor i z i n g Doc u me n t . 

R e s pon s e  
Ge n e r a l  s t i p u l a t i on s  a r e fou n d  i n  t h e  u p d a t e d  m i t i g a t i on p l a n i n  
Se c t i on 2 . 3 .  T h e  B LM G r a n t of R i g h t-of-Way a n d  F S  A u t h or i z i n g Doc u me n t  
a r e  not av a i l a b l e  y e t , b u t  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  a f t e r t h e  c e n t e r l i n e i s  
d e te r m i n e d . E x amp l e s of t h e  for e me n t i on e d  doc u me n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  
d e v e l o p e d  for ot h e r  p roj e c t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  l oc a l  F S  a n d  B L M  
off i c e s .  

Comme n t  4 
1 . 6 M a j o r  con c e r n s , a n d  I s s u e s , p 1 - 9 ,  P a r a . #2 . 
A c c e s s  Road s many t i me s  w i l l  not  b e  i n  t h e  3 4 5 - k v  l i n e ROW . 
tota l e s t i ma t e d  a c r e ag e  for road s i n  a d d i t i on to t h e  202 5 h a  
3 4 5  k V  a n d  5 0  h a  ( 1 2 50 a c r e s )  1 1 5  k V ?  

Re s pon s e  

W h a t  i s  t h e  
( 5000 a c r e s )  

I t  i s  e s t i ma t e d  t h a t a p p r o x i ma t e l y  440 km ( 2 7 5  m i l e s )  of a c c e s s  road s ,  
e i t h e r  ov e r l a n d  o r  b l a d e d , w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d , of wh i c h 3 2 0  km ( 2 00 m i l e s )  
may b e  l oc a t e d  off t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e ROW . T h e  a c t u a l  m i l e a g e  w i l l  b e  
d e t e r m i n e d  by s i t e s pe c i f i c  r e q u i r e me n t s  d i c t a t e d  by t e r r a i n ,  l a n down e r  
a n d  gov e r n me n t a l  pe r m i t r e q u i r e m e n t s . A s  a n  e s t i ma t e , 3 2 0  km ( 200 m i l e s )  
of 4 . 2  m ( 1 4  foo t ) w i d e  a c c e s s  wou l d  r e s u l t  i n  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  1 42 h a  
( 3 40 a c r e s )  o f  l a n d  r e q u i r e d  i n  a d d i t i on t o  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e ROW . 
No t a l l of t h e s e  roa d s  wou l d  o c c u py t h e  l a n d  for t h e  l i fe of t h e  p roj e c t , 
a n d  i n  s e gme n t s  w h e r e  t h e  l i n e wou l d  p a r a l l e l  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e s , e x i s t i n g  a c c e s s  roa d s  w i l l  b e  u s e d . 

Comme n t  5 
P a r a� 
T h e  l i n e c h a n g e s  l a n d  u s e  f rom a g r i c u l t u r e  to h e avy i n d u s t r i a l for t h e  
ROW . T h i s  p a r a g r a p h  a s s u me s t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i l l  r e ma i n  a v i a b l e  a n d  
e conom i c a l  u s e  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d  for t h e  l i f e o f  t h e  p roj e c t . 

T h i s  e v e n  now i s  not  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  l a n d  u s e c h a n g i n g to r e c r e a t i on a n d  
s u b d i v i s i o� .  T h e  pot e n t i a l  u s e  o f  t h i s  l a n d  fo r t h e s e  o t h e r  p u r po s e s  
s hou l d  be  a d d r e s s e d . W h a t  i s  t h e  l i n e s  affe c t  on t h e  s a l e  v a l u e  1 9 8 3  
c o s t s  o f  t h e  ROW l a n d  a n d  t h e  affe c t  o n  s a l e v a l u e  1 9 8 3  c o s t s  o f  a d j a c e n t  
l a n d s  b e for e a n d  a f t e r  t h e  l i n e ?  Samp l e  p rop e r t i e s  i n  t h e  H e s p e r u s  a r e a  
c a n  b e  u s e d . T h i s  i s  a n  e n v i r o n me n t a l  a n d  soc i oe c on om i c c on c e r n  s h a r e d  
b y  a l l p r i v a t e  own e r s . I t  i s  t h e i r e n v i r o n me n t .  

Re s pon s e  
Con s t r u c t i on of a n  e l e c t r i c  powe r t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e doe s not  c h a n g e  l a n d  
u s e  f rom a g r i c u l t u r a l  to h e avy i n d u s t r i a l u s e . Mo s t  ag r i c u l t u r a l u s e s  
a r e  comp a t i b l e  w i t h  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  a n d  w i l l  b e  a l l ow e d  to c o n t i n u e  
w i t h i n  t h e  ROW . T h e  fa i r  ma r k e t  v a l u e  of l a n d  w i l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  a n  
a p p r a i s a l . T h e  r i g h t-of-way a p p r a i s e r  i s  p r i ma r i l y  c on c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  
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c h a n g e s i n  v a l u e t h a t  take  p l a c e  w h e n  s ome por t i on of a p rope r ty i s  
a c q u i r e d  for a r i g h t -of-way . T h e  a p p r a i s e r  w i l l  a n a l y z e  a n y  c h a n g e s  i n  
v a l u e a n d  me a s u r e  t h e m  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  a p p rop r i a t e  com p e n s a t i on for t h e  
p rope r ty r i g h t s  t a ke n . 

Comme n t  6 
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  a l so h a v e  a pot e n t i a l  to p rod u c e  c omme r c i a l t i mbe r . 
t h e s e  l a n d s  h a v e  a n  e q u a l  v a l u e  a n d  s t a t u s  w i t h  F e d e r a l  Comme r c i a l Fo r e s t  
Lan d s . 

Re s pon s e  
P r i me f a r m l a n d . i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d  a n d  c omme r c i a l fore s t  we r e  a s s i g n e d  a 
h i g h s e n s i t i v i ty to i mp a c t . Non i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d  wa s a s s i g n e d  a me d i u m 
s e n s i t i v i ty to i mp a c t .  P r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  l a n d  we re t r e a t e d  e q u a l l y  i n  
t h e  S D E I S . 

Comme n t  7 
P ar a . #4 . 
S i n c e  W e s t e r n  h a s  a dm i t te d  i n  t h e  s o  c a l l e d s cop i n g p roc e s s  t h a t  t h e y  
w i l l  p a y  no p rop e r ty t a x  r e v e n u e s t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s . e t c . •  i s  We s t e r n  s t i l l  
go i n g to own f rom Norwood v i c i n i ty Sou t h  to S a n  J u a n ? W h a t  cou n t i e s w i l l  
not be  r e c e i v i n g t h i s  r e v e n u e ?  

Re spon s e  
We s te r n . a s  a n  a g e n cy o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Gov e r n me n t . i s  e x e m p t  f rom p rope r ty 
t a x . Co l or ado-U t e  a n d  P S C  w i l l  p ay t a x e s  b a s e d  on t h e i r b e n e f i c i a l 
i n te r e s t  i n  t h e  l i n e .  Co l o r ado-U t e  w i l l  pay t a x e s  on t h e  l i n e i n  e a c h  of 
the c ou n t i e s  l i s t e d  on Page 5 - 5 5  of the S D E I S  and P S C  w i l l  pay t a x e s  i n  
G a r f i e l d  a n d  Me s a  Cou n t i e s on l y .  E s t i ma t e d  t a x  r e v e n u e s  for e a c h  cou n ty 
a r e  l i s te d  on P a g e  5- 5 5 . We s t e r n  w i l l  own a n d  ope r a t e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  
of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e .  

Comme n t  8 
1 . 7 A g e n c y  P r e f e r r e d  A l t e r n a t i v e .  
REA h a s  c on c l u d e d  t h e  p roj e c t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  s o  t h a t  R EA c a n  
l oa n  o r  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  l oa n  for t h e  many m i l l i on s  - - a fe a t h e r  i n  i t s 
c a p . B a s e d  o n  R EA ' s  e v a l u a t i on a n d  on p u b l i c  a g e n c y  i n p u t .  t h e d e c i s i o n  
was  mad e . T h e  Co l or a d o  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s Comm i s s i on h a s  n o t  ye t 
d e te rm i n e d  t h e  q u e s t i on of n e e d . T h e  p r i v a t e  s e c tor o r  " P u b 1  i c " h a s  h a d  
l i t t l e  i f  a n y  i n p u t  i n to t h i s  doc u me n t  a n d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  
fa i r l y  or a t  a l l b y  R E A . R EA a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  c u t  a n d  s ta c ke d  i t s own 
d e c k  to c hoo s e  t h e  p r e fe r r e d  c o r r i d o r . 

Re s pon s e  
REA i s  r e q u i r e d  to i d e n t i fy a p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  i f  o n e  o r  mo r e  e x i s t s  
( 40 C F R  1 502 . 1 4 ( e »  i n  t h e  D r a f t  E n v i ronme n t a l  I mp a c t  S t a t e me n t . T h e  
s e l e c t i on o f  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e i s  t e n t a t i v e a n d  i s  b a s e d  u pon 
R EA ' s i n d e p e n d e n t  r e v i e w of the p roj e c t  and i n fo r ma t i on i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  
t h u s  f a r . R EA r e c og n i z e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i me t h e  S D E I S  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t h a t  
t h e  PUC mu s t  i s s u e  a Ce r t i f i c a t e  for t h e  p r oj e c t  ( s e e  S D E I S .  P a g e  1 - 7 ) . 
R EA i s  r e q u i r e d  to con d u c t  i t s e n v i ronme n t a l  r e v i e w i n  a t i me l y  man n e r . 
R EA be l i e v e d  t h a t  s u ff i c i e n t  n e e d  for t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  e x i s t e d  a n d . 
t h e r e fo r e . i n i t i a t e d  i t s e n v i ronme n t a l  r e v i e w .  S i n c e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i on of 
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t h e  SD E I S ,  PUC a p p rov a l wa s g i v e n  on S e p te m b e r  20 , 1 9 8 3 . T h e  p u b l  i c  h a s  
h a d  i n p u t  i n to t h e  d e v e l opme n t  of t h e  SD E I S  v i a p u b l i c  i n forma t i on a n d  
s cop i n g me e t i n g s , op e n  h o u s e s ,  a n d  c omme n t s  s u b m i t t e d  on t h e  or i g i n a l  
p roj e c t  D E 1 S  t h a t  wa s i s s u e d  i n  J u l y  1 9 8 1 . P u b l i c  c omme n t s  r e c e i v e d  on 
the SD E I S  are b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h i s F E I S .  R EA ' s d e c i s i on c o n c e r n i n g  
e i t h e r  a p p rov a l or d e n i a l o f  f i n a n c i n g a s s i s t a n c e  to Co l or ado-U t e  for 
t h i s  p r oj e c t  w i l l  not b e  f i n a l  u n t i l i t s R e c o r d  of D e c i s i on i s  i s s u e d . 

Comme n t  9 
2 . 1  I n t ro . 
I f  e no u g h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  t h u s  r e a s on s for t h e  l i n e c a n  b e  i n t rod u c e d  
a n y  type o f  l i n e c a n  b e  n e e d e d . I n  s ho r t  t h e  t r u e  p u r po s e  i s  t o  h a v e  a 
l a r g e  c a p a c i ty l i n e to r i d C-U of i t s e x c e s s  powe r p r od u c t i on f rom i t s 
C r a i g  I I I  Powe r P l a n t . W h e r e  a n d  how w i l l  C-U g e t  r i d  of t h i s  C r a i g  I I I  
powe r i f  t h e  l i n e i s  not  b u i l t  or i s  b u i l t , to w h a t  e n t i t i e s w i l l  powe r 
b e  s o l d ?  W h a t  i s  t h e  t r u e  p r i c e to t h e  C-U c u s tome r ?  

R e s po n s e  
Co l o r a do-U t e  n e e d s t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV l i n e t o  p r ov i d e e l e c t r i c  
s e r v i c e  to t h e  s o u t h we s t  a r e a  of t h e  s t a t e  of Co l o r a d o . Ta b l e 2 - 5  i n  t h e  
S D E I S  s how s t h e  a d d i t i on a l  c a p a c i ty n e e d e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e s e  sou t hwe s t  a r e a  
powe r r e q u i r e me n t s . C r a i g S t a t i on U n i t 3 i s  b e i n g  con s t r u c t e d  t o  s e r v e  
t h e  s o u t h we s t  a r e a  powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  a n d  t h e  powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  Co l or ado-U t e  memb e r  a s s oc i a t i on s . Co l or ado-U t e  h a s  s ta t e d  i t  doe s 
not  e x p e c t  a n y  r a t e i n c r e a s e s  from t h e  a d d i t i on of Cr a i g S t a t i on U n i t 3 
or t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV l i n e .  I t  h a s  p r e s e n t l y  comm i t t e d  i t s e l f to 
a goa l of n o  r a t e  i n c r e a s e s  for 1 8  mo n t h s  ( f rom e a r l y  1 98 3  to m i d 1 98 4 ) . 
R EA hop e s  Co l o r a d o- U t e  s u c c e e d s  i n  ma i n t a i n i n g a l e v e l cos t of powe r . 

Comme n t  1 0  
2 . 2 . 1  De s c r i p t i o n of Me m b e r  Load s . 
C-U c a n  e x p e c t  r e q u i  r e me n t s  i n  1 9 8 3  to be a p p r o x . 7 p e r c e n t  a bo v e  1 9 8 2 " , 
i n c l u d e  h e r e  t h e  t r u e  s to r y  a n d  f i g u r e s  for t h e  f i r s t  s i x  mo n t h s  of 
1 98 3 . T h e s e  a r e  n o  w h e r e  n e a r  t h e  e x p e c t e d  p e r c e n t a g e s . 

R e s pon s e  
Co l or ado-U t e ' s  me m b e r  s a l e s  for t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  mo n t h s  of 1 9 8 3  ( J a n u a r y  
t h ro u g h  A u g u s t )  a r e  1 . 3 p e r c e n t  be l ow s a l e s  e x pe r i e n c e d  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  
mon t h s  of 1 9 8 2 . T h i s  r e d u c t i on i s  d u e  to t h e  effe c t s of t h e  c u r r e n t  
r e c e s s i on ,  par t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s l owdow n s  a n d  c l o s i n g s  of t h e  m i n i n g a n d  
m i l l i n g l oa d s  s e r v e d  b y  Co l o r a do-U t e  memb e r s ,  a n d  t h e  d e c r e a s e d  e n e rgy 
u s e a g e  i n  t h e  ag r i c u l t u r e l oa d s s e r v e d  b y  Co l o r a d o- U t e  memb e r s  c a u s e d  b y  
a we t i r r i g a t i o n s e a s o n  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i on i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  P ayme n t - I n - K i n d  
p r og r am . Co l or ado-U t e  i s  now s e e i n g i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  i t s e n e r gy s a l e s  
a r e  r e bou n d i n g .  

Comme n t  1 1 
2 . 2 . 3 .  
W h a t  i s  m e a n t b y  " A  l a r g e  c a p a c i ty c on d u c tor w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d to p r ov i d e 
t h e  c a p a b i l i ty of p r ov i d i n g e me r g e n c y s u p por t to Lo s t  C a n yon a r e a  l oa d s 
i n  a d d i t i on to s e r v i n g t h e  D u r a n go A r e a . " ? W h a t  i s  a l a r g e  c a p a c i ty 
c on d u c tor ? W h e r e  w i  1 1  t h i s  ( W h a t  1 i n e s e gme n t s ) c o n d u c tor b e  i n s t a l l e d ?  
Doe s t h i s  a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e  i n c l u d e  u pg r ad i n g or b u i l d i n g a n e w  1 1 5 
l i n e from Lo s t  C a n yo n  to D u r a n g o ?  
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Re s po n s e  
The  l a r g e  c a pa c i ty c o n d u c to r  t o  b e  i n s t a l l e d o n  t h e  Long  H o l l ow- D u r a n go 
1 1 5  kV l i n e r e fe r s  to a c on d u c tor c a p a b l e  of c a r r y i n g  a l a r g e  amou n t  of 
powe r ov e r  t h e  s ho r t  s e v e n - m i l e  d i s t a n c e  to D u r a n go S u b s t a t i o n . T h i s  
c o n d u c to r  wou l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  to h a n d l e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  D u r a n go a r e a  l oa d  b u t  
a l s o h a v e  e me rg e n c y  c a p a b i l i ty of h a n d l i n g a po r t i on o f  t h e  Lo s t  C a n yo n  
a r e a  l oa d  d u r i n g  o u t a g e  of t h e  2 30 / 1 1 5  kV t r a n s fo r me r a t  t h e  Los t C a n yo n  
S u b s t a t i on o r  t h e  Emp i r e - Lo s t  Ca n yo n  1 1 5  kV l i n e .  No p l a n s  e x i s t  to 
u p g r a d e  t h e  e x i s t i n g D u r a n go- Lo s t Ca n yon 1 1 5  kV 1 i n e or to c o n s t r u c t  a 
n e w  l i n e ,  a l thou g h  s u c h  s y s t e m  i mp ro v e me n t s  a r e  po s s i b l e  i f  wa r r a n t e d  b y  
l oa d  g row t h . 

Comme n t  1 2  
I f  i t  c a n  p rov i d e e me r g e n cy s u p po r t  to Lo s t  C a n yo n  w h y  c ou l d  n o t  Lo s t  
Canyo n  t h e n  s u p p l y  e me r ge n cy s u p po r t  to La P l a t a E l e c t r i c ?  I f  i t  c ou l d ,  
t h e  e x p e n s i v e 3 4 5  kV l i n e i n to La P l a t a Cou n ty i s  not  r e q u i r e d  a n d  a mo r e  
d i r e c t  rou t e  for 3 4 5  i s  p r e f e r r e d  l i ke a l on g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  2 30 We s t e r n  
1 i n e . 

Re s po n s e  
Los t C a n yon p r e s e n t l y  i s  a p r i mary s ou r c e  o f  s u p por t for t h e  D u r a n go 
a re a . I t  w i l l  c on t i n u e  to b e  a n  i mpor t a n t e me r g e n c y  s ou r c e  to D u r a n go 
af t e r  comp l e t i on of t h e  Lo n g  H o l l ow S u b s t a t i o n . Howe v e r , Lo s t  Ca nyon 
wou l d  not be c a p a b l e  of p rov i d i n g p r i ma r y  s u p po r t  for t h e  g r ow i n g  
L a  P l a t a  s y s tem i n d e f i n i t e l y  a n d  p rov i d e s  n o  s u p por t  d u r i n g ou ta g e s  of 
the D u r a n gO-Lo s t C a n yon 1 1 5 kV l i n e .  

Comme n t  1 3  
2 . 3 . 2 . 2 .  T r a n s m i s s i on of F i rm i n g  E n e r gy R e q u i r e d . 
Why doe s n ' t  CRS P p u r c h a s e  C r a i g  I I I  powe r p l a n t  f rom C-U a n d  b u i l d  l i n e 
s e gme n t s  i n to U t a h  to t i e  i n to t h e  g r i d ?  T h i s  r e l i e v e s  C-U f rom a 
f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  a n d  g i v e s  We s t e r n  i t s sou r c e s  of powe r .  

R e s pon s e  
Cr a i g U n i t 3 i s  n e e d e d  to p rov i d e powe r a n d  e n e r g y  for e x i s t i n g a n d  
fu t u r e Co l orado- U t e  me m b e r  l oa d s . I f  U n i t  3 powe r wa s not  a v a i l a b l e fo r 
me mb e r  n e e d s , Co l o r a do- U t e  wou l d  h a v e  to p u r c h a s e  h i g h e r  c o s t f i r m  e n e r gy 
from o t h e r  u t i l i t i e s w h i c h cou l d  r e s u l t i n  s i g n i f i c a n t r a t e  i n c r e a s e s  for 
con s u me r s . 

I f  l ow e r  c o s t  p u r c h a s e s  for f i rm i n g  or f u e l r e p l a c e me n t  e n e r g y  c a n n o t b e  
fou n d  e l s e w h e r e , We s t e r n  m a y  p u r c h a s e  e n e r gy for u s e  i n  a n d  o u t s i d e o f  
U t a h  f rom Co l o r a d o- U t e  a t  r a t e s , l oc a t i on s , a n d  t i me s  t h a t  a r e  a g r e e a b l e  
to b o t h  p a r t i e s . T h e s e  p u r c h a s e s  may o r  may n o t  come from Cr a i g  I I I . 
T r a n s m i s s i on to t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  po i n t s  i n  U t a h  i s  a d e q u a te to me e t  
We s te r n ' s  comm i tme n t s  i n  U t a h  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i me .  
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Comme n t  1 4  
W h a t  doe s We s t e r n  pay to CU p e r  k w / ho u r  for f i r m i n g e n e r gy ?  W h a t  doe s 
C-U c h a r g e  e a c h  of i t s memb e r  c oo p s  for l i ke e n e r g y  from t h e  s ame 
sou r c e s .  

Re s pon s e  
Co l or ado-U t e  s e l l s  e n e r gy to We s t e r n  f rom t i me - to- t i me o n  a n  hou r l y  
b a s i s .  T h e  p r i c e of t h i s  e n e rgy d e p e n d s  on ma r k e t a n d  s y s tem c o n d i t i o n s  
a t  t h e  t i me of t h e  s a l e .  Co l o r a d o- U t e  doe s not  s e l l f i r m i n g e n e r g y  to 
i t s memb e r s . Howe v e r , Co 1 0r ado-U t e ' s  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  of f i r m powe r a n d  
e n e r g y  to i t s memb e r s  i s  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  4 . 2  c e n t s  p e r  k i  1 0wa t t- h o u r  ( kwh ) 
a n d  2 . 6  c e n t s  p er kwh  for i n t e r r u p t i b l e  e n e r g y  s a l e s  to i t s memb e r s . 

Comme n t  1 5  
2 . 3 . 2 . 3 .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r e m e  ov e r b u i l d i n g of 
g e n e r a t i on c a p a c i ty n e a r  C r a i g a n d  H ay d e n  a n d  t h a t  w h e n  C r a i g  I I I  c ome s 
on l i n e C-U ' s  m i s g u i d e d  p l a n n i n g w i l l  c ome a p pa r e n t  a n d  powe r w i l l  b e  
s o l d a t  b a r g a i n  b a s e me n t  p r i c e s  i f  t h e  3 4 5  l i n e i s  b u i l t .  1 s  t h e  l i n e 
i n t e n d e d  to g e t  C-U ou t of t h e  b i n d i t  h a s  go t t e n  i t s e l f  a n d  R EA i n to?  

Re s po n s e  
Co 1 0 r a do-U t e ' s  n e e d  for t h e  1 i n e i s  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  2 . 2 . 2  of 
t h e  S D E I S . T h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e proj e c t  i s  n e e d e d  to 
p rov i d e a d e q u a t e  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty to s e r v e  Co 1 0 r ado-U t e ' s  e x i s t i n g 
membe r  l oa d s  i n  s o u t h we s t  Co l or ado w i t h  a r e a s o n a b l e r e s e r v e  c a p a c i ty for 
e x pe c t e d  f u t u r e  l oa d  g rowt h . 

Comme n t  1 6  
2 . 3 . 2 . 5  T r a n s  of e n e r gy . 
How c a n  t h i s s u p p l e m e n t a r y  powe r b e  l ow e r  c o s t t h a n  t h e  h y d ro powe r ?  
Hydro i s  t h e  c h e a p e s t  u n l e s s  some o n e  l i ke t h e  C-U m e mb e r  i s  s u b s i d i z i n g 
t h e  coa l g e n e r a t i on to b r i n g  t h e  p r i c e l owe r . I f  t h e  h u g e  coa l p l a n t s  
h a d  b e e n  s i ze d  w i t h i n  r e a s o n  to t h e i r  l oad s e r v i c e a r e a s , t h e r e  wou l d  not  
b e  e x c e s s  c h e a p  pow e r  a v a i l a b l e to W e s t e r n  a n d  C RS P . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  off- p e a k  s u p p l e me n t a r y  powe r p u r c h a s e d by We s t e r n  i s  not l owe r i n  
cos t t h a n  t h e  hyd roe l e c t r i c  g e n e r a t i on , b u t  i t  i s  l owe r i n  c o s t t h a n  o i l 
or g a s  g e n e r a t i o n . By p u r c h a s i n g off - p e a k  s u p p l eme n t a r y  powe r , We s t e r n  
i s  a b l e  to r e s e r v e  i t s wa t e r  r e l e a s e s  for u s e  d u r i n g  p e a k  d e ma n d  
p e r i od s . T h i s  r e d u c e s  t h e  n e e d  t o  u s e  e x p e n s i v e f u e l s t o  me e t  p e a k  l oa d s  
a n d  p rov i d e s  ov e r a l l s a v i n g s  i n  powe r cos t s  to con s u me r s .  T h e  c oa l -f i r e d  
g e n e r a t i n g s t a t i on s  a r e  ty p i c a l l y  b a s e  l oa d e d . D u r i n g c e r t a i n p e r i od s  of 
t i me w h e n  memb e r  l oa d s  a r e , for a v a r i e ty of r e a s on s , b e l ow b a s e 1 0a d  
l e v e l  t h e  e x c e s s  e n e r g y  p rod u c e d  by t h e s e  s t a t i on s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  to s e l l 
to o t h e r  powe r s u p p l i e r s  a n d  i s  s o l d a t  c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  p r i c e s . 

Comme n t  1 7  
To w h a t  e x t e n t  a r e  t h e  1 4  COOPS a n d  t h e i r  memb e r s  of C-U s u b s i d i z i n g t h e  
co s t  o f  t h i s  c h e a p  powe r a n d  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s n e e d e d  t o  p r od u c e  a n d  d e l i v e r  
i t ? 
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Re s pon s e  
A s  d e t � i l e d i n  S e c t i on 2 . 3 . 2 . 5  of t h e  S D E I S , We s t e r n  i s  comm i t t e d  to a 
fu e l  c on s e r v a t i on p rog r a m  d e d i c a t e d  to r e d u c i n g t h e  u s e  of o i l a n d  g a s  
ge n e r a t i on . A r e a  u t i l i t i e s i n c l u d i n g Co l o r a do-U t e  do n o t  s u b s i d i z e t h i s  
p rog r a m  b u t  a c t u a l l y  be n e f i t by s e l l i n g s u r p l u s  e n e rgy to We s t e r n . 

Comme n t  1 8  
Poor P l a n n i n g on W e s t e r n ' s  p ar t ,  ov e r  z e a l ou s  g row t h  i n  powe r s a l e s  by 
We s te r n , a n d  i g n o ra n c e  of t h e  t r u e  wa t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  d e ma n d s  of t h e  
Co l or ado R i v e r  B a s i n  a p p e a r  t o  be t h e  r e a l c u l p r i t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a w i s h  to 
ma x i m i z e t h e  F u e l Con s e r v a t i on P rog r am . I f  t h e y  we r e  t r u l y  ma x l m l z l n g 
f u e l , t h e  Hyd ro p l a n t s  wo u l d  b e  go i n g a n d  t h e  coa l wou l d n ' t  be b u r n i n g .  

Re s pon s e  
We s te r n ' s  powe r s a l e s g ro w t h  i s  n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  of a c t i v e s o l  i c i t a t i on on 
We s t e r n ' s  p a r t  fo r new c u s tome r s  o r  p romo t i on of g r e a t e r  u s ag e  by 
e x i s t i n g c u s tome r s . On the con t r a ry , We s te r n ' s  s a l e s are b a s e d  on t h e  
a l l oc a t i on o f  f i n i t e F e d e r a l  powe r f rom r e s ou r c e s  w i t h i n  We s t e r n ' s  a r e a . 
T h e  n u m b e r  of We s te r n ' s  c u s tome r s  may i n c r e a s e  on l y  i f  n e w  F e d e r a l 
r e s ou r c e s  a r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  o r  t h e  . a l l oc a t i on of r e s ou r c e s  i s  c h a n g e d . 
Co l or ado R i v e r  wa t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  d e ma n d  v a r i e s f rom ye a r - to-ye a r  a n d  t h e  
e x c e s s  a v a i l a b l e  fo r powe r p rod u c t i on i s  a f i n i t e r e s ou r c e . F rom 
t i me - to- t i me ,  t h e  U . S .  B u r e a u  of Re c l ama t i on ( Ba R )  a n d  We s te r n  r e v i e w t h e  
wa t e r s u p p l y  a n d  d e ma n d  o f  t h e  Co l or ado R i v e r  for i mp rov e d  ma n a g e me n t  
oppo r t u n i t i e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e  h y d ro r e s o u r c e  a v a i l a b l e  for t h e  
p rod u c t i on o f  f i r m powe r r e ma i n s e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s ame . T h e  p u r po s e  a n d  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  F u e l R e p l a c e me n t  P rog r am i s  t o  r e p l a c e  e x p e n s i v e o i l a n d  
g a s  g e n e ra t i on w i t h  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e coa l g e n e r a t i on t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  m i g h t  
b e  c u r t a i l e d .  S u r p l u s  h y d ro- powe r may b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  f u e l r e p l a c e me n t  
p rog r am to t h e  e x t e n t  i t  i �  n o t  t a k e n  by t h e  f i r m powe r c u s tome r s . T h e  
p rog r am i s  p u r s u e d  on a n  " i f  a n d  w h e n  a v a i l a b l e "  b a s i s  a s  o p po s e d  t o  a 
f i r m powe r c o n t r a c t u a l  a r r a n ge me n t . 

Comme n t  1 9  
2 . 4 . 1 
W h a t  i s  t h e  p re s e n t  ( J u l y  1 9 8 3 )  S t a t u s  of t h e  U n i on O i l S h a l e P r oj e c t ?  

Re s po n s e  
Con s t r u c t i on h a s  b e e n  c omp l e te d  o n  P h a s e  I o f  U n i on O i l Com p a n y ' s  O i l 
S h a l e P roj e c t . P h a s e  I i n c l u d e s  fa c i l i t i e s n e c e s s a r y  to p rod u c e  1 0 , 000 
b a r r e l s  of o i l p e r  d a y . P r od u c t i on of o i l f rom s h a l e i s  b e i n g i n i t i a t e d  
a n d  p rod u c t i on o f  1 0 , 000 b a r r e l s  p e r  d a y  on a c on s i s te n t  b a s i s  i s  
e x pe c t e d  b y  t h e  s p r i n g of 1 9 8 4 . 

Comme n t  20 
2 . 5  l a s t  P a r a . 
W h a t  por t i on of t h e  l i n e w i l l  be p a i d  for by t h e s e  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s ?  W h y  
s hou l d  t h e r e  b e  e x c e s s  c a p a c i ty a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  C - U  i s  n o t  c h a r t e r e d  i n  
Co l o r ado to s u p p l y  powe r ou t s i d e of Co l or a d o ?  
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R e s pon s e  
Co l or ado-U te , We s t e r n , a n d  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e Com p a n y  a r e  t h e  on l y  
p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  t h e  p roj e c t  a n d  w i l l  s h a r e  a l l p r oj e c t  r e l a t e d  c o s t s . 
The l i n e  w i l l ,  a t  t i me s , h a v e  s ome e x c e s s  c a p a c i ty ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  y e a r s . T r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s  a r e  p l a n n e d  t o  p rov i d e s u f f i c i e n t  
c a p a c i ty not  on l y  for p r e s e n t  s y s tem l oad s b u t  a l s o for l oa d s  i n  t h e  
for e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e . I t  i s  to t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  o t h e r  
powe r s u p p l i e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n to ma x i m i z e t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  fa c i l i ty .  
T h e r e fore , t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  w i l l  a l l ow u s e  of t h e  l i n e by o t h e r  powe r 
s u p p l i e r s  a n d  d e r i v e r e v e n u e s  from t h e m  t h ro u g h  powe r w h e e l i n g 
a r r a n g e me n t s  w h e n  c a p a c i ty i s  a v a i l a b l e for s u c h  p u r po s e s . 

Comme n t  2 1  
3 . 2 . 1  P roj e c t  De s c r i p t i on P a r a . 3 .  
B e s i d e s  c o s t w h i c h i s  a n  e n v i ronme n t a l  fac tor , why n o t  u s e  a s i n g l e - po l e 
3 4 5  towe r ?  T h i s  wo u l d  r e q u i r e on l y  a 1 00 foo t ROW a n d  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e  
tot a l e n v i ronme n ta l  i mpa c t .  

Re s pon s e  
L a t t i c e s t e e l  towe r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  s t r u c t u r e  for t h e  
t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e for bo t h  e c onom i c a n d  e n v i ronme n t a l  r e a s o n s . S i n g l e  
s te e l po l e s w i l l  c o s t a nywh e r e  f rom 1 0  pe r c e n t  to 50 p e r c e n t  mo r e  t h a n  
l a t t i c e  towe r s  d e p e n d i n g  u po n  t e r r a i n .  O t h e r  d i s a d v a n ta g e s  of 
s i ng l e - po l e  s t r u c t u r e s  v s . l a t t i c e  towe r s  b e s i d e s  c o s t  i n c l u d e : 

1 )  T h e y  wou l d  b e  mo r e  v i s i b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  s o l i d  a n d  t a l l e r ;  
2 )  T h e y  r e q u i r e s i n g l e ma s s i v e mome n t  fou n d a t i on s  wh i c h wo u l d  r e q u i r e 

l a r g e r con s t r u c t i on e q u i pme n t  a n d  mor e m a t e r i a l s  v s . s ma l l e r fo u r  
l e g g e d  u p l i f t / c omp r e s s i o n fo u n d a t i o n s  u s e d  fo r l a t t i c e  d e s i g n s ; 

3 )  T h e y  a r e h e a v i e r a n d  h a v e  l on g e r  s i n g l e c ompon e n t s t h a n  l a t t i c e  
towe r s  o r  r e q u i r e mor e e x t e n s i v e a c c e s s  roa d c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  
c ou l d  affe c t  c on s t r u c t i on w h e r e  h e l i c o p t e r s  may o t h e r w i s e  b e  u s e d ; 
a n d , 

4 )  An e c onom i c po l e  d e s i g n wo u l d  r e q u i r e s h o r t e r  s p a n s  t h a n  l a t t i c e 
towe r s  t h u s  r e q u i r i n g mor e s t r u c t u r e s  p e r  km ( m i l e ) . 

S te e l l a t t i c e towe r s  w i  1 1  b e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  s u p po r t  s t r u c t u r e  u s e d  for t h e  
l i n e ; howe v e r , a l t e r n a t i v e s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  s i n g l e - po l e or 
H - f r ame wo u l d  b e  c on s i d e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  d e s i g n p h a s e  and may b e  u s e d  to 
m i t i g a t e  e n v i r o n me n t a l  i mp a c t s  i n  s e n s i t i v e a r e a s . 

Comme n t  2 2  
The  towe r wou l d  h a v e  a n o � g l a r e  c o a t i n g to r e d u c e  r e f l e c t i on .  W i l l  
towe r s  w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  by F e d e r a l a g e n c i e s a l s o b e  c o l o r  a n od i z e d  or 
pa i n t e d  to b l e n d  mor e  e n v i ronme n t a l l y  i n to t h e  l a n d s c a p e ? If c o u n t i e s  
r e q u e s t  s u c h  c o l o r e d  towe r s , i s  C-U / W e s t e r n  a n d  R EA a g r e e a b l e  to t h i s .  

R e s pon s e  
D u l l ,  n o n r e f l e c t i v e s t e e l h a s  b e e n  p ropo s e d  for t h e  1 i n e s i n c e  i t  h a s  
b e e n  s hown to b l e n d  i n to t h e  d a r k  v e g e t a t i v e cov e r  p r e v a l e n t  o n  mo s t  of 
t h e  p r opo s e d  l i n e rou t e . P a i n t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  not  p r opo s e d  b e c a u s e  of 
i n c r e a s e d  ma i n t e n a n c e  c os t s , a n d  R EA doe s n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  i n c r e me n t a l  
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r e d u c t i on i n  v i s u a l  i mp a c t  war r a n t s  s u c h  m i t i g a t i on ; howe v e r , t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i ty o f  s u c h  c o n d i t i on s  on a c a s e  
by c a s e  b a s i s .  

Comme n t  2 3  
P a r a . �n d  F i g u r e s  3 - 1  a n d  3 - 2 . 
W h a t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  l owe s t  towe r h e i g h t  to b e  u s e d  i f  t h e  towe r s  
u n d e r  c on s i d e r a t i on a v e r a g e  l I S '  a n d  l OS '  r e s p e c t i v e l y ? 

Re s pon s e  
S p e c i f i c  towe r h e i g h t s  w i l l  not b e  known u n t i l t h e  l i n e h a s  b e e n  s u r v e y e d  
a n d  s p e c i f i c  s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t i on s  h a v e  b e e n  d e t e rm i n e d . G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  
tow e r  h e i g h t  w i l l  be  d e t e rm i n e d  b y  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  s p a n  b e t w e e n  towe r s  
a n d  t h e  t e r r a i n b e i n g  s p a n n e d . T h e  h i g h e s t  towe r s  w i l l  l i ke l y  b e  fou n d  
w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  l on g  s p a n s  w i t h  h i g h g rou n d  b e twe e n  t h e m . T h e  s hor t e s t  
towe r s  wou l d  p ro b a b l y  b e  fou n d  on h i l I s  o r  r i s e s  w i t h  l ow g rou n d  b e tw e e n  
t h em . T h e  towe r h e i g h t s  may r a n g e  f rom 2 1  m to 60 m ( 70 to 200 f e e t ) .  

Comme n t  2 4  
P a r a . 1 3 ,  p a g e  3 , 8 .  
I s  C-U go i n g to e x t e n d  to Lo s t  C a n yo n  or i s  i t  not ? T h e y  k n ow i f  We s t e r n  
i s  g o i n g  t o  u p g r a d e  a n d  wh e n . 

Re spon s e  
T h e  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i o n s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  p l a n n e d  s u c h  t h a t  i t  w i l l  not be  
n e c e s s a ry to t a p  the R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  345 kV l i n e i n to the Lo s t  C a n yon 
S u b s t a t i on s o  l o n g  as  We s t e r n  u p r a t e s  i t s C u r e c a n t i -S h i p r o c k  2 30 kV l i n e 
to 3 4 5  kV ope r a t i on .  P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  r e s po n s e  to Comme n t  1 i n  S e c t i o n 
3 . 3 . 9 .  

Comme n t  2 5  
F i g u r e  3 - 3 . 
T h i s  towe r may b e  m i s l a b e l e d - - s hou l d  i t  b e  1 1 5  kV ? 3 . 2 . 2  P a g e  3 - 1 0  
Con s t r u c t i on Me t hod s , L a s t p a r a  of s e c t i on .  W h a t  i s  t h e  c o s t p e r  m i l e  
u s i n g n o n c on v e n t i on a l  me t h od s a s  com p a r e d  to road b u i l d i n g a n d  
con v e n t i on a l  me t hod s . 

Re spon s e  
F i g u r e  3 - 3  w a s  m i s l a b e l e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S . T h e  f i g u r e  s hou l d  r e ad " Lon g 
H o l l ow- D u r a n go 1 1 5  kV L i n e , Dou b l e -C i r c u i t S t r u c t u r e . "  B a s e d  on 
t r an s m i s s i on l i n e c on s t r u c t i on e x p e r i e n c e  i n  Co l o r a d o , 1 00 p e r c e n t  
h e l i cop t e r  c on s t r u c t i on c a n  c o s t two to t h r e e  t i me s  mor e  t h a n  
con v e n t i on a l  c on s t r u c t i o n . 

Comme n t  2 6  
W h a t  a g e n c i e s ,  bod i e s ,  o r  e n t i t i e s c a n  " no t  p e rm i t "  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
m e t h od s ?  For w h a t  r e a s o n s a r e  t h e y " No t  P e r m i t t e d " ?  W h a t  type of 
t e r r a i n d i c t a t e s  h e l i c op t e r  c on s t r u c t i on ?  W i l l  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  i n  t h e s e  
two do c u me n t s  a l s o a p p l y  to p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i f  t h e  l a n down e r  s o  d e s i r e s ?  
W i l l  t h e y  a p p l y  i f  t h e  c ou n t i e s r e q u e s t  t h e m  for p r i v a t e  l a n d s ?  
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Re s pon s e  
T h e  B L M  a n d  Fore s t  S e r v i c e cou l d  r e q u i r e t h e  u s e  of n o n c o n v e n t i o n a 1  
con s t r u c t i on me t hod s fo r s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l i n e . Non c on v e n t i o n a 1  
con s t r u c t i on may b e  r e q u i r e d  d u e  to l a c k  of e x i s t i n g  a c c e s s , s t e e p  
t e r r a i n ,  s o i l c o n d i t i on s  a n d  s e n s i t i v e e n v i ronme n t a l  e l e me n t s . S t e e p  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  t e r r a i n may n e c e s s i t a te n o n c o n v e n t i on a 1  c on s t r u c t i on 
me t h od s . T h e  g u i d e l i n e s  fou n d  i n  E n v i r o n me n t a l  C r i t e r i a  for E l e c t r i c 
T r a n s m i s s i on �s t e m s  ( U S DA a n d  U S D I , 1 9 7 1 ) a n d  N a t i o�_ F or e s t  La n d s c ape 
M a n age me n t  - U t i l i t i e s  ( U S DA 1 9 7 5 )  w i l l  a p p l y  to a l l l a n d s  c ro s s e d  by t h e  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  

Comme n t  2 7  
3 . 2 . 3  p a g e  3- 1 0  - 1 1 P a r a . l .  
" A l l e a s e me n t s  a c q u i r e d  wou l d  
c e r ta i n o t h e r  i te m s  d amage d "  

p rov i d e for p ayme n t  of d a mage s to c ro p s  a n d  
L i s t  i n  f u l l  t h e s e  c e r t a i n o t h e r  i te m s . 

Re spon s e  
The  l i s t i s  a s  l on g  a s  t h e  n u mbe r of s pe c i f i c  u s e s  e a c h  
for h i s o r  h e r  p rop e r ty . Some of t h e  mo s t  c ommon a r e : 
b r i d ge s , t re e s ,  fe n c e s , a n d  i mp roveme n t s . 

Comm e n t  2 8  
P a r a . 2 .  

i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  
c rop s , roadwa y s , 

Ag r i c u l t u r e i s  po s s i b l y  not  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  b e s t  u s e  for t h e  l a n d . I s e e  
n o  me n t i on o f  p u r c h a s e  o f  d e v e l opme n t  r i g h t s ?  W h a t  a r e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ' s  
i n t e n t i on s  con c e r n i n g p ayme n t  h e r e  a n d  for l o s s  of s c e n i c  e a s e me n t s  o n  
p r i v a t e  p rop e r t i e s . P ayme n t  s hou l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  R E A  f o r  p r i v a te own e r s  
for i n f l i c t i n g a n  i n d u s t r i a l  zon e  s t r i p i n to a r e a s  of ag r i c u l t u r a l o r  
s u b d i v i s i on or r e c r e a t i on u s e . 

R e s pon s e  
A powe r l i n e doe s not c r e a t e  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  zone  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  
au tom a t i c a l l y .  Zon i n g i s  e s ta b l i s h e d  by t h e  gov e r n me n t a l  age n c i e s . 
A p p r a i s a l  by a q u a l i f i e d r e a l  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s e r  w i l l  p rop e r l y  t a k e  a l l 
q u e s t i on s  of p rop e r ty v a l u e  i n to a c c o u n t .  Compe n s a t i on w i l l  b e  p a i d  to 
own e r s  of r e c og n i za b l e  p rope r ty i n t e r e s t s  b a s e d  on t h e  c u r r e n t  fa i r  
mar ke t v a l u e  of s u c h  p rop e r ty i n t e r e s t s , co n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  a n d  
be s t  u s e , b u t  n o t  p u r e l y  s p e c u l a t i v e u s e s . 

Comme n t  2 9  
P a r a . 3 .  
I a s s u me t h i s  a p p l i e s to p r i v a t e  p rop e r t i e s  a l s o , doe s i t ,  R EA . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  me t hod s for v e g e t a t i v e c l e a r i n g  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  r e fe r e n c e d  p a r a g r a p h  
ap p l y  t o  a l l l a n d s  t h a t  wou l d  b e  c ros s e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  

Comme n t  30 
3 . 2 . 4 . 3 - 1 1  P a r a . 1 .  
I n s pe c t i on by con t r a c to r s to C-U / W  i s  e n t i r e l y  i n a d e q u a t e  a n d  
u n a c c e p t a b l e .  Con t i n u o u s i n s pe c t i on o f  bo t h  Gov e r n me n t  a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  
s hou l d  b e  p e r formed  s o l e l y  b y  C-U / W  a s  comp l i a n c e  w i t h  e n v i ronme n t a l  
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r e g u l a t I on s , g u I d e l I n e s , a n d  s t i p u l a t i on s  c a n not b e  i n s u r e d  o r  c or r e c t e d  
I n  a f I n a l  I n s p e c t I on .  On l y  p r e v e n t i n g e n v i ronme n t a l  d e g r a d a t I on i n s u r e s  
e n v I ronme n t a l  p ro t e c t i on .  On c e  a c om p l i a n c e  i s  b r ok e n  i t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  
m i t i g a t e d  o r  c o r r e c t e d  f u l l y  s o  n on - c om p l i a n c e  o f  e n v i ronme n t a l  c o n c e r n s  
s ho u l d  r e s t  w i t h C-U / H  a n d  R EA . 

Re s pon s e  
D u r i n g  t h e  c on s t r u c t i on o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e ,  Co l or ado-U t e , t h e  
p ro j e c t  mana g e r , wo u l d  c l o s e l y  mon i to r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i on 
c o n t r a c tor w i t h  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i on o n  a d a i l y  b a s i s .  I n d i v i d u a l  l a n d ow n e r s  
a s  we l l  a s  gov e r nm e n t a l  ag e n c y  c omp l i a n c e  off i c e r s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to 
c o n t a c t t h e s e  f i e l d  i n s p e c tor s on a n  " a s  r e q u i r e d "  b a s i s t o  i n s u r e  
con t r ac tor c omp l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p e r m i t a n d  c on s t r u c t i o n r e q u i r e me n t s . I n  
a d d i t i on ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a g e n c y  s p e c i a l u s e  p e r m i t a n d  l a n do w n e r  
r e q u i r e me n t s  w i l l  b e  i n c o r po r a t e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  c on s t r u c t i on c o n t r a c t  
a n d  w i l l  b e  b i n d i n g  o n  t h e  c on s t r u c t i o n c o n t r a c to r . 

Comme n t  3 1  
I f  n on - c omp l i a n c e  s ho u l d  o c c u r , R EA b y  g r a n t i n g  f i n a n c i n g a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
C - U  for c on s t r u c t i on h a s  t o  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  p r ov i s i on s  o f  t h e  S D E I S  a n d  
F E I S  w i l l  b e  me t .  W h a t  p r ov i s i on s  a n d  b o n d i n g a r e  r e q u i r e d  b y  R EA t o  
g u a r a n t e e  e n v i r o n me n t a l  a n d  o t h e r  c o n c e r n s  of t h e  F i n a l  E I S  a r e  me t o n  
p r i v a t e  l a n d ?  W h a t  r e c ou r s e s  d o  c o u n t i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s h a v e  
w i t h  non-com p l i a n c e  o f  e n v i r o n me n t a l  r e g u l a t i on s , g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  
s t i p u l a t i on s ?  W h a t  i s  R EA ' s r o l e i n  t h i s  r e c ou r s e ?  C a n  R E A  b e  s u e d  
d i r e c t l y  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s i f  n o n - comp l i a n c e  o c c u r s . 

R e s pon s e  
I f  non c omp l i a n c e  s h ou l d  o c c u r , R EA a n d  Co l o r a do- U t e  s hou l d  b e  n o t i f i e d  
i mm e d i a t e l y  o f  t h e  p r ob l e m .  E v e ry e ffor t w i l l  b e  m a d e  to c o r r e c t  a 
p r o b l em of n o n c omp l i a n c e . R EA doe s not  r e q u i r e a b o n d  from a b o r rowe r t o  
g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s  a r e  c a r r i e d  o u t . Cou n t i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  
i n d i v i d u a l s h a v e  a s  r e c o u r s e  for n o n c omp l i a n c e  w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
r e g u l a t i on s , g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  s t i p u l a t i on s  w h a t e v e r  r e me d i e s a r e  p r ov i d e d  
i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s , g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  s t i p u l a t i on s . A s  a 
c on d i t i on of r e c e i v i n g t h e  R E A  l oa n  g u a r a n t e e , R EA wou l d  r e q u i r e t h a t  
Co l or ado-U t e  c ov e n a n t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  c o n s t r u c t  a n d  o p e r a t e  t h e  P roj e c t  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  F E I S . S ho u l d  Co l or a do-U t e  n o t  c o n s t r u c t  a n d  ope r a t e  
t h e  P roj e c t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i t s c o mm i t me n t s , R E A  c ou l d ,  a mo n g  o t h e r  
r e m e d i e s ,  w i t h ho l d t h e  a d v a n c e  of l oa n  f u n d s  o r  s u e  for s p e c i f i c  
p e r forman c e , w h i c h c ou l d  r e s u l t i n  Co l o r a d o- U t e  b e i n g  or d e r e d  b y  a c ou r t  
t o  c omp l y  w i t h  t h e  comm i t me n t s . 

Comme n t  3 2  
P a r a . 2 o f  s e c t i on p a g e  3 - 1 1 .  
T h e  c on s t r u c t i on c o n t r a c to r  i s  h i r e d  b y  C -U / W  a n d  h a s  l i t t l e i f  a n y  
b i n d i ng c o n t a c t w i t h  F e d e r a l , s t a t e  o r  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s . I t  i s  i n c o r r e c t  
a n d  m i s l e ad i n g t o  s ay i n  S D E I S  t h a t  d am a g e  wou l d  b e  r e p a i r e d  b y  
c o n s t r u c t i on c on t r a c to r  w h e n  t h e  d u ty a n d  o b l i ga t i on f a l l s  s o l e l y  o n  
C -U / H  a n d  R EA . T h i s  s ho u l d  b e  c or r e c t e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S . C - U / H  a n d  R EA 
s h ou l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  mon i tor a l l c o n s t r u c t i on ,  p r e  c o n s t r u c t i on ,  a n d  
po s t  c on s t r u c t i on a n d  o t h e r  a s pe c t s  a t  a l l t i me s . 
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Re spon s e  
A s  me n t i on e d  i n  a p r e v i ou s  r e s pon s e , t h e  s p e c i a l u s e  p e r m i t a n d  l a n d ow n e r 
r e q u i r e me n t s  w i l l  b e  i n c o r por a t e d  i n to t h e  c on s t r u c t i o n con t r a c t ;  
t h e r e fore , t h e  c o n s t r u c t i on con t r a c tor w i l l  b e  bou n d  to c omp l y  w i t h  t h e s e  
o b l i ga t i on s  a n d  Co l o r ado-U t e , t h e  p r oj e c t  m a n a g e r ,  w i l l  make s u r e  t h e y  
a re comp l i e d w i t h . Co l or ado-U te w i l l  mon i to r  p r e con s t r u c t i on , 
c on s t r u c t i on ,  a n d  po s t  c on s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s . 

Comme n t  3 3  
3 . 2 . 5  P a g e  3- 1 2  A c c e s s  road Con s t .  P a r a . 2 .  
Wou l d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s t a n d a r d s for a c c e s s  road s for fe d e r a l  l a n d s  a l s o b e  
g r a n t e d  a n d  u s e d' on p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i f  r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  l a n d  own e r .  I f  
not , why n o t ?  

Re spon s e  
A c c e s s  roa d s  a c ros s p r i v a t e l y  h e l d  l a n d s  w i l l  b e  c on s t r u c te d  to t h e  s ame 
s t a n d a r d s as  a c ro s s  F e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  l a n d s . T h e r e  i s  no i n te n t  by 
Co l orado-U t e , W e s t e r n , PSC or R EA to p rov i d e l e s s  p r o t e c t i o n to p r i v a t e  
l a n d s  t h a n  p u b l i c  l a n d s . 

Comme n t  3 4  
How wou l d  p e r m i s s i o n for t h e i r u s e  b e  o b t a i n e d . 
t h e  l a n d  own e r , ou t 1  i n e t h e  s p e c i f i c  s t e p s  u s e d  
a n d  i n c l u d e  t h e  l e g a l doc u me n t s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  
a l l owed  to P r i v a t e  own e r s . 

R e s pon s e  

I f  b y  n e go t i a t i o n w i t h  
b y  C-U / W  i n  n e go t i a t i on 
F S  a n d  B LM a n d  t h o s e  

P e r m i s s i on to u s e  a c c e s s  i s  n e go t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n down e r . FS  a n d  B LM 
i n c l u d e  a c c e s s  p e r m i s s i on i n  t h e  p e r m i t s  o r  g r a n t s  t h e y  i s s u e . T h e  
fo l l ow i n g  s te p s  ou t 1  i n e t h e  p roc e d u r e u s e d  t o  o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n for 
a c c e s s :  

1 .  D e t e r m i n e  a c c e s s  r e q u i r e me n t s ; 
2 .  I d e n t i fy a c c e s s  rou t e ; 
3 .  De s c r i b e a c c e s s  roa d w i t h  l e g a l s u r v ey d e s c r i p t i o n ,  i f  n e e d e d ; 
4 .  Ap p r a i s e a c c e s s  road to e s t a b l i s h i t s v a l u e ; 
5 .  N e go t i a t e  to b u y  a c c e s s  road e a s e me n t  r i g h t s  from affe c t e d  

l a n down e r . 
S amp l e  c op i e s of We s t e r n  a n d  Co l or ad o-U t e  a c q u i s i t i o n doc u me n t s  a r e  fou n d  
i n  A p p e n d i x  C for i n fo r ma t i on a s  t o  g e n e r a l po l i c y ;  s i t e s p e c i f i c  
a c q u i s i t i on doc u me n t s  may d i ffe r i n  t e r m s  f rom t h e s e  s amp l e s . T h e  For e s t  
S e r v i c e a n d  B L M  p e r m i t s  for t h i s  p roj e c t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  ye t ,  
t h e r e fo r e , t h e y  a r e  not  av a i l a b l e .  

Comme n t  3 5  
P a r a . 3 .  
G a t e s wou l d  b e  i n s t a l l e d a n d  l oc k e d  i f  r e q u i r e d - - r e q u i r e d  by whom ? 

T h e  l a n down e r  
T h e  fed  o r  s t a te body 
Col or ado-U te / We s t e r n  

W h a t  type o f  g a t e ? W h a t  type o f  b r a c e s  t o  p r o t e c t  fe n c e ?  R E A  n e e d s to 
r e q u i r e i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S  t h a t  Co l o .  S t a t e  H i g h way d e p a r tme n t  s t a n d a r d s b e  
me t i n  a n y  fe n c e  r e p a i r o r  i n s t a l l a t i on .  
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Re spon s e  
Gat e s , r i g i d  a n d  b r a c e d , ( ty p e  a n d  s p e c i f i c a t i on s  to b e  d e t e r m i n e d  w i t h  
l a n down e r  i n p u t  or l a n d  man a g e me n t  a g e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ) ,  w i l l  b e  
i n s t a l l e d i n  e x i s t i n g fe n c e s  a n d  l oc k e d  p e r  r e q u i r e me n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
t h e  l a n d own e r  or l a n d  ma n a g e me n t  a g e n c y . 

Comme n t  3 6  
3 . 3 . 1 E n e r gy Con s e r v a t i o n ,  p a r a . 2 .  
I f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  membe r c oo p s  h a v e  s t u d i e d a n d  e n c ou r age e n e r g y 
con s e r v a t i on . . .  s u c h  a s  off- p e a k  u s e  of home a p p l i a n c e s , why a r e  C-U a n d  
i t s memb e r s  s o  v i o l e n t l y  o p po s e d  t o  d e ma n d  me t e r s  a n d  w h y  d i d  t h e y  c r e a t e  
a n  a l l o u t  w a r  w i t h  t h e  Co l orado PUC for r e q u i r i n g d e m a n d  me te r s ?  

Re spon s e  
A l l t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  p r oj e c t  e n cou ra g e  a n d  p romo t e  e n e rgy 
con s e r v a t i on .  The rate s t r u c t u r e  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  by Co l or ado-U t e  r e wa r d s  
c on s u me r s  for u s i n g  l e s s  e l e c t r i c i t y .  T h e  con s ume r i s  c h a r g e d  s t r i c t l y  
for t h e  q u a n t i ty of e l e c t r i c i ty u s e d . I f  l e s s  i s  u s e d  t h e  c o n s u me r s  b i l l  
i s  l ow e r . T h e  d e m a n d - r a t e  o p po s e d  by Co l or a do-U t e  e n c o u r a g e s c o n s u me r s  
to 1 e v e 1 i z e t h e i r  u s a g e  of e l e c t r i c i ty ,  b u t  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  r e d u c e  
t h e i r  u s a g e  b y  c on s e r v i n g .  

U n d e r t h e  d e ma n d  r a te s t r u c t u r e  a c o n s ume r i s  c h a r g e d  b a s e d  u p o n  b o t h  t h e  
q u a n t i ty u s e d  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e a k  u s age  ( or d e ma n d ) fo r a 1 5  m i n u t e 
pe r i od d u r i n g  t h e  mon t h . T h e  c h a r g e  for t h e  q u a n t i ty ( or e n e r gy )  u s e d  i s  
r e l a t i v e l y  l ow a n d  t h e  d e ma n d  c h a r ge fa i r l y  h i g h .  A l l e l e c t r i c  c o n s u me r s  
who c a r e f u l l y  1 e ve 1 i z e d  t h e i r  u s a g e  c ou l d  ac t u a l l y  u s e  mor e  e n e r g y  t h a n  
u n d e r  Co 1 0r a do-U t e ' s  f l a t r a t e , b u t  b e  c h a r g e d  l e s s . W h i l e  a c u s tome r 
own i n g a s o l a r  home who u s e s  on l y  a s ma l l amou n t  of e n e r gy b u t  h a s  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h d e m a n d  on . a  c o u p l e  of c l ou d y  d a y s  i n  t h e  mo n t h  wou l d  b e  
c h a r g e d  c on s i d e r a b l y  mo r e  u n d e r  a d e m a n d  r a t e  t h a n  t h e  f l a t r a t e . For 
t h e s e  r e a son s Co l ora do-U t e  doe s n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e ma n d  r a t e  w i l l  
e n co u r ag e  con s e r v a t i on ,  b u t  m i g h t  ac t u a l l y  d i s c o u r a g e  i t .  

T h e  PUC s t aff , on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , b e l i e v e s  d e m a n d  me t e r s  wo u l d  l e a d  to 
i n c r e a s e d  con s ume r con s e r v a t i on .  The u s e  of d e m a n d  me t e r s  a t  t h e  r e t a i l 
l e v e l  wo u l d  r e q u i r e a d d i t i on a l  i n v e s tme n t  by t h e  u t i l i t y .  T h e  
d i s a g r e e me n t  t o  wh i c h you r  c omme n t  r e fe r s  i s  a n  e ffor t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
wh e t h e r  d e ma n d  me t e r s  wou l d  be  e c onom i c a l l y  j u s t i f i e d a n d  w h e t h e r  a 
d e m a n d  e n e r gy r a t e  wou l d  r e a l l y  r e s u l t  i n  con s e r v a t i on .  

Comme n t  3 7  
3 . 3 . 4  P a g e  3 - 1 6 .  
New 1 1 5 kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e 
to t r a n s m i t t h e  i n c r e a s e d  powe r a v a i l a b l e  to m e m b e r  s u b s t a t i on s  a n d  to 
new me mbe r s u b s ta t i on s  a n d  to s e r v i c e a r e a s  c r e a t e d  by a n d  a f t e r  
con s t r u c t i on o f  t h e  n e w  3 4 5  l i n e .  L a  P l a t a  E l e c t r i c  boa r d  m e mb e r s  h a v e  
p u b 1 i c a 1 1 y  s t a t e d  a n e w  l i n e w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  P a gos a S p r i n g s  w i t h i n 
1 0  y e a r s  a n d  a r e  i n  t h e  p r oc e s s  of a c q u i r i n g ROW for a n e w  1 1 5 kV l i n e to 
t i e  i n  a n d  l oop w i t h  a n e w  l i n e p ropo s e d  by S a n  M i g u e l Powe r to S i l v e r ton 
and t h e n  n e x t  p h a s e  to C a s c a d e  s u b s t a t i on . T h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e a n d  B L M  
a r e  we l l  awa r e  o f  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i on s  to t h e m . W h a t  goe s h e r e ?  I n c l u d e  
t h e s e  p ropos a l s a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  books i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S ! W h e r e  a n d  w h a t  
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a r e  s ome of t h e s e  n e w  1 1 5  l i n e s ?  I n s te a d  of C-U own i n g t h e s e  l i n e s  t h e y  
may b e  C-U membe r Co-op own e d  a n d  b u i l t , b u t  t h ey a r e  s t i l l  1 1 5  
d i s t r i b u t i on l i n e s . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  1 1 5  k V  f a c i l i t i e s t h a t  L a  P l a t a  E l e c t r i c A s s oc i a t i on h a s  p ropo s e d  a r e  
n o t  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  c on s t r u c t i on o f  t h i s  p roj e c t  a n d  wou l d h a v e  b e e n  
p ropo s e d  t o  b e  b u i l t  a n yway . T h e  p u r po s e  of t h e s e  a n d  f u t u r e  1 1 5  kV 
f ac i l i t i e s a re to r e p l a c e  o r  s u p po r t o l d ,  o v e r l oad e d  4 6  kV d i s t r i b u t i on 
l i n e s  i n  t h e  memb e r  s y s t e m ' s s e r v i c e a r e a s . E a c h p roj e c t , a s  i t  i s  
p ropos e d , w i l l  b e  s u bj e c te d  to a n  e nv i ron me n t a l  r e v i e w i n d e p e n d e n t  of 
t h i s  p roj e c t .  

O t h e r  a d d i t i on a l  s u b t r a n s m i s s i on a n d  d i s t r i b u t i on f a c i l i t i e s may r e s u l t 
f rom t h e  c on s t r u c t i on of t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  l i n e ;  howe v e r , t h e y  a re not  
p re s e n t l y i d e n t i f i a b l e and  the  l oc a t i on s  are  i n d e f i n i t e ,  mak i n g  an  
a n a l y s i s  of e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  m e a n i n g l e s s  a t  t h i s  t i me .  

Comme n t  3 8  
3 . 3 . 7 .  
Doe s  t h e  e x i s t i n g t r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m  h a v e  s u ff i c i e n t  c a p a c i ty to s u p po r t  
t h e  o u ta g e  o f  t h e  p ro po s e d 3 4 5  k V  l i n e ?  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  e x i s t i n g s y s t e m  w i l l  s u p po r t a n  ou t a g e  o f  t h e  p ro po s e d  n e w  3 4 5  kV 
l i n e ,  b u t  w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d  o n  tota l t ra n s f e r  c a p a b i l i ty u n t i l t h e  
R i f l e - C u r e c a n t i - S h i p r o c k  2 30 k V  l i n e  i s  u p r a t e d  t o  3 4 5  kV . T h e  p ropos e d  
3 4 5  kV l i n e w i l l  b e  s e c t i on a l i z e d  b y  t h e  R i f l e ,  G r a n d  J u n c t i on ,  Mon t ro s e  
a n d  Lon g  H o l l ow S u b s ta t i on s  a n d  t h e  S a n  J u a n  G e n e ra t i n g  S t a t i on .  A n  
ou tage  o c c u r r i n g o n  a n y  s e c t i on o f  t h e  p ro po s e d  3 4 5  k V  l i n e wou l d  b e  
i so l a te d  a n d  t h e  s o u t hwe s t  Co l o r a do l oa d s  c ou l d  s t i l l  b e  s e r v e d  
a d e q u a t e l y  b y  t h e  r e ma i n i n g 3 4 5  k V  l i n e s e gme n t s . 

Comme n t  3 9  
I t  i s  a s h ame t h a t  t h e  Co l o .  H i g h way D e p t  a n d  t h e  u t i l i t i e s d o  n o t  g e t  
tog e t h e r  a n d  l ay t h e  l i n e s  down t h e  h i g h way s a n d  u t i l i z e t h e  h e a t  for 
me l t i n g  s now a n d  i c e f r om h i g h way s i n  t h e  w i n t e r . S u r e l y  a f e d e r a l g r a n t  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c ov e r  t h e  c os t .  

Re s po n s e  
T h e  a d d e d  c o s t s  a n d  pot e n t i a l ma i n t e n a n c e  p rob l e m s  a s s oc i a t e d  w i t h  
u n d e r g rou n d  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  make t h em l e s s  d e s i r a b l e t h a n  o v e r h e a d  
l i n e s  f rom t h e  u t i l i t i e s p e r s p e c t i v e . A n o t h e r  d i s ad v a n t a g e  wou l d  b e  
t ry i n g  to rou t e  t h e  e l e c t r i c l i n e s  t o  t h e  s ame p o i n t s  a s  h i g h way s . T h e  
coord i n a t i on r e q u i r e d  d u r i n g c on s t r u c t i on wou l d  b e  e x t e n s i v e .  
Ma i n t e n a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s on t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i n e s  wou l d  d i s r u p t  t h e  v e h i c l e  
t r a ff i c .  R EA i s  not  awa r e  of a n y  s ou r c e  of F e d e r a l  g r a n t  f u n d s  t o  
a n a l y z e  t h e  c on c e p t  o r  f i n a n c e  s u c h  a c on s t r u c t i on p r oj e c t .  
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Comme n t  40 
3 . 4 . 2  1 s t p a r a . 
I f  We s t e r n  wou l d  " mo s t l i ke l y  u s e  o n e  of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e c o r r i do r s "  w h y  
doe s not  Co l o- U t e  do t h e  s ame i n  Mon t e z uma a n d  La P l a t a  cou n t i e s l i ke t h e  
p r e s e n t  2 30 k V  r ou t e . 

Re s pon s e  
Co l or a do-U t e  n e e d s  to d e l i v e r  powe r a n d  e n e r gy to L a  P l a ta E l e c t r i c  
A s soc i a t i on so i t  c a n  s e r v e  t h e  D u r a n go a r e a  l oad c e n t e r ; t h e r e fo r e , 
pa r a l l e l i n g t h e  e x i s t i n g Lo s t  C a n yo n - S h i p ro c k  2 30 kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
cor r i dor i s  not  a v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

Comme n t  4 1  
3 . 4 . 4  3 . 4 . 5 3 - 2 5 .  
Wou l d  mo s t  l i ke l y  u s e  a l t e r n a t i v e c or r i do r s /  T h i s  i s  s p e c u l a t i on a n d  i f  
t h e y  wou l d  mo s t  l i ke l y  u s e  a l t e r n a t i v e  c or r i dor s w h a t  a r e  t h e y  do i n g w i t h  
C-U i n  t h i s  l oc a t i on ( p r e fe r r e d ) .  C - U  c a n  me e t  L a  P l a ta E 1 e c t r i c s n e e d s  
w i t h  a t  mo s t  a dou b l e  c i r c u i t  1 1 5 l i n e .  

Re s pon s e  
I f  a c oord i n a t e d  a p p roa c h  i s  n o t  u s e d , We s te r n  a n d  Co l o r a do- U t e  wou l d  
h a v e  to b u i l d  s e p a ra te t r a n s m i s s i on fa c i l i t i e s r e s u l t i n g i n  two 
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  i n s t e a d  of o n e  a n d  c a u s i n g g r e a t e r  e n v i r o n me n t a l  
i mp a c t s . Co l or a do- U t e  n e e d s  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty t o  s e r v e  L a  P l a ta 
E l e c t r i c  A s s oc i a t i on a n d  fou r of i t s o t h e r  me mb e r  s y s t e m s  i n  s o u t h we s t  
Co l or a do . A dou b l e - c i r c u i t  1 1 5 kV l i n e w i t h  a c a p a c i ty of a p p ro x i ma te l y  
1 2 5 MW wou l d  on l y  s e r v e  Co 1 0rado- U t e ' s  n e e d s  u n t i l 1 98 5  ( s e e  S D E 1 S ,  2 . 2 . 2 
a n d  T a b l e  2 - 5 ) . 

Comme n t  42 
3 . 4 . 7 .  
I f  n e w  growth i n  s o u t h we s te r n  Co l o .  h a s  d e c r e a s e d  s i n c e  F e b . 5 ,  1 98 2 , 
U te s  g rowt h  p roj e c t i on s  i n  F i n a l  E I S  h a v e  to b e  c o r r e c t e d  to r e f l e c t  
c u r r e n t  d a t a  a n d  i n forma t i on i n  2 . 2 . 1 a n d  T a b l e  2 - 1 a n d  2 - 2  a n d  o t h e r  
p l a c e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y . 

Re s pon s e  
S e c t i on 3 . 4 . 7  o f  t h e  S D E I S  r e fe r s  t o  a r e d u c e d  r a t e  o f  l oad g ro w t h  a n d  
not  a r e d u c t i on o f  l oa d . T h i s  i s  cor r e c t l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  T a b l e s 2 - 1  a n d  
2 - 2  of t h e  S D E I S . 

Comme n t  4 3  
3 . 4 . 9  P a g e  3 - 2 6  1 s t P a r a g r a p h . 
I n d e p e n d e n t  a c t i on c r e a t i n g g r e a t e r  ov e r a l l e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t ?  I s  
t h i s  b a s e d  on s p e c u l a t i on s t a t e me n t s  i n  3 . 4 . 2 ,  2 . 4 . 4 ,  a n d  3 . 4 . 5  t h a t  
l i n e s  wou l d  mo s t  l i ke l y  b e  b u i l t  i n  a l t e r n a te c or r i dor s . Doe s 3 . 4 . 9  take  
i n to a c cou n t  the  p ropo s e d  a c t i on s  of u pg r a d i n g of the  2 30 l i n e and  the  
ad d i t i on a l  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  l i n e to p a r a l l e l  the  3 4 5  l i n e c ov e r e d  h e r e ?  T h i s  
s hou l d  b e  a d d e d  to f i n a l E I S .  
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R e s pon s e  
I f  Co l o r ado-U t e , We s t e r n , a n d  PSC h ad to c on s t r u c t  s e p a r a t e t r a n s m i s s i o n 
l i n e s  to me e t  e a c h  of t h e i r  n e e d s , t h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  of t h e  t h r e e  
n e w  l i n e s  wou l d  b e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  i mp a c t s  of t h e  p ro po s e d  p l a n .  T h e  
p ropo s e d  a c t i on be i n g a d d r e s s e d  i s  c on s t r u c t i on of a s i n g l e - c i r c u i t 
3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e a n d  a s so c i a t e d  fa c i l i t i e s f rom R i f l e ,  Co l or a d o , 
to t h e  S a n  J u a n  G e n e r a t i n g S t a t i o n n e a r  F a r m i n g ton , N e w  M e x i co .  S e c t i on 
3 . 4 . 9  of t h e  S D E I S  doe s not  i n c l u d e  u p g r a d i n g We s t e r n ' s  2 30 kV l i n e n o r  
a n  a d d i t i on a l  3 4 5  k V  l i n e p a r a 1 1 e 1 1 i n g t h e  p ro po s e d  p roj e c t . T h e s e  
f u t u r e  p ropos a l s a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  S e c t i on 5 . 1 4 of t h e  S D E I S . 

Comme n t  44 
3 . 4 . 9  P a g e  3 - 2 6  2 n d  P a r a g r a p h . 
T h e  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ?  T h i s  i s  e n t i r e l y  
a s u b j e c t i v e  s t a t e me n t . W h a t  p u b l i c  a n d  how i s  i t  i n  i t s i n t e r e s t ?  
E x p a n d  on t h i s  s t a t e me n t  a n d  a l so i n c l u d e  who l i ke t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d  
own e r s  a n d  c u s tome r s  of C-U who w i l l  b e  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  pay for t h e  " p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t " . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  propo s e d  p roj e c t  i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t ho s e  who con s u me e l e c t r i c  
e n e r gy a n d  r e c e i v e s e r v i c e f rom t h e  t h re e  p roj e c t  p a r t i c i pa n t s . T h i s  
p roj e c t  w i l l  a l l ow t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  to c on t i n u e  to p rov i d e a n  a d e q u a t e  
a n d  r e 1 i a b 1 e  s u p p l y  of powe r a n d  e n e r g y  t o  t h e i r  c u s tome r s . T h e  PUC h a s  
d e te r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  proj e c t  i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a n d  h a s  i s s u e d  a 
Ce r t i f i c a t e  for t h e  s i n g l e - c i r c u i t 3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e p r oj e c t . 

Comme n t  4 5  
3 . 6 . 1 3 - 2 9  2 n d  P a r ag r a p h . 
T h e  p u b l i c  h a d  no i n p u t  i n to i n t e r age n c y  me e t i n g s  o r  not i f i c a t i on of 
t h e s e  me e t i n g s  a n d  t h e  p u b 1  i c  s cop i n g me e t i n g s  d i d  not  me e t  R EA ' s own 
r e q u i r e me n t s  for p u b l i c  no t i f i c a t i o n a n d  we r e  p ro b a b l y  i l l e g a l  be c au s e  of 
th i s .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  i n t e r age n c y  me e t i n g w a s  h e l d  t o  r e c e i ve i n p u t  o n  t h e  p roj e c t  f rom 
F e d e r a l , s t a t e  a n d  l oc a l  gov e r n me n t  a g e n c i e s .  P u b 1  i c  i n p u t  was r e c e i v e d  
a t  p u b l i c  i n forma t i on me e t i n g s  h e l d  i n  S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 9 . Ad v e r t i s i n g for 
t h e s e  p u b l i c  me e t i n g s  me t R EA ' s no t i f i c a t i on r e q u i r e me n t s . REA f u r t h e r  
r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  Co l o r ado- U t e  a n no u n c e  i n  l oc a l  n e w s p a p e r s  t h a t  a d d i t i on a l  
p u b l i c  i n forma t i on me e t i n g s  wou l d  b e  h e l d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 8 3  b e fo r e  t h e  S D E I S  
w a s  p r e p a r e d . 

Comme n t  4 6  
3 . 6 . 2 . 6  p a r a . 2 .  
a n d  Ta b l e  3-4 a n d  f i g u r e  3 - 6 . 
boug h t  t h i s  s u b s t a t i on s i t e i n  
p a r t i c u l ar s u b s t a t i on l oc a t i on 

How mu c h  b e ar i n g doe s t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C-U 
1 9 7 9  h av e  on the a t t e m p t  to j u s t i fy t h i s  
a n d  t h e  s t u d y of a l t e r n a t i v e l oc a t i on s . 

Re s pon s e  
R EA m a d e  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  e v a l u a t i o n of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s u b s t a t i o n s i t e s  
a n d  h a s  c on c l u d e d  t h a t  Co 1 o r a do-U t e ' s  p r e f e r r e d  l oc a t i on i s  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  
s i te .  

3 - 4 9  



Comme n t  4 7  
P a r a . 6 .  
So w h a t  i f  e x p a n s i on wo u l d  r e q u i r e e x pa n s i on o n to B L M  l a n d  a n d  r e l oc a t i on 
of a cou n ty road . T h e s e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  s hou l d  b e  u s e d  fo r t h e  p u b l i c  good 
a n d  t h e s e  a r e  no r e a s o n  for not e x p a n d i n g t h i s  s i t e .  

Re s pon s e  
I f  t h e  D u r a n go S U b s ta t i on we re e x pa n d e d , two s i n g l e  3 4 5  kV c i r c u i t s  o r  a 
3 4 5  kV d o u b l e - c i r c u i t t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e wo u l d  h a v e  to b e  c on s t r u c te d  to 
t h i s  s u b s t a t i on . T h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  a n d  c o s t s  of t h e s e  t wo 
s i n g l e - c i r c u i t  l i n e s  o r  t h i s d o u b l e - c i r c u i t 3 4 5 kV l i n e a n d  t h e  D u r a n go 
S u b s t a t i on e x pa n s i on wo u l d  b e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  p ropo s e d  p l a n .  

Comme n t  48 
Ta b l e  3-4 . 
T h e  f a c t t h a t  no a t t e mp t s  we r e  ma d e  to p u r c h a s e  o t h e r  s U b s t a t i on 
l oc a t i on s  s hows t h a t  t h i s  l oc a t i on wa s d e c i d e d  l on g  b e fo r e  t h e  D E I S  
p roc e s s  a n d  t h e  S D E 1 S j u s t  a t t e mp t s  to j u s t i fy a for e g o n e  c o n c l u s i on a n d  
doe s n o t  r e a l l y  me e t  N E PA a n d  C E Q  r e g u l a t i on s . 

Re s pon s e  
S e v e r a l  s u b s t a t i o n s i t e s  we r e  c on s i d e r e d  b e fo r e  t h e  p r e fe r r e d  s i t e w a s  
p u r c h a s e d . An  i n d e p e n d e n t  R E A  r e v i e w of t h e  o t h e r  s i t e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
f i n d i n g  t h a t  no o t h e r  s i t e w a s  s u p e r i or to t h e  p r e fe r r e d  s i t e .  T h e  f a c t 
t h a t  Co l o r ado-U t e  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  s i t e d i d  not  b i a s R EA ' s r e v i e w of 
a l t e r n a t i v e s u b s t a t i on s i t e s . 

Comme n t  4 9  
3 . 6 . 3  A l t e r n a t i v e towe r D e s i g n s . 
I f  a cou n t y  r e q u i r e s  dou b l e  c i r c u i t  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d / o r  c e r t a i n s t r u c t u r e s  
for e n v i ronme n t a l  r e a s o n s i n  t h e i r  p e r m i t t i n g , C-U / W  w i l l  comp l y ?  

Re s pon s e  
S u c h  a r e q u i r e me n t  wou l d  b e  e v a l u a t e d  b y  Co l o r ado-U t e , We s t e r n  a n d  P S C  
a n d  t h e y  wou l d  wor k  w i t h  t h e  c ou n ty t o  a r r i v e a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  cos t 
effe c t i v e  s o l u t i on .  

Comme n t  50 
3 . 6 . 3  A l t e r n a t i v e towe r De s i g n s . 
REA w i l l  r e q u i r e C-U / W  to l i v e u p  to a n d  me e t  Cou n ty p e rm i t t i n g  
re q u i r e me n t s ?  

Re s pon s e  
A s  a c o n d i t i on of r e c e l v l n g t h e  REA l oa n  g u a r a n t e e , R E A  w i l l  r e q u i r e t h a t  
Co l or a do-U t e  cov e n a n t  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  Gov e r n me n t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  comp l y  w i t h  
a l l l oc a l  l aw s , o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i on s , a s  we l l a s  a l l F e d e r a l  a n d  
s ta t e  l aw s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s , a l l E x e c u t i v e O r d e r s , a n d  a l l M e mo r a n d a  of 
t h e  S e c re t a ry of Ag r i c u l t u r e . 

Comme n t  5 1  
A c o l u m n  fo r 3 4 5  kV Dou b l e C i r c u i t  S i n g l e  S t e e l Po l e  i s  n e e d e d  i n  t h i s 
t ab l e  for comp a r i s o n . 
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R e s pon s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  2 1 . 

Comm e n t  5 2  
3 . 7 .  1 . 2  3- 4 3 . 
S i n c e  " i mpo r t a n c e  i s  r e s e r v e d  for t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i s i on -mak e r "  a n d  
s i n c e  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d  own e r  h a d  no p a r t i c i p a t i on i n  t h e  d e c i s i on p roc e s s  
or a s s i g n i n g n u me r i c  v a l u e s , t h e  who l e p roc e s s  i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n  t h e  
t r u e  c i v i l r i g h t s  v i o l a t i on d e f i n i t i on s . 

Re s po n s e  
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  proc e d u r a l  h i s tory of t h e  E I S  p roc e s s , i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
i n c l u d i n g p r i v a t e  l a n d ow n e r s , h a v e  h a d  t h e  oppor t u n i ty to make comme n t s , 
con t a c t key d e c i s i on mak e r s , a n d  h a v e  t h e i r  con c e r n s  c on s i d e r e d  a n d  
a d d r e s s e d . T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  S D E I S  i s  t o  a l l ow t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  o t h e r s  a n  
oppor t u n i ty t o  comme n t  o n  t h e  p roj e c t  a n d  t h u s  p rov i d e i n p u t  t o  t h e  
d e c i s i on-mak i n g p ro c e s s . T h e  c omme n t s  a r e  t h e n  r e s po n d e d  to , a n d  
a p p rop r i a t e  c h a n g e s m a d e , i n  t h e  F E I S .  Th i s  p r oc e d u r e i s  con s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s  d e v e l op e d  b y  t h e  C EQ . P r i v a t e  l a n d ow n e r s  a n d  F e d e r a l  
l a n down e r s  a r e  t r e a t e d  i d e n t i c a l l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to t h e  q u a n t i f i c a t i on of 
e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp ac t s . P r i me far m l a n d  and i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d  we r e  g i v e n  
a h i g h v a l u e ,  t h e  s ame a s  c omme r c i a l fore s t .  A r e a s  o f  h i g h pop u l a t i on 
d e n s i ty ( a r e a s  u n d e r  p r i v a t e  own e r s h i p ) w e r e  g i v e n  a h i g h r a t i n g .  

Comme n t  5 3  
La n d  u s e  o n  non i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d  s hou l d  b e  u p r a t e d  
non i r r i g a t e d  i s  s o l e l y  t h e  p r e s e n t  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d . 
pot e n t i a l n e e d  c on s i d e r a t i on .  

to H b e c a u s e  
H i g h e s t  a n d  b e s t  u s e  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  u s e  of p r i v a t e  l a n d s  tod ay a n d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  l a n down e r s .  A 
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e towe r wou l d  h a v e  a g r e a t e r  i mp a c t po t e n t i a l on 
i r r i g a t e d  l a n d  t h a n  no n i r r i g a t e d  l a n d  d u e  to t h e  po s s i b l e  i n t e r fe r e n c e  
w i t h  i r r i g a t i o n p r a c t i c e s . N o  a t t e m p t  w a s  mad e t o  s p e c u l a t e o n  or 
e v a l u a t e  t h e  pot e n t i a l u s e  of p r i v a t e  l a n d  or t h e  c u r r e n t  o r  f u t u r e  
l a n d ow n e r  p r e fe r e n c e s a l o n g  t h e  cor r i do r s .  T h e  a n a l y s i s  was  p e r formed  
u s i n g  r e sou r c e  i n for ma t i on a v a i l a b l e on the  c u r r e n t  u s e  of t h e  l a n d . 

Comme n t  5 4  
H u man  R e s o u r c e s  -- Low d e n s i t y a n d  non s e t t 1 e d a r e a s  s hou l d  b e  u p r a t e d  to 
H a l s o  s i n c e  po t e n t i a l h u man  r e s ou r c e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  h a v e  b e e n  i g no r e d . 

R e s pon s e  
Low d e n s i ty a n d  no n s e t t 1 e d  a r e a s  we r e  not i g nor e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  T h e y  
we r e  c on s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  l e s s  pot e n t i a l  for i mp a c t  t h a n  t h e  h i g h d e n s i ty 
a r e a s  a n d  we r e , t h e r efore , r a t e d  a c co r d i n g l y .  I f  t h e s e  a r e a s  h a d  b e e n  
r a t e d  " h i g h " , t h e r e c ou l d  b e  a s i t u a t i on w h e r e  on e a l t e r n a t i v e c o r r i dor 
c ro s s e s  a h i g h l y  pop u l a t e d  area w h i l e  a n o t h e r  c ro s s e s  l a n d  t h a t  i s  not  
s e t t l e d .  Bo t h  wou l d  be  g i v e n  the  s a m e  s c ore  i f  t h e i r m i l e a g e s we r e  t h e  
s ame , b u t  t h e  i mp a c t s  wou l d  n o t  b e  t h e  s ame . T h e  h i g h d e n s i ty a r e a  wou l d  
h a v e  a g r e a t e r  po t e n t i a l for i mp a c t .  S e e  r e s pon s e  to p r e v i ou s  comme n t . 
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Comme n t  5 5  
Comme r c i a l for e s t  e x i s t s  on p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a n d  h a s  not  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d 
anywh e r e  i n  t h e  S D E I S  for t h e  L a  P l a t a Cou n ty a r e a . 

Re spon s e  
A d d i t i on a l i n forma t i on o n  c omme r c i a l for e s t  h a s  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  
S e c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h i s  F E I S . T h i s  i n forma t i on wa s o b t a i n e d  from t h e  
Co l or a d o  S ta t e For e s t  S e r v i c e a t  Co l orado S t a t e  U n i v e r s i ty i n  For t 
Co l l i n s i n  t h e  form of a T i m b e r  R e s o u r c e  I n v e n tory . Ba s e d  on t h i s  
i n forma t i on ,  c om me r c i a l fore s t  on p r i v a te / s t a t e l a n d  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d 
w i t h i n  co r r i dor s p a s s i n g t h rou g h  G a r f i e l d ,  Mon t ro s e ,  O u r a y , Do l or e s , 
S a n  M i g u e l , Mo n t e z u ma a n d  La P l a t a  Co u n t i e s . T h e  r e por t i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
a p p ro x i ma t e l y  1 1  p e r c e n t  o f  p r i v a t e  a n d  s t a t e  l a n d s  i n  L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty 
a r e  co n s i d e r e d  c omme r c i a l fo r e s t  wh i l e a n o t h e r  6 p e r c e n t  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d 
non c omme r c i a l  fore s t .  T h e s e  c omme r c i a l for e s t l a n d s  c on s i s t  of s t a n d s  of 
pon d e ro s a  p i n e < 7 1 . 3  p e r c e n t ) ,  a s p e n  ( 1 3 . 5  p e r c e n t ) , s p r u c e - f i r 
( 1 0 . 2  p e r c e n t ) ,  a n d  m i x e d  c o n i f e r  ( 5 . 0  p e r c e n t ) .  P i nyon - j u n i p e r  i s  
c on s i d e r e d  non comme r c i a l fo r e s t ,  a s  a r e  s ome s t a n d s  of pon d e ro s a  p i n e ,  
a s pe n , a n d  m i x e d  c on i fe r . T h e  m i l e a g e s of s t a t e a n d  p r i v a t e  comme r c i a l 
for e s t  c ros s e d  by t h e  affe c te d  a l t e r n a t i v e c o r r i dor s h a v e  b e e n  to t a l e d .  
Ta b l e  2 - 1  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 2 . 2  i s  a s u mmary of t h e  comme r c i a l for e s t  d a t a  
i te m  a n d  t h e  l a n d  u s e  e n v i ronme n t a l  r e s o u r c e  c a t e gory s c or e s  for t h o s e  
a l te r n a t i v e s  affe c t e d  by i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e  c omme r c i a l fo r e s t  i n forma t i on 
ob ta i n e d  from t h e  Co l o r a do S ta t e  For e s t  S e r v i c e .  

Comme n t  5 6  
Re c r e a t i on n e e d s  a d d i n g h e re -- W h y  we r e  no r e c r e a t i o n a r e a s  i d e n t i f i e d 
on p r i v a t e  l a n d s . T h e  H e s p e r u s  S k i  A r e a  c ro s s cou n t ry s k i  t r a i l s  e x t e n d  
i n to t h e  p r e fe r r e d  Cor r i do r  C i n  t h e  L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty L i n e  t o  t h e  Lon g  
H o l l ow S u b s t a t i o n S e gme n t . T h e  p r i v a te l a n d  i n  S e c t i on s  4 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 2 ,  
1 3 ,  1 1 ,  1 4 , a n d  l 5 , T 3 5 N  R l 1 W ,  N . M . P . M .  i s  of h i g h r e c r e a t i o n a l  
u t i l i z a t i on i n  b o t h  s u mme r a n d  w i n t e r . T h i s  h a s  b e e n  i g nor e d  t h u s  f a r  
i n  t h e  E I S  p roc e s s  a n d  s hou l d  b e  i n c o r por a t e d  i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p r e f e r r e d  Cor r i do r  C p a s s e s  we s t  of t h e  s k i  a r e a , b u t  may ov e r l a p 
par t of Se c t i o n s  9 a n d  1 5 ,  T 3 5 N , R l l W . A s  i s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  M i t i g a t i o n 
P l a n ( S e c t i on 2 . 3  of t h i s  F E I S ) , t h e  p roj e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  coo r d i n a te 
w i t h  t h e  a p p rop r i a t e  a d m i n i s te r i n g  a g e n c y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s i n  t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i on o f  ROW c e n t e r 1 i n e s  a n d  towe r l oc a t i o n s  to a vo i d o r  
m l n l m l z e t h e  pot e n t i a l  for i mp a c t s  t o  r e c r e a t i on a l  a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
H e s p e r u s  S k i  A r e a . 

Comme n t  5 7  
Ta b l e  3- 1 0 ,  F i g u r e  4-5 . 
Vege t a t i on ( Re s ou r c e  D a t a  i t e m )  i s  m i s s i n g .  T h e  " ag r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s "  i s  
d e f i n e d  u n d e r  4 . 6 . 1 . 1 0 ,  p a g e  4- 1 1  a n d  4- 1 2  u n d e r  ma i n  top i c V e g e t a t i o n ,  
4 . 6 ,  p a g e  4 - 9 . I t  n e e d s  to b e  i n c l u d e d  h e r e i n  T a b l e  3- 1 0  a n d  i n  
F i g u r e  4-5 . T h e  i n fo rma t i o n s hown on F i g u r e  4-5 i s  e n t i r e l y  w r o n g  for 
La P l a t a  Cou n ty for p r i v a t e  l a n d s  for a ra d i u s  of 7 m i l e s a rou n d  t h e  town 
of H e s p e r u s . 
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Re spon s e  
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  Ta b l e  3- 1 0  a n d  F i g u r e  4-5 . I n  
Tab l e  3 - 1 0 ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l an d s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  u n d e r  t h e  " La n d  U s e "  r e s ou r c e  
c a t e gor y , a n d  s u b to t a 1 e d a s  p r i me far m l a n d , i r r i g a t e d  c r op l a n d , a n d  
non i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d . I t  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  u s e  c a t e gory w a s  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a te p l a c e  Fo r t h i s  v e g e t a t i on c a t e go r y  t o  avo i d c o n f u s i on .  
T h e  v e g e t a t i on i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t a b l e  i s ,  t h e r e for e , n a t u r a l  p l a n t  
c omm u n i t i e s c ro s s e d  b y  t h e  c o r r i do r s . I t  s hou l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s c a l e 
of F i g u r e  4 - 5  i s  1 / 1 6  i n c h  e q u a l s o n e  m i l e .  A t  t ha t  s c a l e ,  t h e  a r e a  
arou n d  t h e  town o f  H e s p e r u s  ( i  . e .  7 m i  1 e  r ad i u s )  c ov e r s  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  
i n c h  on t h e  ma p .  S i g n i f i c a n t  d e t a i l c a n no t  b e  s hown a t  s u c h  s ma l l 
s c a l e .  M u c h  l a r g e r s c a l e SCS L a n d  U s e  a n d  N a t u r a l  Commu n i t i e s  ma p s  we r e  
u s e d d u r i n g  t h e  c o r r i dor s e l e c t i on a n d  e v a l u a t i on p r oc e s s . 

Comme n t  5 8  
Ta b l e  3 - 1 0  Mon t e z uma - - L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty L i n e  t o  Lon g  H o l l ow ( M L P C L  t o  L H )  
p r i v a t e  l a n d  s e e m s  to h a v e  b e e n  i g no r e d  a s  to g eo l og i c h a za r d . T h i s  
n e e d s cor r e c t i n g  i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S . S e c t i on 9 ,  T 3 5 N , R 1 1 W  a n d  S e c t i on 1 0  
a n d  1 5  a l s o  h a v e  g r e a t l y  u n s ta b l e  g rou n d s . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  r e fe r e n c e  ma p s  u s e d  to a s s e s s  t h e  g eo l og i c  h a z a r d  po t e n t i a l  a l o n g  t h e  
co r r i do r s  ( Co l ton e t  a 1 , 1 9 7 5 )  d o  n o t  i n d i c a t e  a h a z a r d  i n  t h e s e  
s e c t i on s . I f  " u n s t a b 1 e g rou n d "  oc c u r s  i n  a n y  a r e a  to be c ro s s e d  by t h e  
l i n e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  g e o t e c h n i c a l  s t u d y  s t a g e  of t h e  
p roj e c t  a n d  me a s u r e s  w i l l  be  take n t o  a vo i d a n y  s e r i ou s  fou n d a t i on a n d  
s o i l s t a b i l i ty p rob l em s  a t  towe r l oc a t i on s . 

Comme n t  5 9  
Ta b l e  3 - 1 0  L a n d  U s e  - - a d d  t h e  wo r d  " po t e n t i a l " t o  c omme r c i a l fo r e s t  a n d  
add  m i l e a g e  o f  a c t u a l  fore s t  l a n d s  o n  B LM a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i n  
A l t e r n a t i v e C M - L P C . to L H . 

Re s po n s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  5 5 . 

Comme n t  60 
R e c r e a t i on ( H u m a n  R e s ou r c e s )  i s  a l s o  m i s s i n g fo r p r i v a t e  l a n d s , o r  i s  t h e  
l i n e t o  m i s s  a l l o f  t h e  N W  1 / 4 o f  S e c t i on 1 5  a n d  a l l b u t  t h e  S W  1 / 4 of 
S e c t i on 9 T 3 5 N , R 1 1 W ,  N . M . P . M .  fo r A l t e r n a t i v e C ,  F i g u r e 3 - 1 5 ,  M- L P C L  to 
LH . 

Re spon s e  
T h e  i n forma t i on p r e s e n t e d  i n  Ta b l e  3- 1 0  of t h e  S D E I S  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  
r e sou r c e s  c ros s e d  b y  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e o f  t h e  c o r r i do r . I t  i s ,  t h e r e fore , a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s e c t i on of t h e  to t a l  c or r i dor w i d t h . T h e  f i n a l  ROW c ou l d  
be  l oc a t e d  anywh e r e w i t h i n  t h e  c o r r i dor . A l t h ou g h  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  
co r r i dor doe s c ro s s p a r t  o f  S e c t i o n s  9 a n d  1 5 , t h e  c e n t e r l i n e of t h e  
c or r i dor p a s s e s  t h rou g h  t h e  S W  1 / 4 o f  b o t h  s e c t i on s  a n d  t h e r e fo r e , a vo i d s  
c ros s i n g t h e  a r e a  n o t e d  i n  t h e  c omme n t . W h e n  t h e  l oc a t i o n of t h e  ROW i s  
d e te r m i n e d , t h e  own e r s  of p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n r e s ou r c e s  w i l l  b e  
con t a c t e d  a n d  pot e n t i a l con f l i c t s  r e s o l v e d , i f  po s s i b l e .  
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Comm e n t  6 1  
W a s  F i g u r e  3 - 1 5  u s e d  to o b t a i n  m i l e s a n d  s c ore  fo r Ta b l e  3 - l 0 ? I f  
s o , Tab l e  3 - 1 0  n e e d s  r e do i n g  i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S . F i g u r e  3 - 1 5 - - A l l 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  h a v e  to b e  r e ma p p e d  a n d  r e do n e . S u b s t a t i on l oc a t i on on 
a l l i s  3 to 6 m i l e s too f a r  Nor t h . 

R e s pon s e  
F i g u r e  3 - 1 5  wa s not  u s e d  to o b t a i n  t h e  m i l e s a n d  s c o r e s u s e d  i n  
Ta b l e  3 - 1 0 .  T h e  i n t e n t  of F i g u r e  3 - 1 5 w a s  on l y  to i l l u s t r a t e t h e  b a s i c  
d i ffe r e n c e s  b e t we e n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i on b e twe e n  t h e  
Mon t e z uma / L a P l a t a  Cou n ty L i n e  a n d  t h e  p ropo s e d  Lon g  Ho l l ow S u b s t a t i o n . 
T h e  s U b s t a t i on w a s  i n c o r r e c t l y  l oc a t e d  o n  t h e  ma p s . Co r r e c t e d  
F i g u r e s  3 - 1 5  a n d  3 - 1 6  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  S e c t i o n 2 . 2 . 3  o f  t h i s  F E I S . 

Comm e n t  6 2  
F i g u r e  3 - 1 5  s how s g r a p h i c a l l y  a p pa r e n t  ma n i p u l a t i on a s  f a r  a s  a l t e r n a t i v e 
c r e a t i on to o b t a i n t h e  p r e f e r r e d . D i s t a n c e  m e a n s e x p e n s e  a n d  mor e  i mp a c t 
s o  w h y  i s  a l t e r n a t i v e c t h e  on l y  o n e  t h a t  d i agon a l s ?  A l l o t h e r s  h a v e  
s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  w i t h  b a s i c a l l y  90 d e g r e e  c o r n e r s . T o  b e  t r u l y  
a l t e r n a t i v e s , A ,  B a n d  E s hou l d  c u t  o u t  90 d e g r e e  t u r n s  a n d  d i a gon a l  a l s o 
to make t h e m  c omp e t i t i v e a n d  c ompa r a b l e  to o b t a i n  t h e  b e s t  rou t e . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i on o f  c or r i dor a l t e r n a t i v e s  b e twe e n  t h e  Mon t e z uma / 
L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty l i n e a n d  t h e  Long  H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on oc c u r r e d  o v e r  t h e  
l a s t  fou r  ye a r s . L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty off i c i a l s h e l p e d  Co l or a do-U t e i d e n t i fy 
s e v e r a l  of t h e  c u r r e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e c or r i dor s p re s e n t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S .  

Comme n t  6 3  
3 . 7 . 2 . 5 ,  A l t e r n a t i v e C ,  P a g e  3 - 6 4 . 
Comme r c i a l Fore s t  s hou l d  h a v e  " po t e n t i a l " a d d e d  b e fo r e  i t  a n d  Comme r c i a l 
For e s t  on B L M  l a n d  a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d  s hou l d  b e  a d d e d  to m i l e a g e . 

Re s pon s e  
S e e  r e s po n s e  t o  Comme n t  5 5 . 

Comme n t  6 4  
4 . 5 . 4  U p p e r  Co l o .  3 r d  p a r a . & 4 . 5 . 3  2 n d  P a r a . 
B e c a u s e  y i e l d s a r e  s ma l l a n d  q u a l i ty may be poor t h e s e  we l l s  a n d  
g rou n dwa t e r  a r e  m a n y  t i me s  u s e d  for dome s t i c a n d  s to c k  wat e r i n g  
p u r po s e s . T h e  effe c t  o f  b l a s t i n g  i n  p i e r e x c a v a t i on a n d  m i t i g a t i on 
me a s u r e s  for d i s r u p t i on of we l l  a n d  s p r i n g w a t e r  s u p p l y  n e e d s a d d r e s s i n g 
some w h e r e  i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S . 

Re s pon s e  
T r a n s m i s s i on l i n e e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  c on s t r u c t i on w i l l  b e  a c c omp l i s h e d  s u c h  
t h a t  t h e r e  s hou l d  b e  n o  d am a g e  to e x i s t i n g  we I I s ,  d i t c h e s , a n d  s p r i n g s . 
ROW n e go t i a t i on s  w i l l  i d e n t i fy s e n s i t i v e l oc a t i on s  a n d  c on s t r u c t i on 
a c t i v i t i e s w i l l  a vo i d t h e s e  l oc a t i o n s  to t h e  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

Comme n t  6 5  
F i g u r e  4- 5 .  
U s i n g t h e  S D E I S ' own d e f i n i t i on of Ag r i c u l t u r a l L a n d s  4 . 6 . 1 . 1 0 ,  
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P a g e  4 - 1 1 ,  F i g u r e  4 - 5  for Mon t e z uma a n d  La P l a t a  c ou n t i e s i s  i n  e r ro r . 
T h e  c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  4 . 6 . 1 . 1 0  s hou l d  s how mu c h  mo r e  p r i v a t e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  i n  t h e  M a n c o s , M a n co s  H i l l  t o  H e s p e r u s  a r e a s . M a p  
n e e d s  r e do i n g a n d  m i l e a g e s on t a b l e s  a n d  c o r r i dor s e gme n t s a l l r e q u i r e 
r e do i n g  w i t h  c o r r e c t  d a t a . I i n v i t e a n d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  R E A  doe s a n  on s i t e 
s u r v e y  of t h e  H e s p e r u s  v i c i n i ty a s  t h e i r  i n fo r ma t i on i s  wrong fo r 
F i g u r e  4 - 5 . S D E I S  F i g u r e  4- 1 1 a l so po i n t s  ou t how wro n g  4 - 5  i s .  4- 1 1 
n e e d s  c o r r e c t i n g b y  a d d i n g mor e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  i n  H e s p e r u s  v i c i n i ty .  
Doe s t h e  map s how ma n i p u l a t i on of f a c t to g r ap h i c a l l y  a n d  f i c t i on a l l y  f i t 
c r i t e r i a to R EA ' s a n d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  d e f i n i t i on o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  o n  P a g e  4- 1 1  w a s  too b road to ma t c h  
t h e  a r e a s  s hown a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 5 . Crop l a n d  a n d  p a s t u r e  a r e  
d i s p l ay e d  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 5 . I n forma t i on d i s p l ay e d  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 5  w a s  n o t  
d e v e l op e d  f rom on - s i t e  s u r v ey s . I t  w a s  comp i l e d f rom r e s o � r c e  ma p s  of 
t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  d e v e l op e d  b y  SCS , B LM a n d  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e Com p a n y  of N e w  
Me x i c o ( P S NM ) . A t  t h e  s c a l e u s e d  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 5 , i t  i s  d i ff i c u l t t o  
i n c l u d e  s ma l l d i s p e r s e d  t r ac t s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l an d s . T h e  m a p  w a s  
p r e p a r e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p roj e c t , p r i or t o  t h e  d e l i n e a t i on of t h e  c or r i dor 
n e twor k . The  map doe s not  r e f l e c t  i n  any way a n  a t t e m p t  to f i t c r i t e r i a  
to t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  6 6  
Con i fe r - a s p e n  s hou l d  h a v e  t h e  wor d  pot e n t i a l a d d e d  a s  map doe s n o t  
r e f l e c t  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  L a  P l a t a  Co u n ty . Mou n t a i n s h r u b  i n  
H e s p e r u s  V i c i n i ty s hou l d  b e  a g r i c u l t u r e b y  d e f i n i t i o n  4 . 6 . 1 . 1 0 o r  s ho u l d  
b e  Con i fe r - a s p e n  i f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n " po t e n t i a l to p rod u c e  comme r c i a l 
t i mb e r "  1 . 6 Maj o r  Con c e r n s  a n d  I s s u e s , P a g e  1 - 9 i s  u s e d  a s  i t  w a s  on 
N a t i on a l  F o r e s t  L a n d . 

Re s pon s e  
A s  n o t e d  i n  a p r e v i ou s  r e s po n s e , t h e  v e g e t a t i on d e s c r i b e d  a l o n g  t h e  
c or r i do r  i s  t a k e n  f r om av a i l a b l e  r e so u r c e  m ap s  a n d  w a s  n o t  d e v e l op e d  f rom 
on-s i t e s u r v e y s . T h e r e  may b e  some d i s c r e p a n c i e s b e t w e e n  t h e  a c t u a l  
v e g e t a t i on a n d  t h e  r e s o u r c e  m ap s . T h e  " po t e n t i a l to p rod u c e  comme r c i a l 
t i mb e r "  w a s  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h e  c omme n t . " Po t e n t i a l "  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t i mb e r l a n d s  a c t u a l l y  oc c u r  b u t  may n o t  b e  r e ad i l y  a c c e s s i b l e .  I t  doe s 
not  i mp l y  t h a t  o t h e r  v e g e t a t i o n - t y p e s ,  s u c h  a s  mo u n t a i n s h r u b , h a v e  a 
pot e n t i a l to p r od u c e  c omme r c i a l t i mb e r . 

Comme n t  6 7  
F i g u r e  4- 1 0  -- L a n d  Own e r s h i p .  S t a t e  l a n d s  s ho u l d  b e  a d d e d  t o  g i v e  a n  
a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  own e r s h i p .  I n d i a n r e s e r v a t i on l i n e s  do n o t  r e f l e c t  
c u r re n t  Sou t h e r n  U t e  I n d i a n Re s e r v a t i on .  B LM owne r s h i p  ma p s  for 
Mon t e z uma and L a P 1 a t a  Co u n ty s ho u l d be  u t i l i z e d  to c o r r e c t  t h i s  F i g u r e  
4- 1 0 .  

R e s pon s e  
F i g u r e  4- 1 0  i s  a r e p rod u c t i on of s ma l l s c a l e B L M  l a n d  own e r s h i p  ma p s  for 
Co l or ado a n d  New M e x i c o .  T h e s e  map s  do n o t  h a v e  s t a t e  l a n d s  o n  t h e m . 
Howe v e r , l ar g e r s c a l e B L M  l a n d  own e r s h i p map s  ( 1 / 2 i n c h  to a m i l e ) we r e  
u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l oc a t i on of s t a t e  l a n d s  a n d  I n d i a n l a n d s  d u r i n g t h e  
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d e v e l opme n t  of t h e  c or r i dor p r of i l e s fou n d  i n  Se c t i on 4 . 1 2  of t h e  S D E I S . 
T h e r e  i s  n o  b e n e f i t to a d d i n g t h i s  i n forma t i on to F i g u r e  4- 1 0 .  F i g u r e  
4-2 9 h a s  b e e n  c or r e c t e d  a n d  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 4  of t h e  F E I S  
( F i g u r e  2 - 5 ) . T h e r e  we r e  s e v e r a l  s ma l l e r ror s i n  t h e  e x te n t  of s t a t e  a n d  
p u b l i c  l a n d s  s hown . 

Comme n t  6 8  
F i g u r e  4 - 1 1 .  
Mor e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  H e s p e r u s - Thom p s o n  P a r k  v i c i n i ty-- a d d  
t o  map . 

R e spon s e  
T h e  ag r i c u l t u r a l  l an d  s hown i n  F i g u r e  4- 1 1 i s  g e n e r a l l y  con s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  r e fe r e n c e  ma p s  i n d i c a t e d  a s  s ou r c e s  i n  t h e  f i g u r e . D u e  t o  t h e  
con s t r a i n t s  po s e d  b y  t h e  s c a l e u s e d  i n  t h e  f i g u r e  ( i  . e .  o n e  m i l e  = 

1 / 1 6  i n c h ) , not  e v e ry p a r c e l of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  c an b e  d e l i n e a t e d . T h e  
i n t e n t  o f  F i g u r e 4- 1 1 wa s t o  g i v e t h e  r e a d e r  a n  i n d i c a t i on o f  t h e  ge n e r a l 
amou n t s  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of l a n d  u s e  typ e s  o c c u r r i n g i n  t h e  a re a . 

Comme n t  6 9  
T h e  H e s p e r u s  s k i  a r e a  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i s  a l s o  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a n d  n e e d s  to 
be a d d e d  to t h e  map . 

Re s pon s e  
N o  s k i  a r e a s  we r e  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  map . A l i s t o f  s u c h  a r e a s  i s  p rov i d e d  
i n  t h e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  7 2 . 

Comme n t  70 
F l ood p l a i n a r e a s  are e x p a n d e d  comp l e t e l y  o u t  of p ropor t i on i n  
La P l a t a  Cou n ty a r e a  w i t h  f l ood p l a i n s m a r k e d  b e i n g ov e r  800 f e e t  h i g h .  

R e s pon s e  
I t  i s  a s s u me d  t h e  c omme n t  r e fe r s  t o  f l oo d p l a i n s ov e r  800 f e e t  above  t h e  
l ow po i n t  i n  t h e  a r e a . Ag a i n ,  t h e  a r e a  s hown a s  " f l ood p l a i n a r e a s " i n  
F i g u r e  4- 1 1 a r e  v e r y  g e n e r a l i ze d  a n d  do i n c l u d e  s ome l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  a bo v e  
t h e  h i s tor i c  f l ood e l e v a t i on s . A t  t h e  s c a l e u s e d  for t h e  map , howe v e r , 
d e l i n e a t i n g  s p e c i f i c  f l ood p l a i n  e l e v a t i on s  i s  not p r a c t i c a l . F i g u r e  4- 1 1  
i s  on l y  i n t e n d e d  to i d e n t i fy t h o s e  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  propo s e d  p roj e c t  may 
c ros s f l ood p l a i n a r e a s  of major r i v e r s  or s t r e ams < f l oo d - p ron e a n d  
we t l a n d  a r e a s ) .  

Comme n t  7 1  
4 . 1 0 . 4 .  
Pot e n t i a l to p rod u c e  c omme r c i a l t i mb e r  1 . 6 M a j o r  Con c e r n s  a n d  I s s u e s  p a g e  
1 - 9 a n d  h e r e  " Po t e n t i a l comme r c i a l for e s t  v a l u e  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d i n  t h e  
c or r i dor p rof i l e s i n  Se c t i on 4 . 1 2 . "  

I n  t h e s e  prof i l e s pot e n t i a l  c omme r c i a l  for e s t  s hou l d  b e  i d e n t i f i e d a l s o 
on B LM a n d  p r i v a te l a n d s  i n  t h e  H e s p e r u s - La P l a t a  Cou n ty a r e a . 
A l t e r n a t i v e  C M - L P C L  to L H  c ro s s e s  a l r e a d y  fore s t e d  l an d  i n  S e c t i on 9 a n d  
1 5  T 3 5 N , R l l W . F i g u r e  4- 1 9  s ho u l d  b e  c o r r e c t e d  for a l l s e g me n t s . 
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R e s pon s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  5 5 . 

Comme n t  7 2  
4 . 1 0 . 6 .  
Re c r e a t i on Re s o u r c e s  n e e d s  to h a v e  P r i v a t e  Re c r e a t i on Re s ou r c e  A r e a s  s u c h  
a s  H e s p e r u s  S k i  A r e a  a d d e d  to t h i s  top i c ,  a d d e d  to Ta b l e 4 - 9 , a n d  to 4 . 1 2  
p rof i l e  s e gme n t s . 

Re s pon s e  
The  l oc a t i on of p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i on a l  r e s ou r c e s  a l on g  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
c or r i d o r s  i s  not e d  b e l ow .  T h e  H e s p e r u s Sk i A r e a ' s  l oc a t i on i s ,  
t h e r e for e , a c k n ow l e d g e d  i n  t h i s  F E I S . A ta b l e of maj or p r i v a t e  
r e c r e a t i on a l  r e s ou r c e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  i s  i n c l u d e d  b e l ow :  

Name 
H e s p e r u s  S k i  A r e a  
C h a pman H i l l  S k i  A r e a  
Fore s t  Lake s S k i  A r e a  
P u r g a tory S k i  A r e a  
S ton e r  S k i  A r e a  
Powd e r ho r n  Sk i A r e a  
O u r ay S k i  A r e a  

Major P r i v a t e  R e c r e a t i on A r e a s  

Ke n d a l l  Mou n t a i n  S k i  A r e a  
Te l l u r i d e S k i  A r e a  

Loc a  t i o n  
La P l a t a  Cou n ty 
La P l a t a Cou n ty 
La P l a t a Cou n ty 
L a  P l a t a Cou n ty 
Mon t e z uma Cou n ty 
Me s a  Cou n ty 
O u r ay Cou n ty 
S a n  J u a n  Cou n ty 
S a n  M i g u e l Cou n ty 

The  l oc a t i on of t h e  s k i  a r e a s  w i l l  b e  c on s i d e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s i t i n g of t h e  
c e n t e r l i n e .  I f  t h e  a l i g n me n t  o f  t h e  p ropo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e i s  i n  
c l os e  p r o x i m i ty to a n y  of t h e s e  s k i  a r e a s  t h e  p roj e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  wou l d  
c oor d i n a t e  w i t h  a p p rop r i a t e  own e r s  to m i n i m i z e po t e n t i a l  i mp a c t s . 

Comme n t  7 3  
F i g u r e  4- 2 9 . 
A t  no po i n t  doe s S e g me n t  3 2 a  i n  r e a l i ty go b e l ow 8 , 000 f e e t  e l e v a t i on a s  
i t  doe s i n  F i g u r e  4- 2 9 . T h e  e l e v a t i on s c a l e for S e g me n t  3 2 C  i s  off many 
p l a c e s  by s e v e r a l h u n d r e d  f e e t  -- c or r e c t  t h e s e . 

R e :; pon s e  
A r e v i s e d F i g u r e  4- 2 9  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 4  o f  t h i s  F E I S  
( F i g u r e  2- 5 ) . E l e v a t i on s  h a v e  b e e n  c or r e c t e d  on t h e  f i g u r e . 

Comme n t  7 4  
Vege t a t i v e c omm u n i t i e s for 3 2 c  n e e d  cor r e c t i n g .  Th e r e  a r e  s e g me n t s  
l ab l e d M S  t h a t  a r e  CA . M u c h  l a b l e d S G  s hou l d  b e  AG . 

Re spon s e  
The  r e v i s e d  F i g u r e  4- 2 9  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c or r e c t d i s t r i b u t i on o f  v e g e t a t i v e 
c ommu n i t i e s a l o n g  S e g me n t  3 2 c  b a s e d  o n  t h e  mo s t  r e c e n t  SCS L a n d  U s e  a n d  
Pot e n t i a l P l a n t  Commu n i t i e s Map for L a  P l a t a  Cou n t y . Cor r e c t i on s  h a v e  
b e e n  ma d e  on t h e  p rof i l e .  
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Comme n t  7 5  
H uma n Re sou r c e s , 3 2 c  n e e d s  to h a v e  Re c r e a t i on e n t e r e d  for Se c t i on 1 5  a n d  
S e c t i on 9 T 3 5 N  R l l W , N . M . P . M .  

Re s pon s e  
A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  co r r i d o r  p rof i l e s a r e  b a s e d  on t h e  r e s o u r c e s  
c ros s e d  b y  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e of t h e  co r r i dor . S i n c e  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e doe s n o t  
c ros s t h e  H e s p e r u s  S k i  A r e a , t h e  a r e a  was not  a d d e d  t o  t h e  p rof i l e s .  

Comme n t  7 6  
H uma n r e s ou r c e s  s hou l d  h a v e  a me d i u m d e n s i ty a d d e d . 80 a c r e  l i m i t 
d e t e r m i n a t i on h a d  no p r i v a t e  i n p u t  i n to c r i te r i a  me a n i n g no p u b l i c  i n p u t . 

R e s po n s e  
The  i mp a c t  r a t i n g s  for " H u man  Re sou r c e s "  we r e  d e v e l o p e d  a s  a r e s pon s e  to 
p u b l i c  a n d  age n c y  comme n t s . T h e  D E I S  d i d  not c o n t a i n  a n  e v a l u a t i on of 
h uma n d e n s i ty a l on g  the a l t e r n a t i v e co r r i dor s . A l t ho u g h  the 3 2  ha 
( 80 a c r e ) c r i t e r i a i s  s ome w h a t  a r b i t r a ry , i t  w a s  a n  a t t e m p t  to 
i n c o r po r a t e  h u man  d e n s i ty d a t a  i n to the cor r i do r  e v a l u a t i on p ro c e s s . T h e  
comme n to r  i s  co r r e c t  i n  s t a t i n g t h a t  t h e  3 2  h a  ( 8 0 a c r e ) c r i t e r i a  
d e te r m i n a t i on d i d  not  i n vo l v e p u b l i c  i n p u t . l t  i s  t h e  r e s pon s i b i l i ty of 
t h e  l e a d  a n d  coo p e r a t i n g a ge n c i e s to d e v e l op t h e  te c h n i c a l  i n forma t i o n or 
c r i te r i a  u s e d  i n  t h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  a n a l y s i s .  T h e  D E I S  a n d  S D E I S  offe r e d  
t h e  oppor t u n i ty f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  to comme n t  on te c h n i q u e  b u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
t h e s e  doc u me n t s  w a s  t o  p rov i d e i n forma t i on a n d  e n v i ronme n t a l  r e v i e w .  

Comme n t  7 7  
L a n d  own e r s h i p l i s t e d  for 3 2 c F i g u r e  4- 2 9  a r e  i n c o r r e c t . 3 2 c  s how s on l y  
1 / 2 m i l e  of c on t i g uou s P .  T h i s  i s  i mpo s s i b l e .  Cor r e c t  t h i s  u s i n g  B LM 
own e r s h i p  map s  c o v e r i n g t h i s  s e gm e n t .  T h e r e  i s  a m i l e  of s t a t e  l a n d  i n  
t h i s  s e gme n t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  d i s c on n e c t e d  P u b l i c  T r a c t s  a s  we l l  a s  p r i v a t e . 

Re spon s e  
T h e  l a n d  own e r s h i p i n for ma t i on i n  F i g u r e  4- 2 9  ( F i g u r e  2 - 5  of t h i s  F E I S )  
h a s  b e e n  mod i f i e d to i n c l u d e  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  l a n d  n o t e d  i n  t h e  
comme n t . 

Comme n t  7 8  
Ag r i c u l t u r a l a r e a s , F i g u r e  4-2 9 .  T h e r e  a r e  mo r e  non i r r i g a t e d  t h a n  a r e  
s hown i n  3 2 c .  

R e spo n s e  
T h e  sou r c e  u s e d  t o  c omp i l e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n forma t i on for F i g u r e  
4-2 9 doe s n o t  s u b s ta n t i a t e  t h e  comme n t . A c c o r d i n g t o  t h e  s o u r c e ,  
non i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d  o c c u r s  a l on g  Cor r i dor S e gme n t  3 2 c  i n  S e c t i on s  1 4  
a n d  1 5 ,  T 3 4 N , R l l W . 

Comme n t  7 9  
R e c r e a t i on a l  r e s o u r c e s  3 2 c n e e d s  to s how H e s p e r u s  Sk i A r e a  for a l p i n e a n d  
c ros s c ou n t ry c ou r s e s  a n d  w i n t e r  a n d  s u mme r r e c r e a t i on i n  S e c t i on s  4 ,  9 ,  
1 0 , 1 1 , 1 2 , 1 4 , 1 5 ,  T 3 5 N , R 1 1 W . 
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Re s pon s e  
See  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  60 . 

Comme n t  80 
Comme r c i a l for e s t  w i t h s t a n d i n g t r e e s  e x i s t s  i n  S e gme n t  3 2 c .  T h i s i s  not 
s hown i n  f i g u r e  4-2 9  a n d  n e e d s  to be ad d e d . I f  pot e n t i a l  comme r c i a l 
fore s t  i s  u s e d  on p r i v a t e  l a n d s  b a s e d  on t h e  U . S .  For e s t  S e r v i c e c r i t e r i a  
for 3 2 a , F i g u r e  4- 2 9 , t h e n  mo s t  of S e g . 3 2 c  h a s  comme r c i a l for e s t . Not 
to i n c l u d e  i t  h e r e  wou l d  c on s t i t u t e d i s c r i m i n a t i on a g a i n s t  p r i v a t e  own e r s  
a n d  cou l d  c on s t i t u t e a c i v i l r i g h t s  v i o l a t i on .  

Re s pon s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  5 5 .  

Comme n t  8 1  
S e gme n t s  3 2 a ,  3 2 c , a n d  3 2 b  wou l d  c ro s s o r  r u n  i n  f u l l  v i e w of U S  1 60 o r  
Co l or ado 1 40 so n e e d  to b e  c ov e r e d  h e r e . T h e y  a r e  a d j a c e n t  to t h e  
h i g h way . 

Re s pon s e  
Wh e r e  S e gme n t s  3 2 a ,  3 2 b , a n d  3 2 c  c ro s s e i t h e r  U S  1 60 o r  Co l or ado 1 40 ,  i t  
i s  so i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  p rof i l e .  I n  t h o s e  a r e a s , t h e  v i s u a l  s e n s i t i v i ty 
r a t i n g i s  c or r e s po n d i n g l y  h i g h .  I I A d j a c e n t  to maj o r  h i g h ways l l  i mp l i e s  
t h a t  t h e  cor r i dor r u n s  p ar a l l e l  a n d  n e x t  to t h e  h i g h way i n  t h a t  s t r e t c h . 
H i g h way c ros s i n g s  a r e  not , t h e r e fo r e , i n d i c a t e d  u n d e r  l I a d j a c e n t  to maj o r  
h i g hways . 1 I T h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e wou l d  b e  s i t e d  i n  a c co r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
m i t i g a t i on p r a c t i c e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 3 .  

Comme n t  8 2  
I f  S e g me n t  3 2 c  c ro s s e s  h i g h way Co l or ado 1 40 b e fo r e  c ro s s i n g t h e  L a  P l a t a  
R i v e r  i t  w i l l  b e  c ros s i n g For t Le w i s Ag r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i me n t  S t a t i on 
prope r ty . T h i s  n e e d s  to b e  a d d e d  to Own e r s h i p .  

Re s po n s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  7 7 . 

Comme n t  8 3  
5 . 2 . 3  P a g e  5- 5 .  
D i s c u s s  w h a t  c on s t i t u t e s  c l o s e  s u p e r v l s l on of con s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s . 
Promot i n g r e t u r n  of t h e  affe c t e d  a r e a s  to a n o n - e rod i b l e  c o n d i t i on i s  not  
a c c e p t a b l e o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s . A g u a r a n t e e  to s top e ro s i o n i s  r e q u i r e d  i n  
t h e  F E I S  for t h e s e  l a n d s . 

Re s pon s e  
Co n s t r u c t i on a c t i v i t i e s w i l l  b e  s u p e r v i s e d  a n d  mon i to r e d  b y  Co l o r a d o- U t e  
o r  b y  i t s a ge n t s . P r omo t i n g r e t u r n  o f  affe c t e d  a r e a s  t o  a n o n e r od i b l e  
con d i t i on i s  r e a s o n a b l e .  Co l or ado-U t e  h a s  i n  t h e  p a s t gone b a c k  a n d  
r e s e e d e d  a r e a s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  b e c ome e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t g row i n g  
s e a s o n , a n d  t h i s ROW ma i n t e n a n c e p r a c t i c e  w i l l  con t i n u e  fo r t h i s  p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  84 
5 . 3 . 1  page  5- 1 0 .  
Sp i l l a g e  a n d  d i s c a r d i n g of o i l s  s hou l d  b e  p roh i b i t e d  by R E A  o n  o r  off of 
cor r i dor s e gme n t s . 
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Re spon s e  
A m i t i g a t i on me a s u re t h a t  p e r t a i n s t o  t h e  d i s po s a l  a n d  s to r a g e  o f  o i l c a n  
b e  fou n d  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h i s F E I S . 

Comme n t  8 5  
5 . 4 . 4  P a g e  5 . 1 7 .  
M - L P C L  to L H  -- T h e r e i s  mo r e  c o n i f e r - a s p e n  v e g e t a t i on t h a n  l i s t e d  h e r e . 
T h e  9 . 6  km i s  on l y  For e s t  S e r v i c e g rou n d  i n  3 2 a . Ve g e t a t i v e c ommu n i t i e s 
e t c . m a p  F i g u r e  4 - 5  n e e d s  c o r r e c t i n g .  3 2 c  h a s  s e v e r a l m i l e s of s t a n d i n g 
t i mbe r . F i g u r e  4 - 2 8  n e e d s s u b s t a n t i a l  c h a n g e s  mad e to r e f l e c t  on s i t e 
v e r i f i c a t i on .  

R e s pon s e  
A n  a d d i t i on a l  3 . 8  k m  ( 2 . 4  m i l e s )  o f  con i fe r - a s p e n  a n d  4 . 0  k m  ( 2 . 5  m i l e s )  
of mou n t a i n  s h r u b  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  to A l t e r n a t i v e C f rom t h e  Mon t e z uma / La 
P l a t a  Cou n ty L i n e  to t h e  p ropo s e d  Lon g  H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on .  T h e  s ag e b r u s h  
a n d  g r a s s l a n d  d a t a  i t e m  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  b y  3 . 7  k m  ( 2 . 3  m i l e s ) . T h e  
v e ge t a t i on c a t e gory f o r  A l t e r n a t i v e C s hou l d  r e ad a s  fo l l ow s : 

Vege t a t i on 

Con i fe r -A s p e n  
P i nyon - J u n i p e r  
S a l t b u s h  a n d  G r e a s e wood 
Mou n ta i n  S h r u b  
S a ge b r u s h  a n d  G r a s s l a n d  
B a r r e n  

Comme n t  8 6  
5 . 4 . 5  P a g e  5 - 1 9  2 n d  p a r a . 

A l t e r n a t i v e C 

M i  1 e s 

8 . 4  
0 . 0  
0 . 0  
6 . 7  
0 . 0  
0 . 0  

S c o r e  

3 3 . 6  
0 . 0  
0 . 0  

1 3 . 4  
0 . 0  
0 . 0  

I t  i s  good to s e e  me n t i o n of i n c r e a s e d  e ro s i on pote n t i a l . T h i s  i s  a 
major  i mp a c t  to p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  R E A  w i l l  r e q u i r e C-U / W  to m i t i g a t e  a n d  
con t r o l  t h i s  e ro s i on o n  p r i v a te l a n d s  b y  u s i n g a s t r aw mu l c h .  
s h e e p-foo t e d  i n  u n t i l a r e s e e d e d  g rou n d  cov e r  i s  o b t a i n e d  to con t r o l  
e ros i on n a t u r a l l y .  

R e s pon s e  
Me a s u r e s  t o  m i n i m i z e e ro s i on a r e  fou n d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h i s  F E I S . 
I n t e r e s t e d  l a n dow n e r s  wou l d  b e  c o n s u l t e d  on v e g e ta t i on r e s tor a t i on a n d  
c l e a n - u p  me a s u r e s  p r i or t o  t h e i r  i mp l e me n t a t i on . I n  f a c t . s ome 
l a ndown e r s  may not wa n t  s h e e p- foo t i n g . 

Comme n t  8 7  
P a r a  3 .  
R EA r e c og n i z e s  t h a t  Dome s t i c l i v e s to c k  popu l a t i on s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  affe c t e d  
b y  r e mo v a l  o f  c ov e r  a n d  food r e s o u r c e s a n d  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  
to comp e n s a t e p r i v a t e  l a n d  ow n e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e  ROW s i z e a n d  affe c t e d  a r e a  
wou l d  b e  g r e a t e r  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  t h a n  o n  F e d e r a l  or I n d i a n l a n d s -- i n 
p ropo r t i on .  S t a t e  s o  i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S . 
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Re s pon s e_ 
Compe n s a t i on wo u l d  be b a s e d  u pon t h e  a mo u n t  of d amage to fo r a g e  on a 
g i v e n  p a r c e l of l a n d . T h e  p ropo s e d  ROW w i d t h  wou l d  b e  t h e  s ame on 
p r i v a te p rope r ty a s  o n  F e d e r a l  or I n d i a n l a n d s . 

The  p a s t u r e  o r  c rop l a n d  wou l d  b e  affe c t e d  w h e r e  a c c e s s  road s a n d  towe r 
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d . Landow n e r s  wou l d  be comp e n s a t e d  for l o s s  of 
c rop s w h e r e  d amage o c c u r s . Comp e n s a t i o n , i n  a d d i t i o n to t h e  amou n t  of 
t h e  a p p r a i s e d  f a i r  ma r k e t  v a l u e  of t h e  l a n d  i n t e r e s t  to b e  a c q u i r e d , mu s t  
be  d e t e rm i n e d  on a c a s e - by - c a s e  b a s i s .  

Comme n t  8 8  
P a r a  5 .  
The  v u n e r a b i 1 i t y to i n v a d i n g we e d  s p e c i e s affe c t s  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  e v e n  mo r e  
t h a n  p u b l i c .  D i s c u s s  w h a t  i s  me a n t  by " p r op e r  r e c l a m a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s "  
a n d  l i s t t h e s e  i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S . 

Re s pon s e  
Re c l ama t i o n me a s u r e s  for t h e  l i n e w i l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  p r i o r to c o n s t r u c t i o n 
a n d  w i l l  b e  con t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c on s t r u c t i on p l a n .  U pon c omp l e t i on of 
t r a n s m i s s i on l i ne c o n s t r u c t i o n , Co l o r a do-U t e  a n d  We s t e r n  w i l l  wor k  
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  a g e n c i e s a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  l a n down e r s  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  
re c l ama t i o n e ffor t i s  comp l e t e . Y e a r l y  i n s p e c t i on s  of t h e  ROW w i l l  b e  
p e r forme d t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  v e g e ta t i v e s t an d s  a r e  a d e q u a t e . I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  
t h a t  s ome we e d  s pe c i e s w i l l  i n v a d e  a n  a r e a  u n d e rgo i n g  r e c l ama t i o n .  
Howe v e r , r e c l ama t i on t e c h n i q u e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  to m i n i m i z e t h e  a mo u n t  of 
we e d  s pe c i e s t h a t  w i l l  i n v a d e . T h e  r e c l ama t i o n wo r k  w i l l  be  p e r formed 
u n d e r  a co n t r a c t  s e p a r a te f rom the  c on s t r u c t i o n con t r a c t . A s s i s t a n c e  
w i l l  a l s o  b e  p r ov i d e d  b y  Co l o r ado-U t e  a n d  We s t e r n  ma i n t e n a n c e  c r e w s . 

Comme n t  8 9  
5 . 4 . 6  Cumu l a t i v e P a r a . 2 .  
A comp r e h e n s i v e s t u dy of s e gme n t s  c ov e r e d  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 2 9  n e e d s  to be 
h a n d l e d .  T h i s  n e e d  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  i n  the s c op i n g p r o c e s s  by l e t te r s  to 
R EA d a t e d  J a n u a r y  2 7 , 1 9 8 3  and s e n t  i n  a g a i n a f t e r t h e  so c a l  l e d D u r a n g o  
Scop i n g me e t i n g .  T h e  maj or i ty o f  t h e  c on c e r n s  we r e  n o t  c o v e r e d . 

Re s pon s e  
A s t u d y  o f  t h e  cor r i dor s e gme n t s  c ov e r e d  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 2 9  h a s  b e e n  
pe r forme d i n  t h e  S D E I S .  A c omp a r i s o n  o f  t h e  pote n t i a l i mpa c t s  to 
v e ge t a t i on of t h e  f i v e a l t e r n a t i v e s  b e twe e n  t h e  Mon t e z u ma / La P l a t a  Cou n ty 
l i ne a n d  t h e  Long H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on i s  fo u n d  i n  S e c t i on 5 . 4 . 4  of t h e  
SD E I S . T h e  l e v e l  o f  d e t a i l fou n d  i n  t h i s s e c t i on i s  t h e  s ame a s  for 
o t h e r  s e gme n t s  of t h e  l i n e . 

Comme n t  90 
5 . 4 . 6  Cumu l a t i v e P a r a  3 .  
Th i s  p a r a g r a p h  s hou l d  b e  d e l e t e d . P e r ma n e n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  oc c u r s  for 
p r i v a te l a n d  on a n d  a d j a c e n t  to a l l of t h e  ROW e a s e me n t s  a n d  a c c e s s  
road s . U s e  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  c omp l e t e l y  to on l y  t h o s e  a l l owe d by C-U / W  a n d  
adj a c e n t  p rope r ty v a l u e  i s  fore v e r  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  mou n t a i n  a r e a s . 
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Re s pon s e  
P e r ma n e n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  to v e ge ta t i on from towe r s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  o c c u r  on 
a p p ro x i ma t e l y  2 2  h a  ( 5 4 a c r e s ) .  T h e  amou n t  of p e r ma n e n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  f r om 
n e w  a c c e s s  road c on s t r u c t i on w i l l  not  b e  k n own u n t i l t h e  n e e d  for n e w  
a c c e s s  roa d s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  t h e  a l i g n me n t  i s  n e go t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  
ma n a g eme n t  a g e n c y  or l a n down e r . T h e  S D E I S  e s t i ma t e d  t h a t  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  
0 . 8  h a  ( 2  a c r e s ) of v e ge t a t i on c ou l d  b e  p e rma n e n t l y d i s t u r b e d  p e r  km 
( m i l e ) of t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e for a c c e s s  road c on s t r u c t i on . Tempo r a r y  
i mp a c t s  t o  v e g e t a t i o n m a y  o c c u r  w i t h i n  t h e  ROW o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  a c c e s s  
roa d s . U s e  w i l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  to t h o s e  a l l owe d by t h e  l a n d  ma n a g e me n t  
a g e n c y  o r  l a n down e r . 

Comme n t  9 1  
5 . 4 . 7 .  
F e a t h e r i n g i s  to b e  g u a r a n t e e d  by R EA on P r i v a t e  l a n d s  on wh i c h a c t u a l on 
the g rou n d  Con i f e r - a s p e n  c ommu n i t i e s e x i s t ?  T h i s s ho u l d  be  a r e q u i r e me n t  
by R EA i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S . 

Re s pon s e  
ROW v e g e t a t i on w i l l  b e  f e a t h e r e d  on a l l l a n d s  w i t h  v e g e t a t i o n - ty p e s t h a t  
r e q u i r e f e a t h e r i n g ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n down e r . 
R e fe r to m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s  on P a g e  2 - 2 2  of F E I S .  

Comm e n t  92 
5 . 5 . 3 .  
Loc k i n g  t h e  g a t e s  w i l l  not  p r e v e n t  t r e s p a s s e r s  a n d  i l l e g a l h u n t i n g  
b e c a u s e  t h e  powe r l i n e ROW w i l l  p rov i d e e a s y  i l l e ga l a c c e s s  on b o t h  p u b l i c  
a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d s . T h i s  ROW ope n s  t h e  f l ood g a t e  to n u me rou s i l l e g a l  
a c t i v i t i e s . R E A  w i l l  r e q u i r e C-U / W  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h i s  i n c on v e n i e n c e  to 
p r i v a t e  own e r s  by p ay i n g l e g a l fe e s  r e q u i r e d  to p r o s e c u t e  t r e s p a s s e r s  a n d  
v a n d a l s on a n d  o f f  t h e  ROW b o t h  d u r i n g con s t r u c t i o n a n d  a f t e r . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  l a n down e r  s ho u l d  o r d i n a r i l y  h a v e  n o  n e e d  t o  i n c u r  l e g a l fe e s  i n  a 
c r i m i n a l  a c t i on ( p r o s e c u t i on )  a g a i n s t  t r e s p a s s e r s  a n d  v a n d a l s .  A s  for 
l e ga l fe e s  i n c u r r e d  by a l a n down e r  i n  a c i v i l a c t i o n , t h e  l a n d ow n e r h a s  
n o  a u t hor i ty t o  r e p r e s e n t  Co l or ado- U t e  o r  W e s t e r n  i n  a l e g a l a c t i on e v e n  
i f  bo t h  t h e  l a n down e r  a n d  Co l o r a do-U t e  o r  We s te r n  h a v e  s t a n d i n g t o  s u e  
a n d  l e g i t i ma t e  c l a i m s for d amage s .  Co l orado- U t e  o r  We s t e r n  may not  h a v e  
t h e  l e g i t i ma t e  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  e n c roa c h e r  t h a t  t h e  l a n down e r  wou l d ,  
be c a u s e  Co l orado-U t e  or W e s t e r n  w i l l  not a c q u i r e u n l i m i t e d  r i g h t s  a g a i n s t  
t r e s p a s s e r s  a n d  v a n d a l s .  W h e n  t h e  no n e x c l u s i v e ROW i s  a c q u i r e d , t h e  
major i ty o f  s u c h  r i g h t s  wou l d  b e  r e ta i n e d  b y  t h e  l a n down e r . T h e r e for e , 
Co l or a do-U t e  a n d  We s t e r n  c a n no t  b e  r e q u i r e d  to pay p r i v a t e  own e r s  for 
e i t h e r  t h e i r  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  or t h e i r l e ga l f e e s  i n  p ro s e c u t i n g t r e s p a s s e r s  
a n d  v a n d a l s o n  a n d  off t h e  ROW d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r con s t r u c t i on .  

T h e  p rob l e m s t a t e d  i s  o n e  of l aw e n fo r c e me n t . T h e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  n o t  
l aw e n for c e me n t  age n c i e s ,  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  i n s t a l l ga t e s  on a c c e s s  road s 
w h e r e  e n t r y  to p rop e r t i e s i s  to b e  d i s co u r a g e d , a n d  c oop e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  
l a n down e r  i n  e ffor t s  t o  p r e v e n t  or e l i m i n a t e  t r e s p a s s a n d  v a n d a l i s m o n  
t h e  ROW . 
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Comme n t  9 3  
5 . 5 . 5  po i n t s  o u t  t h i s  i mp ro v e d  a c c e s s  a n d  me n t i on s  a c t i v i t i e s o t h e r  t h a n  
h u n t i n g . T h e  wo r d s  " a n d  u n l awf u l " s ho u l d  be  a d d e d  b e fo r e  h u n t i n g a n d  
af t e r  Lawfu l i n  t h i s  s e c t i on t o  a p p ro p r i a t e l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  t r u e  
c i r c um s ta n c e s a s  doe s 5 . 8 . 1  w h i c h po i n t s  ou t a d v e r s e  e ffe c t s  on c u l t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s . T h e  l i n e i s  a n  i n v a s i on o f  p r i v a c y  a n d  p r op e rty r i g h t s  on 
p r i v a te l a n d s . 

Re s pon s e  
P a r a g r a p h  4 u n d e r  S e c t i on 5 . 5 . 5  i n  t h e  S D E I S  r e cog n i z e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 
pot e n t i a l for a d v e r s e i mp a c t s  to w i l d l i fe d u e  to u n l awf u l  h u n t i n g .  A l l 
l i m i t e d  p r i v a t e ' p rope r ty r i g h t s  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  wo u l d  b e  
p rop e r l y  v a l u e d  a n d  pa i d  for i n  t h e  ROW a c q u i s i t i on p ro c e s s . 

Comme n t  9 4  
Add h e r e  a s t a t e me n t  l i k e  t h a t  fo u n d  i n  5 . 8 . 7  2 n d  p a r a . 
I s u g g e s t  " T h e  p r i ma r y  u n avo i d a b l e  a d v e r s e  i mp a c t wo u l d  r e s u l t f rom 
i n c r e a s e d  v a n d a l i s m a n d  t r e s p a s s to p rope r ty ma d e  mor e  a c c e s s a b 1 e  by 
ac c e s s  road s .  I mp rov e d  a c c e s s  may a t t r a c t i n d i v i d u a l s s e e k i n g  to d i s t u r b  
o r  h a r m  p r i v a t e  p rope r ty .  L i m i t i n g t h e  u s e  o f  a c c e s s  road s wou l d  l e s s e n  
t h e  i mp a c t b u t  n o t  comp l e t e l y  e l i m i n a t e  i t . "  

Re s pon s e  
Note t h e  p r e v i ou s  two r e s pon s e s  to c omme n t s . 

Comme n t  9 5  
5 . 5 . 7  A d v e r s e  e f fe c t s  P a r a . 1 .  
D e f i n e comp l e te l y  i n  t h i s p a r a g r a p h  t h e  t e r m  " Te mpor a r y  D i s t u r b a n c e " . 

Re s pon s e  
W i l d l i fe may b e  d i s t u r b e d  d u r i n g  t h e  con s t r u c t i on o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e by c on s t r u c t i on c r e w s  a n d  e q u i pme n t . T h i s  d i s t u r b a n c e  wou l d  b e  
temporary s i n c e  i t  wou l d  on l y  o c c u r  d u r i n g t h e  con s t r u c t i on p e r i od . Some 
d i s t u r b a n c e  may a l s o o c c u r  w h e n  t h e  l i n e i s  b e i n g  ma i n t a i n e d . T h i s  wo u l d  
a l s o  be tempo r a ry a n d  p roba b l y  o c c u r  o n e  or two t i me s  p e r  ye a r . 

Comme n t  9 6  
5 . 8 . 1  P ar a . 1 .  
T h i s  p a r ag r a p h  po i n t s  ou t t h e  i n v a s i on of p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a te l a n d s  a n d  
d i m i n i s h i n g o f  own e r s  r i g h t s  t h ro u g h  t r e s pa s s .  I t  s ho u l d  b e  e a s i l y  
e x p a n d e d  to mos t  t h i n g s  be s i d e s  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

Re s pon s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e s  t o  Comme n t s  9 2  a n d  9 3 . 

Comme n t  9 7  
5 . 8 . 5  S e c o n d a r y  I mp a c t s . 
V a n d a l i s m a n d  t h e f t  be c a u s e  of t h e  ROW i s  a maj or con c e r n  of t h e  p r i v a t e  
own e r . D i s c u s s  p roc e d u r e s C-U / W  i n t e n d s  t o  u s e t o  p r e v e n t  v a n d a l i s m to 
p r i v a t e  p rop e r ty d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  c on s t r u c t i on a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e . 
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Re s pon s e  
REA , Co l orado- U t e  a n d  W e s te r n  k n ow o f  n o  doc u me n t a t i o n o r  s t u d y  to 
s u p po r t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r i s k of v a n d a l i s m .  
Co l orado- U t e  a n d  W e s t e r n  h a v e  o p e r a t i on a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  po l i c i e s a n d  
p roc e d u re s for mon i to r i n g t h e  ROW s a n d  n e i g h bor i n g l a n d s  t o  i d e n t i fy a n d  
con t ro l  t r e s pa s s e r s , e n c roa c h e r s , a n d  v a n d a l s .  T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  
i n s t a l l g a t e s o n  e x i s t i n g fe n c e s  c ro s s i n g a c c e s s  road s to t h e  ROW i f  
r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  l a n d  man a g e me n t  a g e n c y  or l a n do wn e r s . T h e  g a t e s w i l l  be  
l oc k e d  i f  the p ro p e r ty own e r  p r e fe r s  a l oc k . The c on s t r u c t i on c o n t r a c to r  
a l s o  h a s  c on c e r n s  w i t h  s e c u r i ty o f  h i s e q u i p me n t . T h e  c on t r a c to r  i s  a s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e f t  a n d  v a n d a l i s m a s  t h e  l a n downe r .  W i t h i n  
t h e  a u thor i ty g r a n t e d  by t h e  l a n d ow n e r  i n  t h e  e a s e me n t  d e e d  to t h e  ROW , 
Co l o r ado-U t e  a n d  We s t e r n  w i l l  c oop e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  l a n down e r  i n  
i d e n t i f i c a t i on a n d  p ro s e c u t i on of v a n d a l s on t h e  ROW a n d  n e i g h bo r i n g 
l an d s . Bo t h  Co l or ado- U t e  a n d  We s t e r n  h a v e  a s t ron g i n t e r e s t  i n  
p ro t e c t i n g  t h e  op e r a t i on a l  i n t e g r i ty of t r a n s m i s s i on f a c i l i t i e s a n d  
p r e s e rv a t i on o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h a n d  s af e ty b y  p r e v e n t i n g  v a n d a l i s m .  

Comme n t  9 8  
5 . 8 . 7  A d v e r s e  I mp a c t s  P a r a . 2 .  
Good p a r a g r ap h . W h a t  me t hod s ( l i s t t h e m )  a r e  to b e  u s e d  i n  l i m i t i n g t h e  
u s e  o f  a c c e s s  road s . 

Re s pon s e  
A c c e s s roa d s t h a t  a r e  n o  l o n g e r n e e d e d  for ope r a t i on a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e  of 
t h e  l i n e w i l l  be r e s h ap e d  a n d  r e s e e d e d  to d i s c o u r a g e  u n a u t ho r i z e d  u s e  by 
t h e  p u b l i c .  G a t e s  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d i n  e x i s t i n g f e n c e s and l oc k e d  as p e r  
a g r e e me n t  b e t we e n  Co l or ado- U t e  a n d  t h e  l a n d ow n e r  o r  l a n d  ma n a g e me n t  
a g e n c i e s . 

Comme n t  9 9  
8 . 9 .  I .  
S u r fa c e  m i n i n g a n d  s u rf a c e  u s e  on p r i v a t e  l a n d s  w i l l  b e  affe c t e d  b y  t h e  
l i n e .  W i l l  C-U / W  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  R EA to mov e  t h e  l i n e a t  t h e i r  own 
e x p e n s e  i f  i t  i s  r e q u i r e d  by the m i n e r a l  own e r  i n  o r d e r  to e x t r a c t 
m i n e r a l s on p r i v a t e  l a n d . T h i s  i s  a r e q u i r e me n t  on F e d e r a l l a n d s  a n d  t h e  
p r i v a t e  own e r  s ho u l d b e  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e  s ame b y  R EA . 

R e s pon s e  
F e d e r a l  p e rm i t s  h a v e  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e d  a g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  I i n e s  b e  
r emov e d  for m i n e r a l  d e v e l op m e n t .  Con f l i c t s  b e t we e n  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  
a n d  m i n e r a l  d e v e l opme n t  h a v e  not  b e e n  fou n d  to b e  a s e r i ou s  p ro b l em i n  
t h e  p a s t a n d  a r e  not  e x p e c t e d  to b e  a p r ob l em i n  t h e  f u t u re . I f  
con f l i c t s  a r i s e w i t h  r e s p e c t  to p r i v a t e  m i n e r a l  i n t e r e s t s  t h ey w i l l  b e  
r e s o l v e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l n e go t i a t i on s . 

Comme n t  1 00 
Ag r i c u l t u r e  P a r a . 3 .  
L a n d  c a n  c on t i n u e  to b e  c u l t i v a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  towe r s  b u t  s ome l a n down e r s  
may n o t  f i n d i t  p r a c t i c a l . L i s t  h e r e  t h e  r e a s o n s t h i s  wou l d  n o t  b e  
p r a c t i c a l  a n d  w h y  owne r s  wou l d  b e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e d . 
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R e s pon s e  
Landow n e r s  c a n  d e t e rm i n e  for t h em s e l v e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s i ze o f  t h e i r  
e q u i pme n t  w h e t h e r  f a rm i n g  t h e  l a n d  u n d e r  a n d  c l o s e  to t h e  towe r s  i s  
p r a c t i c a l  o r  not . Mo s t  of t h e  ROW b e twe e n  towe r s  w i l l  co n t i n u e  to b e  
a v a i l a b l e for f a rm i n g . 

Comm e n t 1 0 1  
5 . 9 . 3  M i t i g a t i on , 2 n d  p a r a . 
l i s t h e r e  po s s i b l e e x amp l e s  of r e s o l u t i on s  to a n  e n e r g y  
l e a s e - t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e c on f l i c t .  Doe s " a f fe c t e d  p a r t i e s "  a l s o me a n  
p r i v a t e  l a n d  a n d  m i n e r a l  own e r s . 

Re spon s e  
Co l ora do-U t e  w i l l  wo r k  w i t h  l a n down e r s  a n d  c oa l , o i l ,  o r  ot h e r  m i n e r a l 
l e a s e e s  to d e t e rm i n e  t h e  p rop e r  l oc a t i on of t h e  l i n e to a vo i d s u c h  t r a c t s  
to t h e  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

Comme n t  1 02 
P a r a . 4 .  
d e f i n e  t horou g h l y  wh a t  c o n d i t i on s  a r e  me a n t  b y  " wh e r e  p r a c t i c a l " a n d  
p r a c t i c a l  t o  whom ? T h e  p r i v a te l a n d  own e r ?  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to fo l l ow p rope r ty a n d  s e c t i on l i n e s  w h e r e  
t h e y  c a n ; howe v e r , o t h e r  f a c tor s mu s t  b e  c on s i d e r e d . E x i s t i n g 
t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e rou t e s , t e r r a i n ,  f a rmhou s e s , s u b d i v i s i on s , l a n d  typ e s , 
p rope r ty own e r s , a n d  l oc a l  off i c i a l s h e l p  to d e t e rm i n e  w h e r e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
l i n e rou t e  w i l l  b e . 

Comme n t  1 03 
Add af t e r  r e p a i r e d , t h e  wor d s  " to a s  good a s  o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i on t h a n 
e x i s te d  b e fore c o n s t r u c t i o n " . 

Re s pon s e  
Fe n c e s  w i l l  b e  r e pa i r e d  t o  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  t h e  c o n d i t i on t h e y  we r e  i n  
p r i or to c o n s t r u c t i on . 

Comme n t  1 04 
P a r a . 5 .  
Af t e r  " d i s t u r b a n c e s "  a d d  " to t h e  f u t u r e  u s e  of t h e  f a r m  l a n d  by t h e  l a n d  
own e r . "  

Re s pon s e  
To p r ov i d e c l a r i ty ,  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  s ta t e me n t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  towe r s  wou l d  
b e  c a r e f u l l y  l oc a t e d  to m i n i m i ze d i s t u r b a n c e s  to u s e s  of t h e  f a r m l a n d  a s  
p r e s e n t l y  u s e d , a n d  a s  c a n  p r a c t i c a b l y  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  for u s e s  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e . 

Comme n t  1 0 5 
5 . 9 . 4  M- L P C L  to L H  P .  5 - 4 8 . 
W h e n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n , c omme r c i a l for e s t , a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  c rop l a n d  m i  l e a g e s 
a n d  f i g u r e s a r e  c or r e c t e d  for t h e  p r e fe r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e " C , "  t h i s  s e c t i on 
may c h a n g e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  I t  s hou l d  be c o r r e c t e d . 
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Re s pon s e  
Af te r r e c h e c k i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e  i n forma t i on i n  t h i s  a r e a , i t  wa s fou n d  t h a t  
A l te r n a t i v e C wo u l d  c ro s s 2 . 7  km ( 1 . 7 m i l e s )  of i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d , 
0 . 8  km ( 0 . 5 m i l e s )  l e s s  of non i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d , a n d  1 3 . 4  km ( 8 . 4  m i l e s )  
of comme r c i a l  fo r e s t .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  D a n d  E wo u l d  c ro s s 1 7 . 6  a n d  1 2  km 
( 1 1  and 7 . 5  m i l e s )  of c omme r c i a l fore s t ,  r e s pe c t i v e l y .  

Comme n t  1 06 
5 . 9 . 5  Ad v e r s e  I mp a c t s . 
T h e  i mp a c t  c ou l d  b e  m i n i m i z e d , w i l l  i t  b e ?  E x p a n d  by 1 i s t i n g  s p e c i f i c s 
on how C-U / W  w i l l  m i n i m i z e i mp a c t s  on p r i v a t e  l a n d s . 

R e s pon s e  
Co l or ado- U t e  a n d  We s te r n  wo u l d  wor k  to m l n l m l ze t h e  i mp a c t s  b y : 

( 1 )  l oc a t i n g t h e  l i n e a l on g  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s , p rope r ty 
l i n e s , s e c t i on l i n e s , h a l f  s e c t i on l i n e s  a n d  fe n c e  l i n e s  to t h e  
e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e ;  

( 2 )  l oc a t i n g a c c e s s  roa d s  a n d  s t a g i n g a r e a s  away f rom f a rm l a n d s  wh e r e  
po s s i b l e ;  

( 3 )  r e s t r i c t i n g  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to ROW a n d  a c c e s s  road s ;  
( 4 )  m i n i m i z i n g e ro s i on of con s t r u c t i on e x po s e d  s o i l by f i l l i n g i n  

r u t s , t e r r a c i n g ,  r i p r a p p i n g ,  d i k i n g ,  o r  s p r e ad i n g s t r a w  mu l c h ;  
( 5 )  con s u l t i n g l a n dow n e r s  on v e g e t a t i o n r e s to r a t i on a n d  c l e a n - u p  

me a s u r e s  p r i or t o  t h e i r  i mp l e me n ta t i on ; 
( 6 )  a vo i d i n g a r c h ae o l og i c a l  a n d  h i s tor i c a l  s i t e s  a n d  comp l y  w i t h ACH P  

R e g u l a t i o n s  3 6  C F R  800 ; a n d  
( 7 )  a v o i d i n g o r  m i n i m i z i n g i mp a c t t o  c omme r c i a l t i mb e r  a r e a s  w i t h  

s e l e c t i v e c l e a r i n g .  

Comme n t  1 07 
Mor e  t h a n  7 9 3  a c r e s  of comme r c i a l for e s t  w i l l  b e  r emov e d  - a s  t h i s  s t u d y  
i d e n t i f i e d l i t t l e t o  n o  comme r c i a l for e s t  on p r i v a t e  a n d  m i s s e d  mu c h  for 
BLM . 

Re s pon s e  
The  r e v i s e d  f i g u r e  for n um b e r  of h a  ( a c r e s )  of c omme r c i a l for e s t  r e mo v e d  
i s  a p p ro x i ma t e l y  3 6 4  h a  ( 900 a c r e s ) .  Th i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  i n forma t i on fou n d  
i n  Se c t i o n 2 . 2 . 2  o f  t h e  F E I S  on c omme r c i a l for e s t  on s ta t e  a n d  p r i v a te 
l an d s . 

Comme n t  1 08 
5 . 1 0 . 1 G e n e r a  1 I mp a c t s , L a s  t p a r a . 
A c c e s s Roa d s . . . c r e a t e  n e w  a c c e s s  i n c r e a s i n g r e c r e a t i on a l  
oppo r t u n i t i e s .  A d d  h e r e  " a n d  oppor t u n i t i e s for t r e s p a s s  a n d  v a n d a l i s m . " 

Re s pon s e  
The  c omme n t  i s  n o te d . S e e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t s  9 2  a n d  9 3 . 

Comme n t  1 09 
5 . 1 0 . 3 M i t i g a t i on . 
D i s c u s s  h e r e  t h e  con c e p t  of n e got i a t i on s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  l a n down e r s . L i s t  
t h e  s te p  by s t e p  p ro c e d u r e . I n c l u d e  s amp l e  c op i e s of e a s eme n t  a n d  ROW 
for m s  for F S  a n d  B LM a n d  P r i v a t e  L a n d s . D i s c u s s  c on d emn a t i on p ro c e d u r e s  
for bo t h  Co l o .  a n d  N .  M e x . 
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Re s pon s e  
T h e  con c e p t  for n e go t i a t i o n s  i s  " j u s t  comp e n s a t i on "  for t h e  t a k i n g  o f  a 
ROW . N e go t i a t i on s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  l a n dow n e r s  a r e  for t h e  p u r po s e  of 
e s ta b l i s h i n g t h e  amou n t  of j u s t  c ompe n s a t i o n to t h e  l a n down e r s  for t h e  
p u r c h a s e  o f  a pe r p e t u a l , non e x c l u s i v e ROW e a s e me n t  for t r a n s m i s s i o n 1 i n e s  
a n d  a c c e s s  t h e r e to ; or for t h e  p u r c h a s e  of t h e  f e e  s i mp l e  t i t l e  to l a n d s  
s e l e c te d  for s i t i n g of f u t u r e  s u b s t a t i on s . T h e  p r oc e d u r e fo l l owe d i s  
v e ry g e n e r a l  a n d  c a n  v a ry . P r i o r to t h e  c omme n c e me n t  of p u r c h a s e  p r i c e  
n e got i a t i on s  t h e  a c q u i r i n g o r g a n i z a t i on w i l l  r e q u e s t  a r i g h t -of- e n t ry 
p e rm i t f rom t h e  l a n dow n e r s  to a l l ow for s i t e i n s p e c t i on , s o i l t e s t i n g ,  
s u r v e y , a n d  a p p r a i s a l . T h i s  i s  fo l l owed  b y  c e n t e r l i n e s u r v e y , s u r v e y  
p l a t d e v e l opme n t , l a n d  a p p r a i s a l , v a l u e  d e te r m i n a t i o n , a n d  l a n d ow n e r  
n e got i a t i on s  b e fo r e  t h e  e a s e me n t  i s  o b ta i n e d . I f  l a n down e r  n e got i a t i on s  
a r e  u n s u c c e s s fu l , Co l or ad o- U t e  i s  a u t h or i z e d  by Co l or a do S t a t u t e to 
a c q u i r e l a n d  or e a s e me n t s  by c o n d e m n a t i on a c t i on b rou g h t  i n  s ta t e  
d i s t r i c t c o u r t .  We s t e r n  fo l l ow s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t me n t  o f  J u s t i c e  
i s s u e d  a p p r a i s a l  a n d  a c q u i s i t i on s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t h e  r e l oc a t i on a n d  
a c q u i s i t i on po l i c i e s  s e t  for t h  i n  t h e  U n i form Re l oc a t i on A s s i s ta n c e  a n d  
R e a l P r op e r ty A c q u i s i t i on A c t  of 1 9 70 . I n  t h e  e v e n t  of u n s u c c e s s f u l  
n e got i a t i on s , We s t e r n  i s  a u t h or i ze d by s t a t u t e  to a c q u i r e by c o n d e mn a t i on 
a c t i on b r ou g h t  i n  t h e  a p p ro p r i a t e  U . S .  D i s t r i c t  Cou r t . Samp l e c op i e s of 
We s te r n  a n d  Co l o r a d o-U t e  a c q u i s i t i on doc u me n t s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  A p p e n d i x C 
for i n forma t i on a s  to ge n e r a l p o l i c y .  S i t e  s p e c i f i c a c q u i s i t i on 
doc u me n t s  may d i ffe r i n  t e r m s  f r om t h e  a t t a c h e d  s amp l e s . C h a n g e s 
r e q u e s t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l  l a n down e r s  a r e  g i v e n  f u l l c on s i d e r a t i on .  S a mp l e s  
of F S  a n d  B LM a u t h or i z i n g d o c u me n t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  l o c a l  off i c e s  of 
t h e s e  a g e n c i e s . 

Comme n t  1 1 0 
2 n d  p a r a . 
W h o  a n d  w h a t  a r e  t h e  a p p rop r i a t e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g a g e n c i e s t h a t  wou l d  b e  
i n v o l v e d  on p r i v a t e  l a n d ?  I s  t h e  l a n down e r  i n c l u d e d  h e r e ?  

Re s pon s e  
I f  t h e  p roj e c t  wou l d  i mp a c t  d e v e l op e d  r e c r e a t i on a l  r e s ou r c e s  l o c a t e d  on 
p r i v a t e  l a n d , the  p roj e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  wou l d  c oord i n a t e  w i t h  a p p rop r i a t e  
p r i v a t e  l a n down e r s . 

Comme n t  1 1 1  
5 . 1 0 . 4  S l t .  Cor I mp a c t  c om . p a g e  5 - 5 3 . 
M - L P C L  to L H  A l t e r n a t i v e C c r o s s e s  t h e  H e s p e r u s  S k i  a r e a  l oc a t i on . I f  
t h i s  i s  n o t  a Re c r e a t i on a r e a  p e r h a p s  R E A  n e e d s  to r e s t r u c t u r e i t s 
c r i t e r i a  a n d  a d d  p r i v a t e  r e c r e a t i on a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e i r  a c t i on s  h e r e  w i l l  
h a v e  mu c h  l a r g e r soc i oe conom i c i mp a c t s . T h i s  r e c r e a t i on a r e a  wa s p o i n t e d  
ou t i n  t h e  s c op i n g p r o c e s s . A l t e r n a t i v e C i s  h i g h De n s i ty w h e n  s e v e r a l  
h u n d r e d  p e op l e  u t i l i z e t h e  l o c a t i on d a i l y .  

Re s pon s e  
P l e a s e  r e fe r  t o  r e s pon s e s  to Comme n t s  5 6 , 60 a n d  7 2 . 
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Comme n t  1 1 2 
5 . 1 1  . 1  D i  r e c t  I mp a c t s . 
S hor t t e r m  i mp a c t s  f rom p ayme n t s  to l a n d ow n e r s . R EA i s  r e q u i r e d  a l s o  to 
me n t i on t h e  soc i oe c onom i c i mp a c t s  mo r e  l o n g  t e r m to p r i v a t e  own e r s  of 
i n a b i l i ty to u s e  as c o l l a t e r a l  for l oa n s  t h e  e a s e me n t  a n d  ROW p rope r ty . 
t h e  r e s u l t i n g l o s s  of t o t a l  mon e t a ry v a l u e of t h e  a d j o i n i n g p ro p e r ty 
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t i me of s a l e .  t h e  l oc k i n g  of t h e  ROW i n to a n  i n d u s t r i a l 
type of l a n d  u s e  for t h e  l i f e of t h e  p roj e c t . t h e  l o s s  of con v e r t i n g t h e  
RO� t o  o t h e r  u s e s  b y  t h e  p r i v a t e  own e r .  I n co n v e n i e n c e  a n d  d a n g e r  a s  
p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  5 . 1 3 . 2 .  5 . 1 3 . 3 .  5 . 1 3 . 4  a l s o a r e  a d i r e c t  a n d  s e c o n d ary 
i mp a c t . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e a s e m e n t s  a n d  ROW p rop e r ty a r e  
e x c l u d e d  for t h e  u s e of c o l  l a t e r a l  for l oa n s . T h e  l oa n s  may m e r e l y  b e  
s u bj e c t  to t h e m . T h e  l o s s  of mon e t a r y  v a l u e . i f  a n y . i s  a c on s i d e r a t i on 
i n  j u s t  comp e n s a t i on . T h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  to i n d i c a t e t h a t  a ROW l oc k s  
t h e  p rop e r t y i n to a n  i n d u s t r i a l type of l a n d  u s e . I n c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  N E S C  
a r e  c on s i d e r a t i on s  o f  t h e  compe n s a t i on p a i d  for t h e  ROW . R EA r e c og n i z e d  
t h a t  t h e  pot e n t i a l i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  f a rm i n g p r a c t i c e s  m a y  b e  c on s i d e r e d  a 
s e con d ary i mpa c t . 

Comme n t  1 1 3  
A n t i c i p a tory I mp a c t s : T h e  l o s s  mon i t a r i l y .  t i me w i s e . a n d  me n t a l l y  a n d  
p h y s i c a l l y  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d own e r  i n  d e a l i n g w i t h  C-U / W  a n d  R EA a n d  t h e  
mu l t i t u d e  of m e e t i n g s . h e a r i n g .  P U C  p ro c e s s e s . mo n i tor i n g of 
c on s t r u c t i on . a n d  g e n e r a l i n v a s i on of p r i v a c y  a n d  p r op e r ty r i g h t s  a r e  
e x amp l e s . R e ad i n g t h e  EA . D E I S .  a n d  S D E I S  f o r  wh i c h f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s a r e  
compe n s a t e d  a s  t h e y  we r e  f o r  wr i t i n g a n d  c omme n t  on . i s  a l so a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  l o s s  to t h e  p r i v a t e  own e r . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p r i v a t e  l a n down e r  may vo l u n t a r i l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p ro c e s s e s  you 
h a v e  me n t i o n e d  b u t  the l a n down e r  i s  c e r t a i n l y  not for c e d  to d o  s o . T h e  
" cos t s "  i n  t i me a n d  mon e y  to t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n down e r  a r e  t h e  p r i c e o f  b e i n g  
a b l e t o  b e  i n vo l v e d  a n d  p rov i d e i n p u t  i n to t h e  v a r i ou s  p ro c e s s e s . 

Comme n t  1 1 4 
Comp e n s a t i on for t h e  p r i v a t e  t i me r e q u i r e d  i n  An t i c i p a tory p r oc e d u r e s  a n d  
i mp a c t s  i s  r e q u i r e d  o f  C-U / W  a n d  R E A  for t h e  P r i v a t e  Own e r . 

Re s pon s e  
N o  s u c h  compe n s a t i on i s  r e q u i r e d . 

Comme n t  1 1 5 
S i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 9  a n y  p r i v a t e  l a n down e r  po s s i b l y  to b e  i mp a c t e d  h a s  to 
b e  c ov e r e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S .  T h e s e  peop l e  and t h e i r  r i g h t s  w e r e  i g n o r e d  
t h u s  f a r  by R EA e v e n  w h e n  c i v i  1 r i g h t s  a n d  e q u a l r i g h t s  po s s i b l e  
v i o l a t i on s  b y  R EA we r e  c a l l e d to q u e s t i on .  
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R e s po n s e  
A t  p r e s e n t  R EA i s  u n aw a r e  o f  a n y  c i v i l r i g h t s  l aw s  o r  p rope r t y r i g h t s  
l a ws wh i c h h a v e  b e e n  v i o l a t e d . � e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i f  you h a v e  s p e c i f i c  
i n forma t i on r e g a r d i n g s u c h  v i o l a t i on s  t h a t  you i mme d i a t e l y  a d v i s e R EA . 

Comme n t  1 1 6 
Co r r e c t  t h i s  p ro b l e m .  I f  i t  i s  n o t  d o n e  i t  w i l l  c on s t i t u t e oe 1 i b e r a t e  
v i o l a t i on of c i v i l r i g h t s  a n d  p r op e r ty r i g h t s  b y  R EA a n d  C-U / W . 

Re spon s e  
I n  ou r soc i e ty w h e r e  p r i v a te l a n d own e r s h i p  i s  a r i g h t , c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  
mu s t  b e  con c e d e d . A p r i v a t e  l a n down e r  c a n n o t  a s s e r t  h i s own e r s h i p  r i g h t  
to t h e  d e t r i me n t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l p u b l i c .  T h a t  i s  why u t i l i t i e s  a n d  
gov e r n me n t s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  t h e  powe r to c o n d e m n  l a n d , i f  n e c e s s a ry , for 
c e r ta i n  fa c i l i t i e s wh i c h p rov i d e s e r v i c e to the g e n e r a l p u b l i c .  T h e s e  
fa c i l i t i e s i n c l u d e  t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e s , wh e n  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry t o  c ro s s 
p r i v a te l a n d . 

Comme n t  1 1 7 
P a r a . 2 .  
" p ayme n t  wou l d  b e n e f i t "  b u t  i s  i t  a f a i r  a n d  j u s t  payme n t  s i n c e  i t  i s  a 
o n e  t i me p ayme n t  w h e n F e d e r a l l a n d s  r e c e i v e a ye a r l y  p ayme n t  a n d  ma ny , 
many p r o te c t i on s ?  C a n  a fa i r  a n d  j u s t  payme n t  be o b t a i n e d  w i t h o u t 
s p e n d i n g t h e  m a j o r i ty of i t  on a t to r n e y fe e s  to g e t  payme n t ?  W h a t  a mo u n t  
o f  t h e  payme n t  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to fo r c e  C-U / �  t o  l i v e u p  t o  t h e  
ob l i g a t i on s  for p r o te c t i o n t o  l a n d  ou t l i n e d  i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S . 

Re spon s e  
P l e a s e  r e fe r  to r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  1 09 .  N o  e x p e n d i t u r e s  wou l d  be 
r e q u i r e d  to fo r c e  Co l o r a d o - U t e  and �e s t e r n  to me e t  t h e i r  o b l i ga t i o n s . 
R EA c ou l d  w i t h ho l d a p p rov a l of a d v a n c e me n t  of l oa n  fu n d s  i f  Co l o r ado-Ute 
f a i l e d to fo l l ow the  m i t i g a t i on p l a n ou t l i n e d  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 3 .  

Comme n t  1 1 8 
�e s te r n ' s  a b s e n c e  i s  o b v i ou s . C-U / P SC pay t a x e s : �e s t e r n  doe s not . 

Re s pon s e  
R e f e r  to r e s po n s e  to Comme n t  7 .  

Comme n t  1 1 9  
The cou n t i e s  l i k e  La P l a t a  a n d  Mo n t e z u ma wh e r e  �e s t e r n  w i l l  own a n d  
op e r a t e  t h e  l i n e w i l l  n o t  r e c e i v e t a x e s . R EA s hou l d  po i n t  ou t t h e  a r e a s  
of l i n e t o  b e  own e d  a n d  ope r a t e d  b y  We s te r n  a s  wa s po i n t e d  ou t i n  t h e  
l a s t  s o  c a l l e d S c o p i n g me e t i n g  i n  D u r a n go a n d  l e v e l w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c .  

Re spon s e  
L a  P l a t a  a n d  Mo n t e z uma Co u n t i e s w i l l  r e c e i v e t a x e s . R e f e r  to r e s pon s e  to 
Comme n t  7 .  

Comme n t  1 20 
5 . 1 1 .  2 .  
S h a re d  own e r s h i p  
a n d  We s te r n  w i l l  
a n d  ma i n t e n a n c e . 

a n d  o p e r a t i o n of t h e  l i n e i s  n o t  t h e  f i n a l r e s u l t .  C-U 
take o v e r s p e c i f i c po r t i on s  of t h e  l i n e for own e r s h i p  

Th i s  s e c t i on a n d  t a b l e  5- 1 i s  i n v a l i d .  
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R e s pon s e  
T h e  s e c t i on r e fe r r e d  t o  a n d  Ta b l e  5- 1 a r e  v a l i d .  I t  s ta t e s  t h a t  
Co l orado-U t e  a n d  P SC w i l l  pay t a x e s  o n  t h e i r  b e n e f i c i a l i n t e r e s t s . 

Comm e n t  1 2 1  
P a r a . 2 .  
C i v i l r i g h t s  of p r i v a t e  p rop e r t y own e r s  h a v e  p r ob a b l y  a l r e ad y  b e e n  
v i o l a t e d  b y  R EA ; F u r t h e r  v i o l a t i on w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  d e l i b e r a t e  v i o l a t i on .  

R e s pon s e  
REA i s  u n aw a r e  of a n y  v i o l a t i o n o f  c i v i l r i g h t s  o f  p r i v a t e  p r op e r ty 
own e r s . S e e  r e s po n s e s  to Comme n t s  1 1 5  a n d  1 1 6 .  

Comme n t  1 2 2 
5 . 1 2 . 3 .  
W i l l  t h e  s ta n d a r d s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  N a t i on a l  F o r e s t  L a n d s c ape M a n ageme n t  
U t i l i ty H a n d book U S DA 1 9 7 5  a n d  i n  t h e  E n v i ronme n t a l C r i t e r i a  for E l e c t r i c  
T r a n s m i s s i on Sys t e m s  U S DA , U S D I  b e  u t i l i z e d  on p r i v a t e  l a n d  a t  t h e  
l a n down e r s  r e q u e s t ?  R EA n e e d s  to s t i p u l a t e  t h i s  com p l i a n c e . 

R e s pon s e  
S e e  r e s po n s e  to Comme n t  2 6 . S t a n d a r d s  u s e d  o n  p u b l  i c  l a n d s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  
u s e d  on p r i v a te l a n d s . 

Comme n t  1 2 3 
Non s p e c u l a r  towe r s  e t c . wou l d  b e  u t i l i z e d . 
a nod i z e d  me t a l  to c amou f l a g e  e v e n  f u r t h e r . 
s t i p u l a t e d  by R E A  i n  t h e  F i n a l  E I S . 

R e s pon s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  2 2 . 

Doe s t h i s  i n c l u d e  c o l o r  
I f  not  i t  s hou l d  b e  

Comme n t  1 2 4 
Do t h e  a r e a s  of h i g h v i s u a l  s e n s i t i v i ty wh e r e  u s e  of a l t e r n a t i v e  d e s i g n 
s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  a l s o  i n c l u d e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a n d  l a n down e r  
r e q u e s t s . R EA s hou l d  s t i p u l a t e  t o  t h i s  for C-U / W .  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  s t a t e me n t  fou n d  o n  P a g e  5 - 5 9  of t h e  S D E I S  ap p l i e s t o  a l l l a n d s  
c ro s s e d  by t h e  p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  1 2 5 
5 . 1 2 . 4  M- L P C L  to L H . 
A l t e r n a t i v e  C .  C r o s s e s  n e a r  o r  t h ro u g h  t h e  H e s p e r u s  S k i  A r e a . T h i s  
s e c t i on i s  wron g . 

Re s pon s e  
P l e a s e  s ee r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t s  5 6  a n d  60 . 

Comme n t  1 2 6 
5 . 1 3 . 1  a n d  5 . 1 3 . 1 . 1 . 
R EA s hou l d  r e q u i r e p r e v e n t i on of we t we a t h e r  i n t e r f e r e n c e . 
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Re s pon s e  
T h i s  l i n e w i l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  s o  t h a t  i t  doe s not  con t r i b u t e to l e s s  t h a n  
FCC s a t i s fa c tory s e r v i c e 90 m ( 300 f e e t )  o r  g r e a t e r  from t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n 
1 i n e . 

Comme n t  1 2 7 
5 . 1 3 . 1  5 . 1 3 . 3 .  
Co l or ado-U t e  h a s  n o t  comp l i e d w i th R EA B u l l e t i n  6 2 - 4  i n  t h e  p a s t on i t s 
p re s e n t  l i n e so w h y  s hou l d  C-U b e  e x p e c te d  to n ow . 

Re spon s e  
A s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S , Co l o r a do-U t e  w i l l  c omp l y  w i t h  r e q u i r e me n t s  fou n d  
i n  R EA B u l l e t i n  6 2 - 4 . 

Comme n t  1 2 8 
5 . 1 4  C u mu l a t i v e I mp a c t s  2 n d  p a r a . 
M a p c o  Con s t r u c t i o n i s  not  comp l e t e d  a s  c l e a n  u p  a n d  r e s to r a t i o n i s  not  
f i n i s h e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r l i n e  w a s  l a i d .  

R e s pon s e  
R EA s hou l d  b e  con t a c te d  i mme d i a t e l y  i f  t h e  m i t i g a t i on p l a n i s  not  
fo l l owe d o r  i f  c l e a n u p  and  r e s to r a t i on doe s n o t  take  p l a c e  w i t h i n  a 
r e a s o n a b l e  amo u n t  of t i me .  

Comme n t  1 2 9 
5 . 1 5  a f t e r p roj e c t t h e  l a s t  wor d  of f i r s t  s e n te n c e  a d d  wor d s  " o n  p r i v a t e  
l a n d s . " 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  m i t i ga t i on d e s c r i b e d  i n  Se c t i on 5 . 1 5  w i l l  a p p l y  to bo t h  p r i v a t e  a n d  
p u b l i c  l a n d s . 

Comme n t  1 30 
Is p l a n of con s t r u c t i on , o p e r a t i on ,  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i on to be p r e p a r e d  for 
pr i v a t e  l a n d s  to c ov e r  s i t e s p e c i f i c  s t i p u l a t i on s  to be p l a c e d  i n  t h e  ROW 
a n d  e a s eme n t  doc u me n t s  for p r i v a t e  l a n d s ?  I f  not , w h y ?  R EA c ou l d  f i n d  
i t s e l f  i n  a c i v i l o r  e q u a l r i g h t s  v i o l a t i on . 2 n d  p a r a . I s  t h e  l e a d  
a g e n c y  R EA to i n s u r e  " t h a t  e s s e n t i a l  c omm i t me n t s  a r e  c a r r i e d o u t  a n d  
m i t i ga t i on mea s u r e s  p e r forme d o n  p r i v a t e  l 'l. n d s "  a l so .  

R e s pon s e  
S i t e - s pe c i f i c  s t i p u l a t i on s  for c on s t r u c t i on o n  a l l l a n d s  w i l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  p l a n o f  con s t r u c t i on , op e r a t i on , a n d  r e h a b i l i ta t i on r e q u i r e d  i n  
S e c t i on 504 ( d )  of t h e  F e d e r a l  L a n d  Po l i c y a n d  M a n a g eme n t  A c t .  T h i s  p l a n 
w i l l  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c on s t r u c t i on con t r a c t  doc u me n t s  a n d  w i l l  b e  
b i n d i n g on t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n con t r a c tor s . 

R EA w i l l  r e q u i r e  Co l o r a do-U t e  to c a r ry ou t t h e  comm i t me n t s  m a d e  i n  t h e  
m i t i ga t i on p l a n p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  F E I S  f o r  t h i s p r oj e c t  on p r i v a t e  a n d  
p u b l i c  l a n d s . 

3 - 7 1 



Comme n t  1 3 1 
T h e  m i t i ga t i on p l a n r e q u e s t e d  by R EA s h ou l d  i n c l u d e  a n d  c ov e r  t h oroug h l y  
a l l p r i v a t e l a n d s  c ro s s e d  by t h e  l i n e s o  t h a t  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a n d  own e r s  
c a n  b e  o n  a n  e q u a l b a s i s  w i t h  gov e r n m e n t  l a n d s  a n d  age n c i e s . 

R e s po n s e  
R e fe r t o  r e s po n s e  t o  Comme n t  1 2 9 .  

Comme n t  1 3 2 
T h e  me a s u r e s  o n  5 - 7 2  t h ro u g h  5 . 8 4 s h o u l d  b e  r e v i s e d  a n d  c or r e c te d  to 
r e f l e c t  c h a n g e s  i n  te x t  a n d  c o n te n t  of t h e  S D E I S  w h e n  m a d e  F i n a l . 

Re s po n s e  
T h i s  s e c t i on h a s  b e e n  u p d a t e d  a n d  i n c l u d e d  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h e  F E I S  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  m i t i g a t i o n p l a n fo r t h e  p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  1 3 3 
T h e  F i n a l  E I S  Doc u me n t  i s  t h e  way t h e  p r oj e c t  s h ou l d  b e , wh a t  h a p p e n s  i f  
C-U / W  do not  me e t  comm i t me n t s  ou t l i n e d  i n  t h e  doc u m e n t .  R EA h a s  a 
comm i tme n t  to p r i v a t e  own e r s  to G u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e i r ( R EA 1 S ) a c t i on s  of 
f i n a n c i n g o r  g u a r a n t e e i n g f i n a n c i n g w i l l  p r e v e n t  d e s t r u c t i on 
e n v i ronme n t a l l y  a n d  e co nom i c a l l y  of p r i v a t e  p rop e r ty c ro s s e d . R EA i s  
u l t i ma t e l y  r e s po n s i b l e .  

Re s pon s e  
R EA s hou l d  b e  not i f i e d i f  c omm i t me n t s  m a d e  i n  t h e  E I S  a r e  n o t  m e t . R EA 
w i l l  t a k e  t h e  ma t t e r  u n d e r  a d v i s e me n t  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  d e t e rm i n e  wh e t h e r  
o r  n o t  a c omm i tme n t  i s  b e i n g  me t .  I f  i t  i s  not  b e i n g me t ,  R EA w i l l  
r e q u i r e Co l or ado- U t e  to c o r r e c t  t h e  ma t te r .  

3 . 3 . 1 2  R .  C .  W i nge r s on 
Comme n t  1 
My p e r son a l  a n d  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  t h e  n e e d  for t h i s  p ropo s e d  
p roj e c t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  j u s t i f i e d ,  a n d  a s  a con s u me r my e l e c t r i c r a t e s  w i l l  
b e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y i n c r e a s e d . T h e r e a r e  t h r e e  e n t i t i e s  i n vo l v e d  i n  t h i s  
p ropo s a l  ( Co l o r ado- U t e , WAPA , a n d  P S C ) w i t h  t h r e e  q u i t e  d i ffe r e n t  s e t s  of 
n e e d s . W h i l e  i t  may be t r u e  t h a t  t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e c a n  s a t i s f y  t h e s e  
n e e d s , i t  i s  a l so t r u e  t h a t , a s  p ropos e d , con s u me r s  i n  t h e  Co l or a do- U t e  
s y s t e m  w i l l  e n d  u p  s u b s i d i z i n g con s u me r s  e l s e w h e r e . T h e r e s e e m s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  no a t t e m p t  to f i n d  e i t h e r  a l e a s t c o s t s o l u t i on to e v e ryon e s  n e e d s  
o r  t o  d e v i s e  a n  e q u i t a b l e  a l l oc a t i on of c o s t s  b a s e d  o n  e x p e c t e d  b e n e f i t s  
t o  e a c h  p a r ty . L e t  m e  b e  mo r e  s p e c i f i c .  

I n  c h a p t e r  3 ,  I I A 1 t e r n a t i v e s  I n c l u d i n g T h e  P ropo s e d  A c t i on l l a n u m b e r  of 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  d i s m i s s e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  do n o t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  s a t i s f y  a l l 
t h e  n e e d s  of a l l t h e  p a r t i e s . T h i s  i s  a s h a m . No a t t e m p t  s e e m s  to h a v e  
b e e n  m a d e  t o  comb i n e a f e w  o f  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  pos s i b i l i t i e s so a s  to 
c r e a t e  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  wou l d  s a t i s fy a l l n e e d s . For e x amp l e ,  
t h e  t w i c e  d a i l y  p e ak i n g  of t h e  Co l or ad o- U t e  l oa d  i s  a p r i ma r y  c a u s e  of 
i t s c a p a c i ty p ro b l e m s , ye t l oa d  l e v e l i n g by d e ma n d  or t i me of d ay p r i c i n g 
o r  o t h e r  m e a n s i s  d i s m i s s e d . N E PA r e q u i r e s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of a f u l l r a n g e  
o f  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s . T h i s  doe s n o t  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e . T h e  
s ta n d - a l o n e  a l t e r n a t i v e a p p r oa c h i s  s i mp l y  n o t  r e a s o n a b l e ,  a n d  r e a so n a b l e  
comb i n a t i on s  of t h e  s i mp l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  h a v e  b e e n  i g n o r e d . 
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R e s pon s e  
T h e  PUC i s s u e d  a C e r t i f i c a t e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 , 1 9 8 3  for t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  
3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e p roj e c t . T h e  n e e d  for t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  wa s 
t horou g h l y  a n a l y z e d  by t h e  P U C  p r i or to i s s u i n g t h e  Ce r t i f i c a t e . R EA h a s  
a l so r e v i e w e d  t h e  n e e d  a n d  con c u r s  w i t h  t h e  P U C  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a 
s t ro n g  n e e d  for ad d i t i on a l  t r an s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty i n  s o u t h we s t e r n  Co l or ado 
a n d  t h a t  the p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  i s  a p p rop r i a t e  to me e t  t h i s  n e e d . 

REA h a s  con c l u d e d  t h a t  con s t r u c t i o n of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  w i l l  n o t  
r e s u l t  i n  Co l or ado-U t e  c on s u me r s  s u b s i d i z i n g o t h e r s . T h e  p r opo s e d  p l a n 
was  d e t e r m i n e d  to b e  t h e  l e a s t  cos t s o l u t i on of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  s t u d i e d  
t o  me e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  Co l o r a do-U t e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  t h e  
a l l oc a t i on o f  cos t i s  p rop e r  a n d  a p p rop r i a t e . 

REA f i n d s  t h a t  j o i n t  p a r t i c i p a t i on p roj e c t s  wh i c h me e t  t h e  n e e d s of e a c h  
par t i c i p a n t i n v o l v e d , s u c h  a s  t h e  p ropos e d  fa c i l i ty ,  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
s u pe r i or f rom a n  e c onom i c a n d  e n v i ronme n t a l  p e r s p e c t i v e w h e n  comp a r e d  to 
e a c h  p a r t i c i p a n t c o n s t r u c t i n g a s e p a r a t e  f a c i l i ty to me e t  i t s n e e d . T h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  S e c t i o n 3 . 0  o f  t h e  S D E I S  we r e  e v a l u a t e d  u s i n g 
t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y . S e c t i on 3 . 0  c e r t a i n l y  doe s n o t  c on s i d e r  a l  I po s s i b l e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  to t h e  p r opo s e d  ac t i on ,  b u t  c on s i d e r s  w h a t  R E A  a n d  t h e  
pa r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

Comme n t  2 
T h e  s t r o n g e s t  j u s t i f i c a t i on for t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e s e e m s  to come f rom WAPA 
n e e d s . For s e v e r a l  y e a r s  WA PA h a s  b e e n  s t u d y i n g  i t s p r ob l e m s . I t s 
d e c i s i on to go w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  p ropo s a l  may h a v e  b e e n  s t r o n g l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  e c onom i c a d v a n t a g e s of t h e  s u b s i dy by Co l or ado- U t e  
membe r s . N o  a n a l y s i s  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e l i n k s  i n  
t h e  we s t e r n  s t a t e s  g r i d  s u c h  a s  a l i n e from C r a i g / H ay d e n  to S a l t  L a k e  
C i ty .  S u c h  a l i n k m i g h t  we l l  b e  mo r e  b e n e f i c i a l t o  t h e  r e g i o n t h a n  t h e  
R i f l e / S a n  J u a n  l i n k .  WAPA s u r e l y  h a s  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a n a l y s i s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  
we l l a s  a n a l y s e s  o f  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to me e t  i t s n e e d s . W h y  i s  t h i s  
v a s t body of i n forma t i on i g nor e d ?  

R e s pon s e  
A l l p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  j o i n t  p roj e c t  a n d  t h e i r  u l t i ma t e  con s u me r s  w i l l  
b e n e f i t e c onom i c a l l y  w h e n  com p a r e d  to t h e  c o s t of c on s t r u c t i n g t h r e e  
s e p a r a t e  p roj e c t s . 

A s t u d y  w a s  con d u c t e d  by Co l or ado a n d  U t a h  powe r s u p p l i e r s  to i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  pot e n t i a l  c on s t r u c t i on o f  a 3 4 5  kV l i n e to U t a h  a s  we l l  a s  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  l i n e s  i n  U t a h  a n d  Co l o r a do . R EA h a s  r e v i e w e d  t h e s e  s t u d i e s a n d  
con c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  Cr a i g / H a y d e n  t o  S a l t  L a k e  C i t y  l i n e wo u l d  n o t  s a t i s fy 
t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  n e e d s  of Co l o r ado- U t e  a n d  P S C  for s e r v i n g l oa d s i n  
sou t h we s t e r n  Co l o r ado , a n d  t h u s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h i s w a s  n o t  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e t o  me e t  t r a n s m i s s i on n e e d s  i n  s o u t h we s t  Co l o r a do . A U t a h  
l i n e wo u l d  n o t  me e t  We s t e r n ' s  n e e d  for a d d i t i on a l  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a b i l i ty 
be twe e n  i t s Co l or a d o  a n d  A r i zon a s y s t em s . 
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Comme n t  3 
J u s t i f i c a t i on for Co l o r ado-Ute i s  b a s e d  on a c a p a c i ty s ho r t fa l l i n  s o u t h  
we s t e r n  Co l or ado a s  s hown i n  Ta b l e  2 - 5 . T h i s  a n a l y s i s  ov e r l oo k s t h e  
ob l i g a t i on o f  WAPA t o  d e l i v e r  powe r t o  t h i s  a r e a . A n u m b e r  o f  r u r a l  
e l e c t r i c  c oope r a t i v e s  now i n  t h e  Co l orado-U t e  s y s t e m  we r e  p r e fe r e n c e  
c u s tome r s  i n  t h e  Co l or a do R i v e r  S to r a g e  Pow e r  Sys t e m . W h e n Co l o r a do-U t e  
w a s  fo rme d , i t  a s s u me d  t h e s e  p r e fe r e n c e  r i g h t s  for d e l i v e ry o f  powe r . 
T h e  SD E I S  doe s not d i s c u s s  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  of a g r e e me n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  
amou n t  a n d  po i n t o f  d e l i v e ry o f  powe r b y  WAPA t o  Co l or ado-U t e , a n d  h e n c e  
t h e  s i mp l i s t i c a n a l y s i s o f  Tab l e  2 - 5  i s  i n v a l i d .  

Re s pon s e  
F rom t h e  h i s tor i c a l  s t a n d po i n t  t h e  c omme n to r  i s  p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t . A t  
o n e  t i me Co l orado- U t e  h a d  a 1 0  MW a l l oc a t i on from t h e  C R S P  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 60 ' s .  T h i s  a l l oc a t i o n w a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  by Co l o r ado-U t e  a s  a p a r t  of 
the s e t t l e me n t  of l i t i g a t i on w i t h  r e s p e c t  to H ayd e n  S t a t i on U n i t  1 i n  
1 9 6 7 . A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  comme n to r  w a s  not awa r e  s u c h  p u r c h a s e s  h a d  b e e n  
d i s co n t i n u e d . 

The  e n t i r e  o u t p u t  of t h e  Co l l b r a n  P roj e c t  g e n e r a t i o n i s  d e l i v e r e d  to 
Co l or ado-U t e  at t h e  Co l l b r a n  S u b s t a t i on n e a r  t h e  Low e r  Mo l i n a 
powe r p l a n t . To t a l  c a p a c i ty of Co l l b r a n  P roj e c t  i s  abou t 1 4  MW . T h e  
Co l l b r a n  con t r a c t  w i l l  e x p i r e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  30 , 1 9 8 9 . We s t e r n  p r opos e s  to 
r e n e w  t h e  e x i s t i n g con t r a c t for t h e  po s t  1 9 8 9  p e r i od .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
Co l or ado-U t e  ob t a i n e d  t h e  C R S P  a l l oc a t i on f r om I n t e r mo u n t a i n R u r a l  
E l e c t r i c A s s oc i a t i on ( I R E A )  w h e n  I R EA b e c ame a memb e r  of Co l or a do-U t e . 
T h e  con t r a c t r a t e  of d e l i v e r y  i s  1 7 . 4  MW i n  t h e  s u mme r a n d  2 0 . 9  M W  i n  t h e  
w i n t e r . T h i s  a l l oc a t i on doe s n o t h i n g to a l l e v i a t e  t r a n s m i s s i on p r o b l e m s  
i n  s o u t h we s t  Co l or ado . 

Comme n t  4 
F u r t h e rmor e , no co n s i d e r a t i o n i s  g i v e n  to b uy i n g N e w  Me x i c o powe r for t h e  
e x t r e me sou t h  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  for t h e  Emp i r e E l e c t r i c  C02 l oa d  w h i c h may 
be i n t e r r u p t a b l e .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  po s s i b i l i ty o f  p u r c h a s i n g powe r from N e w  Me x i co i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 2  of t h e  S D E I S .  S u r p l u s g e n e r a t i n g c a p a c i ty may b e  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  A r i zon a  a n d  N e w  Me x i c o ,  howe v e r  a d e q u a t e  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a b i l i ty i s  
not av a i l ab l e  to d e l i v e r  t h e  powe r to l oa d  c e n t e r s  i n  s o u t h we s t e r n  
Co l o r a do w i t hou t t h e  c on s t r u c t i o n of t h i s p r oj e c t  o r  s omt h i n g  s i m i l a r .  

T h e  S h e l l C02 p r oj e c t  l oc a t e d  i n  t h e  Emp i r e E l e c t r i c  A s s oc i a t i o n s e r v i c e 
t e r r i tory r e q u i r e s  a v e ry r e l i a b l e  sou r c e  of powe r for i t s ope r a t i on .  
S h e l l h a s , a c co r d i n g l y ,  d e s i g n e d  a n d  f i n a n c e d  t h e  c on s t r u c t i o n of a 
l oo p e d  1 1 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i o n s y s t e m  w i t h  r e d u n d a n t  s u b s t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s to 
i n s u r e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l i a b i l i t y of s e r v i c e to the p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  5 
T h e  d i v i s i on of c o s t , ma i n t e n a n c e , a n d  c a p a c i t y a s  d e s c r i b e d  o n  p a g e  1 - 3 
i s  s t r a n g e . Bo t h  Co l or ado- U t e  a n d  WAPA a r e  mov i n g powe r from no r t h  to 
s ou t h , ye t t h e i r  c a p a c i ty o n  t h e  f i r s t  l e g f rom R i f l e  to G r a n d  J u n c t i on 
i s  s ma l l e r t h a n  for t h e  r e ma i n d e r  of t h e  l i n k .  I n  ot h e r  wor d s ,  t h e y  
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c a n n o t  f u l l y  u s e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  l i n k w i t ho u t  f u r t h e r  e n l a r g i n g  
t h e  nor t h e r n  po r t i o n .  E n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  wou l d  b e  r e d u c e d  i f  d o u b l e  
c i r c u i t  towe r s  we r e  i n s t a l  l e d i n i t i a l l y  ( b u t  p e r h a p s  on l y  a s i n g l e  
c i r c u i t w i r e d ) b e twe e n  R i f l e  a n d  G r a n d  J u n c t i on . 

Re spon s e  
Co l or a do-U t e  a n d  We s t e r n  a r e  not , a s  s u g g e s t e d , l i m i t e d  i n  t h e i r  u s e  of 
t h e  G r a n d  J u n c t i o n - R i f l e s e c t i on .  Powe r i s  ofte n s c h e d u l e d s o u t h  to 
nor t h  t h rou g h  we s t e r n  Co l o rado . For t h i s  s i t u a t i on , t h e  d i ffe r e n c e i n  
c a p a c i t y own e r s h i p  a t  G r a n d  J u n c t i on wou l d  not  p re c l u d e  f u l l  u t i l i z a t i on 
of t h e  G r a n d  J u n c t i o n - S a n  J u a n  por t i o n of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  by 
Co l or a d o-U t e  a n G  We s t e r n . 

P SC ' s 2 5  p e r c e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i on i n  t h e  R i f l e - G r a n d  J u n c t i o n s e c t i on of 
t h e  p roj e c t  i s  n e e d e d  to p rov i d e i n c r e a s e d  r e l i a b i l i ty of s e r v i c e to i t s 
G r a n d  J u n c t i on a r e a  l oad s ( r e f e r  to S e c t i o n 2 . 4 of t h e  S D E I S ) . T h i s  u s e  
of c a p a c i t y p r i ma r i l y  for r e l i a b i l i ty a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s ho r t  d i s t a n c e  
b e twe e n  R i f l e a n d  G r a n d  J u n c t i on w i l l  norma l l y  a l l ow We s t e r n  a n d  
Co l or a d o- U t e  t o  f u l l y u t i l i z e t h e i r  c a p a c i ty sou t h  o f  G r a n d  J u n c t i on e v e n  
w h e n  powe r i s  b e i n g s c h e d u l e d f rom nor t h  t o  sou t h . 

Co l o rado- U t e  w a s  o r d e r e d  by t h e  P U C  i n  i t s Ce r t i f i c a t e  to not  c on s t r u c t  
a d d i t i o n a l  fa c i l i t i e s b e yo n d  t h o s e  r e q u i r e d  for a s i n g l e  c i r c u i t 3 4 5  kV 
l i n e t h u s  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  pos s i b i l i ty of con s t r u c t i n g  dou b l e - c i r c u i t  
towe r s  be twe e n  R i f l e  a n d  G r a n d  J u n c t i on . 

Comme n t  6 
Any c a p a c i ty p rob l e m s  for Co l or ado-Ute i n  S W  Co l or a d o  h a v e  b e e n  c a u s e d  
p r i ma r i l y  b y  c h a n g e s  i n  WAPA op e r a t i on s  i n c l u d i n g a c q u i s i t i o n o f  f i r m i n g  
e n e rgy , i n t r a - p roj e c t  g e n e r a t i n g e x c h a n g e s , a n d  f u e l c o n s e r v a t i o n 
p rog r am s . B e fo r e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s , powe r f l ow s  we r e  f rom s o u t h  to nor t h . 
WAPA d e l i v e r e d  powe r to Co l or ado- U t e  i n  t h e  S W , a n d  Co l o r ado- U t e  
g e n e r a t e d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  from t h e  nor t h . T h e  Co l or ado- U t e  s y s t e m  t h u s  
h a d  good r e d u n d a n c y  a n d  s i mp l e  d i s t r i b u t i on .  Tod ay , howe v e r , a f t e r  WAPA 
c h a n ge s , t h e  powe r f l ow s  are f rom nor t h  to sou t h  l e a d i n g to a l l t h e  
p rob l e m s  i n  S W  Co l or ado wh i l e b e n e f i t s  go t o  con s u me r s  i n  A r i z o n a  ( Sa l t 
R i v e r  P r oj e c t )  a n d  N e w  Me x i co .  T h i s  i s  a key p a r t  of t h e  n e e d  q u e s t i on .  
WAPA s hou l d  d e l i v e r  powe r to Co l or ado- U t e  i n  t h e  S W  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a g r e e d , 
a n d  u t i l i t i e s i n  N e w  Me x i co a n d  A r i zo n a  s hou l d  p ay for t h e  r e q u i r e d  n e w  
l i n e s i n c e  i t  i s  t h e i r  powe r f rom t h e  C ra i g / H ay d e n  a r e a  t h a t  i s  c r e a t i n g 
t h e  p rob l e m .  

R e s pon s e  
I n s u ff i c i e n t  c ap a c i ty for s e r v i n g Co l or ado-U t e  l oa d s i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  
Co l or ado h a s  r e s u l t e d  f rom a r e a  l oa d  g row t h  a n d  not c h a n g e s i n  s y s t e m  
op e r a t i o n b y  We s t e r n . We s te r n ' s  2 30 k V  t r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m  i s  t h e  
b a c k b o n e  of t h e  C R S P  s y s t e m  w h i c h e n a b l e s r e l i ab l e  d e l i v e r i e s  of powe r t o  
We s te r n ' s  c u s tome r s  by u t i l i z i n g e x c h a n g e  p rog r am s  a n d  p u r c h a s e s  o f  
f i rm i n g e n e rgy . 

We s te r n  h a s  h a d  a n  e x c h a n g e  a g r e e me n t  w i t h Co l or ado- U t e  s i n c e  1 9 62 . I n  
1 9 7 4 , We s t e r n  a n d  Co l orado- U t e  mod i f i e d t h i s  a g r e e me n t  to e s t a b l i s h f i r m 
e x c h a n g e  amou n t s . T h i s  e x c h a n g e  p rov i d e s  t h e  s ame type of b e n e f i t s  a s  
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t h e  S a l t  R i v e r  P roj e c t  a g r e e me n t  ( s e e  S e c t i on 2 . 3 . 2 . 3  of t h e  S D E I S ) . T h e  
e x c h a n ge a g r e e me n t  i s  s t i l l  i n  e ff e c t  a n d  b e n e f i t s  b o t h  W e s t e r n  a n d  
Co l o r ado-U t e . W i t hou t i t ,  a d d i t i on a l  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty wou l d  b e  
n e e d e d  b y  e a c h .  W e s t e r n ' s  f u e l c on s e r v a t i on p ro g r a m  p rov i d e s  for t h e  
p u r c h a s e  o f  l ow e r cos t off- p e a k  c oa l - f i r e d  g e n e r a t i on ,  a n d  d e l i v e ry of 
hydroe l e c t r i c powe r at p e ak p e r i od s  to r e p l a c e  t h e  u s e  of mor e  e x p e n s i v e 
o i l a n d  g a s  g e n e r a t e d  powe r . Th i s  p ro g r am c on t r i b u t e s  to l owe r c o s t 
powe r for con s u me r s . 

Comme n t  7 
Co l or ado-U t e  w a s  forme d to g e n e r a t e , p u r c h a s e , a n d  d i s t r i b u t e powe r to 
i t s memb e r  coop s ,  on l y .  ( To t h i s  c a n  b e  ad d e d  a c t i v i t i e s s u c h  a s  
w h e e l i n g ,  e x c h a n g e s , a n d  pow e r  poo l i n g c u s tomary i n  t h e  u t i l i ty 
i n d u s t ry . ) T h u s  Co l o r a do-U t e  h a s  no g ro w t h  i mp e r t i v e b eyo n d  w h a t  i s  
n e c e s s a ry to s a t i s fy i t s membe r s ' n e e d s . I t  i s  not  a t  a l l c l e a r  f rom t h e  
S D E I S  how mu c h  c a p a c i ty o f  t h e  p ro po s e d  3 4 5  k V  l i n e ( i f  a n y )  w i l l  b e  
n e e d e d  b y  Co l o r a do-U t e  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s . Ta b l e 2 - 2  s e e m s  t o  b e  
t h e  b a s i s  for l oad p roj e c t i o n s , b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t h i n g mor e  t h a n  a s u r v e y  o f  
t h e  v a r i ou s  coop e r a t i v e s  t h a t , b y  a n d  l a r g e , a r e  n o t  s t affe d t o  d e v e l op 
t h i s  k i n d  of i n forma t i on . T h i s  i s  p i e  i n  t h e  s ky .  W h e r e  i s  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  a n a l y s i s  b y  R EA u s i n g s ta t e-of- t h e - a r t  me t h od o l ogy a s  
r e q u i r e d  b y  l aw ?  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p r i c e / d ema n d  e l a s t i c i ty s hou l d  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  

Re spon s e  
Tab l e  2 - 5  i n  t h e  S D E I S  s hows s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  p roj e c t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
c ap a c i ty n e e d e d  to me e t  t h e  f i v e Co l or ado-U t e  M e m b e r s ' powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  
for t h e  p e r i od 1 9 8 3  to 1 9 9 1 . D e f i c i t  c ap a c i t y a n d  d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f  
e l e c t r i c s e r v i c e  w i l l  oc c u r  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e  
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  p roj e c t . R EA s p e c i f i e s t h e  me t hodo l og i e s  a n d  p roc e d u r e s  
to b e  u t i l i z e d  i n  c on d u c t i fi g  powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  s t u d i e s i n  i t s R EA 
Bu l l e t i n 1 2 0- 1 . Co l o r a do-U t e  a n d  i t s memb e r s  d e v e l op e d  t h e i r  powe r 
r e q u i r e me n t s  s t u d i e s  i n  a c co r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i on s  of R EA 
Bu l l e t i n 1 2 0- 1 . R EA h a s  a p p rov e d  t h e  powe r r e q u i r e me n t  s t u d i e s c o n d u c t e d  
by Co l or ado-U t e  a n d  i t s memb e r s . 

Comme n t  8 
The f a c t i s  t h a t  o n l y  m i n o r  i mp ro v e me n t s  i n  t h e  Co l or a do-U t e  d i s t r i b u t i on 
s y s t e m  a r e  n e e d e d  to s a t i s fy S W  a r e a  n e e d s  for t h e  for e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e . 
Tod ay powe r i n  t h e  a r e a  c om e s  l a r g e l y  f rom WAPA , N u c l a ,  B u l l o c k , a n d  t h e  
Co l l b r a n  h y d ro u n i t s .  Ad d i t i on a l  l ow h e a d  h y d ropowe r c a n  s oon b e come 
a v a i l a b l e f rom t h e  Mon t r o s e  C a n a l  P roj e c t , a n d  powe r c a n  be p u r c h a s e d  
f rom N e w  M e x i co .  Co l or ado-U t e  i n t e n d s  to d i s co n n e c t  a l l t h e s e  s ou r c e s  
a n d  u s e  t h e  3 4 5  k V  l i n e to b r i n g powe r f rom C r a i g  3 .  P u t t i n g  a l l t h e  
e g g s  i n  o n e  b a s k e t  i n  t h i s  way c a n  on l y  r e d u c e  s y s t e m  r e l i a b i l i t y a n d  
i n c re a s e  t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i ty o f  t h e  s y s t e m  to n a t u r a l  a n d  h u man  d i s r u p t i o n .  

R e s pon s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r  to Ta b l e  2 - 5  o f  t h e  S D E I S for a comp a r l S l on of 
Co l or ado-U t e ' s  s o u t h we s t  Co l or a d o  memb e r  powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  a n d  a v a i l a b l e 
r e sou r c e s . T h e  p ropos e d  p roj e c t , a s  c ov e r e d  i n  t h e  r e s po n s e  to Comme n t  
1 ,  i s  a p p rop r i a t e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  l on g - t e rm n e e d s  of s ou t h we s te r n  Co l o r a d o  
l oad s . M i nor  d i s t r i b u t i on s y s t e m  i mp ro v e me n t s  wou l d  n o t  s a t i s fy a r e a  
n e e d s  for t h e  for s e e a b l e  f u t u r e . 
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T h e  Mon t ro s e  C a n a l P roj e c t  h a s  b e e n  d e l ay e d  d u e  to p ro b l em s  w i t h  t h e  F E R C  
l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a t i on .  T h e  p r oj e c t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  c on s t r u c t e d , b u t  
t i m i n g i s  now u n c e r t a i n .  

Co l o r ado-U t e  p u r c h a s e s r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  powe r a n d  e n e r gy f rom W e s t e r n  t o  
s e r v e  t h e s e  l oa d s . F u r t h e r mor e , Co l o r a do-U t e  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  l aw to 
i n t e r con n e c t  w i t h  q u a l i fy i n g s ma l l h y d r o  proj e c t s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to do 
s o  a f t e r  t h e  propo s e d  345 kV l i n e i s  comp l e t e d . No n e  of t h e  powe r 
s o u r c e s  d i s c u s s e d  w i l l  b e  " d i s co n n e c t e d . "  P l e a s e  r e fe r  to S e c ton 3 . 3 . 2  
o f  t h e  S D E I S  for a d i s c u s s i o n o f  p u r c h a s e  of r e q u i r e d  powe r . 

Comme n t  9 
A t horou g h  a n a l y s i s  of l oa d s a n d  r e g i o n a l s y s t e m  i n t e r co n n e c t i on s  i s  
l i ke l y  to s how t h a t  t h e  ma i n  r e a s o n  for t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e i s  t o  d i s po s e  o f  
pow e r  from C r a i g  3 - powe r t h a t  i s  not  n e e d e d  by memb e r s of t h e  
Co l ora do-U t e  s y s t e m . U s i n g  a b s u r d  powe r s a l e s  proj e c t i o n s , Co l o r a do-U t e  
h a s  for e c a s t  no r a te i n c r e a s e s  w h e n  C r a i g 3 come s o n  l i n e .  I t  i s  mor e  
l i ke l y  t h a t  we w i l l  s e e  a 40% r a t e  i n c r e a s e  d u e  t o  C r a i g  3 a n d  a n o t h e r  
1 0% i n c r e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  3 4 5  k V  powe r l i n e . F a c e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r o b a b i l i ty ,  
con s ume r s  a r e  l i ke l y  to o p po s e  e n t e r i n g C r a i g 3 i n to t h e  r a t e  b a s e  - ­

e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  p l a n t  wa s b u i l t  w i t hou t p rope r r e v i e w a n d  
a u t hor i z a t i on . I t  i s  t h u s  e n t i r e l y  pos s i b l e  t h a t  own e r s h i p  o f  C r a i g  3 
may r e v e r t  to t h e  R EA . I f  t h i s  c ome s to p a s s ,  t h e n  Co l o r ado-U t e  w i l l  n o t  
n e e d  t h e  3 4 5  k V  l i n e ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  i mpor t a n t  t h a t  a n y  n e w  l i n e f i n a n c e d  
b y  t h e  R E A  b e  i n  t h e  b e s t  po s s i b l e l oc a t i on for i n t e g r a t i n g t h e  C r a i g  3 
ou t p u t  i n to t h e  r e g i on a l  powe r g r i d  u n d e r  wh a t e v e r  m a n a g e me n t  a r r a n g e me n t  
t h e  R E A  may d e v i s e . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  Proj e c t  i s  n e e d e d  to me e t  t h e  f i v e Co l or ado- U t e  
memb e r ' s  powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  e v e n  i f  Cr a i g S t a t i on U n i t  3 we r e  n o t  b u i l t .  
T h e  t wo p r oj e c t s  a r e  not mu t u a l l y  d e p e n d e n t . R E A  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  p r oj e c t  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  t h e  b e s t  m e a n s for d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  
c u r r e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  powe r r e q u i r e me n t s  o f  t h e  f i v e  m e m b e r s . C r a i g U n i t  3 
wou l d  not by i t s e l f r e v e r t  to R E A ; r a t h e r , i n  t h e  e v e n t  of d e fa u l t  by 
Co l or ado- U t e  w i t h  r e s pe c t  to t h e  r e q u i r e me n t s  of t h e  mor t g a g e  w i t h  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s o f  Ame r i c a ,  R EA wo u l d  b e come t h e  s u c c e s sor o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  e n t i r e Co l or a do-U t e  s y s t e m  a n d  ob l i g a t i on s , t h e r eof . I n  s u c h  a n  
e v e n t , t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n p r oj e c t  wou l d  s t i l l  b e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  d e l i v e r  
powe r a n d  e n e r g y  to t h e  s o u t h we s t  Co l orado- U t e  memb e r  s y s t e m s  a n d  s u c h  
n e e d  for t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  p roj e c t  wou l d  b e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  
Co l or ado-U t e ' s  p r e s e n t  n e e d  for t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  P r oj e c t . R E A  
co n s i d e r s  i t  u n l i ke l y  t h a t  Co l or a do-U t e  w i l l  d e fa u l t  on i t s mor t g a g e  
r e q u i r e me n t s . 

Comme n t  1 0  
My con c l u s i o n s  a r e  t h u s  t h a t  t h e  R E A  h a s  f a i l e d to c on s i d e r  a n  a d e q u a t e  
r a n g e  o f  r e a so n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s , i t  h a s  f a i l e d to c on d u c t  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
a s s e s s me n t  o f  Co l o r a do-U t e ' s  n e e d  for t h e  l i n e ,  i t  h a s  f a i l e d t o  s how 
t h a t  t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e i s  a c t u a l l y  n e e d e d  by Co l o r ado-U t e  ( s e p a r a t e  f rom 
t h e  n e e d s  of o t h e r  e n t i t i e s ) , a n d  i t  h a s  f a i l e d to s how t h a t  t h e  3 4 5  kV 
l i n e i s  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i on to w h a t e v e r  n e e d s Co l o r ado-U t e  may h a v e . 

3 - 7 7  



Re s pon s e  
R EA c on s i d e r s  t h e  r a n g e  of a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  p roj e c t  
e x am i n e d  i n  t h e  S O E I S  to b e  a d e q u a t e  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e .  T h e  a n a l y s i s  of 
need for the R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  p r oj e c t  w a s  d i r e c t e d  to e x am i n i n g t h e  to t a l 
n e e d s of t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s of 
Co l o r ado-U t e . R E A  c on s i d e r s  the R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  p roj e c t  to b e  the b e s t  
s o l u t i on of t h e  r a n g e  of a l t e r n a t i v e s  e x am i n e d  to me e t  a l l t h e  
pa r t i  c i p a n t s ' n e e d s . 

Comme n t  1 1  
Beyo n d  t h i s  i s s u e  of n e e d  t h e r e a r e  a d d i t i on a l  i t e m s  i n  t h e  S O E I S  
i n d i c a t i n g a r a t h e r  c a r e l e s s  a t t i t u d e  towa r d  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i on . 
I r e fe r , for e x amp l e  to t h e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  of s e c t i on 1 . 6 w h e r e i n  i s  t h e  
s t a t e me n t  " no p u b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c s t u d i e s to d a t e  h a v e  s hown a d v e r s e  
e f fe c t s  o n  h u ma n s  f rom e l e c t ro s ta t i c  a n d  e l e c t roma g n a t i c f i e l d s p rod u c e d  
b y  3 4 5  k V  l i n e s " . I r e fe r you t h e  B u l l e t i n of t h e  A tom i c S c i e n t i s t s  fo r 
Ap r i l 1 980 , P a g e  2 8 , wh e r e i n  i s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  1 9 7 8  d e c i s i on by t h e  N e w  
York P u b l i c  S e r v i c e Comm i s s i on t h a t  t h e  6 0  H z  e l e c t r i c a n d  ma g n e t i c 
f i e l d s f rom 7 6 5  kV powe r l i n e s  c on s t i t u t e a h e a l t h r i s k .  T h e  d e c i s i on 
wa s b a s e d  on s c i e n t i f i c t e s t i mony a n d  w a s  u p h e l d  i n  c ou r t . 7 6 5  kV v s  
345  kV i s  n o t  t h e  i s s u e  h e r e s i n c e  towe r h e i g h t s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  to g i v e 
e s s e n t i a l l y  e q u a l f i e l d  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  h e n c e  e q u a l h a z a r d  on t h e  g rou n d . 
N e a r l y  60 r e po r t s  a r e  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c l i t e r a t u r e on t h e  e f fe c t s  of l ow 
f re q u e n c y  e l e c t r i c  a n d  ma g n e t i c f i e l d s i n c l u d i n g many s how i n g  e f fe c t s  on 
a n i ma l s at  f i e l d  s t r e n g t h s  e q u a l to o r  l e s s  t h a n  t ho s e  e x pe c t e d  f rom t h e  
3 4 5  kV l i n e . A n u m b e r  o f  for e i g n p a p e r s  a d d r e s s  t h e  e ff e c t s  o n  h u man s .  
S t u d i e s  now i n  p rog r e s s  may i n d i c a t e  t h e  n e e d  to d e c e n t r a l i ze powe r 
g e n e r a t i on i n  o r d e r  to m i n i m i z e t h e  n e e d  for l on g  d i s ta n c e  h i g h v o l t a g e  
powe r l i n e s .  A con c l u s i o n of t h e  B u l l e t i n a r t i c l e  i s  t h a t  " t h e  h e a r i n g 
a n d  o t h e r  re l a t e d  e v e n t s  r e v e a l e d t h e  ou t l i n e of a n  i n d u s t r y  a t t e m p t  to 
con c e a l e v i d e n c e  a bou t h e a l t h r i s k " . I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  REA may be 
j o i n i n g t h i s c on s p i r a c y . T h i s  i s  con t r a ry to t h e  s t a t u to r y  d u ty of t h e  
R EA a s  l e a d  a g e n c y  for t h e  p r e pa r a t i on o f  t h e  E I S  " to p ro t e c t  t h e  we l fa r e  
of t h e  p u b l i c " a s  s ta t e d  on p a g e  1 - 5 .  Con s i d e r a t i on of t h i s h e a l t h  r i s k  
i s  e x p e c te d  t o  favor  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  ov e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  
Co l or ado- U t e  p ropo s a l . 

Re s pon s e  
S e v e r a l  c omme n to r s  r e q u e s t e d  a r e v i e w of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  e l e c t r i c 
f i e l d s a n d  a n y  a s soc i a t e d  h e a l t h e f fe c t s . R E A  h a s  p rov i d e d  a d d i t i on a l 
i nforma t i on on e l e c t r i c f i e l d s a n d  h e a l t h e f fe c t s  i n  Se c t i on 2 . 2 . 5 . 1 of 
t h i s  F E I S .  REA h a s  c on d u c t e d  a c a r e f u l a n d  e x t e n s i v e r e v i e w of t h e  
l i te r a t u r e  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t . R EA ' s po s i t i on i s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e me n t  m a d e  i n  
t h e  S O E I S  t h a t  " no p u b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c s t u d i e s to d a t e  h a v e  s hown 
a d v e r s e  e ffe c t s  on h u ma n s  from e l e c t ro s t a t i c  and e l e c t roma g n e t i c f i e l d s 
p rod u c e d  by 3 4 5  kV l i n e s "  i s  s t i l l  v a l i d .  A p p e n d i x  B of t h i s  F E I S  
i n c l u d e s  a b i b l i og r a p h y  of some of t h e  p u b l i c a t i on s  r e v i e w e d . 

Comme n t  1 2  
I n  s u mma r y , t h e  p ropos e d  3 4 5  k v  l i n e i s  l i k e l y  to a d v e r s e l y  a f fe c t  t h e  
h e a l t h  a n d  e c onom i c we l fa r e  o f  c o n s u me r s  i n  t h e  coo p s  of t h e  Co l o r a do- U t e  
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s y s t e m  w i t hou t p r ov i d i n g a n y a d e mon s t r a te d e be n e f i t s . p r We 1 don ' t i n e e d h i t . E RC 
We don ' t  wa n t  i t . I t  i s  a ) wa s t e tof i o u r p mon e y . y  I f  o t h e r s u wa n t , a b powe r 
l i n e ,  l e t t h e m  b u i l d  i t ,  a n d  l e t t h e m  pay for i t . 

Re spon s e  t t i v e 1 y  l i t t l e powe r a n d  e n e r g y  f rom We s t e r n  t o  
REA c on c l u d e d  a f t e r e x te n s i v e r r e v i e woon d t h e t s u b j e c t , u t h a t  t h e 1 p ropo s e d  
p roj e c t  wou l d n o t  a d v e r s e 1 ygaffe c t  t h e r h e a 1 t h eof s c on s u me r s . c o S e e n p r e v i ou s  
r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  1 1 .  R E A  f u r t h e r  con c 1 u d e s . t h a t n t h e f R i f 1 e - S a n r J u a n  
3 4 5  k V  l i n e i s  e s s e n t i a l  fo r i t h e n 1 on g - t e r m  e conom i c e d e v e 1 opme n to i n 3 . 3 . 2  
sou t hwe s t e r n  Co l o r a d o , a n d  t h e o 1 i n e r w i 1 1 e i n f fa c t u c on t r i b u t e . to t h e  
we l l - be i n g of t h e  u l t i ma t e c o n s u me r . T h e  p ropo s e d  p r oj e c t  w i l l  a l l ow 
Co l or ado- U t e  to p r ov i d e t h e  be n e f i t of a d e q u a t e  a n d  r e 1 i a b 1 e e l e c t r i c  
s e r v i c e to i t s m e mb e r s  i n  s o u t h we s t g Co 1 o r d o . s t T h e i PUCr h a s n d e te r m i n e s t h a t  
t h e  p r oj e c t  i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s toa n d h h a s 4 i s s u e d i a e Ce r t i f i c a t e . s e o f  

: h a t  i s  n o t  n e e d e d  b y  me mbe r s  o f  t h e  
3 . 3 . 1 3  Car l We s ton I a b s u r d  powe r s a l e s p r oj e c t i on s , Co l or ado- U t e  
Comme n t  1 t s e s  w h e n Cr a i g 3 come s on l i n e .  I t  i s  mor e  
An a c t i v e n e s t  of s ou t h e r n  I s po t t e d  ow 1 s e we r e d r e c e n t 1 y afou n d a i n t h e tMe s a  
Ve r d e  P a r k  a r e a  n e a r  Cor t e z  b y  aopos t 1 g r a d u a t e c b i o 1 og y  s t u d e n to u n d e r i ty ,  
P rof . C r u g  of t h e  U n i v e r s i tysofeCo 1 o r adoCa t i Bou 1 d e r . t T h i s a s p e c i e s h a s  
b e e n  p ropo s e d  for p ro t e c t e d w s t a t u s 1 byw t h eoU . S . r F i s h  a n d i W i 1 d 1 i fe 
S e rv i c e .  Mu c h  of t h e  p ropo s e d i rou t e p i s s s u i t a b l e t h a b i t a t h fo r o t h i s a i g  3 
s p e c i e s .  S u r v e y  a n d  m i t i g a t i o n me a s u r e s  s ho u 1 d t b e n p a r toofd t h e t E . I . S .  n o t  

t w i l l  be  i mpor t a n t  t h a t  a n y  n e w  1 i n e f i n a n c e d  
Re s pon s e  )o s s i b 1 e  l oc a t i o n for i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  C r a i g  3 
T h e  sou t h e r n  s po t t e d  ow l l s wnot g 1 i s t e d d a s  a h t h r e a t e n e d aorme n d a n g e r e d e me n t  
s p e c i e s o r  p ropo s e d  for b e i n g l i s t e d  a s  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  e n d a n g e r e d . W h i l e  
t h e  ow l may be p rop o s e d  for p ro te c t i v e s t a t u s , R E A  doe s not  h a v e  a n y  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s po t t e d  ow l wou l d  be  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c te d  by t h e  
p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . i s  n e e d e d  to me e t  t h e  f i v e Co l o r a do - U t e  

; e v e n  i f  C ra i g S t a t i on U n i t 3 we r e  n o t  b u i l t .  
Comme n t  2 l t u a  1 1  y d e p e n d e n t . R EA con s i d e r s  t h e  
T h e  P u r po s e  a n d  N e e d  s e c t i on tof 1 t h e d E I S e doe s t n o ta i n d i c a t e e t h e e e ff e c t hon 
Co l or ado R i v e r  B a s i n  P a c t  no r i a 1 1 oc a t i on s t r e p r e s e n t e d b i n s t h e Cw a t e r U n i t  3 
con s um e d  i n  coa l f i r e d  g e n e r a t i on ; ofa " poo 1 e d n a n de s h a r e d " opowe r . u l t  by 
S i g n i f i c a n t  amo u n t s  of w a t e r a 1 1 oc a t e d r to e o n e  s t a t e e co u 1 d g b e e s e co n d a r i 1 y 
t r a n s fe r r e d  to u s e  i n  a n o t h e r  s ta t e  v i aoe 1 e c t r i c a 1 c powe r  w i t h o u t r e s t  i n  
con c om i t a n t  w a t e r a 1 1 oc a t i o n e a d j u s tme n t . a t i on s , t h e reof . I n  s u c h  a n  

lroj e c t  wou l d  s t i l l  be  e s s e n t i a l to d e l i v e r  
I t  a p p e a r s  po s s i b l e  t h a t  p r i or i t i e soof r w a t e r t u s e e a n d r con s e r v a t i o n i n c h  
wa t e r  c omp e t i n g s t a t e s cou 1 d p be j d i r e c t e d d away i f rom i powe r i g e n e r a t i on a n d  
t h e  " poo l e d  a n d  s h a r e d " powe roe x p 1 o i t e d 1 a s S a n me a n s  ofo i n vo 1 u n t a ry 
s e con d a ry t r an s fe r  of wa t e rC r i g h t s o r e p 1 a c i n g j u n i or tw a t e r t r i g h t s g i n e o n e  
s t a t e  w i t h  powe r c o n s u mp t i on i n  a n o t h e r .  

Re spon s e  
P l a n n e d  wa t e r d e p l e t i on s  a r e  r e v i e w e d h p e r i od i c a 1 1 y  ( u s u a l l y  a n n u a 1 1 y ) t b y  
t h e  s t a t e s  i n vo l v e d  f o r  comp 1 i a n c e i w i t h s t h e i v a r i ou s c compac t s . i Wa te r n d e n t  
r i g h t s  for con s u mp t i v e u s e  w i t h i n  s ta te h bo u n d a r i e s a r e  g r a n t e d ton 1 yoby 
that  s t a t e , i r r e s p e c t i v e of u t h e y ty p e dof u s e . o 1 T h e r e for e , ( w h e t h e r e powe r i s  
u s e d  w i t h i n  or ou t s i d e t h e  ; s t a t e d i n twh i c h f t h e e wa te r s i s w u s e d t i n h co n n e c t i on 
w i t h  t h e  ge n e r a t i on of t h a topowe r e h a s  noe b e a r i n g ronoanyeofa t h e aCo 1 o r a d o  
R i v e r  Comp a c t s . 
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Comme n t  3 
I s e e  no p r ov i s i on to e n s u r e  t h a t  " poo l e d  a n d  s h a r e d "  powe r con c e p t s  
fa c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h i s  p ro j e c t  a r e  not  u s e d  b y  Co l or a do u t e  t o  j u s t i fy 
c on s t r u c t i on of t r a n s m i s s i on a n d  g e n e r a t i on c a p a c i ty i n  e x c e s s  of t h e  
n e e d s  o f  i t s own s e r v i c e a r e a . W h a t  a s s u ra n c e s  a r e  t h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
not  a T roj a n  Hor s e  s t r a t e gy for o t h e r  powe r s y s t e m s  to e x p l o i t r e s ou r c e s ,  
e n v i ronme n t , f i n a n c i n g a n d  wa t e r  i n  We s t e r n  Co l or a d o  to a vo i d t h e  
p rob l e m s  t h e s e  f a c to r s wo u l d  c a u s e  i n  t h e i r  own s e r v i c e a r e a s ?  How a re 
t h e  p r i c i n g ,  t i m i n g , ma n n e r  of r e p ayme n t ,  a n d  c r i t e r i a  for i mp l e me n t a t i on 
of " poo l i n g a n d  s h a r i n g "  to b e  con t ro l l e d to a s s u r e t h a t  R EA co-op s i n  
Co l orado w i l l  n o t  b e  s u b s i d i z i n g g rowt h  cos t s  i n  o t h e r  memb e r  s y s t e m s  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e t h a t  a r e  i n v e s to r  own e d ?  W h a t  p e r c e n t a g e  of t h e  n e e d  
for t h i s  p r oj e c t s  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  " poo l i n g a n d  S h a r i n g c on c e p t . 

Re s pon s e  
A s  memb e r s  o f  t h e  I n l a n d  Powe r Poo l , Co l o r a do-U t e , We s t e r n  a n d  P S C  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s h a r i n g of g e n e r a t i n g r e s e r v e s  w i t h  o t h e r  Poo l 
membe r s . T h i s  l owe r s  c o s t s  to a l l t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ' con s u me r s  b y  
r e d u c i n g t h e  amo u n t  of r e s e r v e  c a p a c i ty n e c e s s a ry on e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  
s y s t e m . P l e a s e  r e fe r  to S e c t i on 2 . 5  o f  t h e  S D E I S  for f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s i on .  I t  s hou l d  b e  r e e mp h a s i z e d  t h a t  Co l o r a do-U t e ' s  s h a r e  i n  t h e  
p roj e c t  i s  b a s e d  s o l e l y  o n  t h e  n e e d s  o f  Co l or a do-U t e  a n d  i t s memb e r s . 

Comme n t  4 
How a re t h e  l e g a l cos t s  of f i g h t i n g  a l l t h e  way to t h e  S u p r e me Cou r t  ( a s  
w a s  done b y  Co l or a do U t e )  a g a i n s t  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of a l t e r n a t e  e n e r g y  powe r 
s u c h  a s  w i n d  powe r , s ma l l o r  l ow h e a d  hyd ro , p h o tovo l t a i c a n d  i n d u s t r i a l 
co-ge n e r a t i on ,  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i on of t h e  c on s e r v a t i on 
a l t e r n a t i v e for t h i s  p roj e c t ?  A r e  t h e r e  no g u i d e l i n e s  for off s e t t i n g a n d  
g u a r d i n g a g a i n s t  b i a s e d  e v a l u a t i o n s ?  W a s  t h e  d e c i s i on b y  Co l o r a do U te to 
f i gh t  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of a l t e r n a t i v e e n e r g y  powe r s u p po r t e d  o r  e n do r s e d  by 
REA ? To w h a t  e x t e n t  i s  t h e  oppos i t i on to t h i s a n d  o t h e r  forms of 
con s e r v a t i on p r e s u m e d  by R E A  to r e f l e c t  the pos i t i on of i n d i v i d u a l  R . E . A .  
Co-op con s u me r -m e mb e r s ?  W h i c h of t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h i s  p roj e c t  
h a v e  fo u g h t  a l t e r n a te en e r gy p u r c h a s e s  a n d  t h e n  s u b m i t t e d  n e g a t i v e 
e v a l u a t i on s  of t h e  con s e r v a t i on a l t e r n a t i v e s ?  

R e s po n s e  
Co l or a do-U t e , We s t e r n , P S C  a n d  R EA p romo t e  a n d  s u p po r t c on s e r v a t i on of 
e n e r g y , the d e v e l opme n t  of s ma l l powe r p rod u c e r s , c og e n e ra tor s , a n d  o t h e r  
r e n e wa b l e  e n e r gy s ou r c e s .  I n  t h e  l aw s u i t  r e f e r r e d  to , Co l o r a do-U t e  d i d  
not  o p po s e  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r gy a n d  powe r , b u t  q u e s t i on e d  
t h e  r a t e s  w h i c h m u s t  b e  p a i d b y  Co l or a do-U t e , a n d  u l t i ma t e l y  b y  
Co l or ado- U t e ' s  c on s ume r s  for p u r c h a s e s  o f  s u c h  a l t e r n a t i v e e n e r g y . 

Comme n t  5 
Doe s R EA make a n y  off i c i a l d i s t i n c t i on b e twe e n  growt h foc u s e d  c a r e e r  
amb i t i on mo t i v a t i on o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  m a n a g e m e n t  c a d r e  o f  Co l o r ado-U t e  a n d  
l i fe s ty l e p r e fe r e n c e , a f fo r d a b i l i ty a n d  cos t o f  l i v i n g ,  v a l u e s  a n d  
mo t i v a t i on s  of i n d i v i d u a l  R EA Co-op memb e r s  w h e n  we i g h i n g s y s te m  " n e e d " 
a g a i n s t soc  i a 1 ,  e n v i r  0 n m e n  t a l  a n d  e con  om i c c 0 s t s ? 
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Re s pon s e  
R EA h a s  c a r e f u l l y e v a l u a t e d  t h e  p ropo s e d  p r oj e c t  a n d  b e l i e v e s  i t s 
c on s t r u c t i on i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  e l e c t r i c c u s tome r s  of t h e  
t h r e e  p a r t i c i p a n t s . R EA ' s i n d e p e n d e n t  e v a l u a t i on w a s  n o t  k n ow i n g l y  
i n f l u e n c e d by t h e  Co l or ado- U t e  m a n a g e m e n t  o r  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  f a c t i on of 
m e mb e r s  of REA f i n a n c e d  c oo p e r a t i v e s . 

Comme n t  6 
T h e  " poo l i n g a n d  s h a r i n g "  d e v i c e a l so a p p e a r s  to h a v e  t h e  pot e n t i a l for 
a l l ow i n g  i n v e s to r  ow n e d  s y s t e m s  to r e l y  on c a p a c i ty b u i l t  w i t h  l ow 
i n t e r e s t  r a t e l oa n s  a v a i l a b l e  on l y  to R . E . A .  Co-o p s . I t  a l s o  s u b v e r t s  
t h e  a b i l i ty o f  Co l o r a d o  P . U . C .  to r e q u i re s t ro n g  e v i d e n c e  of n e e d  i n  
Co l or ado U t e s  own s e r v i c e a r e a  by d i f fu s i n g a n d  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  n e e d  
f a c tor t h ro u g h  o t h e r  powe r s y s t e m s  w h e r e  P . U . C .  l a c k s  j u r i s d i c t i on a n d  
w h e r e  p rof i t s  t o  i n v e s to r s h a v e  h i g h p r i o r i ty . 

T h e  " P u r p o s e  a n d  N e e d "  s e c t i on of t h e  E . I . S .  doe s n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  
c o n c om i tan t l o s s  o f  w i t h i n  s t a t e  r e g u l a tory a b i l i ty i n vo l v e d  i n  t h e  
f ac i l i t a t i on o f  poo l i n g a n d  s h a r i n g goa l s ou t l i n e d  for t h i s  p roj e c t . 
T h i s  l o s s  r e p r e s e n t s  a d e g r e e  of d i s e n f r a n c h i s e me n t  of R . E . A .  Co-op 
m e m b e r - c o n s u me r i n d i v i d u a l s who r e g a r d  the Co l o .  P . U . C .  as  t h e i r o n l y  
b u ff e r  ag a i n s t  b e i n g  for c e d  to f i n a n c e  t h e  c a r e e r  am b i t i on g ro w t h  
p u r s u i t s of Co l or ado U t e s  t e c h n i c a l  m a n ag e me n t  c ad r e . T h e  fe e l i n g of ' 
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e me n t  i s  e x a c e r b a t e d  by goa l s of t h i s  p roj e c t  w h i c h w i l l  
for c e  " poo l i n g  a n d  s h a r i  n g "  of g ro w t h  c o s t s  of i n v e s to r  own e d  s y s t,e m s  
w i t h  ou r non p r of i t c o-op s y s t e m . 

Re s pon s e  
Re f e r  t o  r e s pon s e  o f  Comme n t  3 o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  a n d  S e c t i on 2 . 0  of t h e  
S D E I S . 

Comme n t  7 
No o n e  h a s  a s ke d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  R . E . A .  me m b e r  c o n s u me r s  i f  o r  to w h a t  
d e g r e e  t h ay w a n t to t a l  g u a r a n t e e  a g a i n s t  powe r s ho r t a g e  a t  t h e  p r i c e  of 
e n v i ronme n t a l  d e g r ad a t i on ,  for c e d  u r b a n i za t i o n of t h e i r  l i f e s ty l e s , a n d  
u n affo r d a b l e  e l e c t r i c  b i l l s .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  h a d  many o p por t u n i t i e s to p rov i d e t h e i r op l n l on o n  t h e  
p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . P l e a s e  r e f e r t o  Comme n t  8 of Se c t i o n 3 . 3 . 1 1 . 

Comme n t  8 
P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a r e  too t i me a n d  p l a c e  s p e c i f i c a n d  too dom i n a t e d  by t h e  
e x t re m i s t s  o f  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  to p r ov i d e a c c u r a t e me a s u r e me n t  of 
p u b l i c  a n d  m e m b e r co n s u me r  v i e w s  a n d  op i n i on .  E v e n  w i t h  w r i t t e n  c omme n t  
p rov i s i on s  a l l t h a t  i s  h e a r d  f rom a r e  powe r i n d u s t r y  c a r e e r i s t s  a n d  voc a l  
l i t e r a t e  a c t i v i s t s . T h e y  ( we )  a r e  n o t  t h e  affe c t e d  ma j or i ty .  

Re s pon s e  
A g r e a t  d e a l  of t i me a n d  mo n e y  i s  e x p e n d e d  to not i fy t h e  p u b l  i c  of 
o p po r t u n i t i e s to p rov i d e i n p u t  on p roj e c t s s u c h  as t h e  p ro po s e d  3 4 5  kV 
l i n e .  T h e  p u b l i c  c an no t  be for c e d  to comme n t ; t h e y  w i l l  do so i f  t h ey 
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d . 
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Comme n t  9 
You s h ou l d  po l l t h e  pawn s ! T h e  s o c i o- e c onom i c i mp a c t on affe c t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l s h a s  not  b e e n  ad e q u a t e l y  ad d r e s s e d . T h e y  wou l d  wou l d  g e t  more 
c on s i d e r a t i on i f  t h ey we r e  fe r r e t s  e ag l e s or ow l s .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  be e n  a c c o r d e d  many o p po r t u n i t i e s  t o  e x p re s s  i t s op i n i on on 
t h e  p ropo s e d  t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e .  The  soc i oe c onom i c i mp a c t of the p r oj e c t  
h a s  be e n  a d d r e s s e d  ( s e e  S e c t i on s  5 . 1 0 a n d  5 . 1 1 of t h e  S D E I S ) . 

3 . 3 . 1 4  S h i e l d s / E n r i g h t  
Comme n t 1 
T h e r e fore , I wou l d  c h a r g e  t h e  R EA , a s  t h e  l e ad a ge n c y , w i t h  a l t e r i n g t h e  
v a l u e , both  ae s t h e t i c a n d  mon e tary , o f  p rop e r t i e s  a n yw h e r e w i t h i n  t h e  
v i s u a l  bou n d a r i e s o f  t h e  M a n cos  Va l l e y a n d  i t s s u r ro u n d i n g fo r e s t  s ho u l d  
t h i s  l i n e be  c on s t r u c t e d  a c c o r d i n g to t h e  p l a n s  of t h e  S D E I S . 

Re s po n s e  
T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ' i n  c o n j u n c t i on w i t h  o t h e r  age n c i e s  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c ,  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to s e l e c t  a ro u t e t h a t  wou l d  c r e a t e  t h e  l e a s t  
amou n t  o f  v i s u a l  a n d  l a n d  u s e  i mp a c t s . 

Comme n t  2 
T h e r e fo r e , I c h a r g e  t h a t  t h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  r e d u c t i o n i n  v a l u e  be bo r n e  by 
t h e  R E A  whos e e n d o r s e me n t  of t h e  l i n e h a s  b e e n , i n  fa c t ,  g i v e n  w i t hou t 
d u e  c on s i d e r a t i on of t h e  we l f a r e  of t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  q u a l i ty of t h e  
h u m a n  e n v i ronme n t , a s  t h e  R E A  s u g g e s t s . 

Re s po n s e  
R EA f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  S D E I S  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e s  soc i oe conom i c i mp a c t s  of 
t h e  p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  3 
I n  a s i m i l a r a c t i on r e g a r d i n g a dou b l e c i r c u i t 3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
con s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  s t a te of t h e  N e w  Yor k , a 1 9 6 7  S u p r eme Cou r t  r u l e d .  
" Howe v e r , we c on s i d e r  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l p rope r ty o r  i n  pot e n t i a l r e s i d e n t i a l 
prop e r ty wh i c h h a s  a n  e n h a n c e d  v a l u e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  b e a u ty of t h e  v i e w 
a n d / o r  b e c a u s e  of s e c l u s i on a n d  p r i v a c y , t h a t  t h e  powe r e a s e me n t  doe s 
c a u s e  a con s e q u e n t i a l d a m a g e  i f  i t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  s a i d  v i e w o r  w i t h  s a i d  
s e c l u s i on a n d  p r i v a c y . "  

Re s po n s e  
No r e s pon s e  i s  n e c e s s a ry . 

Comme n t  4 
F i g u r e  3 - 1 3  s hows  t h e  e n t i r e  WAPA 2 30 kV c or r i dor a s  " ot h e r  c or r i dor s 
con s i d e r e d "  b u t  R EA g i v e s  no c o n s i d e r a t i on to t h a t  cor r i dor a n y wh e r e  
i n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  S D E I S  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e t o  t h a t  p r e fe r r e d  by 
Co l or a do-U t e . 
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R e s pon s e  
Col ora do-U t e  n e e d s  t o  d e l i v e r  powe r a n d  e n e r gy to L a  P l a t a  E l e c t r i c 
A s s oc i a t i on a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  Lon g  H o l l ow S u b s t a t i on .  D u e  to i t s n e e d  to 
s e r v e  t h e  D u r a n go a r e a  l oa d  c e n t e r , u s e  of We s t e r n ' s  Los t Ca n yon - S h i p ro c k  
2 30 k V  cor r i do r  wa s e l i m i n a t e d  from f u r t h e r  c on s i d e r a t i on .  

Comme n t  5 
R EA h a s  a c c e p t e d  a wr i t t e n  e r ror t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  rou t e , a s  i t  e n t e r s 
Mon t e z u m a  Cou n ty f rom t h e  Norwood s u b s ta t i on , wou l d  c on t i n u e  s o u t h e r l y  to 
t h e  Mon t e z u m a /  La P l a t a  Co u n ty bor d e r ,  PARA L L E L I NG WAPA ' S  2 30 kV L I N E  A L L  
T H E  WAY . ( p .  1 - 4 ) . WAPA ' s 2 30 doe s not  me e t  a t  t h e  two- c ou n ty b o r d e r .  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  comme n t  i s  c o r r e c t . A l t e r n a t i v e B d e p a r t s  f rom t h e  We s t e r n  2 30 kV 
l i n e a p p r o x i ma t e l y  48 km ( 30 m i l e s )  s ou t h  of t h e  S a n  M i g u e l / Do l o r e s 
Cou n ty L i n e ; howe v e r , i t  doe s n o t  c h a n ge t h e  r e s u l t s of t h e  a n a l y s i s  of 
t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o r r i dor s for t h i s  s e c t i on . 

Comme n t  6 
R EA h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  a n e e d  for t h e  l i n e ,  ba s e d  on Co 1 or a do-U t e ' s  p roj e c te d  
n e e d s ; b u t  R E A  a d m i t s  i t  h a s  n o t  ye t comp l e t e d  i t s r e v i e w of 
Co 1 orado- U t e ' s  for e c a s t s  ( p .  2 - 2 ) . R EA ' s  S D E I S  s how s no doc u me n t a t i o n of 
Co 1 orado-U t e ' s  p roj e c t e d  n e e d s ; R EA a c c e p t s  t h e i r  v a l i d i ty w i t hou t 
r e s e a r c h .  ( p .  2 - 2 ) Ma t h e ma t i c s u s e d  to s how Co 1 o r a do- U t e ' s  e n e r g y  
r e q u i r e me n t s  fo r 1 9 8 3  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  q u i t e  l i b e r a l l y .  A c c or d i n g  t o  t h e  
S OE I S , " Co l o r a d o- U t e  e x p e c t s me m b e r  e n e r gy r e q u i r e me n t s  for 1 98 3  to b e  
a p p ro x i ma t e l y  7 p e r c e n t  a bo v e  1 9 8 2 . Ta b l e s  2 - 1  t h rou g h  2 - 4  con c l u d e  a 
6 . 1 5  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e . S u c h  rou n d i n g of f i g u r e s to t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  
i n d i c a t e s  e i t h e r  a b i a s o r  f a u l ty ma t h e ma t i c s .  

Re s pon s e  
Co l or ado-U t e  a n d  i t s me m b e r  a s soc i a t i on s  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  Powe r Re q u i r e me n t s  
S t u d i e s i n  a c co r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r oc e d u r e s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  s e t  for t h  i n  R EA 
�u 1 1 e t i n  1 2 0- 1 . T h i s  for e c a s t i n g p r o c e s s  w a s  a c comp l i s h e d  b y  s t a f f s  f rom 
Co l orado- U t e  a n d  i t s m e m b e r s . T h e  fou r t e e n  me m b e r  a s s oc i a t i o n Powe r 
Re q u i r e me n t s  S t u d i e s h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  R E A . 

Co 1 o r ado-U t e ' s  1 4-memb e r  e n e r g y  r e q u i r e me n t s  a r e  e x p e c te d  to i n c r e a s e  
f rom a n  a c t u a l 2 8 1 9 . 1  G W H  i n  1 98 2  t o  a n  e s t i ma t e d  3008 . 4  G W H  i n  1 9 8 3  
( Ta b l e  2 - 2  i n  S D E I S )  for a n  e s t i ma t e d  i n c r e a s e  of 6 . 7 1 p e r c e n t .  

Comme n t  7 
REA c on t i n u e s  to e n dor s e  t h e  a l l e g e d  n e e d  for s u c h  a l a r g e - c a p a c i ty 
t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e ;  y e t a d m i t s  ( p .  3 - 2 5 )  " n e w  g r owt h  i n  So u t h we s te r n  
Co l or ado h a s  d e c r e a s e d . "  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  r a te a t  wh i c h Co 1 or a do- U t e ' s  me m b e r  l oad s a r e  g r ow i n g  i n  sou t h we s t e r n  
Co l or ado h a s  d e c r e a s e d  s i n c e  t h e  or i g i n a l  do u b l e - c i r c u i t  3 4 5  kV l i n e wa s 
p ropo s e d . T h e  c u r r e n t  l oa d  fo r e c a s t  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  c h a n g e  a n d  wa s a n  
i mpor t a n t  f a c tor i n  r e d u c i n g t h e  s c ope o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  p ropo s a l  t o  a 
s i n g l e - c i r c u i t 1 i n e .  Co 1 o r ado-U t e ' s  c a p a c i ty h a s  s i m i l a r l y  b e e n  r e d u c e d  
f rom 7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a d ou b l e - c i r c u i t  ( a p p rox i ma te l y  700 MW ) t o  t h e  
50 p e r c e n t  o f  a s i n g l e - c i r c u i t  ( a p p ro x i ma t e l y  2 50 M W ) . 

3 - 8 3  



Comme n t  8 
Noth i n g i n  t h e  S D E I S  t e x t  c l e a r l y  s p e l l s  ou t p a r t i e s i n  m i t i g a t i on 
proc e e d i n g s . For p rop e r ty own e r s  i n  Mon t e z u m a  Cou n ty ,  c on s t r u c t i on of 
t h e  l i n e wou l d  b e  p e rformed by one age n cy a n d  ma i n ta i n e d  a n d  f i n a n c e d  by 
anot h e r .  A ny hop e s  for f a i r  a n d  e x p e d i e n t  m i t i g a t i on wo u l d  be l o s t  i n  
t h i s  c o n f u s i o n .  

Re s pon s e  
Co l or ado- U t e  a n d  We s t e r n  w i l l  b e  j o i n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h i s  po r t i on of 
t h e  l i n e e a c h  f i n a n c i n g 50 p e r c e n t  of t h e  l i n e .  M i t i g a t i on comm i tme n t s  
mad e  to l a n down e r s  w i l l  b e  hono r e d  b y  both  p a r t i e s . 

Comme n t  9 
R EA hop e s  to c on v i n c e  i t s S D E I S  r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  i n d u s t r y  i n  
Sou t h we s te r n  Co l o rado tod ay i s  m i n i n g .  ( p . 4 - 2 5 )  I u r g e  t h e  R EA to 
u p d a t e  i t s f a c t s .  I f  m i n i n g we r e  t h e  maj o r  i n d u s t r y , a n e e d  for 
l ar g e r - c a p a c i ty 1 i n e s  m i g h t  be  j u s t i f i e d .  I s u gg e s t , howe v e r , t h a t  
c a t t l e  a r e  con t e n t  w i t ho u t  mor e powe r 1 i n e s  t h ro u g h  t h e i r  g r az i n g a n d  
c rop l a n d s . 

Re spon s e  
T h e  s t a t e me n t  " today , m l n l n g o f  coa l , u r a n i u m ,  a n d  o t h e r  e n e r gy r e l a t e d  
r e s o u r c e s  dom i n a t e s  t h e  r e g i on a l  e conomy w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a "  i s  
cor r e c t  a s  wr i t t e n . M i n i n g may p l ay a l e s s e r  r o l e i n  s o u t h we s t  Co l or a d o  
tod ay , b u t  t h e  s t a t e me n t  i s  s t i l l  t r u e  for t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  a s  a w h o l e .  

Comme n t  1 0  
REA r e j e c t s  t h e  p ropo s a l of a Lake C i ty- D u r a n go 1 1 5 kV l i n e b e c a u s e  i f  
wou l d  " s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i mp a c t  a h i g h l y  s c e n i c  a r e a . "  ( 3 - 1 9 )  T h i s  s ame 
l e a d  a g e n c y  p r e fe r s  t h e  mo r e  v i s u a l l y  i mp a c t i n g 3 4 5  kV l i n e to c ro s s 
t h ro u g h  h i g h l y  s c e n i c  a r e a  of t h e  N a t i on a l Fo r e s t  s u r rou n d i n g t h e  Ma n c o s  
Va l l e y ,  Ma n c os H i l l  a n d  H e s p e r u s . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  Lake C i ty-Du r a n go 1 1 5 k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e a l t e r n a t i v e w a s  e l i m i n a t e d  
be c a u s e  i t  wou l d  d o  l i t t l e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a l l t h e  p roj e c t  
par t i c i p a n t s . 

Comme n t  1 1  
B u r n s -M c Don n e l l u s e d  a 1 9 7 7 - 7 9  r e s o u r c e  for i t s d a ta on l a n d  u s e  i n  t h e  
M a n c o s  V a l l e y ( f i g .  4- 1 1 )  T h i s  d a ta i s  no l on g e r  r e l i a b l e .  I u r g e  a 
c l os e r  i n s p e c t i o n of t h e  1 i v i 1 i hood of t h i s  r e g i o n a n d  t h e  l o s s  i n  l a n d  
v a l u e a n d  u s e  wh i c h wou l d  r e s u l t f rom t h e  co n s t r u c t i on of t h i s  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  

R e s po n s e  
F i  g u r e  4- 1 1  i s  a sma 1 1  s c a  1 e g e n e r a  1 i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a  t i  o n  o f  1 a n d  u s e  
w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a . T h e  cor r i do r  prof i l e s fou n d  i n  S e c t i on 4 . 1 2  of 
t h e  SD E I S  we r e  d e v e l o p e d  f rom l a r g e r  s c a l e  ma p s  a n d  R EA b e l i e v e s  t h e y  a r e  
s u i t a b l e  for t h e  p u r po s e  of e v a l u a t i on o f  pot e n t i a l  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s . 
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Comme n t  1 2  
R EA con te n d s  t h a t  " t h e  n a t i on a l i n t e r e s t s  of r u r a l  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n 
a c h i e v e d  by t h i s  p roj e c t  ou twe i g h t h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  b e n e f i t s  d e r i v e d  f rom 
p rote c t i n g  t h e  p r i me f a rm l a n d s  f rom s u c h  u s e . "  ( p .  5 - 4 4 ) I s u g g e s t  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  not a q u e s t i on o f  r u r a l  e l e c t r i f i c a t i on ; t h a t  i t  i s  a q u e s t i on o f  
Co l or ado e l e c t r i c i ty con s u me r s  f i n a n c i n g t h e  c o s t o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s , g e n e r a t i n g  fa c i l i t i e s , a n d  c o a l op e r a t i on s  i n  t h e i r  
s t a te for t h e  l owe r - co s t  powe r p rov i d e d  to non-membe r s  ou t s i d e t h e  s ta t e  
o f  Co l orado . I wo u l d  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  R EA t o  a n a t i on a l i n t e r e s t  
s u r v e y  for t h e  t r u t h . 

Re s po n s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r t o  S e c t i on 2 . 0 :  P u r p o s e  a n d  N e e d  o f  t h e  S D E I S .  
Co 1 0r a do-U t e ' s  p r i m a r y  p u r po s e  fo r p a r t i c i pa t i on i n  t h i s  p roj e c t  i s  to 
i mp ro v e  s e r v i c e to s o u t h we s te r n  Co l o r a d o . 

Comme n t  1 3  
I n  con c l u s i on ,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  R EA h a s  d e f e a t e d  i t s o r i g i n a l  p u r po s e  
o f  p r ov i d i n g e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n t o  r u r a l  Ame r i c a ,  a p u r po s e  for wh i c h i t  wa s 
con c e i v e d  n e a r l y  h a l f  a c e n t u ry ago . R u r a l c u s tome r s  i n  Co l or a d o  a r e  
be i n g a s k e d  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  v a l u e s , t h e i r  l a n d s  a n d  t h e i r  1 i v 1  i hood s , 
i n  s ome c a s e s , i n  o r d e r  to p rov i d e e l e c t r i c i ty to u r b a n  Ame r i c a n s  o u t s i d e 
t h e  s t a t e  of Co l o r ado . 

Re spo n s e  
R EA wou l d  b e  p r ov i d i n g f i n a n c i n g a s s i s t a n c e  to Co l or a d o - U t e  to i mp ro v e  
s e rv i c e to sou t h we s t e r n  Co l or ado l oad s . We s t e r n  a s  a j o i n t  p a r t i c i p a n t  
wo u l d  f i n a n c e  i t s s h a r e  o f  t h e  p r oj e c t . We s t e r n  s e r v e s  c u s tome r s  ou t s i d e 
t h e  S ta te of Co l o r a d o  b a s e d  on a powe r r e s o u r c e  a l l oc a t i o n wh i c h g i v e s  
p r e f e r e n c e  to mu n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  r u r a l c oo p e ra t i v e s  a n d  p u b l i c -own e d  
u t i l i t i e s .  

3 . 3 . 1 5  FOY Cog b u r n  
Comme n t  1 
P a g e  1 - 1 ; I n  t h e  ma t t e r  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  n e e d  for t h e  3 4 5  kV 
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n T r a n s m i s s i on L i n e  and a s s o c i a t e d  f ac i l i t i e s ;  t h i s  N E ED 
s t i l l  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  a p p ro v e d  b y  t h e  Co l . P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s 
Comm . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  Co l or a d o  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s Comm i s s i on g r a n t e d  Co l or a d o- U t e  a n d  P u b l i c  
S e r v i c e Com p a n y  a C e r t i f i c a t e  of P u b l i c  Con v e n i e n c e  a n d  N e c e s s i ty for t h e  
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5 - k v  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e p roj e c t  o n  S e p t e m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 8 3 . 

Comme n t  2 
a n d  t h e  E n v i ronme n t a l  An a l y s i s be i n g a l a r g e r p a r t  of t h e  D E I S ; t h e  
r e v i e w i n g p u b l i c  h a s  no k n ow l e d g e  of , n o r  way o f  k n ow i n g , t h e  e x t e n t  of 
c o r r e c t i on s  a n d  a n s we r s  to p u b l i c  c omme n t s . T h e r e  a r e  s o  many m i s ta k e s 
i n  t h i s  S D E I S  t h a t  we h a v e  dou b t s  t h a t  a n y  c o r r e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  or 
a t te m p t e d  to be m a d e . 
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R e s pon s e  
Refer  to r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  1 i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1  r e g a r d i n g r e s po n d i n g to 
c omme n t s  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  D E I S .  R EA h a s  i n c l u d e d  s ome c o r r e c t i on s  a n d  
c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  S D E I S  i n  S e c t i on 2 . 0 o f  t h i s F E I S . 

Comme n t  3 
W i t h  o u r  Gov e r nme n t  i n s i s t i n g on b u d g e t  c u t s  to r e d u c e  t h e  n a t i on a l  d e b t , 
t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c to r  i s  b e com i n g  mor e  a wa r e  of t h e  s n e a ky way s t h a t  h a v e  
b e e n  u s e d  i n  t h e  p a s t t o  g e t  t h e s e  e x p e n s i v e p roj e c t s  p a s s e d  a n d  p l a c i n g 
t h e  b u r d e n  of payme n t  u pon t h e  u t i l i ty u s e r s  a n d  t a x paye r s . Mo s t  a l l 
t h e s e  Coo p s  h a v e  b e come p rof i t o r g a n i z a t i on s  e v e n  t h e y  c l a i m  a n o n - p rof i t 
s t a n d i n g a n d  t a x  e x e mp t ; t h e y  j u s t  a d d  on mor e  e x p e n s e s . 

R e s pon s e  
You r c omme n t  i s  not e d ; howe v e r , Co l o r a do-U t e  a n d  i t s m e m b e r s  a r e  
i n c o r po r a t e d  a s  non p rof i t c oop e r a t i v e a s s oc i a t i on s  a n d  a n y  m a r g i n s t h e y  
e a r n  i n  e x c e s s  of e x pe n s e s  a r e  a 1 1 0c i a t e d  t o  t h e  memb e r  con s u me r s  a s  
" c a p i t a 1  c r e d i t s . "  

Comme n t  4 
T h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  d oe s not  c o n fo r m  to t h e  Co l -U t e  by- l aw s  a s  b e i n g  
s o l e y  for t h e  " b e n e f i t for t h e  c o n s u m e r  o f  t h e  COOP ; t h i s f a c t i s  e a s i l y  
s e e n  i n  t h e  r e a d i n g of t h i s  S D E I S , i n  t h a t  t h e  p r oj e c t  i s  for t h e  b e n e f i t 
of t h e  We s t e r n  S t a t e s  G r i d  s y s t e m ; a n d , t h e  Co l o r a d o  c o n s u me r s  w i  1 1  b e  
s u b s i d i z i n g t h e  p roj e c t .  T h i s  i s  v e ry u n fa i r ,  a n d , a s  s oon a s  t h e  
memb e r s  a n d  c u s tome r s  of t h e  Coop s c a n  b e  e d u c a t e d  of t h i s  f a c t ,  w e  w i l l  
s e e  mu c h  mor e  i n p u t  i n to t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s . T h e  a v e r a g e  m e m b e r  doe s 
not r e a l i z e t h a t  t h ey a r e  s u b s i d i z i n g a n d  g u a r a n t e e i n g  r e payme n t  of a 
d e b t  for p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ; wh i c h i t  a l l bo i l s  down to . T h e r e  i s  a s i mp l e  
s o l u t i on to t h i s  ov e r - b u i l t  powe r p l a n t  s i t u a t i on ;  t h e  C ra i g  p l a n t  c ou l d  
be  s o l d a n d  t i e d i n to t h e  We s t e r n  G r i d  s y s t e m  d i r e c t l y  a c ro s s U t a h  w i t h  
v e ry l i t t l e  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t .  

Re s pon s e  
Co l orado c on s u me r s  a r e  n o t  s u b s i d i z i n g t h e  p roj e c t . Co 1 0ra do-U t e ' s  
p a r t i c i pa t i on i n  t h i s  p roj e c t  i s  for t h e  p u r po s e  of p rov i d i n g a d e q u a t e  
s e r v i c e t o  sou t h we s t e r n  Co l or a d o  l oa d s . T h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f  
i n t e r co n n e c t i on s  w i t h  N e w  M e x i c o i s  a n  i mpor t a n t p a r t  o f  t h e  p roj e c t  b u t 
i s  s e co n d a r y  to Co l or a do-U t e  s e r v i n g membe r l oa d s . P l e a s e  r e f e r  to 
r e s pon s e s  to Comme n t s  9 ,  1 3 ,  a n d  1 5  i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 . 

Comm e n t  5 
We mu s t  i n s i s t on a j o i n t R e v i e w proc e s s  wh e r e  a s  � p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d  
i n  t h i s  p r oj e c t  ( i n c l u d i n g t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c tor t h a t  i s  d i r e c t l y  a f fe c t e d ) 
c a n  b e  brou g h t  toge t h e r  i n  a n  o r d e r l y  me e t i n g  a n d  e a c h  s i d e t e l l i t ' s  
s tory a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  w ho l e s i t u a t i on s o  t h a t  a l l t h e  f a c t s  a n d  f i g u r e s  
c a n  b e  p u b l i c l y  b rou g h t  o u t s o  t h a t  t h e  memb e r s  a n d  t a x - p ay i n g  p u b l i c  c a n  
b e  i n forme d a n d  t h e n  a n d  on l y  t h e n  w i l l  w e  b e g a n  t o  s e e  a s o l u t i on .  
Gov e r no r  Lamm h a s  a d e p a r t me n t  i n  h i s c a b i n e t  for s u c h . You may we l l  
know t h a t  t h e  Co l -U t e  h a s  r e f u s e d t h i s  p r o c e s s ; b u t  we m u s t  i n s i s t t h a t  
you h a v e  some b e a r i n g o n  t h i s .  A ro u t e  mu s t  b e  i d e n t i f i e d s o  t h a t  t h o s e  
peop l e d i r e c t l y  affe c t e d  w i l l  g e t  i n v o l v e d  E v e ryo n e  k nows  t h a t  mo s t  
i n d i v i d u a l s ( p r i v a t e  p ro p e r ty own e r s ) do not g e t  i n vo l v e d  u n t i  1 t h e y  k n ow 
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t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d i r e c t l y  a f fe c t e d . W h e n  t h e s e  p e op l e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
b e i n g  gor e d  a n d  a r e  l n v o l v e d , t h e n  you r t rou b l e s w i l l  b e g i n - you may 
t h i n k you a r e  now h a v i n g t r ou b l e s - b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  we s t e r n e r s  
t h a t  don ' t  ta l k  mu c h  a n d  s t i l l  be l i e v e s  i n  t h e  o l d ways  o f  " w i n n i n g  t h e  
W E S T "  W e  u r ge yo u to k e e p  comm u n i c a t i on s  go i n g fo r t h i s  p roj e c t  u n t i l a 
rou te i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  a J O I N T  R EV I E W P ROC E S S  c a n  b e  a r r a n g e d . 

Re spon s e  
Oppor t u n t i e s  for t h e  p u b l i c  to b e  i n formed  a bou t t h e  p roj e c t  a n d  to 
p rov i d e i n p u t  h a v e  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p roj e c t  i n  t h e  for m  
o f  p u b l i c  i n forma t i on me e t i n g s , op e n  hou s e s ,  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s , cou n ty 
p e rm i t t i n g  me e t 1 n g s , a n d  PUC h e a r i n g s . 

T h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  of t r a n s m i s s i on p roj e c t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  e v a l u a t e d  
u s i n g a c or r i dor r a t h e r  t h a n  a c e n te r l i n e a p p roa c h . T h e  c o r r i do r  
a p p roa c h  offe r s  c on s i d e r a b l e  f l e x i b i l i ty o v e r  t h e  c e n te r l i n e a p p roa c h  
e s pe c i a l l y  o n  p roj e c t s  i n vo l v i n g n u me rou s F e d e r a l , s t a t e  a n d  l oc a l  
age n c i e s  w h i c h h a v e  p e rm i t t i n g a u t h o r i ty .  T h e  c or r i dor a p p roa c h  p rov i d e s  
t h e  p u b l i c ,  i n vo l v e d  gov e r n me n t a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  u t i l i ty t h e  a b i l i ty to 
e s ta b l i s h an a c c e p t a b l e  c or r i dor a n d  t h e n  d e f i n e  t h e  a c t u a l  c e n t e r l i n e to 
a vo i d e n v i ronme n t a l  c on s t r a i n t s  o r  a g e n c y  a n d  p u b l i c  con c e r n s . T h e  
cor r i dor a p p roa c h  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  p r e v i o u s  R EA-f i n a n c e d  
t r a n s m i s s i o n p roj e c t s . 

3 . 3 . 1 6  A n i t a Voge l a a r  
Comme n t  1 
R e p e a t e d l y ,  t h e  PUC h a s  d e n i e d t h e  a p p l i c a t i on for a C e r t i f i c a t e  of 
P u b l i c  Con v e n i e n c e  and N e c e s s i ty for t h i s  p roj e c t  - a n d  t h e n  i t  s e e m s  
t h a t  Co l or ado-U t e  ( a n d  We s t e r n )  a n d  R EA j u s t  proc e e d  t o  r e a p p l y  or t o  a s k  
for a r e h e a r i n g ,  r e a rg u me n t , o r  r e co n s i d e r a t i on .  I n  a d d i t i on ,  t h e  S D E I S  
doe s not  e v e n  me n t i on t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e  PUC g i v e s  for d e n i a l  a n d  y e t  
g i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  body o f  t h e  s t a t e me n t  e v e ry pos s i b l e  r e a son for b u i l d i n g 
t h e  l i n e .  I f  t h i s  fa i r  p r e s e n t a t i on of t h e  p ro a n d  con s of t h e  p r oj e c t ?  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  a p p l i c a t i on for a Ce r t i f i c a t e  for a d o u b l e - c i r c u i t 3 4 5  k V  l i n e wa s 
d e n i e d by t h e  PUC . Co l or a do-U t e , We s t e r n , a n d  P S C  r e e v a l u a t e d  t h e  
p roj e c t  a n d  t h e n  Co l ora do-U t e  a n d  P S C  r e a p p l i e d for a Ce r t i f i c a t e for a 
s i n g l e - c i r c u i t 3 4 5  kV l i n e b e c a u s e  t h e  n e e d  for s u c h  a p roj e c t  s t i l l  
e x i s t e d . R EA i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  N E PA a n d  C EQ R e q u l a t i on s  to c o n d u c t  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  r e v i e w o f  t h e  p roj e c t  a n d  r e a so n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s . E v e n  
t ho u g h  t h e  PUC d e n i e d a Ce r t i f i c a t e for t h e  dou b l e - c i r c u i t p roj e c t ,  R EA 
s t i l l  be l i e v e d  t h e r e  w a s  a n e e d  for a d d i t i on a l  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty i n  
sou t h we s t  Co l o r a d o . T h e r e fo r e , R EA p ro c e e d e d  to c on d u c t  a n  e v a l u a t i on of 
the new p ropo s a l . T h e  PUC g r a n t e d  a Ce r t i f i c a t e to Co l o r a d o- U t e  a n d  P S C  
for t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  on Se p te mb e r  2 0 , 1 9 8 3 . 

Comme n t  2 
W h i l e  I am not e x p e r t  on t h e  P r e f e r r e d  Cor r i dor , I do h a v e  e x t e n s i v e 
k n ow l e d ge of t h e  A l t e r n a t i v e  Cor r i do r s B & E f rom Mon t ro s e  S u b s t a t i o n to 
Norwood S u b s ta t i o n , S e gme n t s  1 5 c ,  1 5 e .  20a . a n d  2 1 . I t  wo u l d  s e e m to me 
t h a t  con s i d e r a t i on of a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  wa s d i s m i s s e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 70 ' s a s  e n v i ronme n t a l l y  u n s o u n d  a n d  s o  d e t r i me n t a l  to t h e  l a n d  t h a t  i t  
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w a s  r e c omme n d e d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h e  c u r r e n t  S h i p ro c k-Cu r r e n c a n t i  ( s i c ) 
2 30 kV l i n e s ho u l d  b e  d i s m a n t l e d a n d  s i te d  e l s e w h e r e  i s  some w h a t  
i n d e fe n s i b l e  f rom t h e  s t a n d po i n t  o f  con s i d e r i n g  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

R e s pon s e  
A l t e r n a t i v e s  B a n d  E we r e  e v a l u a t e d  to comp l y  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  L a n d  
Po l i c y a n d  M a n a g e me n t  A c t  ( F L P MA ) . F L PMA r e q u i r e s  F e d e r a l  l a n d  ma n ag e r s  
t o  con s i d e r  e x i s t i n g u t i l i ty c o r r i dor s t h a t  c ro s s F e d e r a l  l a n d s  fo r 
a d d i t i on a l  u s e . A l t e r n a t i v e A i n  t h e  S D E I S  i s  t h e  p r e fe r r e d  c o r r i dor for 
the s e c t i on f rom Mo n t ro s e  S u b s t a t i on to Norwood S u b s t a t i on s i te .  
A l t e r n a t i v e E ( w i t h s e gme n t s  1 5 c ,  1 5e ,  20a , a n d  2 1 ) doe s h a v e  s ome l owe r 
i mp a c t  v a l u e s  c om p a r e d  to t h e  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o r r i do r s  a n d , 
con s e q u e n t l y ,  c a n no t  b e  d i s r e g a r d e d . 

S i n c e  t h e  C u r e c a n t i - S h i p ro c k  2 30 kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e i s  t h e  b a c kbone of 
t h e  C R S P  t r a n s m i s s i on s y s t e m  for we s t e r n  Co l o rado , i t  wo u l d  b e  c o s t l y  a n d  
n o t  p r a c t i c a l  t o  d i s ma n t l e t h i s  e x i s t i n g 1 i n e .  

Comme n t  3 
Some of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  a r e  d i s m i s s e d  a s  ou t-of - h a n d  do , i n d e e d , 
s e e m  to offe r p e r so n s  l i v i n g i n  t h e  Sou t h we s te r n r e g i on of Co l or a d o  a 
b e t t e r  l i fe - s ty l e ,  b e t t e r  e n v i ronme n t , a n d  a n  oppor t u n i ty to p re s e r v e  
e conom i c a n d  e l e c t r i c a l  r e sou r c e s  f o r  t h e  u s e  a n d  b e n e f i t  o f  t h o s e  l i v i n g 
i n  t h e  a r e a  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u b s i d i z i ng t h e  p rof i t a b l e  s a l e of e l e c t r i c i ty to 
u s e r s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  we r e  e v a l u a t e d  a n d  e l i m i n a t e d  wou l d  not  m e e t  t h e  
n e e d s  of t h e  p roj e c t  p a r t i c i pa n t s . Co l or a d o  con s u me r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  
s u b s i d i z i n g t h e  p rof i t a b l e  s a l e of e l e c t r i c i ty t o  u s e r s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  a s  
a r e s u l t  of t h i s  p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  4 
I wou l d  e n co u r a g e  s e r i ou s  c on s i d e r a t i on of way s wh i c h i mp a c t s  we r e  
e v a l u a te d . No we i g h t  w h a t s oe v e r  h a s  s e e m i n g l y  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  o n e  of 
Co l orado ' s  maj o r  p rod u c t s  - s e l l i n g ( t h ro u g h  tou r i s m )  w i d e  open s p a c e s . 
I n  fa c t , a l ow v i s u a l  i mp a c t  r a t i n g i s  g i v e n  to a n y  t r a c t  of l a n d  wh i c h 
i s  mor e  t h a n  80 a c r e s - don ' t  we h a v e  a r e s po n s i b i l i ty to l a n d  a n d  s c e n i c  
b e a u ty i f  i t  i s  i n  a p a r c e l  l a r g e r t h a n  80 a c r e s ?  

R e s pon s e  
A n  a s s e s s me n t  o f  t h e  v i s u a l  i mp a c t pote n t i a l w a s  b a s e d  o n  bo t h  t h e  
a b i l i ty o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e t o  c on c e a l t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e f rom v i e we r s  
( v i s u a l  a b s o r p t i on c a p a c i ty )  a n d  t h e  u s e r  s e n s i t i v i t y o f  t h e  a r e a  c ro s s e d  
b y  t h e  c or r i dor ( S D E I S  P .  3 - 4 5 , a l so s e e  A p p e n d i x  B o f  t h e  S D E I S . )  T h e  
v i s u a l  i mp a c t r a t i n g s y s t e m  w a s  not  b a s e d  o n  t r a c t  s i z e .  

Comme n t  5 
T h a t  t h e  p ayme n t  of l a n d  a n d  e a s e me n t  a c q u i s i t i on wou l d  b e n e f i t 
l a n down e r s  i s  q u e s t i on a b l e .  Who i s  pay i n g for t h e  l o s s  i n  l a n d  v a l u e  
t h a t  r e s u l t s  f rom b e i n g i n  t h e  v i s u a l  p a t h  of t h e  powe r 1 i n e ?  We fou n d  
t h a t  ou r l a n d  r e d u c e d  i n  v a l u e  5 0% for t h o s e  por t i on s  wh i c h we r e  i n  
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v i s u a l p ro x i m i t y of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  W h y ?  B e c a u s e  t h e  v a l u e  i s  
s c e n i c  a n d  w i l d e r n e s s . O u r  l o s s  to j u s t  l a n d  v a l u e  w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l . 
O t h e r  d i r e c t  l o s s e s , s u c h  a s  n u i s a n c e  a n d  v a n d a l i s m f a r  o u t we i g h 
comp e n s a t i on . 

Re spon s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r to r e s pon s e s  t o  Comme n t s  3 5 , 8 7 , 9 2 , 9 7 , a n d  1 0 9 i n  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 . 

Comme n t  6 
No me n t i on i s  m a d e  of t h e  i mp a c t ( n e g a t i v e )  on t h e  l a n d , w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  
l a n d ow n e r  w h e r e  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e r i g h t -of-way ope n s  s e c l u d e d  a r e a s  
t o  a c c e s s . Y e s ,  I k now t h a t  g a t e s  a r e  l oc k e d  - b u t  k e y s  s e e m  to abou n d  
t o  p rov i d e a c c e s s  t o  p r i v a t e  p rop e r ty for h u n t i n g a n d  f i s h i n g - a n d  t h e s e  
p e r son s s e e m  t o  h a ve n o  r e g a r d  for t r e s p a s s  a n d  cou r t e s y .  J u s t  a s k  t h o s e 
of u s  who h av e  s u c h  s e c l u d e d  p rop e r ty a n d  you w i l l  f i n d  a g r o u p  of 
d i s g r u n t l e d  pe r son s who c a n no t  h e l p b u t  f e e l i mpor t a n t  c on s i d e r a t i on b e  
g i v e n  t o  s i t i n g on p u b l i c  l a n d s  w h i c h a l r e a d y  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b  1 i c .  

Re s pon s e  
Co n s t r u c t i o n of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e i n  s e c l u d e d  a r e a s  c ou l d  h a v e  a 
n e g a t i v e i mpa c t  on t h e  l a n d ow n e r  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s . T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
p r e f e r e n c e  i s  t o  c on t ro l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  ROW b y  u s i n g l o c ke d  g a t e s  w h i c h 
s hou l d  r e d u c e  i mp a c t s  to l a n d ow n e r s  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  pot e n t i a l  
e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  of t h e  v a r i ou s  a l t e r n a t i v e c o r r i d o r s h a v e  b e e n  
e v a l u a t e d  w i t h o u t  r e ga r d  to l a n d  own e r s h i p .  

Comme n t  7 
No me n t i on of s o i l - c on s e r v a t i on r a t i n g s  s u c h  a s  a l p i n e a n d  s u b - a l p i n e 
s o i l s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  - e v e n  t ho s e  w h e r e  i t  i s  a p p rop r i a t e- e v e n  t h o u g h  t h i s  
affe c t s  r e cov e ry r a t e s  of v e g e t a t i on a n d  e ro s i on .  

Re spon s e  
T h e  m a p  u n i t s  s hown on F i g u r e  4-4 o f  t h e  S D E I S  u s e  s o i l t a x onomy 
nome n c l a t u r e  d e v e l op e d  by t h e  SCS a n d  take i n to a c c ou n t  s u b- a l p i n e a n d  
a l p i n e s o i l s .  M a p  U n i t 1 ,  Typ i c Cryo b o r a l f ,  i s  a n  e x a mp l e .  T h i s m a p p i n g 
u n i t i s  fou n d  a t  s u b- a l p i n e e l e v a t i on s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a , ( s e e  
F i g u r e  4- 4 ) . T h e  format i v e u n i t s  t h a t  make u p  t h e  m a p p i n g u n i t  n ame g i v e 
a n  i n d i c a t i on t h a t  i t  i s  a s u b- a l p i n e s o i l .  " Cy r o "  m e a n s c o l d ,  " bo r "  
me a n s coo l , " a l f "  s t a n d s  for t h e  s o i l o r d e r a l f i so l s .  M a p  u n i t  n u m b e r  
1 6 ,  P e r ge l i c  C ry u mb r e p t , w h i c h i s  fou n d  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  e l e v a t i on s  i n  t h e  
s t u dy a r e a , i . e .  M t . S n e ff l e s , h a s  a poor r e c l amat i on po t e n t i a l . 

Comme n t  8 
A l l i n  a l l ,  I wou l d  q u e s t i on wh e t h e r  t h e  S D E I S  a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f  to 
a n a l y s i s  i n  a n y  d e t a i l of t h e  i mp a c t  on l a n down e r s , wi l d l i f e ,  a n d  
c on s e r v a t i on con c e r n s  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a b l a s e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  
powe r l i n e i s  n e e d e d  ( i n  t h e  R EA ' s m i n d ) i t  o u t we i g h s  a n y  po i n t s  t h a t b e a r  
a n e g a t i v e r e l a t i on s h i p  to t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i on for t h e  l i n e .  
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I f e e l t h a t  a v e r y  s pe c i f i c  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  rou t e  s hou l d  b e  
mad e , n o t  j u s t  a g e n e r a l compar i s o n  o f  d i ffe r e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e ro u t e s . 
B i g ge n e r a l i t i e s a l ways a r e  f l awed  a n d  t h i s  doc u me n t  a bo u n d s  i n  t h e m . 

I wou l d  r e c omme n d  t h a t  r e v i e we r s  p e r u s e  t h e  book E n v i ronme n t a l I mpa c t  
A s s e s s e me n t  b y  Cor w i n ,  H e ffe r n a n , e t .  a l  Ed i to r s , p u b l i s h e d  b y  F r e e ma n , 
Coop e r  & Com p a n y  i n  1 9 7 5 .  I t  ra i s e s  b e t t e r  t h a n  I c a n  s ome c r i t e r i a  b y  
wh i c h o n e  c ou l d  s e r i ou s l y  q u e s t i o n t h e  v a l i d i ty of t h e  p r e s e n t  p h i l os o p h y  
b e h i n d t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e d e v e l op me n t  i n  So u t hwe s te r n  Co l o r ado a n d  t h e  
ob j e c t i v i ty o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s  o f  t h e  S D E I S  w h e n  e v a l u a t i n g i mp a c t s  o f  t h e  
p ropo s e d  p roj e c t .  

Re s po n s e  
I mp a c t s , bo t h  pos i t i v e a n d  n e g a t i v e ,  o f  t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  on 
l a n d ow n e r s  can b e  fou n d  i n  S e c t i on s  5 . 9 ,  5 . 1 0 ,  and 5 . 1 1  of the S D E I S ; a n d  
on w i l d l i fe i n  S e c t i on s  5 . 5  a n d  5 . 7 .  E n e r gy c o n s e r v a t i on a n d  l oa d  
m a n a g e me n t  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 w h e r e  a n  e x p l a n a t i on i s  g i v e n  
a s  t o  w h y  t h e y  a r e  not  v i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  me e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
p r oj e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

The  C E Q  Re q u l a t i o n s  ( 40 P a r t s  C F R  1 500 - 1 50 8 ) t h a t  i mp l e me n t  t h e  
p roc e d u r a l  p rov i s i on s  o f  N E PA ,  r e q u i r e a n  e v a l u a t i o n o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s ; 
t h e r efore , v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e c o r r i dor s we r e  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S . 
R EA a n d  t h e  c oo p e r a t i n g a g e n c i e s h a v e  s e l e c t e d  a p r e fe r r e d  c or r i dor b a s e d  
u pon t h i s  e v a l u a t i on . A p ropo s e d  rou t e  w i t h i n  a c o r r i dor i s  n o t  
d e t e rm i n e d  by t h e  E I S  p roc e s s  a n d  a s p e c i f i c  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e r e fo r e  not  
mad e . 

3 . 3 . 1 7  Tom M a x we l l 
Comme n t  1 
I n  S W  Co l or a do t h e  e co nomy i s  p r i ma r i l y  b a s e d  o n  two i n d u s t r i e s : f a r m i n g  
a n d  tou r i s m .  W h i l e  t h e  S D E I S  ad m i r a b l y  o u t l i n e s  i mp a c t s  o f  t h e  p ro po s e d  
l i n e on w i l d l i fe a n d  t i mb e r , I f e e l mo r e  s t u d y  s hou l d  b e  d e vo t e d  to 
i mp a c t s  on t h o s e  t wo i n d u s t r i e s . W h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  l o s s  of l a n d  v a l u e  a n d  
p rod u c t i v i ty t o  f a r me r s  w ho s e  l a n d  i s  c ro s s e d ?  A n d  w h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  
i mpac t t o  s c e n e r y o u r  a r e a ' s  g r e a t e s t  d r aw i n g  c a r d ? A n d  h ow w i l l  t h a t  i n  
t u r n  affe c t  tou r i s m ?  I c a r e  a bo u t  i mp a c t e d  for e s t  c r e a t u r e s , b u t  I a l s o  
am q u i t e  c on c e r n e d  abou t t h e  e conom i c a l  i mp a c t s  on i n d u s t r y  t h i s  l i n e 
wou l d  ob v i ou s l y  make . So p l e a s e  i n c l u d e  mo r e  me n t i on of t h e s e . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p ropos e d  l i n e wou l d  c ro s s a p p r o x i ma te l y  8 km ( 5  m i  l e s )  of p r i me 
f a rm l a n d , 8 km ( 5  m i l e s )  of i r r i g a t e d  c rop l a n d  a n d  1 4 . 4  km ( 9  m i l e s )  of 
non i r r i g a t e d  c ro p l a n d . Towe r s  to s u p po r t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e wo u l d  
take a p p ro x i ma t e l y  0 . 2  h a  ( 0 . 6 a c r e s )  of p r i me f a r m l a n d , 0 . 6  h a  
( 1 . 4  a c r e s ) of i r r i ga t e d  c ro p l a n d  a n d  0 . 3  h a  ( 0 . 8 a c r e ) of non i r r i g a t e d  
c rop l a n d  ou t o f  p rod u c t i on . T h e  d e g r e e  o f  i mp a c t  on f a r m i n g  op e r a t i o n s  
c a n no t  b e  q u a n t i f i e d p r e c i s e l y  a n d  may v a r y  g r e a t l y  f rom l a n down e r  to 
l an down e r  d e p e n d i n g on c u s tomary f a r m i n g  p r a c t i c e s , ma c h i n e r y s i ze s  a n d  
o t h e r  f a c tor s . I n  g e n e r a l , t h e  ROW c a n  c on t i n u e  t o  b e  c u l t i v a t e d . 
Howe v e r , some l a n down e r s  may n o t  f i n d  i t  p r a c t i c a l  to f a r m  u n d e r  a n d  i n  
c l os e  p r o x i m i ty to towe r s t r u c t u r e s ; con s e q u e n t l y ,  some l a n d  a d j a c e n t  to 
t h e  towe r s  may be take n ou t of p rod u c t i on . I n  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  l i n e mu s t  
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c ros s p r i me ,  i r r i g a t e d  or non i r r i g a t e d  f a rm l a n d s , t h e  towe r s  wou l d  b e  
c a r e f u l l y  l oc a t e d  t o  m i n i m i ze d i s t u r b a n c e s  t o  f a rm i n g  p r a c t i c e s . S i n c e  
s u c h  a s ma l l amou n t  of l a n d  wou l d  b e  take n ou t of p rod u c t i on a n d  s i n c e  
m i t i g a t i v e me a s u r e s  to r e d u c e  i mp a c t s  o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  
u s e d , t h e  i mp a c t s  t o  f a rm i n g  s ho u l d  n o t  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t . 

T h e  pot e n t i a l  v i s u a l i mp a c t s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
Se c t i on 5 . 1 2 ,  P a g e  5 - 5 8  of t h e  SD E I S .  By u s i n g t h e  m i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s  
i d e n t i f i e d i n  S e c t i on 2 . 3  o f  t h i s F E I S , p roj e c t  i mp a c t s  o n  v i s u a l  
r e sou r c e s  wou l d  b e  r e d u c e d . Ca r e  h a s  b e e n  take n d u r i n g  c o r r i do r  
s e l e c t i on t o  u s e  t h o s e  c o r r i dor s t h a t  w i l l  not  b e  v i s i b l e  o r  a s  v i s i b l e  
f rom maj o r  r e c r e a t i on a t t r a c t i on s . I n  a n y o n e  a r e a , t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  
wou l d  b e  a v e ry s ma l l por t i on of t h e  e n t i r e  v i e w s h e d . T h e r e fo r e , i t  i s  
u n l i ke l y  t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  wou l d  c a u s e  a no t i c e a b l e  i mp a c t on t h e  
tou r i s m  i n d u s t r y . 

Comme n t  2 
I wou l d  a l s o  a s k  w h y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to t h e  l i n e a s  p ropo s e d  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  
mor e  d e e p l y  e x p l or e d . W h y  mu s t  w e  on l y  l ook i n to t h e  i mp a c t s  Co l o .  U t e  
wou l d  h a v e  u s  s u f fe r ?  I f e e l a l t e r n a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  u n d e r g rou n d  l i n e s , 
s ma l l e r l i n e ,  a n d  me r e l y  u p g r ad i n g WAPA ' s l i n e s hou l d  b e  s t u d i e d .  
Te l l i n g t h e i r  c o s t s , i mp a c t s , a n d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  e n e r g y  f l ow comp a r e d  to 
the l i n e a s  p ropos e d � 

Re s pon s e  
The  a l t e r n a t i v e s  l i s te d  h a v e  be e n  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S  ( s e e  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 ) , i n c l u d i n g t h e  r e a s o n s w h y  R EA fe e l s t h e y  a r e  n o t  v i a b l e 
a l te r n a t i v e s  to t h e  p ropo s e d  p roj e c t . 

Comme n t  3 
S i n c e  i mp a c t s  o n  t h e  cou n ty a r e  me n t i on e d , 1 f e e l mor e  me n t i o n s hou l d  
a l so be m a d e  of b e n e f i t s  to t h e  c ou n ty t h e  l i n e offe r s . I s  t h e  on l y  
b e n e f i t to Mon t e z u ma Cou n ty to p rov i d e e no u g h  e n e r gy to ope r a te t h e  S h e l l 
Proj e c t ?  Or a r e  t h e re o t h e r  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  wou l d  o u t we i g h t h e  i mp a c t s ?  
I f  we mu s t  h a v e  mor e  e n e r gy to me e t  d e m a n d s , how mu c h  wou l d  i t  c o s t ov e r  
t h e  n e x t  f i v e ye a r s  to p u r c h a s e  t h a t  e n e r gy f rom o t h e r  u t i l i t i e s ?  

Re s pon s e  
A l l e l e c t r i c a l  con s u me r s  i n  Mon t e z uma Cou n ty w i l l  b e n e f i t  from t h e  
p ropo s e d  p roj e c t  be c a u s e  i t  w i l l  e n a b l e  Co l or a do-- U t e  t o  c on t i n u e  to 
p rov i d e an a d e q u a t e  a n d  r e l i a b l e s u p p l y  of powe r to Emp i r e E l e c t r i c  
A s soc i a t i on .  P l e a s e  r e fe r to t h e  d i s c u s s i on on p u r c h a s e  of powe r i n  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 2  of t h e  S D E I S .  T h e  R i f l e  - S a n  J u a n l i n e i s  n e e d e d  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  powe r i s  p u r c h a s e d  o r  n o t  be c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a l a c k  
o f  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty i n  sou t h we s t  Co l or ado . 

Comme n t  4 
La s t l� wou l d  l i ke to go on r e c o r d  a s  to my op i n i on on t h e  l i n e a s  a 
who l e .  I be l i e v e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of Co l or a d o  U t e , n o t  
Co l or a d o a n s .  I be l i e v e  i t  i s  to g e n e r a t e mor e  mon e y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  me e t  
e l e c t r i c a l  n e e d s . I b e l i e v e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  U t e  h a s  c h o s e n  to i mp a c t  w i t h  
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i t s mon e y  ma k i n g  mon s t ros i ty a r e  i mp a c t e d  f a r  mor e t h a n  t h e y  a r e  
b e n e f i t e d . A n d  I a m  o p po s e d  to t h e  l i n e a s  p ropo s e d  for t h e  s a ke o f  o u r  
a r e a ' s  i n d u s t r y  a n d  a e s t h e t i c b e a u ty . T h a n k  You . 

R e s pon s e  
R EA ' s  e v a l u a t i on i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p roj e c t  w i l l  b e n e f i t con s ume r s  i n  
s o u t hwe s te r n  Co l or a do by p rov i d i n g a n  a d e q u a t e  a n d  r e l i a b l e s ou r c e  of 
powe r to m e e t  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  a r e a  n e e d s . 

3 . 3 . 1 8  A i l e e n  M a x we l l 
Comme n t  1 
Ge n t l e m e n : La s t  y e a r  t h e  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s Comm i s s i on d e n i e d t h e  
a p p l i c a t i on b y  Co l o r ado-U t e  for t h i s  3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e p roj e c t  a n d  
I fe e l  t h e r e  i s  no mor e  n e e d  for i t  now t h a n  a t  t h a t  t i me .  

R e s po n s e  
T h e  PUC d e n i e d t h e  a p p l i c a t i on for a dou b l e - c i r c u i t 3 4 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e ;  howe v e r , t h e  PUC a p p ro v e d  a Ce r t i f i c a t e for t h i s  p roj e c t  on 
S e p tembe r 2 0 , 1 9 8 3 . 

Comme n t  2 
T h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t on t h i s l oc a l i ty w i l l  b e  d i s a s t rou s to o u r  
s oc i a l a n d  e conom i c we l l b e i n g .  O u r  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  i s  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  
s c e n e ry wh i c h c o n s t i t u t e s  a g r e a t  p e r c e n t a g e  of o u r  e conomy d u e  to t h e  
tou r i s t t r a d e . P e op l e come f rom a l l ov e r  t h e  wor l d  to v i e w o u r  b e a u t i f u l  
s c e n e ry a n d  t h ey c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  not  c ome to v i e w t h e s e  mon s t ros i t i e s t h a t  
Co l or a do-U t e  p l a n s  to c on s t r u c t  i n  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  mo u n t a i n  a re a . I f  t h e s e  
l i n e s  a r e  con s t r u c t e d  i n  o u r  f a rm l a n d , t h e n  o u r  e c onomy w i l l  a l s o s u f f e r  
a s  o u r  ma i n  e co n omy h e r e  c ome s from tou r i s t  t r a d e  a n d  f a r m i n g . 

R e s pon s e  
S e e  r e s pon s e  to Comme n t  1 i n  Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 7  o f  t h i s  F E I S .  

Comme n t  3 
W h y  s hou l d  we b e  for c e d  to s a c r i f i c e o u r  l i v e l i hood a n d  ou r God - g i v e n  
h e r i t a g e  s o  t h a t  Ca l i f .  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e s  c a n  h a v e  mo r e  powe r ?  

R e s pon s e  
P l e a s e  r e f e r  to C h a p t e r  2 . 0 - P u r po s e  a n d  N e e d  of t h e  S D E I S  for a 
d i s c u s s i on of t h e  r e a s o n s w h y  t h e  p roj e c t  i s  n e e d e d . 

Comme n t  4 
T h e  on l y  r e a s o n  Co l o r a do-U t e  i s  wor k i n g so h a r d  to g e t  t h i s l i n e i n  i s  
for t h e  a l m i g h t y d o 1 1 a r - - t h ey a r e  B I G  BUS I N E S S  a n d  c ou l d  c a r e  l e s s  for 
ou r l oc a l i ty .  

R e s pon s e  
Co l or ado-U t e  p ropo s e s  to c on s t r u c t  t h i s  l i n e s o  i t  c a n  c on t i n u e  to s u p p l y  
a n  a d e q u a t e  a n d  r e l i a b l e  s ou r c e  of e l e c t r i c  powe r a n d  e n e r g y  to i t s 
membe r s  i n  s ou t h w e s t  Co l or ado . 
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Comme n t  5 
O u r  Cou n ty Comm i s s i on e r s  go a l on g  w i t h  Co l or ado-U te to t h e  e x t e n t  of 
g r a n t i n g  t h e m  a p e r m i t to c ro s s  o u r  Cou n ty e v e n  b e fo r e  P . U . C .  h e l d  t h e i r  
me e t i n g  to d e n y  i t . O n e  of o u r  Comm i s s i o n e r s  i s  a l s o on t h e  Emp i r e 
E l e c t r i c Boa r d  a n d  Emp i r e E l e c t r i c a n d  Co l orado-U t e  wor k  h a n d  i n  h a n d . 

R e s pon s e  
T h e  PUC h a s  i s s u e d  a Ce r t i f i c a t e for t h i s  p roj e c t  o n  S e p t emb e r  2 0 , 1 9 8 3 . 

Comme n t  6 
O t h e r  a l te r n a t i v e s  s h ou l d  b e  e x p l o r e d  t h a t  w i l l  not h av e  t h e  s oc i a l a n d  
e conom i c i mp a c t  on t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  t h i s  l i n e w i l l  h a v e  - - s u c h  a s  
u p g r ad i n g t h e  WAPA l i n e .  T h i s  s hou l d  g i v e u s  a l l t h e  powe r we w i l l  n e e d . 

Re s pon s e  
A r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u p  o f  p roj e c t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w a s  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  S D E I S . 
We s t e r n ' s  2 30 kV t r a n s m i s s i on 1 i n e i s  h e a v i l y  l oa d e d  a n d  c a n no t  b e  take n 
ou t of s e r v i c e for u p r a t i n g u n t i l a d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s m i s s i on c a p a c i ty ( t h e  
p ropo s e d  3 4 5  k V  l i n e )  i s  con s t r u c t e d . 

Comme n t  7 
I s t ron g l y  u r g e  you to c on s i d e r  t h e  i mp a c t on o u r  a r e a . I f e e l we a r e  
b e i n g u s e d  b y  Co l or ado-U t e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e i r  own mea n s  a t  o u r  e x p e n s e . 

R e s pon s e  
R EA h a s  e v a l u a t e d  i mp a c t s  to t h e  a r e a  a n d  w i l l  t ake yo u r  con c e r n s  i n to 
con s i d e r a t i on b e for e  mak i n g  a f i n a l  d e c i s i on . 

3 . 3 . 1 9  J i m  H u n t e r  
Comme n t  1 
I t  s p l i t s ou r r a n c h  p rop e r t i e s to make t h e  s ma l l p a r c e l s  d i ff i c u l t  to 
o p e r a t e  for t h e  b a l an c e  of ou r 1 i fe t i me ;  ( B )  we a r e  c l o s e  to a n d  n e a r  
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s  a n d  t h i s  i s  a d a n g e rou s l oc a t i on t o  e x p a n d  h u g e l i n e s . 
We a r e  a p p ro x . 8 m i l e s f rom D e l t a ,  Co l o  a n d  a p p ro x . 8 m i l e s f rom O l a t h e , 
Co l o  i n  t h e  p a t h  of pos s i b l e  f u t u r e  d e v e l opme n t . E l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s  r e s i d e 
i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  p r op e r ty own e r s of t h i s  a r e a  a r e  
oppo s e d  t o  t h i s  l i n e o r  a n y  l i n e a t  t h i s  l oc a t i on . 

R e s po n s e  
T h e  p ropo s e d  c or r i dor for t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e fo l l ow s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
G r a n d  J u n c t i o n - Mo n t ro s e  1 1 5 k V  l i n e for t h i s  s e c t i o n cf t h e  p roj e c t . 
T h e  1 1 5 kV l i n e c ro s s e s  t h e  H u n t e r  p rope r t y .  I f  t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e we r e  to 
p a r a l l e l t h e  1 1 5  kV l i n e i t  wou l d  a l s o  c ro s s t h e  H u n t e r  p rope r ty .  
Howev e r , i f  t h e  3 4 5  kV l i n e we r e  s e p a r a t e d  f rom t h e  1 1 5 kV l i n e to t h e  
we s t  e d g e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  c or r i dor i n  t h i s  s e c t i on ,  i t  wo u l d  c ros s p u b l i c  
l a n d s  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  B LM . Co l o r ado-U t e  w i l l  con t a c t a n d  wor k  w i t h  t h e  
aff e c t e d  l a n down e r s  a n d  t h e  B LM b e fo r e  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  f i n a l  a l i g n me n t  for 
t h e  345 kV l i n e i n  t h i s  s e c t i on .  

Comme n t  2 
O u r  home c on s t r u c t i o n for t h i s  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  h e l d  u p  for a p p r o x i ma t e l y  1 
1 / 2 y e a r s  b e c a u s e  of t h e  p ropo s e d  l i n e s . O u r  p l a n s  h a v e  b e e n  d r awn-for 
s ome t i me and the l oc a t i o n of the l i n e s  i n d e f i n i t e - t h i s  l e a v e s  us  up i n  
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t h e  a i r  a n d  l i n e s  i n  t h i s  l oc a t i on wou l d  w r e c k  ou r p rope r ty .  T h e  l a n d  
a l s o  h a s  d e f i n i t e s u b d i v i s i on pos s i b i l i t i e s d u e t o  wa t e r , t e l e p h o n e  a n d  
road a c c e s s i b i l i ty .  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  work w i t h  p r i v a te l a n d ow n e r s  t o  m i n i m i z e i mp a c t s  of 
t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e l oc a t i on . 

Comme n t  3 
O u r  l a n d  i s  on l y  a s to n e s t h row a n d  a d j a c e n t  to a p p r o x i ma t e l y  200 , 000 
a c r e s  of B LM and For e s t r y  l a n d . Co l or a do-U t e  s hou d  e x p l or e  t h a t  a r e a  a n d  
n e go t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  B LM i n s t e a d  o f  o u r  s ma l l a r e a  o f  s ma l l f a r me r s , 
ra n c h e r s , a n d  l a n d  owne r s . 

Re s pon s e  
R e f e r  to r e s po n s e  t o  Comme n t  1 o f  t h i s  l e t t e r . 

Comme n t  4 
I n  c l o s i n g I r e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t to you t h a t  mo s t  of t h e  r a n c h e r s  a n d  
l a n downe r s  o f  m y  a r e a  f e e l t h a t  t h e  p ropo s e d  1 i n e i s  n o t  n e e d e d  a n d  t h i s  
p r oj e c t  for t h e  S t a te of Co l or a d o  1 S  not j u s t i f i e d .  

R e s pon s e  
T h e  PUC or d e r e d  t h a t  a Ce r t i f i c a t e  o f  b e  g r a n t e d  t o  PSC a n d  Co l o r ado- U t e  
for t h i s p roj e c t  o n  S e p t e mb e r  2 0 , 1 9 8 3 . 

3 . 3 . 20 K a ty Mo s s  
Comme n t  1 - I am con c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  v a g u e n e s s  of s p e c i f i c d e t a i l s  a n d  
i n a c c u r a c y  ( i e  F i g u r e  4-2 9 )  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  l a c k  of p u b l i c  i n p u t .  
You r  s u p po r t  i n  t h i s  i mpor t a n t  ma t t e r  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d . 

Re s pon s e  
T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  b e e n  p r ov i d e d  w i t h  n u me ro u s  o p po r t u n i t i e s  to s u p p l y  i n p u t  
d u r i n g  t h e  E I S  p r o c e s s , i n c l u d i n g a n  oppor t u n i t y  t o  c omme n t  o n  t h e  
S D E I S .  Con c e r n i n g  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  F i g u r e  4- 2 9 , p l e a s e  s e e  t h e  r e s po n s e  
t o  Comme n t s  7 3 , 7 4 , 7 7  a n d  7 8  i n  Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 .  

3 . 3 . 2 1 Robe r t  B e me n t  
Comme n t  1 
I t  i s  obv i ou s  t h a t  t h e  S u p p l e me n t a l  D r af t  E n v i r o n me n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e me n t , 
J u n e  1 98 3  for t h e  R i f l e  S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kv T r a n s m i s s i on L i n e  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  
s l op p i l y  don e . O n  f i g u r e 4- 5 V e g e t a t i v e Commu n i t i e s  a n d  N a t u r a l  A r e a s , 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  s hown i n  ye l l ow on t h e  map a c t u a l l y  c ov e r  on l y  a s ma l l 
por t i on of t h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  L a n d  i n  t h e  M a n c o s  A r e a . 

On page  4- 1 1 Ag r i c u l t u r a l  L a n d s  a r e  d e f i n e d  to " i n c l u d e  l a n d  u s e d fo r 
c rop s , p a s t u r e  o r  g r a z i n g .  1 n  a d d i t i on , t h i s  c a t e go r y  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
wood l a n d s  a n d  wa s t e l a n d s  own e d  o r  r e n t e d  b y  ag r i c u l t u r a l  l a n down e r s . "  By 
t h i s  d e f i n i t i on t h e  map on F i g u r e  4- 5 i s  g r o s s l y  i n  e r ror for t h e  Ma n c o s  
a r e a  a n d  I t h i n k l i t t l e  c r e d e n c e  c a n  be g i v e n  t h i s  doc u me n t  i f  t h e  wor k  
i n  t h e  M a n c o s  a r e a  i s  a s amp l e  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  wor k  d o n e  for t h e  w h o l e 
p r oj e c t  a r e a . 
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R e s po n s e  
P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  r e s pon s e  t o  Comme n t  6 5  i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 .  

3 . 3 . 2 2 T h e l ma F .  Beme n t  
Comme n t  1 
P l e a s e  c on s i d e r  o u r  p l i g h t .  Now t h e  b i g  a r m  of t h e  For e s t  S e r v i c e h a s  
s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  Co l or a do U t e  E l e c t r i c a n d  w i t hou t r e g a r d  t o  f u t u r e 
p i pe l i n e s  h a s  d e c i d e d  A l t e r n a t i v e B i s  t h e  b e s t  rou t e . I hope you w i l l  
h a v e  t i me to r e a d  a t  l e a s t  a por t i on of e n c l o s e d  n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e .  

Re s pon s e  
T h e  F S  i s s u e d  a F i n d i n g o f  No S i g n i f i c a n t  I mp a c t  for A l t e r n a t i v e  C 
b e t we e n  Nor wood a n d  t h e  Mon te z u ma / La P l a t a Cou n ty l i n e .  

Comme n t  2 
P l e a s e  h e l p  u s . You a r e  o u r  l a s t  r e cou r s e . O u r  n e i g h bo r , J a k e  Gon z a l e s 
own s on l y  1 2  a c r e s  a n d  a l r e a d y  h a s  l o s t  a l a r g e  por t i on of h i s l a n d  to 2 
maj o r  p i p e l i n e s . T h e  s e co n d  o n e  i s  2 0  f e e t f rom h i s fron t doo r . 

R e s po n s e  
Sma l l p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  w i l l  b e  a vo i d e d  w h e n p r a c t i c a b l e .  T h e  p r e f e r r e d  
c or r i dor i d e n t i f i e d i n  t h e  F E  I S  for t h i s  a r e a  ( A l t e r n a t i v e C )  i s  l oc a t e d  
p r i ma r i l y  o n  F S  l a n d  a n d  w i l l  avo i d s ma l l p r i v a t e l y  own e d  p a r c e l s .  

3 . 3 . 2 3 Roge r Howa r d  
Comme n t  1 
I wou l d  j u s t  l i ke to know for s u r e  i f  t h e  p ro po s e d  c or r i dor c ro s s e s  my 
prope r ty S e c . 9 a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  powe r l i n e doe s ?  M u c h  of my 40 a c r e s i s  
h i l l y a n d  I h a v e  o n l y  2 p ropo s e d  b u i l d i n g s i t e s . I wou l d  e n co u r a g e  t h e  
s h a r i n g o f  t h i s  l i n e w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g l i n e .  

Re s po n s e  
I f  t h e  e x i s t i n g G r a n d  J u n c t i on - Mon t r o s e  1 1 5  k V  t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e 
c ro s s e s  you r  p rope r ty ,  t h e  p ropo s e d  c or r i dor c ro s s e s  you r  p ro p e r ty 
b e c a u s e  i t  wou l d  p a r a l l e l  t h e  e x i s t i n g t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e .  T h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  do n o t  p l a n t o  dou b l e - c i r c u i t  t h e  e x i s t i n g 1 1 5  kV l i n e w i t h  
t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  k V  l i n e .  

3 . 3 . 2 4 J ame s De n to n  Brown 
Comme n t  1 
S t ron g l y  oppo s e  A l t e r n a t i v e s  A s hown on p a g e  3 - 6 5 . Rou t e  wou l d  s e r i ou s l y  
i mp a c t e x i s t i n g d e v e l op e d  a r e a s  a n d  pot e n t i a l g rowt h  a r e a s  n or t h we s t  of 
F a r m i n g ton New Me x i co .  H i g h v i s u a l i mp a c t s  wou l d  a l s o be l i k e l y .  
A l t e r n a t i v e B ,  P a g e  3 - 6 5 , i s  p r e fe r a b l e .  

Re s pon s e  
The  p r oj e c t  pa r t i c i p a n t s  p r e fe r  A l t e r n a t i v e B ;  howe v e r , u s e  of t h i s  
c or r i dor wou l d  be  d e p e n d e n t  u pon n e go t i a t i n g a ROW e a s e me n t  w i t h  t h e  
Sou t h e r n  U t e  I n d i a n T r i b e .  
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3 . 3 . 2 5 Rob e r t  B rown 
Comme n t  1 
We favor A l t e r n a t i v e  B for t h e  R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV T r a n s m i s s i on l i n e .  
Th i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  m i s s e s  d e v e l o p e d  l a n d  a n d  p ro p e r ty t h a t  c an b e  d e v e l o p e d  
a s  Fa r m i n g ton c on t i n u e s  t o  g row n or t h . 

Re spon s e  
Refe r t o  r e s pon s e  i n  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 2 4 

3 . 3 . 2 6 P e t e r  B a l l od e  
Comme n t  1 
I am a l a ndown e r  t h a t  cou l d  b e  a d v e r s e l y  affe c te d  by e i t h e r  a l i gnme n t  A 
or B .  T h e r e for e , I favor a l i g n me n t  C - wh i c h I u n d e r s t a n d  i s  t h e  
s hor te s t  a n d  l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e .  

R e s pon s e  
A l t e r n a t i v e C i s  t h e  A g e n c i e s  p r e fe r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e be t we e n  Nor wood a n d  
t h e  Mon t e z u ma / La P l a t a  Cou n ty L i n e . 

3 . 3 . 2 7  S te l l a  Mo n toya 
Comme n t  1 
I ' m  c on c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  s ou t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e i n  
L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty Co l or ado whe r e  t h e  fo r e s t  l a n d  e n d s . You r p l a n s on t h e  
ma p i n d i c a te t o  me t h a t  you wou l d  l i k e  to e n te r  Mon toya R a n c h  c om i n g  
sou t h  a t  t h i s  po i n t , a n d  we c e r ta i n l y  a r e  o p po s e d  t o  t h i s .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  
n e got i a t i n g a con t r a c t  for a s k i  r u n  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  a r e a  sou t h  of 
H wy .  1 60 a n d  s ou t h e a s t  of t h e  C h e r ry C r e e k  Camp g ro u n d . S i n c e  t h i s  wou l d  
go a l l t h e  way to t h e  top of t h e  mou n ta i n t h e r e  i s  no way a t r a n s m i s s i on 
l i n e cou l d  b e  b u i l t  t h e r e . 

R e s pon s e  
A s p e c i f i c  rou t e  o r  a l  i g nme n t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e fe r r e d  c or r i do r  h a s  not  b e e n  
i d e n t i f i e d a t  t h i s  t i me .  T h e  i n forma t i on you h a v e  s u bm i t te d  w i l l  b e  
con s i d e r e d  w h e n  a n  a l i g n me n t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d .  E v e ry effo r t  w i l l  be mad e  t o  
s i te t h e  t ra n s m i s s i on l i n e i n  a l oc a t i on t h a t  wou l d  be c ompa t i b l e  w i t h  
t h e  d e v e l opme n t  o f  t h i s  p ropo s e d  s k i  a r e a . 

3 . 3 . 2 8 E l i za b e t h  S h a w  
Comme n t  1 
I am v e ry con c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  v i s u a l  i mp a c t  to t h e  p ropo s e d  3 4 5  kV 
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  T r a n s � i s s i on L i n e  a n d  hope e v e ry c on s i d e r a t i on w i l l  be 
g i v e n  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n of t h e  rou t e . T h e  ma i n  i n d u s t ry of S . W .  
Co l orado i s  tou r i s m  a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  b e a u ty of t h i s  a r e a  i s  wh a t  peop l e  
r emembe r .  H wy 1 60 i s  a ma i n  E a s t - We s t  a r te r y  a n d  hopefu l l y i t  won ' t  be 
d e s t roye d by s te e l towe r s . 

Re s pon s e  
M i t i g a t i on me a s u r e s  w i l l  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  m l n l m l ze t h e  
v i s u a l  i mp a c t  o f  t h e  p roj e c t .  D i s c u s s i on o f  t h e s e  me a s u r e s  c a n  b e  a re 
fou n d  i n  Se c t i o n 2 . 3  of t h i s  F E I S .  
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Comme n t  2 
F rom r e ad i n g t h e  S D E I S  i t  s e e m s  A l t e r n a t i v e C wou l d  b e  t h e  l e s s e r  of 3 
e v  i 1 s .  

R e s pon s e  
A l t e r n a t i v e C i s  t h e  A g e n c i e s ' p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  b e twe e n  Norwood a n d  
t h e  Mon t e z uma / La P l a t a  Cou n ty L i n e .  

3 . 4 . 0  P u b l i c  H e a r i ng s  
3 . 4 . 1 I n t rod u c t i on 
R EA h e l d  fou r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to h e a r  v i ew s  a n d  r e c e i v e c omme n t s  abou t 
t h e  a d e q u a cy of t h e  S D E I S  a n d  t h e  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  of t h e  p ropo s e d  
p roj e c t .  M e e t i n g s  we r e  h e l d  a t  G r a n d  J u n c t i on , Mon t ro s e ,  D u r a ngo a n d  
Cor te z , Co l or a d o . N u me r ou s  c omme n t s  we r e  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e s e  h e ar i n g s . 
T h e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  s u mma r i z e d  i n  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  s e c t i on s  a n d  s p e c i f i c  
c omme n t s  a n d  r e s pon s e s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e 3 - 3 .  

3 . 4 . 2  G r a n d  J u n c t i on , Co l or a d o  ( J u l y  2 5 , 1 9 8 3 )  
F i v e p e op l e m a d e  o r a l comme n t s  w i t h  t h r e e  p e op l e v o i c i n g s u p po r t  
for t h e  p roj e c t . Comme n t s  a n d  r e s pon s e s  for t h e  me e t i n g a r e  
l i s te d  i n  Ta b l e 3 - 3 .  

3 . 4 . 3  Mon t r os e , Co l o r a do ( J u l y 2 6 , 1 98 3 )  
S e v e n t e e n  p e op l e m a d e  o r a l p r e s e n t a t i on s  w i t h  1 0  p e op l e  v o i c i n g 
s u p po r t  for t h e  p roj e c t . T h r e e  wr i t t e n  comme n t  l e t t e r s  we r e  a l s o 
r e c e i v e d . Comme n t s  a n d  r e s pon s e s  for t h e  me e t i n g a r e  l i s t e d  i n  
T ab l e  3 - 3 .  

3 . 4 . 4  D u r a ngo ,  Co l o r a do ( J u l y  2 7 , 1 98 3 ) 
S i x t e e n  p e op l e m a d e  o r a l p re s e n t a t i on s  w i t h  1 0  p e op l e vO l C l n g 
s u p port for t h e  p roj e c t . O n e  comme n t  l e t t e r  w a s  r e c e i v e d . 
Comme n t s  a n d  r e s pon s e s  for t h e  D u r a n go me e t i n g  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  
Ta b l e 3 - 3 . 

3 . 4 . 5 Cor t e z , Co l or a d o  ( J u l y 2 8 , 1 9 8 3 ) 
Fou r t e e n  p e op l e  m a d e  o r a l p r e s e n t a t i on a n d  f i v e p e op l e v o i c e d  
s u p po r t  for t h e  p r oj e c t .  O n e  comme n t  l e t t e r  o p p o s i n g t h e  u s e  of 
E n e rgy Cor r i d o r  NO . 3 was r e c e i v e d . A l i s t i n g of i s s u e s / co n c e r n s  
a n d  r e s pon s e s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Ta b l e 3 - 3 . 
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Tab l e  3 - 3 .  I s s u e s / Co n c e r n s  a n d  Re s po n s e s  for t h e  P u b l i c  H e a r i n g s  

Re s po n s e  ( Re f e r  to L i s te d  S e c t i on i n  
I s s u e / Con c e r n  F E I S  U n l e s s  O t h e rw i s e  Note d ) :..::...::'-'------

G r a n d  J u n c t i on ( J u l y 2 5 , 1 98 3 )  

1 .  P rope r ty compe n s a t i o n w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  f u t u r e  d e v e l opme n t  
pot e n t i a l . 

2 .  Co 1 orado-U t e ' s  s y s t e m  i s  
o v e r b u i l t .  

Mon t ro s e  ( J u l y  2 6 , 1 9 8 3  

1 .  Ou t -of- s ta t e  s a l e o f  powe r . 

2 .  Cor r i d o r s  a r e  v a g u e . 

3 .  Co l orado-U t a h  t r a n s m i s s i on 
a l t e r n a t i v e .  

4 .  La c k  of c on s i d e ra t i on of 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  
c o n s e r v a t i on , D r . S h a h ' s  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  a n d  l oc a l i ze d  
g e n e ra t i on .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t s  5 a n d  1 0 9 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t s  9 a n d  1 5 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t  9 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  9 .  

S e c t i on' 3 . 3 . 1 5 ,  Comme n t  5 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t  1 3 . 
Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  2 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 4 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 ,  Comme n t s  3 6  a n d  3 7 . 
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 4 ,  Comme n t  1 0 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 6  Comme n t  3 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 7  Comme n t  2 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 8  Comme n t  6 .  

5 .  N e e d  h a s  not  b e e n s u b s ta n t i a t e d . S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 4 ,  Comme n t  1 .  

6 .  I mp a c t s  to farm i n g . 

7 .  T r a n s m i s s i on l i n e n o i s e  a n d  
coron a .  

8 .  H e a l t h e ffe c t s . 
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Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i o n 3 . 3 . 1 5 , Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 6 ,  Comme n t  1 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 2 ,  Comme n t  7 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t s  5 ,  8 7 , 1 00 a n d  
1 0 6 .  S e c t i o n 3 . 3 . 1 7 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i on 5 . 9 . 1 of SD E I S .  

S e c t i on 5 . 1 3 . 1  of SD E I S .  

S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 5 . 1 .  S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 4 ,  
Comme n t s  2 a n d  3 .  



Ta b l e  3 - 3  Co n t .  

9 .  L a c k  of e v  i d e n c e  t h a t  
Co l orado- N e w  M e x i c o 
i n t e r t i e  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  
n e e d e d . 

1 0 .  Comp e n s a t i on for c rop l os s .  

1 1 .  Co l l b r a n  Con t r a c t  

D u r a ngo ( J u l y  2 7 , 1 9 8 3 )  

1 .  I n a c c u r a c y  i n  t h e  d a t a  b a s e  
for s e g me n t s  3 l g ,  3 l h ,  3 2 a , 3 2 b  
a n d  3 2 c . 

2 .  1 1 5  kV l oo p  s y s t e m  a l t e r n a t i v e . 

3 .  E x a c t  l oc a t i on of t h e  l i n e  i n  
L a  P l a t a  Cou n ty 

4 .  F i g u r e 4 - 5 . 

5 .  E I S  p r oc e s s  s hou l d  wa i t u n t i l 
PUC a p p ro v a  1 i s  o b t a  i n e d . 

6 .  S a l e  of powe r to Ca l i fo r n i a .  

7 .  L a c k  of s e r i ou s  c on s i d e r a t i on of 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  c on s e r v a t i on 
a n d  l oc a l  i z e d  g e n e r a t i on .  

8 .  D r a f t  e a s e me n t  form s hou l d  b e  
i n c l u d e d . 

9 .  I mp a c t  on p r op e r ty v a  1 u e s . 

S e c t i on 2 . 5  of S D E I S . 

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comm e n t  8 7 . 

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  3 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 ,  Comm e n t s  6 5 , 6 7 , 6 8 , 
70 a n d  7 3  to 8 2  a n d  8 5 . 

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 ,  Comme n t  3 7 . 
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 6  of S D E I S . 

E x a c t  l oc a t i on of t h e  l i n e i n  L a  P l a t a  
Cou n ty h a s  not  b e e n  d e t e rm i n e d . T h e  
R EA p r e f e r r e d  c o r r i dor i n  L a  P l a t a  
Co u n ty i s  3 2 a , 3 2 c , 3 3 , a n d  3 5 a  
( F i g u r e 3- 1 3 S D E I S ) . 

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t s  5 7  a n d  6 5 . 

S e c t i o n 3 . 3 . 4 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 5 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 6 , Comm e n t  1 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comm e n t  9 .  
S e c t i o n  3 . 3 . 8 ,  Comme n t  1 8 .  

S e c t i on 
S e c t i on 
S e c t i on 
S e c t i on 

3 . 3 . 4 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comm e n t  3 6 . 
3 . 3 . 1 3 ,  Comm e n t  4 .  
3 . 3 . 1 6 ,  Comme n t s  3 a n d  8 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t  1 09 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t s  5 a n d  8 7 . 

1 0 .  I mp a c t  of t h e  p r oj e c t  on u t i l i ty S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comm e n t  9 .  
r a t e s . S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  9 .  

1 1 .  I mp a c t to p ropo s e d  s k i  a r e a . 

1 2 .  Ov e r e s t i ma t i on of powe r u s e . 

3 - 9 9  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 2 7 . 

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t s  9 a n d  1 5 . 
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comm e n t  7 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 4 ,  Comm e n t  6 .  



T a b l e  3 - 3  Con t .  

Cor t e z  ( J u l y  2 8 , 1 9 8 3 )  

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

P roj e c t  not  n e e d e d  to s e r v e  
l oc a l  n e e d s ; E I S  s hou l d  a d d r e s s  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  to me e t  l oc a l  n e e d s . 

P r e s e n t  e x p a n s i on of t h e  Los t 
Canyon s U b s t a t i on a n d  t h e  t i e - i n 
i n to t h e  s u b s t a t i on . 

W h y  do ou t a g e s oc c u r  i n  D u r a n go 
Cor t e z  a r e a ?  

Soc i a l i mp a c t s  p a r t i c u l a r on 
s c hoo l s h a v e  not  be e n  a n a l y z e d . 

Tax  r e v e n u e . 

S e c t i on s  2 . 2 . 2 ,  3 . 3 . 1  a n d  3 . 3 . 3  of 
S D E I S . S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 4 ,  Comm e n t  1 .  
Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 ,  Comme n t s  3 6  a n d  3 7 , 
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  1 .  
Se c t i o n 3 . 3 . 1 4 ,  Comme n t  1 0 .  
Se c t i o n 3 . 3 . 1 6 ,  Comme n t  3 .  
Se c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 8 ,  Comme n t  6 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 9 ,  Comme n t s  1 a n d  2 .  
C i r c u i t  b r e a k e r s  a r e  b e i n g a d d e d  a t  
t h e  Lo s t  C a n yon S u b s t a t i o n to 
s e c t i o n a l i ze We s t e r n ' s  e x i s t i n g  
Cu r e c a n t i - S h i p ro c k  2 3 0  kV L i n e . I n  
t h e  e v e n t  of a n  ou t a g e  i n  a po r t i on of 
t h e  l i n e ,  t h e  c i r c u i t  b r e ak e r  a d d i t i on 
w i l l  a l l ow t h e  Lo s t  Ca nyon S u b s t a t i on to 
r e c e i v e powe r f rom t h e  o p p o s i te por t i on 
of t h e  l i n e .  T h e  c i r c u i t b r e ak e r  
a d d i t i on i s  n o t  p a r t  of t h e  p ropo s e d  
R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 5  kV t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e 
p roj e c t . T h e  n e w  c i r c u i t b r e a k e r s  a r e  
c a p a b l e  o f  3 4 5  k V  o p e r a t i o n s o  t h e y  
won ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  c h a n g e d  i f  a n d  
wh e n  t h e  We s t e r n  C u r e c a n t i -S h i p ro c k  
l i n e i s  u p g r ad e d  to 3 4 5  kV . 

S e c t i on 2 . 2 . 2  of S D E I S .  

T h e  p roj e c t  w i l l  p ro b a b l y  b e  con s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h r e e  s e c t i on s , e a c h  r e q u i r i n g a n  
e s t i ma te d  1 2 0 to 2 0 0  con s t r u c t i on 
wor k e r s . T h e  work for c e  wou l d  be s p l i t  
i n to s ma l l e r c r e w s  a l o n g  d i f f e r e n t  
s e c t i on s  o f  t h e  l i n e .  T h e  e n t i r e  
con s t r u c t i on p e r i od wou l d  b e  
a p p ro x i ma t e l y  2 4  t o  30 mo n t h s  d u r i n g  
w h i c h t i me n o  mor e  t h a n  5 0  wo r k e r s  a r e  
e x p e c t e d  to b e  p r e s e n t  a t  a n y o n e  
p l a c e . Loc a  1 1 a bor w i  1 1  b e  u s e d  to t h e  
e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e .  Non l oc a l l a bor i s  
not  e x p e c t e d  to b r i n g d e p e n d e n t s  
be c a u s e  of t h e  s ho r t  con s t r u c t i on 
p e r i od . T h e r e for e , t h e  i mp a c t s  to a n y  
o n e  s c h 0 0  1 s Y s t e m s h 0 u 1 d n o t  b e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  of t h e  ma k e - u p  of 
t h e  l a bor for c e  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h e  l abor 
for c e  wou l d  b e  s p r e ad o u t  a l on g  t h e  
1 i n e . 

S e c t i o n 3 . 3 . 1 1 , Comme n t  7 .  

3- 1 00 



T a b l e  3 - 3  Con t .  

6 .  S t a t u s  of c o u n t y  p e r m i t s . 

7 .  Effe c t  of p ro j e c t  on u t i  1 i t y  
r a t e s . 

8 .  A l t e r n a t i v e  C s ho u l d  b e  t h e  
p r e fe r r e d  rou t e . 

9 .  Cos t  proj e c t i on s  a r e  b a s e d  on 
1 9 82 d o l l a r s  a n d  s hou l d  be 
u p d a te d . 

1 0 .  U n d e r grou n d  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i on 
1 i n e . 

1 1 .  I mp a c t on p rop e r ty v a l u e s .  

3- 1 0 1  

S e c t i on 1 . 4 .  

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 ,  Comme n t  9 .  
S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 2 ,  Comme n t  9 .  

A l t e r n a t i v e C i s  Age n c y i e s ' p r e f e r r e d  
a l te r n a t i v e be twe e n  Norwood S u b s t a t i on 
s i t e a n d  t h e  Mon t e z u ma / La P l a t a  Cou n ty 
L i n e .  

P r i or to o b ta i n i n g b i d s on t h e  
c on s t r u c t i on con t r a c t for t h e  p roj e c t , 
c o s t  p roj e c t i on s  w i l l  b e  u p d a t e d . 

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 9  of S D E I S . 

S e c t i on 3 . 3 . 1 1 ,  Comme n t s  5 a n d  8 7 . 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OF FICE OF THE SECRETARY 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL P ROJ ECT RE VIEW 

Room 688, B uilding 67 

I� REPLY REFER TO: 

ER 83/821  

Mr . Denn i s  Rankin 
Western Area-Electric 

Denver F ederal Center 

Denver CO 80225·0007 

Rural Electrification Admini stration 
14th and Independence Avenue , S . W . 
Washington , D . C .  2 0 2 5 0  

Dear �1r . Rankin : 

We have reviev;ed the supplemental draft environmental impact s tatement (E IS) 
for the Proposed Rifle to San Juan 3 4 5  kV Transmission Line and Associated 
Facili  ties , Colorado and Ne\" Mexico , and offer the fo llmdng cOlTD1lents .  

GEl\I£RAL CO�NEl\'TS 

Public Lands 

The proposed proj ect , as described in the draft EIS , would impact Federal lands 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BU\1) in Colorado and New Mexico . 
Given this , incorporation or resolution of the following observations and 
comments  in the final EIS should ensure that the right -of-way appl ication will  
be  approved without s ignificant additional delays . 

This  draft EIS  utilized some of the information contained in Bl}1 ' s Glenwood 
Springs Resource Management Plan (DEIS  published November 1982 , FEIS published 
June 1 ,  1 983) . This  fact should be appropriately document ed in the final . 

Indian Lands 

No serious permanent environmental impacts resulting from the proposed construction 
are l ikely on Indian lands . However , if Alternative B i s  selected , the corridor 
will pass through approximately nine miles of Southern Ute land . I t  i s  important 
that the cultural resources surveys be conducted along the proposed corridor 
prior to implementation of the proj ect . I f  the appropriate cultural resources 
surveys are completed and the necessary mitigative measures are incorporated , 
the final EIS analysis  should be adequate for approval of the portions of the 
right- of-way which cro s s  Southern Ute land . 

Fish and Wildlife Resources 

The primary impacts of construction of the proposed transmission l ine on the 
fish and wildl ife resources of the proj ect area are adequately described and 
would probably not be s ignificant , providing mitigation measures outl ined in 
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the doclIDlent are impl emented . I n  addit ion , it  wil l b e  necessary t o  provide 
assurance that the proposed mit igation is accomplishing the intended purpose 
through annual inspections . Any vegetat ion planted for mit igat ion that has 
d i ed should be replanted . To help prevent excess ive eros ion , access roads 
constructed for the transmission l ine should be closed to vehicul ar use by the 
public . I t  appears that much of the fish and wi ldl ife data used in the 
doclIDlent i s  rel atively old (pr ior to 1 978) . The accuracy of the document 
could be improved by us ing the most  recent wildl ife data avai lable  rather than 
merely incorporating data from the previous E I S .  If more recent information is 
availabl e , it should be us ed . 

Mineral Resources 

Limited portions of the proposed transmiss ion l ine a l ignments traverse known 
mineral resource area s .  Hm.;ever , transmiss ion l ines generally do not preclude 
mineral recovery and can be rerouted in the future if necessary . Completion of 
thi s  proj ect should increase the availabil ity of power , which would benefit 
the mineral industry . 

SPECIFIC  Ca�lEVrS 

Land Resources 

The proj ect ' s  access roads , llilless locked by gate , can provide access for many 
other types of users . Therefore , the impact of additional access roads in the 
area on other resources ( i . e . , recreat ional activities such as hllilting and ORV 
use anu the impacts of increases in these types of uses on yet other resources , 
i . e . , anima l s , soi l s , visual qual i ty) should be analyzed in the final statement . 

The final EIS should address the impacts of the proj ect on l ivestock grazing in 
more detai l .  For example , in order to develop adequate mitigating measures , the 
impacts to ranchers '  fences during the construct ion phase should be analyzed . 
In add id iton , a description of the impacts resulting from construction and surface 
dis turbance on graz ing pas tures and los s of forage (in Animal Uni t  Months ) 
s hould be provided . 

The draft EIS makes no mention of paleontolog ical resources or of surficial 
geology .  A discuss ion and analys is o f  both o f  these resources should be 
included in the final . 

I f  the proposed 34 5kV l ine i s  constructed and energi zed , will  this available 
capac ity allow Colorado Ute enough latitude in their transmis s ion system to 
carry out series compensation modificat ions and uprating of existing transmission 
l ines ? I f  so , these options should be included in the analys is . 

Page 3- 4 :  G iven the pos s ib i l ity that resource values rnay restrict the construction 
of additional transmis s ion l ines in the future , REA is  urged to 
include as a design alternat ive uti l i zat ion of a s ingle circuit  tower 
that can be converted to a double circuit tower . I f  either of the 
towers being cons idered (figure 3 - 1  and 3- 2 ,  pp . 3- 5 and 3- 6)  can be 
upgraded to carry a double circuit 34 5 kV , the final EIS should note 
this poss ibi l ity . 
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Page 3 - 1 0 :  BL\l has a wel l- estab l ished firewood permitting system.  I n  order to 
avoid confus ion and potent ial increas es in firewood trespass ,  the 
right- of-way cl earing contractors should cut and remove the wood 
rather than l eaving the cut wood stacked along the right-of-way . 
(The BUI can provide a list  of corrnnercial wood operat,ors should 
the contractor wish to sell the wood to them and have them remove it . )  

Page 4 - 34 :  Discussion of  Recreation Resources should be more specific to the 
recreation resources available in the area (such as a state park or 
lake adj acent to an alternate corridor) . 

Page 5 - 1 3 :  Sect ion 5 . 3 . 7  - Adverse impacts to water quality would occur even 
i f  the proposed mitigation is performed . Even though the s edimen­
tation impacts would be locali zed and short- term , the adverse impact 
should be acknoh·leuged . 

Nat ional Natural Landmarks 

Page 4 - 34 :  The subj ect document identifies a potential Nat ional Natural Landmark 
knO\,TI as Ophir Needles as an area within the proj ect s tudy area. 
The location of  this s i te is  southeast of the transmiss ion line 
s tudy area , not ";ithin the boundaries . The Natural Landmarks section 
on the above mentioned page should identify Cameo Sl ide , Mesa County , 
Colorado in segment 3 ,  and Rico Dome and Dolores River Val ley , 
Dolores County , Colorado in segment 2 9 ,  and be addressed under this 
section .  In recognition of the natural features of these two areas , 
we urge that efforts be taken to minimize adverse impacts for these 
sites . Information on the nature of both areas is ava ilable from 
Ms . Carole Madison ,  Divis ion of  Recreat ion Grants and Review ,  
Nat ional Park Service ,  telephone ( 303)  234 - 64 4 3 .  

Fish and Wildli fe Resources 

Page 4 - 1 8 ,  Last  sentence on page : In 1 983 the 26 miles of the Gunnison River 
upstream of the confluence wi th the North Fork of the Gunnison River 
,,:as des ignated as gold medal and wild trout water .  These des ignations 
indicate that the Gunnison River above the North Fork provides out ­
standing ang ling opportuni ties for large trout and that it wi ll not 
be stocked ,�ith hatchery fish.  The last sentence on page 4 - 1 8  and 
the first sentence on page 4 - 19 should be revised to reflect this 
new management pol icy by the Colorado Divi sion of \vi ldl ife . 

Page 4 - 1 9 ,  Dolores River : At the present time the quality of the Dolores River 
fishery varies considerably in the proj ect area . This will  be the 
case even more so after completion of the Bureau of Reclamat ion ' s  
McPhee Dam and Reservoir in 1 984 . This feature of the Dolores 
Proj ect will  provide regulated flows to enhance the s tream fishery 
downstream of the dam. As a result of these flows , the first 1 1  
miles o f  river dO�TIstream o f  the d am  would be managed a s  a trout 
fishery . An additional 4 5  miles of the river would be managed for 
warm water species of fish . The s tatement on the Dolores River 
should b e  revi s ed to reflect these improved s tream conditions . 
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Page 4 - 2 1 : The Colorado River Squa��ish has been found in the Gunnison River 
do�nstream of Delta .  Contact Rick Kreuger , U . S .  F i sh and Wildl ife 
Service , Grand Junction ,  Colorado (303)  24 3 - 2 7 7 8  for more information .  

Page 4 - 2 3 : The razorback sucker has been found in the Gunnison River as far 
upstream as Delta , Colorado (Bio/Kest , Logan , UT by Paul Holden) . 

Page 4 - 3 3 , Nat ional Mornuments , second paragraph : Des ert bighorn sheep have 
been recent ly transplanted into the Colorado Nat ional �lomnnent . 

Page 5 - 3 1 ,  Threatened and Endangered Species : There appears to be a s l ight 
contradict ion throughout this section . For example , it is s tated in 
the second paragraph : "a revis ed Biological As sessment is being 
prepared and REA �"i l l  consult with USFWS on any effect this proj ect 
may have on these species . "  However , in the case of mos t  species , 
it apparent ly has already been determined that the proj ect would 
have no adverse effect on the l isted species . Either this deter ­
minat ion is premature or the revised Biological Assessment is  
unnecessary . 

Page 5 - 7 6 ,  \\"ildl ife , las t  paragraph : We suggest the fol l owing s tatement be 
added to this paragraph . " I f  it becomes apparent that a significant 
number of waterfowl or other birds are being kil led by s triking the 
lines , it may become neces sary to mark or flag selected portions of 
the l ine with colored markers or other devices ."  

SillL\W\Y CQ\1'1ENTS 

I t  is obvous that a tremendous amount of work has been done s ince the original 
Preliminary Draft E I S  was distributed in 198 1 .  The Supplemental Draft E I S  is 
a comprehens ive , well wr itten document . We appreciate being given the opportunity 
to corrrrnent , and we hope our comments wil l  aid in the preparation of the final EIS . 

Sincerely yours , 

� �. 
Robert F .  Stewart 
Regional Environment al Officer 
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Subject Supplemental DEIS - Ri fle to San Juan 345 KV Tran smission Line 
and As sociated Fac i l i t ies , US DA-REA-WAE-EIS (ADM) 8 3- 1-D 

To Directo r ,  SW Area Electric , REA , Room 00 1 0  

W e  have reviev7ed the supplemen t al draft E I S  o n  the 345 KV Transmission 

Line from Ri fle to San Juan . Our comments are enclosed in t ripl icat e .  

�� �.k� 
DAVID E .  KETCHAM 
Director o f  
Environmental Coo rdinat ion 

Enclo sures 



Commen t s  to the  S upp l emental  Dr aft Env i ronme n t al Impact St at ement 

" R i f l e  t o  S an Juan 3 4 5  kV  Transm i s s i o n  L i ne and As soc i at ed F ac i l i t i e s "  

Forest Serv i c e  

ERRATA S h eet - s hows A l t e r n at i ve B wi t hout the  t ap l i ne a s  h av i ng o n l y  one m i l e  
more of commerc i al forest  bei ng impact ed t h an A l t er n at i v e  C .  It  shou l d  b e  more 
l i k e  6 m i l es more . 

P ages 1-3 and 3-59  Page 1 - 3 , fi rst parag r ap h  st at es "Depend i ng upon sys t em  
condi £ l ons  and other devel opmen t s ,  t he proposed 3 4 5  k V  tran smi s s i on l i ne may 
i nc l ud e  a 345  k V  t ap l i n e to t h e  L o s t  Canyo n Subs t at i o n  • . •  " and on  page 3 - 5 9 ,  
f i rst p ar agrap h ,  fourth sent ence st ates  II • • •  t he proposed R i f l e-San  J uan  3 4 5  k V  
t r ansmi s s i o n l i ne may i nc l ud e  a t ap l i n e fr oo t h e  3 4 5  k V  l i n e i nto t he L o s t  
C anyon S u b s t at i on . "  Th ere seems to be some confu s i on on t he n e ed for t h i s 
t ap l i n e .  I n  a l et t er dated May 1 1 , 1 9 83 f r oo  C o l orad o  Ut e t o  P au l  C .  Swe et l and , 
Forest S u perv i sor , San Juan  N at i on a l  Fore st , i t  was st at ed t h at t here was "no  
e l ect r i c al req u i rement to  connect Ri fl e-San Juan  l i ne i nto Lost  Canyo n 
S u b s t at i on ,  e i t h er i n i t i a l l y or i n  t he fut ure,  and we do not ant i c i pate t ap p i ng  
t he l i n e fo r th i s  pur po s e . 1I T h i s po s i t i on  need s to  be  c l ar i f i ed  by Co l orad o  Ut e 
and  REA .  

P age 1 - 4 ,  fi rst  paragr aph  i s  mi s l e ad i ng when i t  st at e s  t h at t h e  pr opos ed l i n e 
would  paral l el West ern ' s  2 3 0  kV  l i ne to t he Mont ezuma,  L a  P l at a  County l i n e . 
I n  fact , i t  does fo r a d i st ance but i t  i s  pr opo sed to l e ave  i t  as s hown i n  
f i g u re 1 - 1  of t he S DE I S . 

P age 1 - 9 , Maj or Concerns  and I s s ues  does  not ad dres s wh at h a s  been vo i c ed  so muc h  
by the p u b l i c ,  i . e . , m u l t i p l e  r i g h t s - of-way affe ct i ng t h e i r  l and u se .  

T ab l e  3 - 7 ,  It em 6 ,  Ero s i o n H az ard . The  1 03 . 0  s ho u l d be  1 2 3 . 0  and t h e  tot al 
sho uld be 1 29 . 7 . 

P age 3 - 1 0 ,  l a st  paragr aph  t al k s  of purch as i ng s u ffi c i ent r i g h t s-of-way , wh ere 
l andowners are wi l l i ng ,  to a l l ow const ruct i on of a pos s i b l e  fut ure seco n d  345 k V  
l i n e .  There i s  no me nt i o n  of th i s  i n  t h e  pr opo s al . 

P age 3 - 1 2 ,  Access  Ro ad Cons t r uct i on i m p l i es t h at an acc e s s  ro ad wi l l  be ne eded 
along the t r an smi s s i on l i ne fo r i t s  ent i re l engt h .  We bel i eve  t h at tot al ac cess  
a l ong t he t r an smi s s i on l i ne  i s  n ot necess ary or  r eq u i r ed for const r uct i on or 
operat i o n  and  ma i nte nanc e .  



P age 3-44 , L an d  U se does n ot address  s u bd i v i s i ons or pot ent i al s ub d i v i d ab l e  
l ands , wh i c h  i s  a L and U s e . 

2 

P age 3 - 5 3 , f i ft h  par ag r a p h  st ates  "The Age n c i e s preferred cor r id o r  betwe en Gr and 
Junct i on and Montrose i s  A l ternat i ve B . "  A l t ernat i ve B does n ot effect or c r os s 
N at i o n a l  Forest Sys t em  l ands . The Forest Serv i c e  has  not ident i f i ed  a pr eferred 
c o r r i dor in t h i s  area . 

P age 3 - 6 1 , t h i rd parag r aph  st ates t h at C wou l d  cros s t he mo s t  c om me r c i al t imber,  
but B c ro s ses more c ommerc i al t i mber . A l ternat i ve C wo u l d  c r o s s  more on l y  i f  t h e  
t ap l i n e i s  bu i l t .  

P age 3 - 6 2 , t h i rd parag r aph  s t ates  liT he  Age n c i es  wi l l  s e l e ct a pr efe rred corr id or 
aft er t he e v a l u at i on by t he j o i nt st udy t e em  i s  c ompl et ed . "  See t he enc l osed 
Dec i s i on  Not i c e  and F i nd i n g of No S i g n i f i c ant Im pact fo r t h e  pr efe rred corr id or . 

P age 5 - 1 9 ,  s i xth  par agr aph st at es "The ed ge effect wo u l d  be most d r amat i c  i n  
den sely fo rested areas wh ere t al l trees wou l d  grad at e  to  smal l e r  trees  and s hru b s  
and f i n a l l y  grasses  and for b s . "  The met hod t h at h as been s u g ges t ed to c l e ar 
r i g h t s - of-way for t h i s  pr oj ect st i l l creat es  a " s l ot "  or  " t un nel " effe ct . T h at 
met hod was u s ed i n  past r i ght-of-way c l e ar i ng .  T he gr adat i on met hod , i f  u s ed i n  
even age st and of trees real l y  creat es  a s l ot becau se  of l im i t ed sma l l trees  i n  
t he st and . The r i ght-of-way type of c l ear i ng t h at w i l l  be u s ed on  N at i on al  
Forest Sys tem l ands is  to top trees and  sel ect i v e l y remove trees  un der  t h e  
condu ctor and a l ong each  s i de at a s afe e l e ct r i c al d i st an ce .  Th i s  i s  ab out 1 2  t o  
1 5  feet fr om conductor t o  veget at i o n . Th i s  type of r i g ht-of-way c l e ar i ng red u c e s  
o r  e l  i m i n at es t he " s l ot "  o r  "t unne l "  effect t h at i s  c r e at ed by t he ot her met hod 
of r i g h t - of-way c l e ar i ng . 

P age 5-50 , Impact s on H uman Reso u r ce s .  The FE I S  s ho u l d  ad d re s s  mu l t i pl e 
r i ght s - of-way impact on t he l and and ot her h uman re so urce impact s .  For exampl e ,  
wh at i s  t h e  im pact of mu l t i pl e  r i g h t s-of-way o n  a t e n  acre t r act of l and? 

P age 5 - 5 4 ,  Soc i o-econom i c  Impact s ,  st ates  t h at easeme nt acq u i s i t i on woul d benef i t  
l andown ers  but fa i l s  to ment i on t h at in  some cases  cou l d  be  an ove r al l net l os s  
t o  the  l andowner .  

P age 5-72 , I t em  2 u n der Geo l og i c  H az ards . Need to  ad d t h e  fo l l owi ng mi t ig a­
t i on s : 

"Tem po rary ac ces s ro ad s wi 1 1  be al i g n ed and graded to co nfo nn to t he nat ur al 
1 and sc ape . II 

"On N at i on al Forest  Sys t em  l and s ,  access  road s  wi l l  not be co nstructed i n  
un st ab l e  areas . "  
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p aae 5-73 ,  add the fol l owi ng mi t i gat i on measures under So i l s  ( al so coul d be u sed  
un er Vi sua l  Resources ) :  

MTower struct ures and s i tes wi l l  be de s i g ned to conform wi th  the terrai n .  
Leve l i ng and bench i ng of tower and assemb l y  s i tes wi l l  not be al l owed . "  

" Con struct i on of l eve l ed earth eq u i pme nt pl at forms , fo r the use of cranes i n  the 
as semb ly of str ucture s ,  wi l l  be  al l owed at the end of temporary spur road s .  On l y  
one pl atform pe r structure s i te wi l l  be al l owed , un l es s  ot herwi se aut ho r ized . "  

Item 4 under So i l s  st ates " D i sturbance of steepl y  s l op i ng • • •  " A c l ar i f icat i o n  
s hou l d  b e  made on "steepl y sl opi ng are as" , we sugge st anyt h i ng over  3 5% b e  
c l as s i f i ed as steep l y  s l op i ng .  

Item 2 under  Wat er Resources ,  " fo rm "  shou l d be "fr OOl " . 

P age 5-76 ,  Item 1 ,  l ast sentence i s  not c l ear . It st ates " Wetl ands and r i par i an 
areas that cannot be ent i rel y avo i ded wou l d  be spanned wi thout construct ion  i n  
the wet l ands . "  If  you cannot avo id  the wet l and s ,  how c an you avo i d  
construct i on?  

P age 5-79 , Item 4 .  Th i s  i s  not a mi t i g at i on me asur e ,  i t  i s  on l y  a requ i rement 
for payme nt of destroyed or cut trees . 

L ast i tem under Human Resource s ,  wh at i s  bei ng mi t i g ated ?  

P age 5-80, f i r st i t em  st ates "Ap propr i ate permi ts wou l d  be obt ai ned pr i or t o  
final centerl i ne l ocat i on and construct i on . "  Wh at i s  be i ng mi t i g ated ?  

P age 5-81 , Items 2 and 3 under E l ectr i c al Effect s .  These two i t ems are not 
mitigation measures ,  they are i nfo rm at i onal st atement s .  
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U N I TED STATES E N V I RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY 
R E G I O N  V I I I  

1 8 6 0  L I N C O L N  ST R E E T 
D E N V E R .  C O LO R A D O  8 0 2 9 5-06 9 9  

W i l l i am E .  Dav i s ,  D i rector 
Western Area - E l ectri c 
R ur a l  E l ectri f i cati on Adm i n i strat i on 
14th and I n de pen dence A ven ue , S .W .  
W as h i ngton , D . C . 202 50 

De ar Mr . Dav i s :  

The Reg i on V I I I  off i ce of the E nv i ronment a l  P rotecti on Agency has  revi ewed 
t he s uppl eme nta l  draft E I S ,  "R i fl e  to S an J u an 345 kV Transmi s s i on L i ne and 
A ssoc i ated F ac i l i ti es ll an d offers the f o l l ewi ng convnents . We cons i der the 
draft to be defi c i ent i n  certa in  cr i ti cal  are as . 

REA i nd i cat es the need f or the f ac i l i ty as  a f oregone conc l us i on .  
H owe ver , t he c i rcumst an ces have not chan ged wh i ch l ed to the Col orado Pub l i c  
Uti l i ty Comm i ss i on 1 s  ( PUC )  den i al of the Cert i f i cate of Pu bl i c  Conve n i ence an d 
Necess i ty .  T he P UC concl uded that e x i sti ng  power l i nes cou l d  carry twi ce t he 
current l oad , wh i ch wou l d  meet the needs of Sout hwest Col orado t hrough 1986 . 
PUC a l so i nd i cated t h at WAPA (Western Area P ower Admi n i strat i on ) cou l d  
i ncrease i ts 230 k V  capac i ty by 1/3 (w i th  l ew  cost  expend i tures ) s o  as to meet 
needs t hrou gh 1 989 .  T he 1 982 fore casted demand was 1 3% wh i l e  act ual  l oad 
growth was on l y  7% that year . The 1983 year to d ate ( Jun e )  annua l demand has  
on l y  i ncreased 2 . 2% .  T he evi den ce that proj ected el ectr i cal l oad has  not 
i ncr eas ed as expected i nd i cates s i gn i f i cant ove r proj ect i on by Co l orado Ute . 

T he rev i ew of co ns er vati on al ternati ves and a l ter n ati ve power supp ly  
techno l og i es i s  very l i mi ted . The E IS does not ref l ect an i n-depth study of  
en gi neer i n g  cos ts and en v i ronme ntal cons i der at i o ns of s uch a l ternati ves . 
R ecent l y ,  C o l orado U te an noun ced  i t  had created a s ubs i d i ary to i nves t  i n  
sma l l hydro , sol ar , and co- gener ati n g  a l ternati ves . I f  s uch smal l s ca l e 
f ac i l i t i es ar e pract i ca l , as  i nd i cated by U te ,  t hen  decentra l i zed f ac i l i ty 
l o cati on cou l d  aff ect t he l ocati on and need for th i s  transm i s s i on l i ne .  W i t h  
the va l i dat i on of  l ewer deman d proj ecti ons , one or more of  these  a l tern at i ves 
may be more vi a bl e .  T he i r  en v i ronmental i mpacts des er ve c l os er s cr u ti ny .  
EPA , theref ore , recommends a deta i l ed study of these  an d ot her al tern at i ve s , 
s uch as hydro , wi nd , and coa l -f i red acti v i ti es .  
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Wh i l e t he REA correct ly  states that i ts max imum cal cu l ated i nduced current 
beneat h  the transm i ss i on l i nes i s  be l ow  the N at i ona l  E l ectri ca l  Safety Code 
standards , we f ee l  t hat a desi gn res u l ti n g  i n  l ower i nduced currents woul d  be 
prudent ( s ee at tached det a i l ed comments on potent i al hum an hea l th effects of 
e l ectromagn eti c fi el ds ) .  

Based on procedures EPA has es tabl i shed to  rate the ade quacy - of dr af t  
£ I S ' s ,  th i s  E IS w i l l  b e  l i sted i n  the Feder a l  Regi s ter as an ER- 2 .  Th i s  means 
EPA has res ervat i ons regard i ng the env i ronmental bu rden of the propos al  and 
that add i ti on a l  i nform ati on on  a l tern ati ves and j us t ifi cation for need i s  
nece s s ary for an ade quate E IS .  Thank  you for the opport un i ty to rev i ew  th i s  
document . 

Attachment 

S i ncere 1 y yours , 

�/
We l l es 

Re g i on a l  Admi n i strator 



EP A Reg i on V I I I  Rad i at i on 
P ro grams Offi ce Spec i f i c  Comment on t he 

Su ppl ementa l  DE IS  for the R if l e to S an Juan 
345 kV Transm i s s i on L i ne an d As soc i ated F ac i l i ti es 

Page 1- 10 : T he f ourth  par agraph states , " No  pu b l i s hed s c i ent i f i c  stud i es to 
date have s hown ad verse effects on h umans from el ectrostati c and 
e l ectrOOl agnet i c  f i e l ds produced by 345 k V  l i nes " .  I t  sho u l d  be noted 
however , t hat current research i s  ra i s i n g  s i gn if i cant q ues t ions concer n i n g  
the b i oeffects o f  e l ectr i c  an d m agnet i c f i e l ds . A n  exampl e i s  Dr . N ancy 
Wertheimer ' s  ep i demi o l o g i cal studi es wh i ch h ave fo und correl ati ons between 
60 Hz magn et i c f i e l ds an d t he i nc i dence of cancer . We recommend a more 
e xtensi ve revi ew of t he current l i ter at ure i n  th i s  area . 

Page 3 -10, th i rd par agraph : Here  i t  i s  stated that the m i n imum r i gh t-of-way 
w i l l  be 1 50 feet i n  wi dth . F rom F i gure D-3 , th i s  wi dth corres ponds to an 
e l ectr i c f i e l d at the edge of the ROW of 1 . 8  k V/m for the hor i zont a l  
conf i gur ati on and 0. 9 kV/m for t he del ta conf i gur ati on . We bel i e ve that  
the  greatest f i e l d  at  the edge of  the ROW s ho u l d be  1 k V/m . Hence , i t  i s  
o ur opi n i on t h at t he hori zontal confi gur ati on des i gn s houl d be mod i f i ed to 
l ower the edge-of-ROW e l ectr i c f i e l d  strength . Add i ti ona l l y , i f  
co nstr ucti on of an adj acent transmi s s i on l i ne i s  a s er i ous pos s i b i l i ty ,  as  
Secti on 3 . 2 . 3  s uggests , the f uture ava i l abi l i ty of  add i ti ona l  l an d  to  
e xpand t he ROW s ho u l d  be  consi dered . 

Page 5-63 , th i rd par agraph : Th i s secti on states that the l i ne w i l l  not i nduce 
curre nts greater t h an 3 . 5  rnA t hrou gh l ar ge meta l l i c o bjects accord i n g  to 
R EA ca l cu l at i ons . I t  i s  uncerta i n from the DE IS what th i s  number 
re presents becaus e  two senten ces l ater , t he DE IS states , " • • •  t he max imum 
i nduced e l ectrostat i c current of the l ar gest  ant i c i pated ve h i c l e  wou l d not 
e xceed t he 5 rnA 1 evel  . . .  / 1  A ss umi n g  that 5 rnA. is t he t heor eti cal max imum 
i nduced current an d not t he probabl e act ua l current , and real i z i ng t hat 
val ues as h i gh as 90% of t he theoreti cal max imum i nd uced current have been 
meas ured , a 4 . 5 rnA i nduced current i s  wi th i n  the r an ge of pos s i b i l i ty .  
Th i s  i s  more than twi ce the current t h at m any  ad u l ts wo u l d  con s i der 
pa i nful  an d wh i ch co u l d cause an ad u l t  to wi thdraw i nvo l unt ar i l y . Such 
s t artl e reacti ons are potenti a l l y  d an gerous to wor kers who m i ght reco i l  
i nto  mov i ng agr i cu l tur al  or co ns tructi on m ach i nery , for e xamp l e .  

An add i ti onal  concern i s  t h at i t  i s  l i ke l y t h at at 4 . 5  rnA ,  a ch i l d  
wou l d  be un abl e to r e l ease the s ource of an i nduced current . Th i s l eve l 
a ppro x im ates currents wh i ch cou l d  res u l t  i n  tetany  i n  t he chest musc l es  
an d pos s i bl y  r es pi ratory arres t . W h i l e  th i s  i s  an  e xtremely  un l i ke l y  
e vent t h at has never , to our knowl edge , occurred a s  a res u l t  of a 
power - l i ne i nduced current , a recent Department of E nergy Report 
( DOE /EV -0056 ) ref erences two s i t u ati ons i n  whi ch ch i l dren were k i l l ed by 
current s of 7-8 rnA .  Accord i ng l y ,  we fee l  REA wou l d  e xer c i se  good j ud gment 
i n  cons i deri n g  a l ower i nd uced- current des i gn .  

I n  th i s  s i tuat i on ,  REA i s  s ugges t i ng  that the poten t i al exp os ure be 
a l l owed to be with i n  an apprec i abl e frac ti on of the l etha l  l evel for a 
ch i l d .  We quest i on the wi sdom of th i s  eve n t ho ugh 4 . 5 rnA i s  be l ow  the 
5 rnA N ati on a l  E l ectri ca l  S af ety Code stand ard and the Amer i can N at ional 
Standards  I ns t i tute standard . 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL H IGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

REGION EIGHT 
555  lANG STREET, BOX 25246 
DENVER, COLORADO 80225 

J une 28 , 1983 

Rura l  E l ectri fi ca t i on Admi n i stra t i on 
Mr .  Wi l l i am E .  Da v i s ,  D i rector  
Wes te rn Area - E l ectric  
14th and  I n dependence Ave . S . W . 
Was h i ngto n ,  D . C .  20590 

Dea r  Mr .  Davi s :  

Thank  yo u fo r the opportun i ty to rev i ew the Co l o ra do 46 Ute Draft 
Suppl ementa l  Env i ronmenta l  Impact S tateme n t .  We have the fol l ow i ng  
comment on the  doc ument .  

We note that  the doc ument  has  been sen t to the  Co l o ra do and  New Mex i co 
c l ea r i ng houses ; howe ve r ,  s i nce the H i ghway Depa rtmen ts of  both Sta tes  
requ i re a permi t befo re cross i ng S ta te or  Federa l h i ghways , we  wou l d 
suggest  tha t they rece i ve cop ie s  of  th i s  documen t for revi ew .  Thi s  
act i on woul d  a s s ure the i r  i nvo l vement  i n  th i s  i mporta n t  projec t .  

S i ncere l y , 

IN REPLY R£"Efit TO 

HEP - 08 



u.s. Depo rtment 
of Tra nsportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration 

�UL 1 1 1983 

Wil l iam E .  Dav is 
Director , western Area-Electric 
Rural Electri ficat ion Administrat ion 
1 4th and Independence Avenue. , S .W. 
wash ington , D . C .  20250 

Dear Mr. Dav i s :  

Northwest Mountain Region 
Colorado. Idaho. Montana 
Oregon. Utah. Washington. 
Wyoming 

1 7900 Pacific Highway South 
C-68966 
Seattle. Washington 98168 

We have rev iewed the draft Environmental Impact Statement on your pro};X)sed 
Rifle to San Juan Tran smission Line Proj ect and do not foresee any impact on 
aviat ion or its activ it ies . 

Dur ing your planning process for determining final transmiss ion l ine rout ing , 
keep in mind that not ice to the Federal Av iat ion Administration ( FAA) , is 
requ ired when any structure would exceed 200 feet above ground level or when 
any structure with in 20 , 000 feet of a publ ic use airport with a runway more 
than 3200 feet in length exceeds a 1 00 :  1 slope fran the airport ( with in 
1 0 , 00 0  feet of a publ ic use airport with a runway not more than 3200 feet in 
length exceeds a 50 : 1  slope from the airport ) .  Enclosed is FAA Adv isory 
Circul ar ,  "Pro};X)sed Construction or Alteration of <l>j ects '!hat May Affect the 
Nav igable Airspace , "  for your use . Should you need more informat ion , please 
call our Airspace and Procedures Office in Seattl e , ( 20 6 ) 4 3 1 -2530 or 
( FTS) 4 46-2530 ) • 

Thank you for the opportunity to rev iew your pro};X)sed proj ect . 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 



STATE OF COLORADO 

Richard D. Lamm, Goyemor 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION O F  WILDLIFE 
Jack R. Grieb, Director 

8060 Broadway 

Denver, Colorado 80216 (297·1 192) 

TO : 

FRO:! : 

M E M 0 R A N  D U M  

S t ephen O .  E l l i s  
S t a t e  Clear ingh o u s e  

C.J( 
C .  J .  Grand P r e  

Wild l i f e P r o g r am S p e c ial i s t  

SUBJ ECT : R i f l e  t o  S an Juan 3 4 5  KV Transm i s s ion Line and As s o c i a t ed 

F ac i l i t ies S u p p l em e n t a l  Draf t Env ironmen t a l  S t a t ement f o r  
Co l o r ado- U t e  E l e c tr i c  As s o c i a t ion , Inc . 

DAT E : Augus t 1 5 ,  1 9 8 3 

Th e C o l or ado D iv i s ion of \�i l d l i f e  has r ev i ewed t h e  above- c i t ed d r a f t 

env i ronmental imp a c t  s t a t ement and f inds t h a t  mo s t  w i ld l i f e /w i ld l i f e 
hab i t a t  i s s u e s  h ave b e en adeq u a t e l y  addr e s s ed . 

Th ere are a f ew i t ems , however , t h a t  should r e ceive add i t ional cons i d e r­

a t ion . Thes e i t em s , wh ich ar e ou t l ined in an a t t ached s up p l emen t , include 

s af e t y  mar k e r s  f or h igh vo l t ag e l i nes , access r es t r i c t ions , r eveg e t a t ion , 
m i t ig a t ion , c o r r idor c l o s u r e s , con s t r u c t ion s chedul ing , and ROW s el e c t ion . 

In an e f f o r t  to main t a in impor t a n t  w i ld l i f e  value s , we u r g e  tha t our 

r e commend a t ions and c ommen t s  be g iven max imum cons i d er a t ion . 

We t h ank you f o r  al lowing us t h e  oppor t u n i ty to examine t h i s  p r o p o s a l . 
I f  we can b e  of f ur ther a s s i s tanc e ,  p l ea s e  c a l l  29 7- 1 1 9 2 .  

ag 

c c : SW Reg ion 
NW Reg ion 

U .  S .  F is h  and Wild l if e  S e rv i c e  

Env ir o nm e n t a l  Pro t e c t ion Ag ency 

F i l e  

DEPARTMENT O F  NATURAL RESOURCES, Hamlet J .  Barry, Acting Director • WILDLIFE COM MISSION, Richard L Divelbiss, Chairman 

James C. Kennedy, Vice Chairman • Wilbur L Redden. Secretary • Donald A. Fernandez, Member . Michael K. Higbee, Member 

Timothy W. Schultz, Member • James T. Smith, Member • Jean K. Tool, Member 



S U P  P L E M E N  T 

RIFLE- SAN JUAN 3 4 5  KV TRANSMISS ION LINE 

The following concerns and recommend at ions are i s sued by the D ivis ion 
of \·:i 1d lif  e :  

1 .  S ever al areas were locat ed along the propos ed corridor that will  b e  
hazardous to aircraft i n  our l ine o f  work if no t marked for h igh 
v i s ib i l i ty . Thos e  areas are identif ied as : Dry Creek T47N , R I IW ,  
S 2 ;  Hors ef ly Creek T46N , R I IW ,  S 1 9 ;  Nor th Creek T 4 5N , R I IW ,  S 30 ;  
McKenzie Cr eek T4 5N , RI I W ,  S 3 1 ;  S an Migue l River T4 4N , R 1 2W ,  S 1 4 ;  
Beaver Creek T43N , R 1 2W ,  S 4 ; Nor th S ide Dolor es River Cany on T3 7N , 
R 1 4W ,  S 5 ;  Los t Canyon T 3 7N , R I 3W ,  S30 ; Wes t ,  Middl e ,  Eas t Mancos 
River Canyons ar e cand idate and may r equire ident j f icat ion upon 
closer inspect ion ; and it is recommend ed that the towers and span 
be  mar ked with h ighly v i s ib l e  or ange s pheres . 

2 .  Road closur es should be  implemented on all r oads wh ich were cons tructed 
or opened f or the purpos e  of l ine cons t ru c t ion . Those areas wh ere 
roads or veh icu lar acces s did no t previous ly exis t should be cont ained 
with controlled acces s points ( locked gates ) and be used only as neces­
s ary for maint enance of the l ine . I f  the pref erred alternat ive is  
s e l ec t ed , the Divis ion spec if ical ly reques t s  that  veh icular access  
into Hor s ef ly and McKenzie canyons be  c los ed permanently following 
cons truct ion . 

3 .  Any s t ate wild l i f e  area land need ed for the ROW should b e  repla ced 
( rather than ROW purchas ed )  w i th equal value l and , preferab ly adj acent 
to the affected property . A power l ine ROW would neg a t e  mos t develop­
ment prac t ices the DOW migh t implement in the fu ture ,  therefore , this 
land should be  r ep laced . Also , s tate  wild l i f e  areas s erve a purpose 
of r ecreat ion and , in some cases , h igh qua l i ty r ecreat ion whi ch 
includes the oppor tunity for people to use and enj oy an area w i thout 
visually degrad ing s tructures throughout the area . We cons id er the 
Bod o ,  Fish Creek , and Lone Cone Wildlife Areas to fall into this 
category . We are relu c t ant to even recommend h igh visual s truc t ures  
to b e  p laced on lines and s t ructures  at canyons or long span areas , 
but do so  in the name of s afety as  our incidence o f  aircraf t- l ine 
contact  is  h igh . 

4 .  Calving and fawning areas ar e to b e  avo ided dur ing the per iod May 1 5  
through June 1 5 .  Th is i s  recommended for elevat ions 7 500- 10 , 000 fee t . 

5 .  Land use agenc ies will r ecommend a mix ture o f  veg e t a t ive species to  
b e  used in reveg etat ing the ROW f o llow ing cons truc t io n .  The Dm-1 
recommends that b rows e  ( low shrub ) s p e c ies b e  included in th i s  mix 
on b i g  g ame winter range ar eas . Land u s e  agenc ies should require 
that eros ion prob lems b e  addres sed annual ly as part of the ROW agree­
ment . The Divis ion prefers that a s t ra igh t l ine effect  b e  avo ided 
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along any corr idor . The DOW recommends that corr idors undu late along 
the edge to prevent the s t raight line effect . Undulat ing l ines will 
b enef it wild l i f e  mor e and could b e  cons idered as  a mit igat ion effect . 
Als o ,  shrub s les s than 1 5  feet in height shou ld r emain as much as 
possib l e .  

6 .  The S ta tement repor ts  that the l ine will b e  rap tor proofed upon 
cons truc t ion accord ing to the s t andard guidelines es tab l ished f or 
this protec t ion . The Divis ion concurs with this a c t ion . 

7 .  The DOW prefers Alt ernat ive E alignment in the Government S prings 
area south of Montros e .  Alt ernat ive E is  adj acent to a present l ine 
and would no t go through new areas as the preferr ed al ternative does . 

8 .  Cons truction dur ing hunt ing s easons ( October 1 5  through Novemb er 1 5 )  
w i l l  b e  incomp a t ible with a c t ivities  o n  s t a t e  wild l i f e  areas that 
h ave b ig game . The general pub l i c  will a t t emp t to use l ine cons truc­
t ion acces s roads on pub l ic  l ands during hunt ing seasons . This can 
cause interference with work crews , affect their safety , and al low 
cons iderab l e  unneces s ary off  road veh i cle us e .  

9 .  The Bodo Wildlife Area contains a land use covenant wh ich may require 
approval by Nature Conservancy and the Bureau o f  Ou tdoor Recrea t ion 
for implementat ion of l ine construct ion on the area (Note : The 
covenants app ly to the Map co pipel i ne) . Mit igat ion in the form of 
l and exchange will mos t  likely be recomm ended as was the Map co cas e .  

1 0 . The DOW has no re commend at ions other than the p ref erred alt ernative 
on the southern route . 
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grand junction-mesa county 559 white ave. rm. 60 grand jct.,colo. 8 1 50 1  

J u l y  6 ,  1 9 8 3  

Wi l l iam E .  Davi s ,  D i rector 
We stern Area -Rura l E l e c t r i f i c a t i on Adm i n i s t rat i on 
1 4 th & I ndependence Ave n ue , S . W .  
Wa s h i ngton , D . C .  2 0 2 5 0  

Dear Mr . Dav i s : 

(303) 244- 1 628 

The f o l lowi n g  comments a r e  a r e s u l t  o f  thi s Depa rtment ' s  review 
of t he R i f l e - S a n  Juan 3 4 5 - KV Transmi s s i on L i n e  SDE I S . 

1 .  ( P .  1 - 1 0 )  I n  the a rea o f  human hea l th and w e l f a re , a l l  data 
on the b i o logi ca l and hea l th h a z a r d s  of t r a n s m i s s i on l l n e s  
shou l d  be resea rched . A revi ew of on l y  the pub l i shed s tud i e s  
i s  not a c cept a b l e .  I n  ad d i t i on , t h e  B i b l i ography l i s t s  o n l y  
t w o  pub l i ca t i on s  re l a t ed to t h e  b i o logi ca l e f f e c t s  o f  
tran s m i s s i on l i n e s .  Thi s Depar tment recommend s that a 
complete a s s e s s m ent of the b i o lo g i c a l  and he a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f  
t r a n s m i s s i on l i ne s  o n  humans be i n c l uded i n  t h e  E I S  a n d  a 
c omp l ete b i b l i ography of r e s ear ched mater i a l  a l s o  be i n c l uded . 

2 .  ( Ta b l e  2 - 1 , 1 - 2 ) The s e  tab l e s  show a pro j e c ted i n c re a s e  i n  
pow e r  and ene rgy requ i rements f o r  Grand Va l l ey R u ra l Pow e r .  
Annexat i o n s  by Grand Junct i o n ,  F ru i ta a n d  Pa l i sade w i l l  
tra n s f e r  a rea s s e rved by GVRP to Publ i c  Se rvi ce Company a s  
per th e i r  f ranch i s e .  Have annexa t i on s  been c on s i d e red f o r  
t h e s e  pro j e c t i on s ?  I f  s o ,  what i s  the ra t i on a l e  f o r  
i n creased pow e r  a n d  ene rgy d em a nd ? I f  not , a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  
po s s i b l e  l o s s e s  to Pub l i c  Ser v i ce shou ld be i n c l uded . 

3 .  ( P .  2 - 8 ) What are " s evere e conom i c  and s o c i a l  pena l t i e s " ?  A 
genera l i z a t i on of th i s  m ag n i tude i s  not an a cceptable 
r a t i ona l i z a t i on f o r  the need f o r  this pro j e ct . 

4 .  ( P .  2 - 2 2 ) What i s  the source of the popu lation f o r  Grand 
Junct i on and suburban a rea s ?  What geograph i c  a rea doe s t h i s  
cove r .  Th i s  Depa rt ment e s t i mates t h e  1 9 8 3  popu l a t i on f o r  
M e s a  County t o  b e  approx i ma t e l y  8 7 , 5 0 0  pe r s on s , w i t h  
approx i mate l y  7 5 , 0 0 0  persons l i vi ng between F r u i t a  and 
Pa l i sade . 
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5 .  ( P .  3 - 4 ) What a r e  " a c ceptab l e  leve l s  o f  r a d i o/te levi s i on 
i n t e r f e r e n c e " ?  Any i nt e r f e rence o f  rad i o  a n d/or t e l evi s i on 
recept i on to r e s i de n t s  l i v i n g  i n  proxi m i t y  of t h i s propo sed 
l i n e wou l d  not be a cceptab l e . 

6 .  ( P .  5 - 1 9 )  I n crea s i n g  t he d i ve r s i ty o f  w i l d l i f e i s  not 
n e c e s s a r i l ¥  a ben e f i t .  D i s t u r b i n g  the e co - s ys te m  may i n crea se 
c o m pe t i t i on bet w een s pe c i e s  there by a d ve r s e ly a f f e c t i ng some 
popu l a t i on s .  Before the a s sumpt i on t h a t  " w i l d l i f e  wou l d  
l i ke l y ben e f i t " ,  c a n  be m ad e ,  more d e t a i led s t u d y  a n d  
a na l y s i s i s  requ i re d .  

7 .  ( P .  5 - 6 4 ) A s u m m a ry o f  t h e  l i t erature a v a i l a b l e  on 
b i o l o g i ca l  h a z a rd s  shou l d  be i n c l u ded in t h e  E I S .  Th i s  
Depa r t m e n t  i s  conce rned a bout t h e  po s s i b l e  b i o l og i c a l  ha zards 
a s s oc i a t e d  w i t h  t ra n s m i s s i on l i n e s .  I n format i on on 
b i o l og i ca l h a z a r d s  o f  t r a n s m i s s i on l i n e s  shou l d  be made 
avai l a b l e  to i n tere s t ed pa rt i e s , as w e l l  as REA. S i n c e  t h i s  
i s  a very cont rove r s i a l  i s s u e , a m ore d e f i n i t i ve a n a l y s i s  
shou l d  be i n c l u d ed . The s ta tement t h a t  "REA. • . h a s  
con c l ud e d  t h a t  t h e  propo s ed 3 4 5 -KV t ra n s m i s s i on l i ne wou l d  
not con s t i t u t e  a b i o l og i ca l ha z a rd "  i s  tota l ly i n s u f f i c i e n t .  
P l e a s e  a l s o s ee comment * 1 . 

8 .  ( P .  5 - 6 6 )  I f  WAPA i n t e n d s  to uprate i t s  2 3 0 KV t ra n sm i s s i on 
l i ne ,  w hy i s  th i s  p r opo s a l n e c e s s a r y .  I s  i t  not d u p l i c a t i on? 
I f  a para l l e l  l i n e  t o  the p ropo s e d  pro j e c t  i s  a nt i c ip a t e d , 
a d eq ua t e  R . O . W .  shou l d  be obt a i ned a t  t h e  p r e sent t i me , t o  
a vo i d  con f l i ct i ng l a nd u s e s  i f  t h e  s y s t em i s  expanded . 

9 .  ( P .  5 - 7 6 ) " H u m a n  d i s t urbance t o  w i l d l i fe • • •  cou l d  be 
r e s t r i cted . • • .  " " c o u l d  be" i s  not a s a t i s f a ctory m i t i ga t i on 
mea s u re . 

1 0 . ( P .  5 - 8 2 )  What i s  the ba s i s  o f  t h e  a s s u mp t i o n  o f  " short­
t e r m " w i l d l i f e  d i s t u rban ce ? A l te r a t i on o f  t h e  e co - sy s t e m  
m a y  n o t  be short - t e r m .  Why i s  t h e  promot i o n  o f  m o r e  d i ve r s e  
spe c i e s  con s i d e red a po s i t i ve e f fe c t ? I n c r e a s e d  compe t i t i on 
d ue t o  i n crea sed d i ver s i t y  m a y  a d ve r s e l y  a f f e c t  ce rta i n  
popu l a t i on s . See comment * 6 .  

1 1 . ( P o  5 - 8 2 )  I f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  a b a n d o n e d , t h e  R . O . W .  s h o u l d  b e  
re c l a i m e d .  I t  i s  recommended t h a t  a r e c l a m a t i on p l a n  be 
r e q u i red at the t ime o f  abandonment . 

1 2 . ( Ge n e ra l ) Throughout chapter 5 ,  the t e rm s " m a y " , " l i ke l y ·  
a n d  " a p t "  appear m uc h  too f requen t l y .  T h e  purpose o f  t h i s 
d o c u m e n t  i s  to a s s e s s  t h e  envi ronmenta l con sequen ce s o f  t h i s 
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pro j e c t .  The a bove r e f e ren ced t e r m s connate a l a c k  o f  d a t a  
a n d  und e r s ta n d i n g .  I f  i n s u f f i c i en t  d a t a  i s  a va i l ab l e ,  m o r e  
re s e a r ch i s  i n d i cated . 

1 3 .  ( Pu r po s e  and Need ) Accord i n g  t o  t h e  SDE I S ,  Colorado Ute w i l l  
o w n  3 7  1 / 2 % o f  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l i n e  f r o m  R i f l e  
t o  Grand J u n c t i on a nd 5 0 %  f rom G r a nd Jun c t i o n  to S a n  Juan .  
W i t h  m i n o r  e xcept i on s  ( a s  noted a bove ) C o l orado Ute ha s 
s pe c i f i ed a nd pro j e cted t he i r  n e e d s  f o r  t h i s  pro j ec t . But , 
t h e  SDE I S  h a s  no pro j e c t i on s for Pub l i c  S e r v i c e  Com pa n y ' s nor 
WAPA ' s  s h a r e  of t he capa c i t y .  The tota l capa c i ty a n d  
pro j e ct e d  l oa d s  of a l l  t h e r e  u t i l i t i e s  o n  t h i s p roposed l i n e  
s ho u l d  b e  i n c l ud e d  i n  order t o  adequat e l y  a s se s s  t h e  tota l 
n e e d  of the pro j e ct . 

S i n c e re l y , 

72:t///.!I!t'//vJ!tl,'''' ·� ( {� "--;, 
Raymond & .  G ronwa l l  
Sen i o r  P l an n e r  

RJG/ sw 



M O N T E Z U M A  C O U N T Y 

A dm i n i s t r a t i v e O f f i c e 

Mo n t e z um a C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e  Rm. 302 
C o r t e z ,  C o l o ra d o  81321 

August 5 ,  1 9 8 3  

W i l l iam E .  Davi s , D i r ector 
Western Area -Electr ic 
Ru r a l  Electr i f ica t i on Admi nistrat ion 
1 4 t h and I ndependence Avenue , S . W .  

Washington , D . C .  20 2 5 0  

303-565 -83 1 7  

RE :  Response to the Rifle to San Juan 3 4 5KV Transmission L i ne E . I . S .  

Dear Mr . Da v i s : 

I n  reviewing the EIS a nd how it r e l a tes to Montezuma County I 

f i nd one ma j or inadequacy and have !reve r a l et her comments on improving the 

informa t i on in t he documen t .  

Our ma j or g oa l  here i s  t o  select a route for t h i s  l i ne across 

Montezuma County . Much i n forma t i on i s  presented on t he e f fects of each of 

the a l terna t i ve s .  Yet the i n forma t i on presen ted does not help a r r i ve a t  a 

conc lus ive dec i s ion .  Does this l i ne need to t i e  into the Los t Canyon S u b­

sta t i on or not ? U n t i l  this que stion is answered a r oute conta i n i ng t he 

least impacts ca nnot be chosen . 

I f  demands increase as expected , when will t he proposed sys tem become 

i nadequate for the needs a t  Lost Canyon? 

-Insta l l a t i on of the pr oposed l i ne w i l l  r e l ieve loads on t he two 

exi s t i ng l i nes (CjU 1 1 5KV and Western 2 3 0 KV )  in the a r ea . Also, t he 

pr oposed Long Hollow s U bstation w i l l  provide add i t i onal " transmi s s i on 

suppor t for the Lost Canyon , Cor te z , and Ca hone areas"
( 1 )

. Wester n ' s  

capac i ty w i l l  be doubled through the a r ea . W i th the wheel i ng of 

power , it appea r s  that Emp i res' expected demands could eas ily be 

me t throug h 1 9 9 1 . 

W i l l  cons truct ion of the pr oposed l i ne i n  any way negate the need for up­

r a t ing Weste r n ' s  2 3 0 KV l i ne? 

-Alt hough Westerns ' l i ne is a sepa r ate proposal fr om t h i s  one , add i t ­

i onal informa t i on on i t  is needed to eva l u a te a nd m i nimi ze t h e  impacts of 

the pr oposed l i ne on Monte zuma County . 

( 1  ) EI S , P . 3 -3 4  
( 1  ) 



Add i t iona l c omment on t he E I S  I nclude : 

Sec t i on 2 . 0  P u r pose and Need 

Table 2 - 3
( 2 )

descr i bes the annual pea k r equ i r ement s  of f i ve Color ado Ute 

member s ,  and table 2 - 3
( 3 )

d e sc r i bes shor t f a l l  i n  t r a n sm i s s i on capac i ty .  

Rev i ewing t h i s  d a ta does not g ive a cl ear und er s tand i ng of the s i tua t i on . 

I s  it nec e s s a r y  for a u t i l i t y  provider such a s  ColoU te to be able to meet 

the g r e a t e s t  pea k dema nd that can be expec ted when other l i nes a r e  a va i l ­

able i n  the a r e a ?  I t  seems the publ ic interest wou ld be s t  be ser ved by 

be ing able to meet nor ma l proj ected high load s , and a l l ow i ng the Reg i ona l 

i n terconnected T r a nsm i s s ion s ys tem , desc r i bed i n  Sec . 2 . 5 , to pr ovide add ­

i t ional power i f  necessa r y .  

Summ ing the columns i n  t a ble 2 - 3  i s  i ncor r ect . These a r e  pea k loads that 

oc c u r ed at one t i me d u r ing a year . To add then is to say that they all 

oc c u r ed at the same t ime .  A summa r y  of the power Colorado Ute pr ovided to 

the i r  membe r s  a t  pea k t imes dur i ng the year would be mor e r e a l i s t i c , a nd 

s hou ld be included for compa r i s on .  

Table 2 -3 shows t ha t  i n  1 9 9 1 the S he l l  CO
2 

load i s  expec ted to be 6 2mw . I t  

i s  expec ted to i nc r ease fur ther i n  the fol low i ng year s .  I f  t h i s  i s  the c a s e , 

why d id they bu i ld a 1 1 5KV Sys tem , capable of c a r r y i ng only 5 0 mw? ( p . 2 - 5 ) 

Table 2 - 5  show that Colo Ute expec t s  to ne� 2 1 0 mw of add i t iona l capa c i ty 

in 1 9 9 1 ; yet by own i n g  � of t h i s  3 4 5  l i ne , they w i l l  onl y  have a n  add i t i onal 

1 2 5mw a t  capac i ty .  Thus the s ys tem w i l l  be i nadequate upon c ompl e t i on . 

Section 3 . 0  A l te r n a t ives I nclud i ng The p r oposed Ac t i on 

3 . 0 Alternat ives 

3 . 2 . 3  Right of Way C ons i d e r a t i ons 

Mor e i n f orma t i on is needed for a f f ected en t i t i e s  to eva lu a te clear i ng need s ,  

visual impac t s , a nd u se o f  a l te r n a te suppo r t  s t r uc tu r e s . D e sc r i b i ng c l ea r i ng 

r eq u i r emen ts mor e f u l l y  wou ld be bene f i c i a l . Colo Ute shou ld wor k c losely 

with a f fec ted pa r t i e s  concer n i ng these i tems . 

3 . 4 . 2  Ri fle- G r a nd Junc t i on 3 4 5KV , Gr a nd Junc t i on to S h ipr oc k  2 3 0 KV T r a n s ­

m i s s ion L i ne .  

Th i s  sec t i on a nd t a ble 3 . 1 s ta t e s  that t h i s  pr oposa l mee t s  the needs of 

Colo U t e  & P SC , while Western wou ld have to con s t r uc t  a n  add i t i ona l l i ne 

f r om  R i f l e  to S h i pr oc k ,  W e s t e r n  i s  a l r eady plann i ng on new cons truct i on a s  

sta ted i n  Sec . 3 . 7 . 2 . 4  and t a ble 5 . 4 .  

( 2 )  EI S p . 2 - 6  

( 3 )  EI S p . 2 -9 
( 2 )  



Upr a t i ng the C u r e ca nt i -S h ipr oc k  2 3 0  KV l i ne to 3 4 5  KV , i s ver y  d e s i r ea ble , 

a s  i t  ( 1 ) a l l ows the use of ex i s t i ng tower s a nd Ri ght -of-w�ys , ( 2 )  

a l l ows the Colo Ute l i ne to avoid a lmos t a l l  pr ivate l ands i n  Monte z uma 

County , a nd ( 3 )  avoids the undes i r a bl€ and unnece ssary impacts of a t i e  

f r om  t h e  Colo Ute l i ne to t h e  Lost Canyon S ubsta t i on . 

3 . 4 . 8  Ri fle- S a n  Juan 3 4 5  L i ne 

Th i s  sect ion states that by bu i ld i ng the proposed p r o j ec t , western w i l l  

not have t o  cons t r uct new faci l i t i e s . Mon t e zuma County h a s  b€ e n  told that 

Weste r n  will upr a te its 230 l i ne , a nd thus we will not need to bu i ld a tie 

from the Colo Ute to Lost C anyon S ubs ta t i on . Aga i n ,  please clar i fy t h i s  

d i scr epancy . 

3 . 6 . 3  A l t e r na t i ve Tower Des i gns 

There wa s con s i d e r a ble conc e r n  voi ced f r om r e s idents of this a r ea w i th the 

v i su al impacts cau sed by t h i s  l i ne .  Of g r ea t concer n was whe r e  the l i ne 

w i l l  c r os s  the v i ew of the LaPlata Mounta i n s  ( l i ne s ec t i on 3 0 e ) . I t  seems 

that th i s  sect ion of the l i ne , and pos s i bly many for e s ted and woodland a reas 

cou ld be enha nced by the use of H -Fr ame wood structures . Table 3 -4 a  ( p . 3 -3 9 ) 

shows no detr iments for t h i s  t ype of appl i c a t i on .  What c r i ter i a  would ma ke 

these s t r uc t u r e s  impr a c t ic a l ?  The i r  use appea r s  a s  if i t  would b€ preferen t ia l , 

and s hould b€ used whever pos s i ble . 

3 . 7 . 1 . 2 Resou r c e  Ca ta gor i e s  a nd D a te I tem Values 

Human r e sources- I am not i n  a g r eemen t with the values a s s i gned to low 

dens i t y  a r ea s . P r iva te l a nd s  whe re the a ver a g e  t r a c t  s i ze i s  g r ea ter then 

80 a c r e s  has be en g i ven a low i mpact r a t ing . The impact of a l i ne c r os s i ng 

a per sons prope r ty whom has wor ked to pu r c ha s e  a nd/or ma i nta i n  a l a r g e  

tract of proper ty , should not b e  equa ted w i th t h e  impact o n  publ i c  l a nds . 

T h i s  c a t a gor y should b€ g i ven a mode r a te impact r a t i n g . 

Vi sual Resou r c e s - Th i s  i s  a ver y  d i ff icult impac t  to a sses s , e spec i a l l y  on 

the sca le needed for t h i s  s t udy . I r ecommend that v i s u a l  impa c t s  b€ studied 

on the g r ound b€ for e f i n a l  l i ne l oc a t i on .  T h i s  e f for t s hou ld be r equ i r ed 

of Colorado-Ute , a nd be done w h i l e  i n  c lose contact w i th l a nd mana g er s , 

loca l government s , a nd l a nd owner s .  ( I  should note that the study on visual 

impac t s  d one i n  t he Mon tezuma C ounty " corr idor st udy" a l so needs to b€ 

s t r engthened through f i e ld wor k ) . 

( 3 ) 



Sec t i on 4 . 0  A f fec ted Env i r onment 

4 . 6 . 1  Veg i ta t i ve C ommu n i t i e s - Agr i cu l t u r a l  lands ( i nclud i ng p a s t u r e  a nd 

g r a z ing land s )  have been over looked on f i gu r e  4 - 5 a nd f i g u r e  4 - 2 7 . On 

pr i va t e  l a nd s  espec i a l l y  i t  is mor e impor tant to note that the land is u sed 

for g r a z ing then the fact that i t  i s  a mountain shr u b  c ommu n i t y  t ype . 

4 . 9  V i sual Re sou r c e s - poor ly mapped . -see c omments a bove . 

4 . 1 0  Land Use- F i g u r e  4 - 1 1 does not show the f our catagor i e s  of land 

u se d e scr i bed in Append i x  B .  C omme r c i al f or e s t  i s  not mapped . 

-P r ime Farml and s ( P r ime s o i l s  a s  d e s i gna ted by the SCS ) a r e  not shown i n  

Monte zuma County , bu t many a c r e s  of these soi l s  have been mapped b y  SCS . 

- What i s  poten t i a l  c omme r c i a l  for e s t ?  

- C omme r c i a l  for e s t s  o n  pr i vate l a nd s  have been ove r looked ( Fi gu r e  4 - 2 7 )  

- I f  poten t i a l  c omme r c i a l  for estl ands a r e  i ncluded poten t i a l  pr ime farm-

l a nd s  shou ld also be i ncluded (as desc r i bed by the SCS ) . 

- The f ol l owing r e c r ea t i on a r e a s  i n  Monte z uma County wer e  not noted , a l though 

they we r e  w i t h i n  the c or r idor s stud i ed : For k s  Campgr ound , Bauer L a ke , a nd 

J a c k s on Gulch Re servoi r .  

Those a genc i e s  pr epa r i n g  a n  I mpac t S ta tement must r emember to put spe c i a l  

e f fort i nto the lands t h a t  a r e  not mana g ed b y  them- namely t h e  pr i va t e  

l a nd s . T h e  pr i va t e  sector i s  r epea ted l y  l e f t  incor r ec t l y  i nventor i ed , and 

unpr otected . Fed e r a l  ag enc ies have the r e spons i bi l i ty of a s s i s t i ng the publ i c  

i n  the i r  laws of i nc orpor a t i on . T h i s  d ocument i s  ve r y  wea k t h r oug hou t i n  

i ts a n a l ys i s  of t h e  pr i va te sector land s . 

A g r e a t  deal of e f for t has gone i n to the prepar a t i on of t h i s  EI S .  Ba sed on 

the i n forma t i on conta i ned i n  i t ,  a long w i t h  f u r the r r e sea r c h  a nd l oc a l  

c once r ns , I wou ld l i k e to recommend that no t i e  to the L o s t  C a n yon S u b­

s t a t ion is nece s sa r y ,  a nd that a l t e r na t i ve C be choosen t h r ough Montezuma 

C ounty . The l i ne c ons t r uc ted shou ld be a s i ngle c i r c u i t  3 4 5KV l i ne . Montezuma 

County need s add i t iona l system suppor t ,  and would l i k e  to have t h i s  l ine 

bu i l t  as s oon as pos s i ble . T h i s  r e sponse to the E I S  i s  made w i t h  the i ntent 

of impr oving the d oc umen t ,  not delay ing the l i ne . 

S incer ely , //) ( ; 

OW? LW f-cuL/J/� ;; James P a r a d � s� · 

Ene r gy Impac t  Coord i na tor 

Mon t e z uma County P la n n i n g  Depar tment 

JP/gb 



DISTRICT NO. 1 
THOMAS H. BALE 

TeUuride. Colorado 

DISTRICT NO. 2 
FRED B. ELLERD 

PlacervUle. Colorado 

DISTRICT NO. 3 
RAYMOND SNYDER 

Norwood. Colorado 

Mr . William E .  Davis 

B�a rd �f C�ll?ll?issi�l)ers 
COL1J)t}' of Sal) Mi�ucl 

P08t Office BOl[ 548 
TELWRlDE. COLORADO 8 1435 

PboDe (303) 728-3632 

August 18 , 1 9 8 3  

Director , Wes t ern Area Electric 
Rural Electrifi cation Administrat ion 
1 4th and Independence Avenues ,  S . E .  
Washington , D . C . 2 0 2 5 0  

Dear S ir : 

Re : Propos ed Colorado-Ute 
3 45kV power l ine 

GAY II .  CAPPlS 
County Clerk 

DAN WILSON 
County Attorney 

SHAUNA PALMER 
Administrative Secretar)' 

We enc lose the Resolut ion of the Board of Commis s ioners  of San Miguel 
County , Colorad o as a public commen t by our local governing body with respect 
to  the proposed 345kV power l ine which may be con s t ructed by Colorado-Ute 
Electric Association . 

In order t o  explain the contents  an d conclus ions o f  the enclosed Res olu­
t ion , I of fer the following : 

1 .  During extens ive public hearings held b y  the Board o f  Commi s s ioners 
as a result of Colorado-U t e ' s  request for a specia l  use p ermit (required to 
con s t ruct a power l ine in our County ) ,  the Board reques ted that an alternative 
route through the far wes tern port ion of our county be cons idered . Colorado­
Ute refused to make such an analy s i s . The Board based their d e c i sion on the 
belief  that the residents  and vis itors to  our County deserved such an ana ly s i s . 
The Board det ermined that the proposed route would be allowed on ly if no addi­
t ional towers were con s t ructed in that corridor ; i f  add i t ional tower s  or  
s t ructures were to be  built  a far wes t e rn  county route mus t  be cons idered . 
The far west ern area of the county i s  least populated and utilites located 
there would have the leas t impact on our residents and our county . 

Colorado-Ute has appealed , t o our District  Cour t , the Commi s s ioners ' deci­
sion ref erred to above . No decision by the Court has yet been rendered . 

2 .  Colorado-Ute has stated their int ent ion t o  b uild with REA fund s all 
port ions o f  the propos ed 345kV line except that segment pass ing through our 
County . It  i s  my belief that such a plan is for the purpose o f  applying 



Mr . Wi lliam E .  Davis 
Director , Wes tern Area Electric 
Rural Electrification Administra t ion 
August 1 8 ,  1983 

Page Two 

both polit ical and j udicial pressure on the Coun ty s o  that Colorado-Ute may 
ob tain " through the back door" what it could not obtain " through the front 
door . "  

3 .  Colorado-Ut e ,  we believe , is  attemp ting to acquire right s-o f-way 
wid e enough for more than one set o f  towe rs or struc tures . Such acquisit ions 
are mad e by C o lorado-U t e  with fu ll knowledge that the required permits for 
such a power line locat ion are not in hand.  I t  is  my belief tha t Co 1orado­
Ute is  now p l anning for the day that multiple towers and l ines will pass 
through our Coun t y .  It is  the Board ' s  position that any mul t ip le l ine 
permanen t ut il ity corridor should be located in the f ar wes te rn  port ion of  
our coun t y .  

I n  summary , the Board desires that y o u  consider this letter and the 
Board ' s  resolut ion as our evalua t i on of  the EIS and our recommendat ion to REA 
respect to the allocat ion of any fund ing s o  that the cit izens o f  our County are 
pro tected and so that the funds are properly and r easonab ly spen t .  

DEW : ch 
En c l .  

Very truly yours , 



RESOLU T I O N  NO . 1983-42 

WHEREA S ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  H o u s e  B i l l  1 0 4 1 San M i g u e l  Coun t y  (Coun t y )  
h a s  been auth o r i z e d t o  exe r c i s e l and u s e  powe r s  wh i c h  inc lude c oun t y  
r ev i ew a n d  approval o f  the s i t in g  o f  pub l i c  u t i l i t ie s  in a n d  t h ro u gh 
San M i g u e l  Coun t y ;  and 

WHEREA S , t h e  County h a s  previously adop t e d  u t i l i t y s i t i n g  regu­
l a t i ons as p a r t  o f  t h e  Coun t y ' s  land u s e  and zoning c on t ro l s ; and 

WH EREA S ,  t h e  P l an n i n g  Comm i s s ion of San M i guel Coun t y  d eveloped 
and h a s  amended the County Comp rehens ive Mas t e r  P lan i n  o r d e r  t o  provide 
f o r  the m i n i m i z i n g  o f  t h e  impa c t s  o f  u t i l i t y  s i t in g ;  and 

WHEREA S , t h e  B u r e a u  o f  Land Management acknowledged t he Count y ' s  
r o l e  and a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  land use p l a n n in g , e v i d e n c ed by 
t h a t  memo randum of und e r s tand ing d a t e d  Feb r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 7 9  (Attached) ; and 

WH E R EA S ,  an Env i r onmen t a l  Impact S t a tement ( E I S )  h a s  b een p r e ­
p a r e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a 3 4 S k V  t r an s m i s s i on l i n e  p r o p o s e d  t o  be b u i l t  
b y  C o l o rad o - U t e  E l e c t r i c  A s so c i a t i on (Colo-U t e )  which c rosses por­
t i o n s  o f  S a n  Miguel Coun t y ;  and 

�� EREA S ,  t h i s  EIS d e s i gn a t e s  f ive a l t e r n a t ive routes for t h e  
l i n e  thro ugh and over S a n  M i g u e l  Coun t y  a t  page 3-5 4 ;  and 

WH EREA S ,  t he E I S  sugges t s , and t h e  Coun t y  b e l ieve s , on i n f o rma­
t i on and b e l i e f , t h a t  Colo-U t e  i s  a t temp t i n g  to ob t a in r i gh t s-o f -way 
f o r  a p e r manent mul t i p l e  l ine u t i l i t y  c o r r id o r ;  and 

WHEREA S ,  it h a s  been the c o n s i s t e n t  p o s i t ion of the Coun t y  t h a t  
a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t reme W e s t e r n  p o r t ion o f  t h e  Coun t y  
s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  and i s  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  l oc a t ion ; and 

WH EREA S ,  C o l o -U t e  has f a i l e d  t o  eva l u a t e  t he far we s t e rn p o r t ion 
of the County w i t h  r e s p e c t  to an u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  for the 34SkV l ine 
d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  deman d s  made by the Coun t y ;  and 

WHEREAS , all f i ve routes t h a t  have been considered in t h e  E I S  and 
which c r o s s  San Miguel Coun t y  are b ased on the premise that a Norwood 
s ub s t a t ion would b e  bu i l t ;  and 

WHEREAS , t h i s  EIS and o t he r  informa t ion �nd i c a t e  the Norwood 
subs t a t i on may not b e  b u i l t ; and 

WHEREA S ,  as a r e s u l t  the d a t a  on wh i c h  t h e  a l t ernat ive r o u t e s  
w e r e  ana l y z e d  m a y  b e  out-of-d a t e  a n d  b a s ed on inva l i d  a s s ump t ions ; and 

WHEREAS , Colo-U t e  has i n d i c a t ed t h a t  it in t en d s  to b ui l d ,  w i t h  
funding f rom t h e  Rural E l ec t r i f i c a t ion Admin i s t ra t ion , f rom R i f l e ,  Colo­
rado t o  the North boundary o f  t h i s  County and f rom San Juan , New Hexi c o  
No r t h  t o  t h e  South boundary o f  t h i s  Coun t y  w i t h o u t  h aving previously 
reso lved t h e  l o c a t i on of t h e  r o u t e  through San Mi gue l Coun t y : and 

WH ER EA S , t h e  Coun t y  be l i ev e s  t ha t  t h i s  p l anned c on s t ru c t i o n  1 s  un­
r e a son a b l e  and I s  f o r  t h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  of f o r c i n g  the Coun t y  t o  a l l ow  
4 r o u t .  t h � t  s .  lln � c c � r t .b l .  t o  l ll �  Coun t y ;  

7 VT . " r"'4I r .  ' T  1 7  . T <.� \0 r.> . �  � ,  ,,"",U;! " .. " "" -..rn" "f'P1'< I � q � . �  or 
!"-.A.' -: : :� T..L C ... 'l.. .,.-;.,. . (�. :..:- u.,:-1 : 

That the  San  � I �u e l  County Board o f  Coun t y  C�i •• i on e r l  l upport 

a s  p r e f e r r e d  rou t e s , r o u t e s  wh i c h  a re not i d en t i f i e d  in t h e  EIS but wh ich 



l i e  f u r t h e r  we s t  than a l t e rnat ives A-E ; 

FURTHER , the Board r e s o lv e s  t h a t  of t he f ive rout es d e s c r ibed , 

C and D are the least dama g i n g  to the hea l t h ,  s a f e t y , and wel f a r e  o f  

t he c i t i z ens o f  S a n  M i gue l Coun t y ;  

FURTHER , the Board reques t s  that no funds b e  spent b y  C o l o -U t e  

o r  d i s t r i b u t ed t o  Colo-Ute un t i l a l l  neces sary perm i t s  f o r  t h e  c o n-

s t ru c t ion o f  the en t i r e  345kV power l ine a r e  ob t a ined f r om a l l  

a f f e c ted governmen t a l  ent i t ie s . 

()-1" {2 -i 
PAS S ED TH I S  ____ DAY OF -�-'--�(-(..f1"::,�,::",( ,::,,,"'-'---' 1983 . 

ATTES T :  

SHAUNA PALMER, Depu t y  Clerk 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMM I S S IONERS 

OF SAN M IGUEL COUNTY , COLORADO 

FRED H .  ELLERD , Chairman 

'C -\. 
THOMAS HALE , C o mm i s s ioner 

RAYMOND SNYDER , CO�i s s ioner 

Attaclim2n ts :  Bureau of Land Manage!T'eIlt merrorandun of understanding 
Forest Service marorandun of understanding re land Use planning 
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Mr . W i l l iam Dav i s , Dire c tor 
We s tern Area - -Ele c tri c 
REA 

P .  O .  Box "4 " 
He sperus , C o l orad o 81 3 26 
July 29 , 1 98 3  
Phone 5 0 5  334 6695 

Agri cul ture South Bui ld ing , R o om 3304 
Was hington , D .  C .  20250 
Sub j e c t :  C o l orad o 4 6  Ute 

Suppl emental Draft Env i ronmental Impac t S tatement 
D e ar S i r : 
The fo l l owing are c omments on the R i fl e -San Juan 345 kv Prop o s al 
SDE I S  for C o l o -Ute , We s tern ,  and Pub l i c  S e rv i c e  C �  o f  C o l orad o . 

1 . 1 Introduc tion page 1 - 2 , 5th Paragraph ( Para ) . 
S inc e a final EI S on the origi onal propo s al was never i s sued and 
s inc e the Environmental Analy s i s  was a l arge par t o f  the DEI S .  
the rev i e wing pub l i c  o f  the SDE I S  has no knowl edge o f  nor way of 
knowing th e ex tent o f  c orrec ti ons and ans wers to pub l i c  c omments 
on the DE I S  or if the s e  were inc orporated into and c orre c t i ons mad e  
in th e s e  d ocuments . From th e m i s takes in the SDEI S ,  i t  appears 
few c orre c ti ons were mad e i n  the DEI S  or EA . 

I t  would be appropriate to print the pub l i c  c omments on the DEI S  
i n  the final E I S  here s o  that th e pub l i c  would have the benefi t 
o f  � �  ques tions rai s e d  and answers g iven . 

6 th paragraph 
The rev i s e d  pro j e c t  i s  no t b e i ng  revi ewed by La Plata C ounty 
bec aus e no new appl ication or formal c ontac t has been mad e by C o l o ­
rad o�Ute ( C �U ) to th e C ounty . Be c ause o f  this , the revi s ed plan 
has neve r gone be fore the La Plata C ounty Planning c ommi s s i on .  
There h ave been no c oun ty planning mee tings for pub l i c  c omments 
on the pre s ent propo s al . 

1 . 5 . 1  Fed Ac tion A l ternativ e s , Page 1 - 7  
V ar i ous s tipulations f o r  c ons truc tion and operati on- -what are th es e - ­
include here a s ample c opy o f  the BLM G rant o f  Right-of-way and 
a FS Authori : � ing Document . 

1 . 6  Ma j or concerns , and I s sues , page 1 -9 ,  Para # 2 
Acc es s  R oads many times wi l l  no t b e  in the 34 5 - kv l i ne �aw. 
What i s  the to tal e s timated acre age for road s  i n  add i ti on to the 
2025 ha ( 50 0 0 ) acres 345 kv and 50 ha ( 1 250 acres 1 1 5  kv ? 

Para # 3  
� h e  l ine chang e s  l and us e from agricul ture t o  heavy indus trial for 
the ROW. Th i s  paragraph as s umes tha t  agricul ture wi l l  remain a 
v i able anQ. e c onOmi cal u s e  o f  the private l and for th e l i fe of the 
pro j e c t .  



EIS C omments --Sc o tt 
Page 2 

This even now i s  no t the c as e  wi th land us e changing to recreati on 
and s ubd iv i s i on .  The po tenti al use of th is l and for the s e  o ther 
purpos e s  should be add re s s e d . What is the l ine� affe c t  on the 
s al e  value 1 9 83 c o s ts o f  the RO�j land and the f) ffe c t  on sale 
value 1 9 83 c o s ts o f  ad j ac ent land s before and after th e l ine ? 
Sample properties in th e Hesperus are a  c an be used . This i s  
an e nvironmental and s o c i oec onGmit c onc ern shared by a l l  p,rivate 
owne rs . �t is the i r  environment . 

Agri cultural l and s als o h ave the po tenti al to prod uc e c ommerc i al 
timber , the s e  lands have an equal value and s tatus with Fed era l  
C omme rc i al Fore s t  Land s . 

Para 4 
S i nc e  We s tern has a.dm i tted in the s o  c alled s c oping pro c e s s  tha t  
they w i l l  pay n o  property tax re venues to the c ount i e s , e tc , i s  
We s tern s ti l l  g o ing: t o  own from Norwo od v i c ini ty S outh to S an Juan? 
What c ounti e s  w i l l  no t be re c e iving th i s  revenue ? 

1 . 7  Agency Pre ferred Al ternative 
REA h as c onc lud ed ·the pro j e c t  is d e s i rabl e  and ne c e s s ary to that 
REA c an loan or gU2,rante e  the l o an of the many m i l l i ons - -a 
feather in i ts cap . Bas ed on REA ' s  evaluati on and on pub l i c  agency 
i npu t ,  the d e c i s i on was mad e . The C o l orad o Pub l i c  Uti l i t i e s  C ommis s i on 
has no t vet d e termi ned th e ques t i on o f  need . The private s e c tor 
or " PUBL!C " has hac. l i ttl e  i f  any input into th i s  d o c ument and has 
no t been repre s ented fairly or at all by REA . R e a  appears to have 
cut and s tacked i ts own d e c k  to choos e the pre ferred c orri ror . 

2/1 Intro 
If enough partic ipants and thus reas ons for the l ine c an b e  intro ­
duced any type ' o f  l ine c an be needed . In s hort the true PClltpos e  
i s  t o  have a large c �pac i ty l ine to rid C -U o f  i ts exc e s s  powe r 
produc tion from i t�; C raig I I I  Power Plant . Whe re and how wi l l  
C -U g e t  r i d  o f  thi s  Craig I I I  power i f  the Ihe i s  no t bui l t  or i s  
bui l t.  t o  what ent i t i e s  wi ll power be s o l d ?  What i s  the true pri ce 
to the C -U cus tomer? 

2 . 2 . 1  D e s c ription o f  Member Loads 
C -U c an expe c t  req uirements in 1 9 83 to be appro� 7 percent 
above 1 9 8 2 " , inc lud e  here the true s to ry and figure s for the firs t 
s ix months o f  1 9 8 3 . Th e se are no where hear the expe c ted perc entag e s . 
2 . 2 . 3  ltlhat i s  meant by "A large c apac i ty c onduc tor wi l l  be ins tal l e d  
t o  prov i d e  the c apab i l i ty o f  provid ing emergency s upport to Los t  
C any on area loads in add i tion to s erv ing the Duranto Area . " ? 

What i s  a large c apac i ty c onduc tor? Wh ere wi ll thi s (What l ine s egments ) 
c onduc tor be ins tal l e d ?  D o e s  this at s ome future date inc lud e  upgrad ­
ing or bu i ld ing a":new 1 1 5  l ine from Los t  C any on to 
Durang o ?  

If i t  c an prov ide eme rg ency s upport t o  Los t  C anyon why c ould n o t  
Lo s t  C anyon then s upply emergency s upport to L a  Plata Elec tri c ?  
I f  i t  c ould , the expens ive 34 5kv l ine into La Plata C o unty i s  no t 
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required and a more d irec t  route for 345 i s  preferred like along 
the ex i s ting 2)0 We s te rn line . 

2 . ) . 2 . 2 . �ransm i s s i n  of Firming Energy Required 
\�y doesn ' t C � SP purc has e Craig I I I  power plant from C -U 
and build line s egments into Utah to tie  into the grid ? 
This re l i eves C -U from a financ ial burd on and g ives Wes tern i ts 
s ourc e s  of �owe r �  

What d oe s  tve s tern pay to C -U p e r  kw/hour for fJ t m i ng  energy ? What 
d oes C -U charge each o f  i ts member c o ops for l i k e  energy from 
the same s ourc e s . 

2.... ) . 2 . ) . 
I t  appe ars that there has been e x treme over bui lding o f  generati on 
c apac i ty near C raig and Hayd en and that when' Craig I I I  c omes on l ine 
C -U ' s  mi sguided planning wi ll c ome apparent and power wi ll be s o ld 
at bargain bas ement pri c e s  i f  the )45 l ine i s  bui l t .  I s  the 
l ine intend ed to get C -U out of the b ind i t  has g o tten i ts el f  
and REA into ? 

2 . ) . 2 . 5  Trans of energy . • •  

How c an this supplementary power be l ower c os t  than the hydro power? 
Hydro i s  the cheape s t  unless  s ome one l i ke the C -U member is s ubs id iz ­
ing the c oal generati on to bring the pric e l ower . If the huge c oal 
plants had been s iz ed wi thin reas on to the ir load s ervi c e  areas , 
there would not be exc e s s  cheap power avai lable to We s tern and CRSP . 
To what extent are the 14 C OOPS and thet� members of C -U 
subs idiz ing the c os t  of th is cheap power and the fac i l i ti e s  
needed t o  produc e and d e l iver i t ?  

Po or planning on Wes tern ' s  part , over z eal ous growth in power sales 
by Wes tern , and ignoranc e of the true water s upply and demand s of 
the C olo . River Bas in appear to be the real culprits rather than 
a wi sh to maximiz e the Fue l  C ons ervati on Program . If they were 
truly max imiz ing fue l , the Hydro plants would be g oing and c oal 
wouldn ' t  be burning . 

2 . 4 . 1  
What i s  the pres ent ( July 1 98� Status of the Uni ton O i l  Shale Pro j e c t? 

2 . 5  las t Para . 
\ihat portion of the l ine will be paid for by thes e  o ther entitie s ?  
Why should there b e  exc e s s  c apac i ty avai lable s ince C�U i s  not 
chartered in C ol orad o to s upply power outs ide of C ol orad 61 

3 .2 . 1  Pro j ec t  Descripti on Para 3 
Bes ides c os t  wh ich i s  .. an environmental fac tor , why not us e 
a s iTl.gle pole 345 tower? This would require only a 1 0 0  foot 
RO\'J and greatly raduc e to tal environmental impac t .  

The tOYler would have a nonglare c oating t o  red uc e reflec t i on .  Will 
towers when reques ted by Federal agenc i e s  als o  be c o lor anod iz ed 
or painted to blend more environmentally into the l and s c ape? If 
c ounti es reque s t  such c o l ored towers , is C -U/ Wes tern ( C -U�'W) 
and REA agre eable to this ?  
" 
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Para . 4 ,  and Figures 3 - 1 and 3 - 2  
What i s  the h igh e s t  and l owe s t  tower he igh t  t o  b e  us ed i f  the towers 
und er c ons i d erati on average 1 1 5 '  and 1 0 5 ' re s pec t ive ly ? 

Para . 1 3 , page 3 , 8  
I s  C�U g o ing to extend to Los t  C any on or i s  i t  not? They know if 
We s tern i s  g o ing to upgrade and whe� . 

Figure 3 - 3 . � h i s  towe r may be m i s labled - -s hould i t  be 1 1 5  kv 7 
, . 2 . 2  Page 3 - 1 0  C ouns truc ti on M e thod s , Las t para . of s ec t i on 
wbat i s  the c o s t per m i l e  us ing nonc onventi onal methods as 
c ompared to rOD d build ing and c o nventi onal me thods ? 

What agenc i e s , r bo d i e s,  Qr ent i t i e s  c an "no t permi t "  c onventional 
me thod s ?  For what reas ons are they "No t Pe rmi tte d " ?  Wha t type 
o f  terrain d ic tat e s  h e l i c opter c ons truc t i on? Will the gui d e l ines 
in the s e  two d o c uments als o apply to private lands if the land owner 
s o  d e s ires ? ItJi l l  th ey apply i f  the c o unti e s  reques t  them for 
private land s ?  

3 . 2 . 3 .  pag e  3 - 1 0 - 1 1 
"All e as ements acq u i r e d  
c raps and c e r ta in o th e r  
o ther i tems . 
Para 2 

Para 1 
wou ld prov i d e  for payment o f  d amages t o  
i tems d amaged " Lis t i n  full the s e  c er ta in 

Agr i c u l ture i s  poss ibly no t the h ighe s t  and b e s t  u s e  for the l and . 
I s e e  no men t i on of purchase of d e v e lopment right s ?  What are th e 
partic ipant ' s  intent i ons c onc ern ing payment here and for los s of 
s c en i c  easements on Private proper t i e s . Payment s hould be requ�ed 
by REA for private owners for infl i c ting an indus trial z one s trip 
into areas o f  agri c u l tural or s ub d iv i s ion o r , recreation us e .  

Para 3 .  
I ass ume this appl i. e s  t o  pr ivate prope r t i e s  als o , d o e s  i t , REA ? 

3 . 2 . 4 3 - 1 1  Para 1 
Inspe c ti on by c ontrac tors to C -Uj\'l i s  entj r- e ly inade quate and un­
ac c e ptable . e ontinuou� inspe c ti on o f  b o th G overnment and pr�Vate 
l ands sh ould be perform ed s o le ly by e -u/,.v as c ompl i anc e w i th 
env i ronmental regulati ons , gu i d e l ine s , and s tipulati ons c anno t b e  
insured or c orre c ted in a final inspe c t i on . Only preventing 
env ironmental d egrad ati on insur e s  env ironmental protec tion . Onc e' 
a c ompl ianc e i s  broken i t  c an never be m i t igated or c orrec t e d  ful ly 
s o  non-c ompl i anc e of env ironmental conc erns s hould re s t  wi th 
C - Uj\v and REA . I f  non-c ompl i anc e s hould o c c ur , REA by granting 
financ ing as s is tanc e to C -U for c ons truc t i on has to s t ipulate 
that prov i s i ons o f  the SDEIS and Fe i s  will  be me t .  What prov i s i ons 
and bond ing are requ ired by REA to guarantee environmental 
and o ther c onc erns o f  the Final EIS are m e t  on private l and ? 
�fuat rec ours e s  d o  c ount ies  and private ind ividuals hav e  wi th 
non-c ompli anc e of env ironmen tal regulations , gui d e line s and s ti pulati ons ? 
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What is REA ' s  role in this rec ours e ?  C an REA be sued d irec tly _ 

by ind ividuals i f  non-c ompl i ance occurs . 

Para . 2 of s ec ti on page 3 - 1 1 
The c ons truc tion c ontrac tor i s  hired by c-Fft.v and has l i ttle i f  
any bind ing c ontac t wi th federal , s tate or private owners . I t  is 
inc orrec t  and m i s lead ing to s ay in SD�IS that damage would be 
repaired by c ons truc ti on c ontrac tor when the duty and obl igation 
falls s olely on C - U/W and REA . 'l'his  s hould be c orrec ted in the 
Final EIS . C -U�N and REA should be required to moni tor all 
C ons truc tion , - pre : c ons truc tion ,  and pos t  c ons truc t i on and o ther 
aspec ts at all time s . 

3 . 2 . 5  Page 3 - 1 2  Acc es s road C ons t .  Para 2 
Would the �pecifi c  s tand ards for ac c e s s  roads for federal land s 
als o  be granted and used on private l ands if reques ted by the land 
owner . If no t ,  whynot? 

How would pe rmis s i on for the i r  u s e  be obtained . If by negotiati on 
wi ththe land owner , outline the s pec ific s teps used by C -U/W 
in negotiati on and inc lude the legal documents required by 
the FS and BLM and thos e all owed to Private owners . 

para 3 .  
Gates would be ins talled and locked i f  requirea- -required by 
whom? Th0 l andowner 

The fed or s tate body 
C ol orado-Utej\'le s tern 

Nhat type of gate ? What type of brac es t o  prote c t  fenc e ?  
REA ne eds t o  requi re in the Final EIS that Colo . S tate H ighway 
d epartment s tandards be me t : in any fenc e repair or ins tallati on .  

3 . l1 �nergy O onservation , para . 2 
If the parti c ipants and member c o ops have s tud i e d  and encourage 
energy c ons ervation • • •  such as o ff-peak us e o f  h ome appli anc e s , 
why are C -U and i ts members s o  v i olently oppos ed to d emand me ters 
and why d i d  they create an all out war wi th the C ol orac o PUC 
for requi�� ing d emand me ters ? 

This paragraph ne eds c orre c tion . 

3 . 3 . 4 Page 3 - 1 6  
New 1 15-kv transmi s s i ons lines will be required even with the 34 5 
kv l ine to transm i t  the inc re as ed power avai labl e  to member S Ubs tations 
anq to new member S Ub s tati ons and to s ervi c e  areas c reated by and 
after c ons truc tion of the new 345 l ine . La Plata Elec ,tri c  board members 
ijave pbblically , s tated a new l ine will be need ed to Pag o s a  Spring s  
wi thin : 1 0  y ears and are in the proc e s s  of acquiring ROW for 
a new 1 1 5  kv line to ti e in aild' , l o op wi th a new l ine proposed 
by San Migue l POVler":to S i lverton and then next phas e to 
Cas cad e  S Ubs tati o n .  The Fores t Serv i c e  and Bll� are wel l  aware 
of the s e  applications to them . i'Jha t goes here ? Inc lud e  thes e  
proposal s  already o n  the books i n  the Final EIS ! 
Where and what are s ome of the s e  new 1 1 5  l ines ?  Ins tead o f  C -U 
owning the � e  l ines they may be C -U member C o -op owned and bui l t ,  
but they are s ti l l  1 1 5 d i s tributi on lines . 
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3 . 3 . 7  Does the e x i s ting transmi s s i on sys tem have s uffi c i ent 
c apac i ty t o  s upport the outage o f  the propo s ed 345-kv l ine ?  

3 . 3 . 9  3 . 20 - 21 
It i s  a s hame that the C ol o . H ighway Dept and the u ti l i ti e s  do not 
ge t toge ther and lay the l ines d o�� the h ighway s and uti l iz e the 
heat for mel ting snow and i c e  from highways in the winte r .  S urely 
a federal g rant i s  avai labl e  to c over the c o s t .  

3 . 1. 2  1 s t  para 
If we s tern would "Mo s t  l i kely us e one of the al ternative c orri d ors " 
why d o e s  not C ol o -Ute d o  the same in Mont � uma and La Plata c ounties  
l i ke the pre s ent 230 kv route . 

3 . 4 . 4 3 . 4 . 5  3 - 25 
Would mos t l ikely u s e  alternative c orri d ors/ Thi s  i s  s pecul ati on 
and if they would mos t  l i kely us e alternative c orrid ors what are 
they d oing wi th C -U in th ip l oc a ti on ( preferred ) .  C -U 
c an m e e t  La Plata E l e c tric s ne eds wi th at mos t a d ouble c i rcui t 1 1 5  
l ine . 

3 . 4 . 7  
I f  new growth in s outhwe s tern C ol o . has d ecreas ed s inc e Feb . S .  1 98 2 . 
Utes growth pro j e c ti ons in Final EIS have to be c crrec ted to refe c t 
c urrent data and informat i on i n  2 . 2 . 1  and T able 2 - 1  and 2 - 2  an o ther 
plac e s  in th e s tudy . 

3 . 4 . 9  Page 3 - 2 6  1 s t  para . 
Ind epen�ent ac tion creating grea ter overa l l  environmental impac t ?  
I s  th i s  bas ed o n  s pecul atio� s ta tements i n  3 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 4 . 4 . and 3 . 4 . 5 
that l ines would mos t l ike be bui l t  in. al ternate c orrid ors . 
D o e s  3 . 4 . 9  take into ac c ount the propos ed ac ti ons o f  upgrad ing o f  
the 2 3 0  l ine and t h e  add i ti onal propos ed 34 5 l i ne to paral l e l  the 
345 l ine c overed here � Th i s  s hould be added to final �IS . 

2nd para . 
The 345 kv transm i s s i on l ine i s  in the pub l i c  intere s t �  
Th i s  i s  enti rely a sub j ec tive s tatemen t . WhAt pub l i c  and 
h ow i s  i t  in i ts inter e s t ?  Expand on thi s s tatement and al s o  
inc lude who l ike the private l and owner and c us t omers o f  C -U 
who will be s ac ri f i c ed to pay for th e "pub l i c  interes t " . 

3 . 6 . 1  3 � 29 2nd para 
The publ i c  had no input into interagency m e e t ings or n o ti f i c a t i on 
of the s e  me e tings and the pub l i c  s c oping mee tings d i d  no t m e e t  REA ' s  
own requ irements for pub l i c  no t i f i cati o n  and were probab ly i l l egal 
bec aus e o f  this . 

3 . 6 . 2 . 6  para 2 
and Tabl e 3 -4 and figure 3 - 6  
H o w  much bearing d o e s  the fac t that C -U b ough t th i s  s ubs tation s i te 
in 1 9 79 have on the a ttempt t o  j u s t i fy  th i s  par ticular s ubs tation 
l oc ati on and th e s tudy o f  alternative l oc at i ons . 
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Para 6 
S o  what i f  expans i on would require expans i on onto BLM land and 
relocation o f  a c o unty road . The s e  public lands should be us e d  for 
the public �ood and the s e  are no reas on for not expand ing this s i te . 

I 
Table 3 -4 
The fac t  tha t no attempts we re made t o  purchas e o ther subs tati on 
locations s hov� that this loc ation was d e c ided l ong be fore the DElS 
proc e s s  and th e SDEIS jus t attempts to j us t i fy  a foregone c onc lus i on 
and d o e s  not real ly meet I/EPA and CEQ regulations . 

3 . 6 . 3  Alternative tower Des igns 
I �  a c o un�r requi res d ouble c irc u i t  E truc tures and/or c ertain 
s truc t,ures for env i ronmental reas ons in the ir permitting , C -U!W 
wi) l c omply ? REA wi ll require C -u;W to l ive up to and me e t  
C ounty perm i tting requirements ? 

A c olumn f�r 34 5-kv Doub l e  C ircu i t  S ingl e  S te e l  Pol e  i s  ne eded 
in this table for compari s on .  

3 • ? . 1 .  2 3 -4 3 
S inc e ' '' importanc e i s  res erved for the !ind iv idua l  d ec is i on-make r "  
and sinc e  the private land ovmer had n o  partic ipati on in the d e c i s i on 
proc e s s  or a s s igning numeric values , the wh ole pro c e s s  i s  d i s c riminati on 
in the true c iv i l  righ ts vi olation de fini ti ons . 

Land u s e  on non i rrigated c ropland sh ould b e  uprated to H bec aus e 
nonirrigated i s  s o lely the pre s ent us e of the - l and .  Highes t and bes t 
us e po tent ial need c ons iderati on . 

Human R� 3 0urc e s - - Low dens i ty and nons e ttled areas s hould be uprated 
to H als o  s ince potential human res ourc es in the s e  areas have be en 
ignored . 

C ommerc i al fore s t  exi s ts on private l and s  and has no t b e en i d entified 
anywhere in the SDEIS for th e La Plata C ounty are a .  

Recreati on needs adding here - -lihy were no rec reation areas identified 
on private lands . The Hesperus S ki area cross c ountry ski tra i l s  
entend into the preferred Corridor C i n  the L a  Rlata C ounty line 
to the Long Hollow Subs ta tion S egment . The private land in 
s e c tions 4 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 2 ,  1 3 , 1 1 , 14 , and 1 5  T 35 N R 1 1  W ,  N . M .  P . M .  
i s  of high recre ati oal u ti liz ati on in bo th s umme r  and winte r .  
This has b e e n  ignored thus far i n  the E I S  proc e s s  and s hould b e  
inc roporated in the Final E l S . 

2nd para . 
I c ouldn ' t  agree more wi th the s ec tion "C onvers e ly , the c l o s e  prox­
imity of the two l ine s c ould produc e greater impac ts , e tc . 

Table 3 - 1 0  Figure 4 - 5  
Vege tati on ( Re s ourc e Data i tem ) i s  m i s s ing . the "Agr icul tural l ands · 

i s  d e fined und er 4 . 6 . 1 . 1 0 pag e 4 - 1 1 and 4 - 1 2 under main top i c  
Vegetati on , 4 . 6  p ag e  4 -9 . I t  needs to be inc lud e d  here Table 3 - 1 0  
and i n  Figure 4 - 5 . The informat i on s hown on Figure 4 - 5  i s  
entirely wrong f o r  La Plata e ountv for priva te lands for 
a rad i ous of 7 m i l e s  around the 1 0wn of Hesperus . 
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T ab l e  3 - 1 0 Mon�7. uma- La plata C ounty Line to L ong Hollow ( f';!LPCL t o  LH )  
Private land s e ems to havebe en ignored as to G e o l og i c  Haz ard . This  
ne e d s  c orre c ti ng  in the Final EI S .  S e c tion 9 .  T 3 5  H .  R1 1W and 
S e c t i on 1 0  and 1 5  al� o hav e greatly uns tabl e  grounds . 
Tabl e 3 - 1 0  Land U S E: - - add the word "po tential " to c ommerc ial Fore s t  
and add mi lage o f  ac tual Fnre s t  lands o n  B lm and private l ands in : 
al ternativf!> C M-LPCL TO lli .  
Recreat i on ( Human Res ourc e s ) i s  al s o  m i s s ing for priva te lands or 
is th e l i ne to m i s s al l of the m"J 1/4 o f  S e c ti on 15 and all but 
the S �'J 1/4 o f  S e c:Jt i on 9 T 3 5N R1 HJ ,  N . M . P . M .  for Alternative C 
F igure 3 - 1 5 . K\ . /.,/ c L  r&> L /f 
Was F igure 3 - 1 5  used t o  obtain m i l e s  and s c ore for'  tab l e  3 - 1 0 ?  
I f  s o  table 3 - 1 0  ne e d s  re d o ing i n  F inal E I S . F igure 3 - 1 5 - -AII 
alternatives have to be remapped and re d one . S ubs tat i on l o c a t i on 
on all i s  3 to 6 m i l e s  too far North . 

Figure 3 - 1 5  shows graph i c al ly apparent man�pulation as far as al ter­
nat ive c reati on to obtain th e preferred . D i s tanc e means expens e 
and more impac t s o  why i s  al ternative c the only one that d i ag onals ?  
All o thers h ave s traight l ine s wi th bas i c a l ly 9 0 � c orners . T o  be 
truly al terna tive s ,  A , B ,  . and E sh ould c ut out 9 0D turns and d i ag onal 
als o  to mak e them c ompe ti �ive and c omparabl e  to obtain the bes t 
route . 

3 . 7 . 2 . 5  Alte�nat ive c page 3 - 64 q C omm erc i al fore s t  s h ould have �p o tential added be fore i t  and C ommerc i a l  
Fore s t  on BLM land and Private l and should b e  add ed t o  m i l e age . 

4 . 5 . 4  Upne :r;: C o l o . 3 rd para . ... 4 ' � J3  ?--rvl loArz;{ 
B e c au s e  Ve l 1d� are small and q ua l i ty may be poor the s e  wel l s  and 
groundwater are many times u s ed for d omes t i c  and s tock watering 
purpos e s . The effe c t  o f  blas ting in p i e r  exc avation 
and m i t igation measures for d i s rupt i on o f  we l l  and spring water 
supply needs addre s s ing s omewhe r e  in the Final E I S . 

F igure 4 - 5  
tJ� ing th e SDEIS ovm d e finiti on o f  Agr i c ul tural l ands 4 . 6 . 1 . 1 0 page 
4 - 1 1  Figure 4 - 5  for Moni ez uma and La Plata c ount i e s  i s  in e rro r .  
The c r i teria es tab l i s hed i n  4 . 6 . 1 . 1 0 s h ould s how muc h  more private 
agr i c u l  ture l and s in the fl.anc os . r'lanc os H i l l  to Hes perus are as . 
Map ne e d �  re d o ing and m i l ag e s  on tab l e s  and c orridor s egme nts 
a l l  require redo ing wi th c orrec t data . I i nv i te and s ugge s t  
that REA d o e s  an ons i t e  survey o f  the H e s pe rus v ic in i ty as 
th e i r  information i s  wrong for Figure 4 -5 .  SDE I S  Figure 4 - 1 1  
als o po ints out how wrong 4 - 5  i s . 4 - 1 1 ne e d s  c orre c ting by ad d ing 
more agr i c u l ture land s i n  H e s perus v ic inity 

D o e s  the map show manipulati on o f  fac t to graph ic ally and fic t i onally 
f i t c ri teria to REA ' s  and part i c i pants d e s i red resul ts . 

C oni fer-aspen s hould have the word po tential added as map d o e s  
n o t  r e fl e c t ex i s ting c ond i ti ons in L a  Plata C ounty .  Mountain 
sh rub in H e s pe rus '! i c ini ty should be Agric u l ture by d e fini t i on 
4 T 6 . 1 . 1 0 or s hould b e  C onifer-aspen i f  th e Defini t i on " Potential 
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to produce c om..'"Oerc ial timber01 . 6 Ma j or � onc erns and I s s ue s  page 1 -9 
is u s ed as i t  was on Nati onal Fore s t  Land . 

Figure 4 - 1 0  Land Ownership 
S tate Land s s h ould be added to g ive an acc urate p i c ture o f  ownership . 
Ind ian R e s ervati on Line s d o  no t refl e c t  c 1lrrent S ou thern Ute Ind i an 
R e s erva t i on . BLI\! owne rs hip maps for Mon1e.z uma and La Plata C ounty 
sh ould b e  u t i l i z ed to c orre c t th i s  Figure 4 - 1 0 . 
Mos t i nformati on obtained for c orrid or purpos e s  from thi s  
for th e s e  c ount i e s  c ould b e  wrong . Pre ferred Alternative 
to LH i s  entire ly wrong for owners h i p . S e e  and c orrec t  
and 4 - 83 , Figure 4 - 29 . 

Figure 4 - 1 1  

figure 
C M-LPCL 
4 - 8 2  

M o r e  agr i c ul ture l and ex i s ts i n  the H e s perus -Thompson Park v i c inty - ­
add t o  map . 
The Hesperus S k i  area on private l and s i s  als o i n  the � area and 
ne e d s  t o  b e  added to th e map . 

Fl o od plain are as are expand e d  c omple te ly out o f  proportion i n  La 
Plata C ount'J are a  wi th flo odplains marked being over 800 f e e t  ,high . 

4 . 1 0 , '4 Potent ial to produ c e  c ommerc i al timber 1 . 6 Ma j or C onc e rns 
and I s su e s  pag e  1 -9 and h ere "Po tent i al c ommerc i al fores t value 
are i d enti fe id in the c orrid or profi l e s  i n  Sec ti 6n-4 . 1 2 . " 

In the s e  profi l e s  po tenti al c ommerc ial fore s t  should b e  identified 
als o on BLr� and Private l and s i n  the Hesperus -La Plata C o unty are a . 
Al ternative C M -LPCL to LH c ro s s e s  already fore s ted l and 
in S e c t  9 and 1 5 T 35M , R 1 1�·J . Figure 4 - 1 9  should b e  c orre c ted for 
all s egments . 

4 . 1 0 . 6  
R e c reation Re s ourc e s  ne eds  to have Private R e c re a t i o n  R e s ourc e Areas 
s u c h  as H e sperus Ski Area added to thi s  top ic , add e d  t o  table 4 -9 , 
and to 4 . 1 2 profile s egments . 

Figure 4 - 29 

A t  no p o int d o e s  s egment 3 2  a i n  real i ty g o  b e l ow 8 , 0 0 0  fe e t  e leva t i on 
a s  i t  d o e s  i n  Figure 4 - 29 . The e leva t i on s c ale for s egment 3 2 c  
i s  o ff many plac e s  by s everal hundred fe e t- -c orre c t the s e  

Vege tative c ommun i t i e s  for 3 2c ne ed c orre c ting .  There are s egments 
labled MS that are CA . Much l abled SG should be AG . 

Human R e s ourc e s , 3 2 c  needs to have Rec reati on e ntered for S e c t i on 
1 5  and s e c t i on 9 T35NR l l W ,  N . M . P . M .  

Human res ourc e s  s h ould have a med i um d ens i ty add ed . 80 A c re l imit 
d e terminati on had no private input into c r i teria meaning no Public 
input . 
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Land Ov.'Tlership l i s ted for 32c Fi�ure 4-29 are inc orre c t .  32c shows 
only 1/2 mile  o f  c ontiguous P .  lhis  is  impos s ible . C orrec t  thi s  
us ing ELM owner�hip maps c overing thi s  s egment . There i s  a mile  
of s tate land in  this  s egment wi th s everal d i s c onnec ted Public 
�rac ts as we l l  as private . 

Agricultural areas Figure 4-29 There are more nonirrigated than 
are shovm in 32c . . 0, • • • • : 
Recreational R e s ources  3 2c ne eds to s how Hesperus Ski Area for 
alpine and c ross  c ountry cours es and winter and summer recreation 
in s e c ti ons 4 , 9 ,  1 0 , 1 1 , 1 2 ,  14 , 1 5  T35N R 1 l1:/ .  

C ommerc ial fore s t  with s tand ing tre es exi s ts in Seg 32c . 1his is 
not sho\m in �igure 4 - 29 and ne eds tp �e added . If  potential 
c ommerc ial f ore s t  i s  used on private �as ed on the U . S . FOREST 
S rvic e  cri teria for 32a , Figure 4 - 29 , then mos t of Seg . 32c has 
commerc ial fores t .  No t to inc lude it here would c ons titute d i s ­
crimination agains t private owners and coul d c ons ti tute a c iv i l  
rights vi olation.  

Segments 32a , 3 2c , and 3 2b would c ros s or run in full view of 
US 1 60 or C o l orad o 140 so ne ed to be c overed here . �hey are 
ad j acent to the h0 � .  -
If s eg 32c cros s e s  Highway Colorad o 140 before cross ing the La Plata 
river i t  wi ll  be cross ing Fort Lewis Agricultural Experiment 
S tation property . This  ne eds to be added  to Ownership . 

5 . 2 . 3  Page 5-5 
Dis cuss  what c ons titu tes  c lo s e  s uperv is i on of cons truc ti on ac tiv i ti e s . 
Promoting re turn of the affe c ted areas to a non-erodible c ond i ti on 
i s  not ac ceptable on private lands . A guarantee to s top eros i on 
i s  required in the Fe is  for these  lands . 

5 . ; . 1 .  page 5-1 0 
Spi llage and d i s c ard ing of oils  should be prohibi ted by REA on or 
off of c orrid or s egments . 

5 . 4 . 4  page 5 . 1 7 
M-LPCL to LH - -There is  more c onife r-as pen vege tation than l i s ted 
here . ..  'he 9 . 6  kIn is Dnly Fore s t  Servi�e  G round in 32a . Vege tative 
c ommunities  e tc . map J igure 4-5  needs � orrec ting .  3 2c has s everal 
miles  of s tand ing timoer . Figure 4 - 28 needs  sUbs tantial changes 
mad e to refl e c t  on s ite veri fication . 

5 . 4 . 5  Page 5-19  2nd para . It  i s  good to s ee menti on of increas ed 
ero s i on potential . This  is  a maj or impac t to private land s . REA 
will require C -U,/I'J to mi tigate and c ontrol this eros i on on private 
land s  b� us ing a s traw mulch , sheep-footed in until a res eeded ground 
c over is  obtained to c ontrol eros i on naturally . 
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Para 3 
al s o  b e  
require 
th e R Ol'1 
than on 

Para 5 

REA rec ogni z e s  that Dome s ti c  l iv e s tock p opula ti ons wi l l  
affe c ted ty removal o f  C OV eT  and fo od re s ourc e s  and wi l l  
the par t i c ipan ts to c ompens a te private land owners bec aus e 
s iz e  and affe c ted area wou ld be greater on private lands 
Fed e ral or Ind i an land s - - i n  propor ti on . S tat e  s o  in Final EIS . 

The vune rab i l i ty t o  i nvalj i ng  we e d  s pe c i e s  aff e c ts private land s 
even more than pub l i c . i s c us s  wha t  i s  me ant by " proper rec lama t i on 
t e c hniqu e s 1land l i s  t the s e .  in · th e f i nal E I S . 

5 . 4 . 6  ' C umulative 

Para 2 A c ompreben£ ive s tudy of s egments c ov e re d  in Figure 4 - 29 
n e e d s  to b e  hand l e d . � h i s  n e e d  was reque s ted in the s c o p i ng  proc e s s  
by l e tters t o  R e a  date d  January 27 , 1983  and sent aga i n  after 
the so cal l e d  Du rang o S c oping mee ting . The ma j o ri ty o f  th e 
c onc e rns we re no t c overed . 

Para 3 T h i s  paragraph s h ould be d e l e ted . Pe rmanent d i s turbance 
o c c urs for private land on and ad j ac en t  to al l o f  the ROW eas ements 
and acc e s s  r 0 3 d s . Us e is re s tr i c ted c omp l e tely to only th o s e  
al l owed by C - U!lol and ad j ac ent prop e r ty value i s  forever d imini s hed 
i n  th e mountain are as . 

5 . 4 . 7  
Fe a thering i s  t o  be guarante e d  by '\EA on Pr iva te l and s on wh i c h  
ac tual o n  the gro und �on i f e r -aspen c ommun i t i e s  e x i s t ? T h i s  s h ou l d  
b e  a req u i rement by R�A . i n  th e F i nal E I S . 
5 . 5 . 3  Loc ki ng the gates v� l l  no t prevent tre s pas s and i l l egal 
hun t i ng bec aus e th e pOVle rl i ne Rmo! wi l l  prov i d e  e asy i l l ega l ac c e s s  
o n  b o th pub l i c  and priva te l and s . Th i s ROT,: opens the f l o o d  gate 
t o  numerous i l l egal ac t iv i ti e s . REA wi l l  req u i re C - U!,-J t o  mi tigate 
th i s  inc onveni enc e t o  private owners by pay i ng  legal fe e s  requ i r ed 
t o  pro� e c u te tre s pas s e rs and vand a l s  on and o ff the RG:"J b o th during 
c o ns truc t i on and afte r .  

5 . 5 . 5 p o i n t s  out th i s  improved a c c e s s  and mentions ac tiv i ti e s  
pth e r  than hunting . T h e  word s " and unlawful " s h ou l d  b e  add e d  b e fore 
hun t i ng and afte r Lawful in th i s  s e c ti o n  t o  appropri a t e ly d e s c ri b e  
t h e  true c i r c ums tanc e s  as d o e s  5 . 8 . 1 wh i c h  po i�ts o u t  adv e rs e  
e ffe c ts o n  c ul tural r e s ourc e s . T h e  l i ne i s  an invas i on o f  privacy 
and prope rty righ ts on priva te l and s . 

Add h e re a s tateclht l i ke that found i n  5 . 8 . 7  2rld para . 
I s ugg e s t  " T h e  primaD' unav o i dab l e  advers e impac t would res u l t  
from i n c reas e d  vandal i sm and tre s s pa� t o  property mad e more ac c e s s ab l e  
by ac c e s s  roads . Improved acc e s s may attrac t i nd ividuals s e eking 
to d i s turb or harm private prop e r ty . Lim i ti ng  th e u s e o f  acc e s s  
roads would l e s s e n  the impac t b u t  no t c ompl e t e ly e l im inate i t o ' 
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5 . �7 Advers e effec ts Para 1 
De fine c omplete ly in this paragraph the term "Temporary Dis tarbanc e " .  
5 . 8 . 1  Para 1 
This paragraph po ints out the invas i on of public and private lands 
and d .imin/ $' hi on of owne rs rights through tre s pass . It  should be 
e as i ly expand ed to  mos t things besides  cul tural res ources . 

5 . 8 . 5  Sec ondary Impac ts 
Vandal ism and the ft  becaus e of the ROW i s  a maj or c onc ern of the 
private owne r .  Discu� s  proc edures C�U/hf intends to us e to preve t 
vandal ism  to private property during and after c ons truc ti on and 
maintenanc e .  

5 . 8 . 7  Adve rs e Impac ts Para 2 
G o od paragraph . Lnat me thods ( l i s t  them ) are to be us ed in limi tirlE 
the use  of ac c e s s  roads . 

8 . 9 . 1  
Surfac e mining and s urfac e us e on private lands wi ll  be affec ted 
by the l ine . �'Ji ll e -U!d be required by REA to move the l ine at 
th eir  ovm expen2 e i f  i t  is  requ i red by the mineral ovme r in  order 
to extrac t  minerals on private land . This �? a requirement on fed �  
eral lands and the private ovmer should b e  guarante ed the same by 
REA . 

Agriculture Para 3 
Land can c or. tinue to be cul tivated under  the towers but s ome land ­
ovmers may not find i t  prac tical . Li s t  here the reas ons this would 
not be prac tical . and why owners would be inc onvenienc ed . 

5 . 9 . 3  Migigation , 2nd para . 
l i s t  here pos s ible examples of res olutions to an energy leas e ­
transmis s i on l ine c onfli c t .  

Does  "affected parties " als o mean private land and mineral owners . 
Para 4 . 
d e fine thoroughly what c ond i tions are meant by "where prac t i .cal . "  
and prac tical to whom? The private land o�ner l  

Add after repai red , the words "to as good a s  o r  better c ondi tion 
than exis ted before c ons truc tion"  

Para 5 
After "dis tu.rbances " add "to  the future us e of the farm land by 
the land owner . "  

5 . 9 . 4 M-LPeL to LH P .  5-48 
When the recreati on , c ommerc ial fores t ,  agricul ture and 
cropland mil eages and figure s are c orrected for the preferrsd 
alternative "e · ,  th is s ec t i on may change s ubs tanti ally . 
It  should be correc ted . 
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5 . 9 . 5  Ad verse Impac ts 
The impact c o uld be min im i � ed ,  will it b e ?  Expand by l i s ting s p e c i fi c s  
on h o w  S - U,.I\'J wi l l  minim i �, e  impac ts o n  private lands . More than 
79 3 acres o f  c ommerc i al fore s t  w i l l  be removed-as th i s  s tudy 
id entified l i ttl e to no c ommerc i a l  fo re s t  on private land s 
and m i s s ed much for BLM . 

5 . 1 0 � 1  G e neral Impac ts , Las t para . 
Ac c e s s  R oads . . .  c reate new ac c e s s  • • •  increas ing recreati onal oppro - ;1 
tuniti e s . Add here "and oppro tuni ties for tres s pass and vand al i sm . 

5 . 1 0 . 3  Mi t igation 
D i s cuss  here the c onc ept of nego t iations wi th private land o�ners 
Li s t  the s tep by s tep pro cedure . Include s ampl e c op i e s  o f  
eas ement and R o \'J forms for F S  and BLI'ri and Priva te Lands . 
D i s cu s s  c o nd emnati on proc edures for bo th C ol � and N .  Me x .  

2nd para . 
Who and wha t are the appropr iate adm ini s tering agenc i e s  that 
would be involved on private land ? Is  the land owne r included here ? 

5 . 1 0 . 4 S l t . C or Impac t c om .  page 5 - 53 
M-LPCL to LH 
Alternative C cros s e s  the He s perus S k i  area l ocat ion . I f thi s  i s  
no t a R e creati on area pe rhaps REA needs t o  res truc ture i ts c r i te r i a  
and ad d private re creati on area� where th e ir ac t : o ns h e r e  wi ll 
hav e  muc h larger s oc i oe c onomic .mpac ts . 

Thi s  re c reation area was poi nted out in the s c oping proc e s s .  
Al ternative C i s  h igh Dens i ty when s everal hund red people uti l i z e 
the l o cati on daily . 

5 . 1 1 . 1  D i rec t Impac ts 
Short term impa c ts from payments to land owne rs . REA i s  required 
als o  t o  mention the s oc i oe c onomic impac ts more long term to 
pr ivate owners of inab i l i ty to us e as c olateral for loans the 
e as ement and ROW prope rty , the r e s ul ting loss of total moni tary 
value of the ad j o ining property e s pec ially at t ime o f  s ale , th e 
locking o f  the RO\,! into an indus trial type of land us e for the l i fe 
of the pro j ec t ,  th e l o s s  of c onve rting to ROhl to 'Other us e s  by 
the private ovmer . Inc onveni enc e and d anger as pointed out in 5 . 1 3 . 2  
5 . 1 3 . 3 ,  5 . 1 3 . 4  als o are a d i re c t  and s e c ondary impac t .  

Anti c ipatory Impac ts : The l o s s  moni tari ly , t ime wi s e , and me ntally 
and phy s ically to the private land owne r  in d eal ing with C -U;W and 
REA and the mul ti tud e o f  mee ting s , hearing , PUC pro c e s s e s , moni t o�ir� 
o f  c ons truc t i on ,  and general invas i on of privacy and property 
ri ghts are e x a�ple s . R ead ing the EA , DEI S , and SDEIS for wh ich 
fed e ral agenc i es are c ompens ated as they we re for wri ting and 
c ommenting on , i s  als o a S Ubs tantial l o s s  t o  the private ownr . 
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C ompens ati on for the private t ime required in Anti c ipatory pro c e dures 
and impac ts is req uired of C -U/W and REA for the Private Owner . 

S inc e S eptember 1 9 79 any private land owner pos s ibly t o  be im-
pac ted has t o  b e  c overed in the finalEIS . The � e  pe ople and the i r  
rights were ignored thus far by REA even when civ i l  r ight� and equal 
r�ghts p o � s ibl e v i ol atio ns by REA we re cal l ed to que s tion . 

C orre c t  this problem . I f  i t  i s  not d one i t  will  cons ti tute 
d e l iberate vi olation o f  c iv i l  rights and prope rty rights . by 
REA and C -V//'J . 

Para 2 
"payment would bene fi t "  but i s  i t  a fai r  and j us t  payment s inc e 
i t  i s  a one t ime payment when Fe d eral land s rece ive a yearly 
payment and man� many pro tec ti ons ? C an a fai r  and j us t  payment 
be obtained w i thout s pend ing the ma j or i ty o f  it on attorney 
fe e s  to ge t payment? v.That amount of the payment will  be requ i red 
to forc e C -U/W to l ive h .  to the obl igati ons for pro te c ti on to 
land outl ined in the Final EIS . 

rJe s tern t s abs enc e i s  obvious • .  C - UjPSC pay tax e s ; �Je s te rn d oe s  no t .  

The c ount i e s  l i ke La Plata and Mont �'l uma ,J,;e re 
and operate the l ine wi l l  not re c e ive taxe s .  
out th e areas of l ine to be owned and op�ted 
was po inted out in the la� t s o  c al l ed S c oping 
and l evel wi th the publ i c . 

5 . 1 1 . 2  

We � tern w i l l  ovm 
� EA sh ould po int 
by We s tern a s  
mee ting in Durango 

Shared o\me rs h i p  and operation o f  the l ine i s  not the final re s u l t . 
C - U  and vJe � te rn will take over s pe c i fic porti ons o f  the line for 
owne rs hi p  and ma intanenc e .  This s ec t i on and table 5-1 i s  inva l i d . 

Para 2 
C iv i l  rights o f  private property o�ners have probab ly already been 
v i o l ated b y  R�A ; Further v i o lati on wi l l  c ons t i tute d e l iberate 
v i o la ti on .  

5 . 1 2 . 3 �5 l l  the s tandard s s e t  out i n  the Nati onal Fore s t  land s c ape 
Manae em ent U t i l i ty  Handbook USDA 1 975 and in �he Env iron�ental 
C r i te r i a  for e l e c tr i c �' �an�m i s s i on Sys tems USDA , SUD I be uti l i z e d  
o n  private land at t h e  land o�ne rs reque� t? REA ne e d s  to s tipulate 
th i s  c ompl ianc e . 

Non spec ular towe rs e tc .  would be u ti l i z ed . D o e s  this inc lud e 
c o lor anod iz e d  me tal to c arr ouflage even furthe r .  I f  no t i t  s h ould 
be s tipulated by REA in the Final ElS . 

Do th e area� o f  h igh v i s ual ' � �ns i tivi ty where us e o f  al ternative 
d e s ign � truc tu res wi ll be����o inc lude private land s and land owner 
reque s ts . R EA should s tipu l a te t o  th i �  for C - U/W .  
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5 . 1 2 . 4 M-LPCL t o  LH 
Alternative C .  C r o s s e s  near or through the He s pe rus Ski Are a . 
�hi s s e c t i on i s  wrong . 

5 . 1 3 . 1  and 5 . 1 3 . 1 . 1 REA s hould r equi re preventi on o f  we t weather 
i nterfe renc e .  

5 . 1 3 . 2  5 . 1 3 . 3  C o l orado -Ute has not c ompl i ed w i th R EA !ul l e tin 62 . 4  in 
the pas t on i ts pre s en t  line s o  why should C -U b e  expe c te d  to now .  

5 . 1 4 Cumulative Impac ts 
2nd para . 
Mapc o C ons truc t i on i s  no t c ompl e ted as c l e an up and res toration i s  
n o t  fini s hed thr e e  y ears after l ine was laid . 

5 . 1 5  After "pro j e c t "  the las t word o f  firs t s entenc e  add word s 
· on private l and s " .  

I s  plan o f  c ons truc tion " operati on , and rehab i l i ta ti on to be prepared 
for private l ar.d s t o  c over s i te specific s ti pulati ons to b e  plac ed in 
t he R OV! and e a::: eMent d ocuments for private land s ?  I f  no t ,  Why ? 
REA could find i t� e l f  i n  a c iv i l  and equal r igh ts v i o lation .  
2nd para . I s  the l ead agency REA to ins ure " that e s s ential e omm i t­
ments are c arri e d  out and mi t igation measures performed on 
private l and s "  als o .  

I f  s o , add th e word s " on b o th government and private l and s " after 
"mi tigation measure s periormed . "  ( 2nd Paragraph ) If no t ,  Vi'hy 7 
�he m i t igati on plan reques ted by REA s h ould inc lud e and c ove r 
through ly a l l  private l and s c ro s s ed by the l ine s o  that private 
l and s and owne r :,  c an b e  on an equal bas i s  wi th g overnment land s 
and agenc i e ::: . 

The measures on 5 - 7 2  through 5 . 84 sh ould be revi s ed and c orrec ted 
t o  r e fl e c t  c hange s  in tex t and c ontent of the SDEIS when mad e  
F inal . 

The Final E I S  Document i s  the way the pro j ec t  sh ould be , 
Wha t happens i f  C -UjI'l - d o  not me e t  c ommi tments ou tined in the 
d o c ument . P. EA has a c ommi tment to private owners to G uarantee 
that th e i r  ( REA ' S ) ac t i bns o f  financ i ng  or guarantee ing financ i ng  
w i l l  prevent d e s truc ti on e nvi ronmentally and e c onom i c ally o f  
private property c ros s ed . REA i s  u l t imate ly r e s pons ible . 
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R E : S G P P L E M � � T A L  D R A F T E \ V E R C N M E NT A L  I M P A C T  ST A T E M E NT ( SD E I S ) 
F O R  T H E  R I F L E T o  S � N J U A N  345-KV T R A N S M I S S I O N L I N E  AN D 
A S S O C I A T E D  F A C I L I T I E S ,  C A T E D  J U N E  1 983 

A s  A � E M B E R  OF T H E  i U N N I S O N  C O U N T Y  R U R A L  E L E C T R I C  A S S O C I AT I O N 
A N D A C :l IJ S U M E R O F  E L E C T R I C I T Y  I N  T H E C O L O R A D O - UT E S Y S T E M ,  I S U B M I T  
T H E F O L L O W I N G C O M M E N T S O N  T H E  S U B J E C T  SD E I S . 

My P E R S O N A L  A N D  P R I M A R Y  C O N C E R N I S  T H A T T H E  N E E D F O R T H I S  
p r O P O S E D P R O J t: C T H A S  N O T B E E N  J U S T I F I E D ,  A N D A S  A C O N S U M E R  M Y  
E L E C T R I C  F A  T E S W I L L  B E  U N N E C E S S A R I LY I N C R E A S E D . T H E R E  A R E  
T H R E E  E N T I T I E S I N V O L V E D I N  T H I S  P R O P O S A L  ( C O L O R A D O - UT E , 'NJ.. P A , 
A ND P S C ) W I T H T H R E E Q U I T E  D I F F E R E N T S E T S C F  N E E D S .  VJH I L E I T  
M A Y  8 E  T F\ J E T H A T  T H E  345 KV L I N E  C A N  S A T I S F Y  T H E S E  N E ED S ,  I T  I S  
A L S O T R U E  T H A T ,  A S P R 0 P O  S E C , C O N S U M E R S I N T H E C O L  0 P A D 0 - UT E 
S Y S T E � W I L L  E N D u P  S U B S I D I Z I N G C O N S U M E R S  E L S E W H E R E .  T H E R E  S E E M S  
T O  H A V E  B E E N  N O  A T T E M PT T O  F I N O E I T H E R  A L E A S T C O ST S O L uT I O N T O  
E V E R Y C N E S  N E E D S O R  T O  D E V I S E A N  E Q U I T A B L E  A L L OC A T I O N O F  C O S T S 
B A S ED O N  E X P E C T E D B E N E F I T S  T O  E A C H  P A R T Y . L E T M E  B E  M O R E  S P E C I F I C .  

I N  C H A PT E R  3 ,  " A LT E R N A T I V E S  I N C L U D I N G T H E  P R O P O S E D  A C T I O N "  
A N U M B E R  O F  A L T E R N A T I V E S  A R E  D I S M I S S E D  B E C A U S E T H E Y  0 0  N O T 
I N D I V I D U A L L Y  S A T I S F Y  A L L  T H E  N E E D S O F  A L L  T H E  P A R T I E S .  T H I S  I S  
A S H A M .  N o  A T T E M PT S E E M S T O  � A V E B E E N  M A D E T O  C OM B I  N E  A F E W  O F  
T H E S E A ND OT H E R  PO S S I B I L I T I E S S O  A S  T O  C R E A T E  V I A 8 L E  A L T E R N A T I V E S  
T H A T  W O U L D  S A T I  S F Y  A L L N E E D S .  F O R E X A M P L E , T H E T W I C E D A I  L Y  
P E A K I N  G 0 F T H E  : 0 L O R  A D O - U T  E L O A  0 I S A P  R I M  A R Y C A U S E 0 F I T S 
C A P A C I 7 Y  P R O B L E M S ,  Y E T  L OA D L E V E L I N G  B Y  D E M A N D  O R  T I M E O F  D A Y  
P R I C I N G O R  OT H E R  M E A N S  I S  D I S M I S S E D . NE PA R E Q U I R E S  T H E A N A LY S I S 
O F  A F U L L  R A N G E  O F  R E A S O N A B L E  A L T E R N A T I V E S .  T H I S  D O E S  N OT S E E M  
T O  H A V E  B E E N D O N E . T H E  ST A N D -A L O N E  A LT E R N A T I V E A P P R O A C H  I S  
S I M P L Y N O T R E A S O N A B L E ,  A N D  R E A S O N A E L E C O M B I N A T I O N S  O F  T H E  S I M P L E  
A L T E R N A T I V E S  H A V E  B E E N I G N O R E D . 

T H E  S T R O N G E S T J U ST I F I C A T I O N F O R  T H E  345 KV L I N E S E E M S  T O  
C OM E  F R O M  WA PA N E E D S .  F O R  S E V E R A L  Y E A R S  WA PA H A S B E E N S T U D Y I N G 
I T S  P R O B L E M S .  I T S D E C I S I O N T O  G O  W I T H T H E  P R E S E N T  P R O P O S A L M A Y 

H A V E  B E E N S T R O � G L Y I N F L U E N C E D  B Y  T H E  E C O N O M I C  A D V A N T A G E S  O F  T H E  
S U 8 S I D  Y B Y C O L  0 R A D O - UT E M E M  B E R S • N o  A N A L Y S I S I S I N C L U 0 E D  I N 
T H E SD E I S  O F  A L T E R N A T I V E L I N K S  I N  T H E  W E S T E R N  ST A T E S  G R I D  S U C H  
A S  A L I N E F R O M  C R A I G/H A Y D E N  T O  S A L T  L A K E  C I T Y .  S UC H  A L I N K 
M I G H T W E L L  B E  M O R E  B E N E F I C I A L  T O  T H E  R E G I 8 N T H A N  T H E R I F L E/ 
S A N  J U A N  L I N K .  W A P A  S U R E L Y H A S T H I S  K I N O O F  A N A L Y S I S A V A I L A B L E 
A S  W E L L A S  A N A L Y S E S  O F  O T l-l E R A L T E R N A T I V E S  T O  M E E T  I T S  N E E D S .  
WH Y I S  TH I S  V A S T B OD Y O �  I N F O R M A T I O N I G N O R E D ?  
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S D E I S  

J U S T I F I C A T I O N F O � C O L O � A D O * U T E I S  B A S E D O N  A C A P A C I T y 
S � O P T F A L L  I N  S O U T H  W E S T E � N  C O L O R A D O  A S  S H O W N  I N  T A B L E 2 - 5 . 
T H I S A N A L Y S I S O V E R L O O K S T H E O B L I G A T I O N  o r  W A PA T O  D E L I V E R  P O W E R 
T O  T H I S A R E A . A. N U M B E R  o r  R U R A L  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E S N O W I N  
T H E  C O L O � A D O - U T E S Y S T E M W E R E  P R E r E R E N C E C U S T O M E R S  I N  T H E C O L O R A D O 
R I V E R  S T O R A G E  P O W E R  S Y S T E M .  WH E N  C O L O P A D O - UT E W A S F O R M E D , I T  
A S S U M E D T H E S E P R E F E R E N C E R I 3 H T S F O R  D E L I V E R Y o r  P O W E R . T H E  
SO E I S o 0 E S N O T 0 I S :: U S S T H E C U R R E N T  S T A T U S 0 F" A G R E E M E N  T S C O N C E R N  I N G 
A M O U N T  A N D P O I N T o r  D E L I V E R Y s r  P O W E R  B Y  WA P A  T O  C O L O R A D O - UT E ,  
A N ;) H E N C E T H E  S I M P L I S T I C  A "< A L Y S I S  o r  T A B L E 2 - 5 I S  I " V A L I D . 
� U R T H E  R M 0 R E ,  N O  8 0 N 5 I D E  R A T  I O N I S G I V ::  �� T O  B U Y I N [ N E W  M E  x I C O  
P O W E R  r O R  T H E  E X T � E � E  S o u T �  A N D E S P E C I A L L Y F O R T H E  E � P I R E  
E L E C T � I C  C J2 L O A :  W � I 8 H M A Y B E  I N T E R o u P T A B L E .  

T H E  D I V I S I O N o r  � O S T ,  �� A PH E N A N � E ,  A N D  C A P A C I T Y A S  D E S C R I B E D 
O N  P A G E  1 -3 I S  S T c A N G E .  8 0 T H  C O L O R A D O - U T E A N �  �A OA A R E  M O V I N G 
P O � E R  r R C � r..: J R T H  T O  S o u T H ,  Y E T T H E I R C A P A C I T y  O N  T H E  r l R S T L E G  
r R 0 r� R I r L E T 0 :.; R A N  C J U N C T I O N I S S M A L L E R T H A N  r 0 R T H E R E M A I N O  E R 
o r  T H E  L I � K .  I N  O T H E R  W O R D S ,  T H E Y C A r� N O T r U L L Y  U S E  T H E  S O U T H E R N  
P A R T  o r  T H E  L I N K  W I T H O U T r u P T H E R E N L A R G I N G T H E N O R T H E R N  P O R T I O N .  
E N V I R O N r� E N T A L  I M P A C T S  W O U L D B E  R E D U C E D I r  D o u B L E  C I R C U I T  T O W E R S  
W E R E  I N S T A l L E C I N I T I A L L Y  ( B U T  P E R H A P S  O N L Y  A S I N G L E C I Fi C U I T  
W I R E O )  B E T W E E N  R l r L E A � J  3 R A N D J L � C T I O N .  

A N Y  C A P A C I T y P R O B L E M 3  F O R C O L O R A D O - U T E I N  S W  C O L O R A D O H A V E  
B E E N  C A U S E D P P I � A R I L Y B y  C H A. ·� G E S  I N  'NA PA O P E R A T I O N S  I N C L U D I N G 
A C Q u l S l i l O N o r  F 1 R :� I N G  E N E R G Y ,  I N T R A - P R O J E C T  G E N E R A T I O N E X C H A N G E S ,  
A N D r U E l  C O N S E R V A T I O N P R O G R A M S . B E r O R E T H E S E  C H A N 3 E S ,  P O W E R  
r L O W S  W E R E  r R O M S O U T H  T O  N O R T H .  WA P �  D E L I V E R E D P O W E R  T O  C O L O R A D O -
U T E I N  T H E  S 'V ,  A ND C O L O R A, D O - UT E  G E N E R A T E D A N D D I S T R I B u T E D  F R O M  
T H E  N O R T H . T H E  C C L O R A D O - UT E  S Y S T E M T H U S  H A D  G O O D  R E D U N D A N C Y A N D 
S I M P L E  D I S T R I B u T I O N .  T O D A Y , H O W E V E R ,  A r T E R  WA PA C H A N G E S ,  T H E  
P O � E R r L O W S  A R E  r R O M  N O R T H  T O  S O U T H  L E A D I N G T O  A L L  T H E P R O B L E M S  
I r� S '!I C O L  0 R A D O W If I L E B E N  E r I T S  G O T 0 C O N S U M  E R S I N A R I Z 0 N A ( S  A L T 

R I V E R P R O J E C T ) A N D N E W  M E X I C O .  T H I S  I S  A K E V  P A R T  o r  T H E  N E E D 
Q U E S T I O N .  W� PA S H O U L D D E L I V E R  P O W E R  T O  C O L O R A D O - UT E I N  T H E  S W  
A s  O � I G I N A L L Y  A G R E E D ,  A N D  U T I L I T I E S I N  N E W  M E X I C O A N D A R I Z O N A  
S H O U L D  F A y r O R  T H E  R E Q U I R E D N E W L I N E  S I N C E  I T  I S  T H E I R  P O W E R  
F" R O M  T H E  C R A I G/H A Y D E N  A R E A  T H A T  I S  C R E A T I N G  T H E P R O B L E M .  

C O L O R A D O - U T E W A S r O R M E D T O  G E N E R A T E , P U R C H A S E ,  A N D D I S T R I 9 U T E 
P O W E R  T O  I T S  M E M 3 E R  C O O P S ,  O N L Y . ( T o T H I S C A N  B E  A D D E D  A C T I V I T I E S 
S U C H  A S  W H E E L I N G , E X C H A N G E S , A N D  P O W E R  P O O L I N G C U S T O M A R Y I N  T H E  
UT I L I T Y  I N D U S T R Y . ) T H U S  C O L O R A D O - UT E  H A S N O  G R O W T H I M P E R I T I V E 
B E Y O N D  W H A T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y T O  S A T I  S F" Y  I T S  M E M B E R S '  N E E D S .  I T  I S  
N O T A T  A L L C L E A R  r R O M T H E  S O E I S  H O W M U C H C A P A � I T Y o r  T H E  P R O P O S E D 
345 KV L I N E  ( I r  A N Y ) W I L L  B E  N E E D E D B Y  C O L O R A D O - UT E  O V E R T H E  
N E X T  r E W  Y E A R S .  T A B L E 2 -2 S E E M S  T O  B E  T H E  B A S I S  r O R L O A D  
P R OJ E C T I O N S ,  B U T T H I S  I S  N OT H I N G  M O R E  T H A N  A S U R V E Y O r  T H E  
V A R I O U S  C O O P E R A T I V E S  T H A T ,  8 Y  A N D L A R G E ,  A R E  N OT S T A r r E D  T O  
o E V E  L O P  T H I S  K I N D 0 r I N r 0 R M A T  I O N .  T H I S I S P I E I N T H E S K Y . WH E R E 
I S  T H E  I N D E P E N D E N T A N A L Y S I S B Y  R E A  U S I N G S T A T E - o r -T H E - A R T  
M E T H O D O L O G Y  A S  R E Q U I R E D S Y  L A W ?  I N  P A R T I C U L A R ,  P R I C E/D E M A N D  
E L A ST I C I T Y  S H O U L D B E  I N C L U D E D  I N  T H E  A N A L Y S I S . 
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T H E  F A C T I S T H A T  O l\' L Y' M I N O R  I M P R O V E M E N T S I N  T H E  C O L O P A D O ­
UT :: D I S T R I B U T I 0 N S Y' S T E M  A R E  N E E 0 E D T 0 S A T  I S r Y' S W A R E A N E E  0 S 
F O R T H E  r O R S E E A 3 L E  F U T U R E .  T O D A Y' P O W E R  I N  T H E  A R E A  C O M E S  
L A R G E L 'I' F R O r.� �.IJ ;., P A ,  �I U C L A ,  8 U L L 0 C K , A N D T H E  C O L  B R A  N H Y' 0 R 0 U N I T  S • 
A D D I T I O N A L  L O W  H E A D  H Y' D R O  P O W E R  C A N  S O O N B E : OM E  A J A I L A 3 L E  r R O M  
T H E  ,'/ O N T R O S E  C A I� A L  P R O J E C T ,  A N D  P O W E R  C A N  B E  P U R C H A S E D r R O M 
N E N  M E X I C O .  C O L O R A D O - uT E I N T E N D S T O  D I SC O N N E C T  A L L T H E S E  
S O U R C E S  A N D  U S E T H E  345 K V  L I N E  T O  B R I N G P O W E R  r R O M  C R A I G  3 .  
P U T T I N G A L L  T H E  E G G S I N  O N E  B A S K E T I N  TH I S  W A Y  C A N  O N L Y  R E D U C E  
S Y S T E M R E L I A B I L I T Y  A N D  I N C R E A S E  T H E  V U L N E R A B I L I T Y o r  T H E S Y S T E M  
T O N A T U F M L A N 0 H U M  A t-J 0 I S R U P T I O N .  

A T H O R O U G H  A r-.; A L Y S I S o r  L O A D S A N D R E G I O N A L S Y S T E M  I N T E R ­
C C N N E C T I O N S  I S  L I K E L Y T O  S H O W  T H A T  T H E M A I N  R E A S O N  r O R  T H E  345  KV L I N E  I S  T O  D I S P O S E  o r  P O " E R F R O M C R A I G  3 - - P O W E R  T H A T  
I S  N OT N E � D E D B Y  M E M B E � S O F  T H E  C O L OR A D O - U T E S Y S T E M .  U S I N G 
A B S U r- ::> P O W E R  S A L :: S  P R O J E C T I O N S ,  C O L O R A D O - u T E H A S  F O R E C A S T N O  
R A T E  I N C R E A S E S  W H E N  C R A I G  3 C O M E S  O N  L I N E .  I T  I S  M O R E  L I K E L Y  
T H A T  W E  W I L L  S E E  A 40� R A T E I N C R E A S E D U E  T O  C R A I G  3 A 11,1 0 A N O T H E R  I �% I N C � E A S E D U E T O  T H E  345 K V  P O W E R  L I N E .  F A C E ::> W I T H T H I S  
P R O B A B I L I T Y ,  C O M S U M E R S  A R E  L I K E L Y  T o  O P P O S E  E N T E R I N G C R A I G  3 
I N T O  T H E  R A T E  B A S E  - - E S P E C I A L L Y S I � C E  T H E  P L A N T  W A S B u i LT 
W I T H O u T  P R O P E R  R E V I E W  A N D A u T H O R I Z A T I O N .  I T  I S  T H U S  E N T I R E L Y  
P 0 S S I B L 0: T H A T  0 W r" E R S H I P 0 F C R A I G 3 M A Y  R E V E R T T O T H E R E A . I F 
T H I  S C � \' E S  T O  P A S S , T H E N  C O L O R A D O - UT E W I  L L  N O T  N E E C T H E  345 KV 
L I N E ,  A N D I T  W I L L  B E  I M P O R T A N T T H A T  A N Y N E W L I N E F I N A N C E D  B Y  
T H E  R E A B E  I N  T H E  E E S T  P O S S I B L E L O C A T I O N F O R I N T E G R A T I N G T H E  
C R A I G  3 O U T P u T I N T O  T H E  R E G I O N A L  P O W E R  G R I D  U N D E R  W H A T E V E R  
M A N A G E M E N T A R R A N G E M E N T T H E  R E A M A Y D E V I S E . 

� Y  C O N C L U S I O N S A n E  T H U S  7 H A T T H E  REA H A S r A I L E O  T O  C O N S I D E R 
A N  A J E Q U A T E R A N G E  O F  R E A S O t\ A B L E A LT E R N A T I V E S , I T  H A S  r A I L E D  T O  
C O N D U C T  A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  A S S E S S M E NT o r  C O L O R A D O - UT E ' S N E E D F O R  T H E  
L I N E ,  I T  H A S  F A I L E D T O  S H O W T H A T  T H E  3 45 KV L I N E  I S  A C T U A L L Y  
N E E D E D B Y  C O L O R h J O - uT E ( S E P A R A T E r R O M T H E  N E E J S O F  O T H E R  E N T I T , E S ) ,  
A N D I T  H A S F A  I L E e  T O  S H e w  T H A T  T H E  345  KV L I  N E  I S T H E  B E ST 
S O L uT I O N T O  W H A T E V E R N E E D S C O L O R A D O - UT E M A Y H A V E .  

B E Y O N D  T H I S I S S U E  O F  N E E D T H E R E  A R E  A D D I T I O N A L I T E M S  I N  
T H E  S D E I S  I N D I C A T I N G A R A T H E R  C A R E L E S S  A T T I T U D E  T OW A R D  T H E  F A C T S 
O F  T HE S I T u A T I O N .  I R E r E R , F O R  E X A M P L E , T O  T H E L A S T  P A R A G R A P H 
o r  S E C T I O N 1 . 6 W H E R E I N  I S  T H E  S T A T E M E N T " N O  P U B L I S H E D S C I E N T I F I C  
S T U D I E S T O  O A T E H A V E  S H O W N  A D V E R S E  E r F E C T S  O N  H U M A N S  r R O M 
E L E C T R O S T A T I C  A N D E L E C T R O M A G N E T I C  F I E LD S  P R O D U C E D  B Y  345 KV 
L I N E S " .  1 R E r E R  Y O U  T O  T H E  B U L L E T I N  O F  T H E  A T O M I C  S C I E NT I S T S  
F O R  A P R I L 1 98 0, P A G E  2 8 ,  W H E R E I N  I S  D IsC"U'SSE D  T H E 1 978 D E C I S I O N 
9 '1'  T H E  N E W  Y O R K  P U 9 L I C S E R V I C E  C O M M I S S I O N T H A T  T H E  6 0  H Z  E L E CT R I C  
A N D  M A G N E T I C  r i E LD S  F R O M  7 65 K v  P O W E R  L I N E S  C O N S T I T UT E  A H E A LT H  
R I S K .  T H I S  D EC I S I O N W A S B A S E D O N  S C I E N T I F I C  T E S T I M O N Y  A N D W A S 
U P H E LD I N  C O U R T . 7 6 5  Kv v s  345 Kv I S  N OT T H E  I S S U E  H E R E  S I NC E  
T O W E R  H E I G H T S A R E  E S T A B L I S H E D  T O  G I V E E S S E N T I A L L Y  E Q U A L  F I E L D 
S T R E N G T H S  A N D H E N C E  E Q U A L  H A Z A R D  O N  T H E G R O U N D . N E A R L Y 60  
R E P O R T S A R E  I N  T H E  SC I E N T I F I C  L I T E R A T U R E  O N  T H E E F F EC T S O F  L O W  
F R E Q U E N C Y  E L E C T R I C  A N D M A G N E T I C  F I E LD S  I NC LU D I N G M A N Y  S H O W I N Q 
E F F E C T S  O N  A N I M A L S  AT F I E L D S T R E N G T H S  EQ U A L  T O  O R  L E •• T H A N  



P A G E  4 SDE I S  
T H O S E  E X P EC T E D r R O M  T H E  345 KV L I N E . A N U M B E R  o r  r O R E I G N  PA PE R S  
A D D  k E S S T ",  E E F F E 8 T S O N H U M A N S • ST U 0 I E S N O W I N P R O G R E S  S M A 'Y 
I N D I C A T E  T H E N E E D T O  D E C E N T R A L I Z E P O W E R  G E N E R A T I O N I N  O R D E R  T O  
M I  N I  M I  Z E  T H E  N E E ::>  r O R  L O N G  0 I S T A N C E , H I  G H - V O LT A G E  P O W E R  L I  N E S .  
A C O N C L U S I O N o r  T H E 5 U L L E T I N  A R T I C L E  I S  T H A T  " T H E  H E A R I N G A ND 
O T H E R  R E L A T E D  E V E N T S R E V E A L E D  T H E  O uT L I N E O F  A N  I N D U S T R Y  A T T E M PT 
T O  C O N C E A L  E V I D E NC E A B O u T  H E A L T H  � I S K . " I T A P P E A R S T H A T  T H E  REA M A Y  B E  J O I N I N �  I N  T H I S  C O N S P I R A C Y . T H I S I S  C O N T R A R Y  T O  T H E  
S T A T UT O R Y D W T Y O F  T H E  REA  A S  L E A D  A G E N C Y  r O R  T H E  P R E P A R AT I O N o r  
T H E  E I S " T O P R O T E C T T H E W E L E r A  R E O r T H E P U B  L I C I' A S S T A T E O  0 N 
PA C e:: 1 - 5 .  C O N S I D E R A T I O N o r  T H I S  H E A L T H R I S K  I S � P E C T E D  T O  
r A V O R  D E C E N T R A L I Z E D A LT E R � A T I V E S  O V E R  T H E  C U R R E N T C O L O R A D O *UT E  
P R O P O S A L .  

I N  S U M M A R Y , T H E  P R O P O S E D 345 KV L I N E  I S  L I K E L Y T O  A D V E R S E L Y  
A F F E C T  T H E  H E A L T H  A N D E C O N O M I C  W E L F A R E  o r  C O N S U � E R S I N  T H E C O O P S  
O F  T H E C O L O R A D O - UT E  S Y S T E M W I T H o u T  P R O V I D I N G A N Y  D E M O � S T R A T E D 
B E  \l E F I T S • W E D O ;� I T N E E 0 I T .  W E D 0 N ' T  W A N  T I T . I T I S A W A S T E 
O F"  O U R  M ::l N E Y .  I r  O T H E R S W A NT A P O W E R  L I  N E ,  L E T  T H E M B U I LD I T , 
A N D L E T  T H E W  P A Y  F O R  I T .  
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W i l l i a m E .  D a v i s , D i r ec t o r  
W e s t ern A r e a - E l ec t r i c  
R u r a l  E l ec t r i f i ca t i on A s s oc i a t i on 
1 4 t h  & I nd epend enc e  Ave . , S . W .  
W a s h i ng t on , D . C . 2 0 2 5 0 

1 2 3 0 3  C . H . 4 4  
Mancos , CO , 8 1 3 2 8 
2 6  J u l y , 1 9 8 3  

R E : R IF LE TO SAN JUAN 34 5- KV TRANS M I S S ION LINE AND 
AS S O C I ATED FAC I LI T I ES 

S l! P P LEt-1ENTA L DRAFT ENV IRONMENTAL IMPACT S TATEMENT 
JUNE 1 9 8 3  

D e a r  Mr . D a vi s l 

T h e  Ru r a l  E l ec t r i f i c a t i on A s s oc i a t ion h a s  det ermined , 
by i t s  own a d m i s s i on , t h a t  i t s  propos ed f i nanc i a l  pa rt i c i pa t i on 
i n  Co l o r ad o-Ut e ' s  propo s ed s i n g l e  c i rcu i t  34 5 - KV  t r a nsmi s s i on 
l i n e  i s  a ma j o r  f ed e r a l a c t i on s i gn i f i c a n t l y  a f f ec t ing t h e  qua l i w  
o f  t h e  human envi ronment . And t ha t , a c t ing a s  the l ead agency ,  
t h e  R EA h a s  eva lu a t ed a l l  a l t er n a t ives t o  th i s  l i n e , h a s  a l s o  
d et e rmi n ed the l i n e  n ece s s a r y  a s  propos ed b y  C-Ut e ,  i nc lud i ng 
C-l! t e ' s  p r e f e r r ed rou t e , t ower s t ructu res , and mi t i g a t i on p l a n s , 
a nd h a s  a s s u r ed , t h r ough i t s  endo r s emen t o f  C-Ut e 1 s  propo s a l , 
p r o t ec t i on of t h e  wel f a r e  of the pub l i c  ( p .  1 - 5 )  

I wou l d  urge t h e  REA to concur w i t h  a S up r eme Cou r t  rul i ng 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  N ew Yo rk ( Be rma n vs . P a rker ) t h a t  • • •  "The conc ept 
of t h e  publ i c  we l f a r e is broad a nd i n c l u s ive • • •  the va lues i t  
r ep r e s e n t s  a r e  s p i r i t u a l  a s  w e l l a s  phys i ca l ; a es t het i c  a s  we l l  
a s  mon e t a r y . I t  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  pow e r  o f  the l eg i s l a ture t o  d et ermine 
t � 3 t the commun i t y  s ha l l  be beaut i f u l  as w e l l a s  h e a l t hy ;  s pa c i ous 
a s  ".; e l l a s  c l ea n ; we l l - b a l anced a s  we l l  a s  c a r ef u l l y  pa t ro l l ed . "  

Ther ef o r e ,  I wou ld ch a r g e  the � EA , a s  t h e  l e a d  a g ency , 
w i t h  a l t er i ng t h e  va l u e , bo t h  a e s thet i c  a nd mon e t a r y , of 
p r o p e r t i es a n ywh e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  vi s u a l bound a r i es o f  the Ma ncos 
V 0 1 l ey a nd i t s  s u r round i ng f o r e s t  s hou l d  t h i s  l ine be con­
s t r uc t ed a c co r d i ng to the p l a n s  of the S D E IS ; a nd t h a t  thes e 
c h a r g e s  wou ld be suppo r t ed by another S up r eme Cou r t  r u l i ng 
( K e i n z  vs . s t a t e o f  New Yo rk , 1 9 57 )  t h a t  . . . .. R educ t i on i n  va lue 

d u e  t o  i mp a i rment o f  vi ew mu s t  be cons id e r ed . " Fur t h ermo re • • •  
" t he vi ew m i g h t  be a moun t a i n  s id e  or a va l l ey a s  we l l  a s  a l a ke .  
I n  e i t h e r  even t , t h e  vi ew augments t h e  va lue o f  t h e  p r emi s es • • •  
and i f  t he vi ew i s  s po i l ed , t h e  ma rket va l ue o f  the pr emi s es 
r ema i n i ng i s  s po i l ed . " F u r t h ermo r e  • • •  "The ext ent o f  t h e  r ed uc t ion 
is no mo r e  s p ecu l a t ive t h a n  many other f a c t o r s  a f f ec t ing va l u e . 
I t  may be a ma t t e r  o f  judgment but i t  i s  a l so a ma t t e r  o f  d o l l a r s  • • •  
a nd the Cons t i t u t i ona l po l i cy r equ i r es tha t such r ed uc t ion i n  
va l u e  not b e  bo r n e  b y  th e own er • • •  " 



T h e r ef o r e , I c h a r g e  t h a t t h i s  s ub s eq u ent reduct ion i n  
va l u e  b y  bo rne by t h e  REA who s e  end o r es ement o f  the l i n e  
h a s  been , i n  f a c t , g i ven w i t hout d u e  con s i d e r a t i on o f  the 
w e l f a r e  of the publ i c  and t h e  q u a l i t y of t h e human env i ron­
ment , as the REA s u gges t s . 

I n  a s i mi l a r  a c t i on reg a rd i n g a d o ub l e  ci rcu i t  34 5 - KV  
t r a n smi s s ion l i n e  cons t r uc t ed in t h e  s t a t e  o f  New Yo rk , a 
1 9 67 S u p r eme Court r u l ed • • •  "However , we con s i d er i n  res i d en t i a l  
p ro perty o r  i n  pot ent i a l  r es id en t i a l  property whic h h a s  a n  
enhanced va l u e  bec a u s e  o f  t h e  beauty o f  t h e  v i ew and/o r  bec a u s e  
o f  s e c l u s i o n  a nd pr iva cy , t h a t  t h e  power ea s ement d o es caus e 
a cons eq u en t i a l  d amag e  i f  i t  i n t e r f e r es w i t h  s a i d  vi ew o r  w i t h  
s a i d s ec l us ion a nd p r ivacy . "  

R EA HAS ENDOHS ED ERRORS , MIS I NFORMAT I ON 
A�� D I S CREPEN C I ES IN THE S D E IS 

1 .  F i g u r e  3- 1 3  s hows t he ent i re WAPA 2 30-KV co r r i d o r  a s  
" ot h e r  c o r r i d o r s  con s i d e r ed "  but REA g i ves n o  cons i d e r a t i on 
t o  th a t  c o r r i d o r  a n ywh e r e  i n  t h e  t ext o f  t h e  S D E IS a s  a n  
a l t erna t i ve t o �h a t  p r ef e r r ed by Co l o ra d o-Ut e .  

2 .  R EA  h a s  accept ed a w r i t t en erro r t h a t  t h e  propo s ed 
rout e ,  a s  i t  ent er s  Mont ezuma County f rom the N o rwood sub­
s t a t i on , wou ld cont i nue souther l y  t o  t h e  Mon t ezuma/La P l a t a  
County bo rd er , PARA LLELING WAPA ' S  2 3 0 - KV  LINE A LL THE WAY . 
( p .  1 -4 )  WAPA ' s  2 3 0  l i n e  d o es n o t  meet a t  the two-coun t y  
bo rd e r . 

3 .  R EA  h a s  d etermi n ed a n eed f o r  the l in e ,  ba s ed on 
Co l o r a d o - Ut e ' s  pro j ec t ed n e ed s ;  but REA admi t s  it h a s  n o t  yet 
comp l et ed its r ev i ew o f  C o l o r ad o- U t e ' s  fo r ec a s t s  ( P .  2- 2 )  R EA ' s  
SDEIS s h ows no documen t a t i on o f  Colo r a d o-Ut e ' s pro j ec t ed n e ed s ; 
REA a ccepts t h e i r  va l i d i ty w i thout r e s ea rch . ( p .  2 - 2 ) Ma t h ema t i c s  
u s ed t o  s how Co l o r a d o-Ut e ' s  energy r eq u i r emen t s  f o r  1 98 3  h a ve 
been u s ed q u i t e  l i be r a l l y .  Acc o rd i ng t o  t h e  SDE IS , " Co l o rado-Ut e  
expect s  membe r en erg y .  r eq u i r emen t s  f o r  1 9 8 3  to b e  a pp roxima t e l y  
7 percent a bove 1 9 82 . T a b l e s  2- 1 t h rough 2 - 4  conc lud e a 6 . 1 5  
percen t  i nc r ea s e .  Such round i ng o f  f i gu res t o  t h e  n ext h i g hes t 
i nd i ca t es ei t h er a bi a s  or f a u l t y  ma t h ema t ics . 

4 .  REA con t i nu es to end o r s e  t h e  a l l eg ed n eed f o r  such a 
l a r g e - c a pa c i t y  t r a n s mi s s ion l i n e ;  yet admi t s  ( p .  3- 2 5 ) " new 
g rowth i n  Southwes t e r n  Co l o r a d o  ha s d ec reas ed . "  

5 .  Noth i ng i n  t h e  S D E I S  t ext c l ea r l y  spel l s  out pa r t i es 
in mi t ig a t ion proced i ngs . F o r  prope r t y  owners in Mont e zuma 
Coun t y , cons t ruc t i on of the l i n e  wou l d  be per f o rmed by on e  
a g ency a nd ma i n t a i ned and f in a nc ed b y  another . A ny hopes f o r  
f a i r  and exped i en t  mi t i g a t i on would b e  l o s t  i n  t h i s  confus i o n . 



6 .  REA hopes to convi nce its SDEIS reader that the ma jor 
i n d ust ry i n  Southwest ern Co lorado tod ay i s  mining . ( p .  4 - 2 5 )  
I u rge the REA to upd ate i ts facts . I f  mining were the ma jor 
incus t r y ,  a need for l a r g er-capacity l i nes mi ght be justi f i ed .  
I sugg est , however , tha t  catt le are content w i thout more 
power l i nes through the i r  gra zing and c roplands . 

7 .  R EA  re jects the propos a l  of a Lake City-Durango 1 1 5-KV 
l i ne because it would " s igni fi cant ly impact a highly scenic area . "  
( 3- 1 9 )  Thi s s ame lead agency prefers the more visually- impact ing 
3 4 5-KV l ine to cross through the highly scenic area of the 
National Fo rest sur round ing the Mancos Val ley , Mancos H i l l  and 
Hesperus . 

8 .  Burns-McDonnel l used a 1 97 7 -7 9 resource for its d a ta 
on land us e in the Mancos Va l l ey ( f i g . 4-1 1 )  This d ata is 
no longer rel i abl e .  I urge a closer inspection of the l ivl ihood 
o f  thi s reg ion and the los s in land va lue and use which would 
result f rom the construct ion of thi s  t ransmiss ion line . 

9 .  REA contends that " the nationa l interests of rural 
electrif ication achieved by this pro ject outweigh the envi ronmen9a l 
benef its d er ived f rom protecting the prime f a rmlands f rom such 
use . "  ( p .  5-44 ) I suggest that this i s  not a question of rural 
e l ectri f icati�; that it i s  a ques tion of Colorado electricity 
consumers f inanc ing the cost of construction of t ransmiss ion 
l ines , g enerat ing fac i l i ti es , and coa l  operations in thei r 
state f o r  the lower-cost power provided to non-members out s id e  
the s t a t e  of Co lorado . I would a l so chal l enge the R EA  t o  a 
nat iona l interest survey for .the truth . 

In conc lus ion , I suggest that the REA has defeated its 
origina l  purpose of providing elect r i f i cation to rura l 
America , a purpose for which it was conceived near ly ha lf a 
century ago . Rura l customers in Co lorado a r e  being a sked to 
rel inqui sh their va lues , thei r lands and their l ivl ihoods , in 
some cases , in order to provide electric ity to urban Americans 
out s id e  the state of Co lorado . 

ccl 

Respons es to thes e charges wi l l  be apprec i at ed . 
Thank you . 

Colorado Public Ut i l it ies S incerely �� . 
Commi s s ion , �� �� 
U . S . S enator W i l l i am Armstrong , s�an �hi e)d • 

U . S . S enator Gary H a rt , / I 
U . S .  Representat ive Ray Kogovsek ,  � �a� 
Colorado S enator Dan

,
Noble , Patrick Enright 

Colo rado Repres ent at 1ve 
Ben Campbel l 



P U B L I C  H E A R U , C  COMMENT FORM 

Ri f l e - Sa n  Juan 3 4 5  kV Tra nsmi s s i o n  L i n e  

N a me 

Foy CogbUrn 

A d d r e s s  

1394 Hwy . 550 south 

Re p res e n t i n g  Da t e  

member of LaPlata E l e c t r i c  Copp �/3/83 

, Durango , Colorado 81301 , 303-259-0602 

P l e as e  p rovi de any c o mme n t s  re l a t i ve to the p o t e n t i a l  e n vi ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  o f  the 

R i f l e -San Juan 3 4 5  kV t ra n s �i s s i on l i n e  p r o j e c t , or the Su p p l e me n t a l  Draft En v i ronme n t a l  

Imp a c t  St a t e me n t  f o r  t h i s  p ro j e c t .  Co��en t s  may b e  s e n t  t o  Mr . W i l l i a m  E .  Da v i s ,  Di re c t o r , 

Wes t e rn A r e a  - E l e c t ri c , R u ra l E l e c t ri f i c a t i o n  Admi n i s t ra t i on , Agri c u l t u re Sou t h  Bu i l di n g , 

Room 3 3 0 4 , W a s h i n g t on , D . C .  2 0 2 50 , w i t h i n  two we eks o f  t h i s  me e t in g . �� g J�f3 
__ ) 11 �n ref erence to the "Sapplemental Dr af t Environment al Impac t tat e nt 

p age 1-1 ; In the mat ter of e stabl i shing the � for the 345 KV Rifle-

San Juan Transmi s s ion Line and associated fac i litie s ;  thi s NE�D still has 
ngt be en e s tabli shed and approved by the Col . Public Uti litie s Comm . and the 
Environment al Analys i s  be ing a l arge p art of the DE!S ;  the reviewing public he 
no knowledge of, nor way of knowing , the extent o f  correction s and an swers to 
pu bl ic comment s .  There are so many mistake s in this SDEIS that we hav e 
doubts that any correct ions have been made or atempted to be made . The Public 
or PRIVATE SECTOR are not e�rt s and we are not be ing paid to do your job , bu t 
people who live in the are a know and c an s e e  the m i s take s .  There have been 
seve ral pe ople study thi s thing ou t and you have likly alre ady received a 
l i s t ing o f  a gre at many of th e errors and mistake s so we wi l l  not re l i s t  
them on our comments here . 

Wi th our Government in sistin� on bud ge t  cut s  t o  reduce the 
n ational 6ebt ,  the private se ctor i s  becommlng more aware of the sneaky 
ways that have been used in the past to get th ese e xpens ive proj e c t s  passed 
and plac lng the bUrden of' payment upon the utility users and the tax-payer s .  
Mo s t  all the se Coops have become profit organi zat ion s even they c l aim a 
non-pro�1t standing and t ax  exempt ; t hey just add on more expens e s .  

Th e proposed proj ect d o e s  not conform to the Col-Ute by-laws 
as oe in g s ouly for the "benefit for the consumer of th e COOP ; thi s  fact is 
e as l ll s e en in the reading of this SDEIS, in that the project i§ for the 
beniflt of the We stern State s Grid system ; and , the Colorado consumers will 
be subsidizin the ro e c t . Thi s is ve r unfai rs 
an cu s omer s  0 e oops c an be educ ated of th s fact , we wi�l see much more 
input into the publ ic h e arings . Th e average member does nat real ; zze that 
they are subsidi zing and guaranting repayment of a debt for pr ivate industry ; 
wh ich i t  all bo ils down to . The re i s  a simpl e  solution to thi s  ove r-built 
power plant s i tuation · the Craig plant could be sold ml�·��¢;�to the 
We stern Grid system dIrec tly acro s s  Ut ah wit h  very l i t tll envlronmential 
impact . . 

- continued on attached pag� 
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We mu st insi st on a j o int Review proc e s s  where a s  all ( al l ) part i e s  

c on c e rned in th i s  pro j ec t  ( includ ing the private sector that i s  

d i rectly affe c te d ) c an  be brought toge ther in an orderly meeting 

and each s id e  te l l  it ' s  story and d i s cu s s  the whole s i tuat ion so that 

all the fac t s  and figure s c an be publ i c ly brought out so that the 

membe r s  and t ax-payin g publ i c  can be informed and then and only th en 

wi l l  we be g an to s e e  a solution . Gove rno r  'La� has a d e p artment in 

hi s c abinet for such .  YOll[ may we l l  knO\, that the Co l-Ute has r e fu s e d  

t h i s  proc e s s ; but we mus t  ins i s t  that you have some be aring on thi s .  

A route mus t  be iden t i fied s o  that th o s e  people d i re c t ly affec te d  wil l  

g e t  invo lve d . Eve r yone knows that mo st ind ividual s ( pr ivate prope rty 

o wn e r s ) do not get involved un t i l  they know that the y  are d i re c tly 

affe c te d . v�en t h e s e  people f ind that they are be ing gored and are 

involved ,  then your trouble s will be g in- you may thint you are now 

h av in :::: trouble s - but by then you wi l l  kno\-] you are having trouble­

bec ause there are s t i l J  we s terne r s  that don ' t  talk much and s t i l l  be l ieve � 

in the o ld ways of "winn in g  the WEST " We urge you to ke ep c omun i c at i on s  

:fpidutUjrdN:tXXJrrl:JOd: go ing for t h i s  pro j e c t  until a route i s  e st abli shec 

and a J O INT RLVIEW PROC LSS c an  be arrange d .  

I t appe ar s  that C OEON SEN CE HAS VAN I SHED IN T O  THE PLITE OF POLI T I C S  , 

AND TH I S  FACT I S  VERY LI KLY 'ID DROWN ED US ALL . 

Thank ,-You for your 
c oneiderat ion , please 
give our gove rnamental 
proc e s s  a c h ance , i t  has 
worked before ; and it wil : 
again i f /we let i t . 

, / ' /J l->!�f/((���/ 
Fo, C otfurn 

' 



Mr . Denn i s Rankin 
We st ern Area-E l e c tr i c  
Rural E l e c tr if i c at i o n  Admini ; tration 
145h and I nd ependenc e Ave . , S . W . 
Wa sh ington , D . C .  2 0 2 5 0  

C omment s on : 

Augu st 5 ,  1 9 8 3  

" Supplemental Draf t Environmental Impac t S ta t ement " 
on C ol o rad o -Ute 345 KV R i f l e  to San Juan Powerl ine 

I am wr i t ing t o  e xpr e s s  c oncern about the prop o s e d  powe r ­
l i ne . 

Rep eatedly , the PUC ha s denied XR�RXXR�� the appl i c at i on for 
a C er t i f i c at e  o f  Pub l i c  C onve ni enc e and Ne c e s s i ty for thi s pro j e c t  -
and then i t  s e em s  tha t C o l orad o -Ute ( and We s tern ) and REA j u s t  
pr o c e e d  t o  reapply o r  t o  a s k  f o r  a r e hear ing , r eargument , o r  
r e c onsid erati on . In addi t i o n , the SDE I S  d o e s no t even men t i o n  the 
reasons that the PUC give s for d enial and y e t  give s wi thin the 
b o dy of the statement every po s sible reason f o r  bu i ld i ng the l ine . 
I s  thi s  a fair pr e s entati on of the pro s and c ons of the pro j e c t ?  

Wh i l e  I am no t e xp e r t  o n  the Pre f erred C orrido r , I d o  have 
e xtensive of the A l te rnative C orridors B & E from Montro s e  S ub ­
station t o  Norwo o d  Sub station , S e gments 15c , 15e , 2 0 a , and 2 1 . I t  
would s e em t o  m e  that c ons ideration o f  an alterna t ive that wa s 
di sm i s se d  in the e arly 1 9 7 0 ' s  a s  environmental ly unsound and so 
d e tr imental to the l and tha t  it wa s r e c ommend e d  that p e rhap s the 
c u rr ent Shipro c k -C urrencan t i  2 3 0  KV l ine should be d i sman t l e d  and 
s i t e d  e l sewhere i s  s om ewhat indefens ibl e  f rom the s tandpo int o f  
c onsidering viab l e  alt e rna tive s .  

S ome o f  the a l t ernative s that are d i sm i s se d  a s  o u t - o f - hand 
d o , ind e e d , s e em to offer p e r s ons l iving in the S o uthwe stern regi on 
of C o l orado a b e t te r  l i f e - s tyl e , b e tter environment , and an 
opportun i ty t o  pr e serve e c onom i c  and e l e c tr i c al r e s ourc e s  for the 
u s e  and b enef i t  of tho se l iving in the are a  rather than sub s i d i zing 
the profi tab l e  sal e of e l e c tr i c i ty t o  u s e r s  in o ther ar ea s . 

I would enc o urage s e r i o u s  c onsi derati on of waF s whi c h  impac t s  
we re evaluated . No we ight wha tsoev e r  ha s s e eming b e en given to 
one of C o l orado ' s  ma j or produc t s  - s e l l ing ( through tour i sm )  wi d e  
open spac e s .  In fac t , a l ow vi sual impac t rating i s  given t o  
any trac t o f  land wh i c h  i s  more than 8 0  a c r e s  - d on ' t w e  have 
ft r e sponsib i l i ty t o  l and and s c eni c b e auty i f  it i s  i n  a parc e l  
larger than 8 0  acr e s ?  

A s  a l andowner i n  the ab ove mentioned al terna tive c orr i do r s  
B and E ,  Montro se S ub station t o  Norwo o d  S ub station , I am awar e of 
some of the very h i gh c o st s  whi c h  b o th the landowner and the 
env i ronment pays when transm i s s ion l i ne s are s i t e d  wi th o nly the 
uti l i ti e s vi ewp o int i n  mind . Some are a s  whi c h  the SDEIS over l o o k s  

a r e  one s whi c h  h i s t o r i c ally I c an spe ak t O I 



1 .  That the payment of land and e a s ement a c qu i s i ti on wou l d  
b e nef i t  land owners i s  qu e s ti onab l e . Who i s  paying for th e l o s s  
i n  l�nd valu e  that r e su l t s  from b e ing in the v i sual pa th of the 
p owe�ine ? We found tha t our land redu c e d  in value 50% for tho s e  
p o r t i ons whi c h  wer e  in vi sual proximi ty of the transm i s s i o n  l ine . 
Why ? B e c au s e  the value i s  s c enic and wi l d erne s s . Our lo s s  t o  
j u st land value wa s sUb s tanti al . O ther dir e c t  l o s s e s ,  such a s  
nu i sanc e  and vandal i sm far outwe igh c omp ensat i on . 

2 .  No mention i s  mad e  of the impac t  ( negative ) on the land , 
wi l d li f e , and landowner where the transm i s si on l i ne right - o f - way 
opens s e c luded are a s  to ac c e s s . Y e s , I know tha t gate s ar e l o c k e d  -
b u t  k ey s  s e em to ab ound to prov i d e  ac c e s s to private prop erty fo r 
hunt ing and f i shing - and th e s e  persons s e em t o  have no r e gard f or 
tr e spa s s  and c ourt e sy . Ju st ask t ho se of u s  who have suc h  s e c luded 
property and you wi l l  f i nd a group of di sgruntled persons who c anno t 
help but f e e l  imp o r tant c onsideration b e  given t o  si ting o n  pub l i c  
land s whi c h  ar e alr e ady a c c e s s ib l e  t o  the pub l i c . 

J .  No mention of s o i l - c ons ervati on ra tings such a s  alp ine and 
sUb -alpine s o i l s  h as  b e en made - even tho s e  where i t  i s  appr o pr i a te -
even though thi s  affe c t s r e c overy rat e s  of vegeta t i o n  and ero s i on . 

All in all , I would que s t i on whe ther the SDE I S  addr e s s e s  
i t s e lf t o  analy si s in �y d e ta i l  o f  the impac t  o n  land owner s ,  
wi ldlife and c onservat i o n  c cn c erns s i nc e  there i s  a b la s e  
a t ti tude that b e c au s e  t h e  power l i ne i s  n e e d e d ( in the REA ' s  m ind ) 
i t  o utwe igh s  any po ints that b ear a negative r e lati o nship to 
j u stifi c at i o n  for the l ine . 

I f e e l  that a very sp e c i f i c  analy s i s  of the pr opo s e d  r o u t e  
should b e  mad e , no t j u s t  a general c ompar i s o n  of different 
alt ernative route s . B i g  general i ti e s always ar e f lawe d and thi s 
d o c ument ab ound s in them . 

I wo uld r e c c ommend that r ev i ewe r s  peruse the b o ok Environm ental 
Impa c t  A s s e s sment by C o rwi n , Heffernan , er . al .  E d i to r s , pub l i shed 
by Fre eman , C o oper & c ompany in 1 9 7 5 . I t  rai s e s  b e tter than I 
can some c r i teria by whi c h  one c ould s e r i o u s ly qu e s ti on the vali d i ty 
o f  the pr e sent phi l o sophy b ehind transm i s s i on line d ev e l o pment i n  
Southwe s t ern C o lo rado and the ob j e c tivi ty of the d ev e l opers of 
the SDE I S  when evalua ting impac t s  of the propo sed pro j e c t . 

Z:;;;d � 
Anita VOge laa� 

2205 Ridge Road 
Kalama z o o , M i c hi gan 49008 
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P U B L I C H E A R I NG CO�� E � T  FOR� 

R i � ! e - Sa n  Juan 3 4 5  kV T ra n s ffi i s s i o n  Li n e  

N a me 

__ mRS . •  A It E E N  m A X W E L L  

A d d r e s s  

Re p re s e n t i n g 

C O N C E R N E D  C I T I Z E N  

P .  O .  B O X  1 6 .  C O R T E Z .  C O L O R A D O  8 1 3 2 1 

Da t e  

A U G U S T  7 ,  1 9 8 3 

Pl e as e  p ro v i d e  a n y  comme n t s  re l a t i ve t o  t h e  p o t en t i a l  e n vi ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  o f  t h e  

R i f l e - S a n  J u a n  3 4 S  k V  t ra r.s �i s s i on l i n e  p r o j e c t , o r  t h e  Su p p l e�en t a l  Dra f t  En v i ronme n t a l  

I m p a c t  S t a t e :;e :-: �  : : r  t� i s  � rc, � e c : . Cor: .. -:e n � s rna)' b e  s e n t  t o  !":r . v.' i l l i a r.: E: .  Da v i s , Di re c t 2 !"' , 

Wes t e rn A re a - E l e 2 t ri c ,  P � ra l E l e c � ri f! c a t i o r.  A d � i n i s t ra t i on , Agri c u l t u re S o u t h  Bu i l d i n g , 

R o o �  3 30 4 , �a s � i r. g t or. , � . c .  2 C 2 5 � , w i t � i r. two w e e � s  o f  th i s  me e t i n g . 

G e n t l e m e n : l a s t y e a r  t h e  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  d e n i e o  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  C o l o r a d o - U t e  f o r  t h i s  3 4 5  K V  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e  p r o j e c t  a n d  I 
f e e l  t h e r e  i s  n o  m o r e  n e e d  f o r  i t  n o w  t h a n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

i m p a c t o n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  w i l l  b e  d i s a s t r o u s t o  o u r s o c i a l a n d  e c o n o m i c  w e l l  

b e i n g . O u r g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  i s  o u r b e a u t i f u l  s c e n e r y w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  a g r e a t  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  o u r e c o n o m y  d u e t o  t h e  t o u r i s t t r a d e . P eo p l e  c o m e  f r o m  a l l o v e c  

t h e  w o r l d  t o  v i e w o u r b e a u t i f u l  s c e n e r y a n d  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y w i l l  n o t  c o m e  t o  v :  

t h e s e  m o n s t r o s i t i e s t h a t  C o l o r a d o - U t e  p l a n s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  i n  o u r b e a u t i f u l  

m o u n t a i n  a r e a . I f  t h e s e  l i n e s  a r e c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  o u r f a r m l a n d , t h e n  o u r  e c o n c 

w i l l  a l s o  s u f f e r a s  o u r m a i n e c o n o m y  h e r e c o m e s  f r o m  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  a n d f a r m i n �  

W h y  s h o u l d w e  b e  f o r c e d t o  s a c r i f i c e  o ur l i v e h o o d  a n d o u r  G o d - g i v e n h e r i t a g e  � 

t h a t  C a l i f .  a n d o t h e r  s t a t e s  c a n  h a v e m o r e  p o w e r ?  T h e  o n l y r e a s o n  C o l o r a d o - U t  

i s  w o r k i n g  s o  h a r d  t o  g e t  t h i s  l i n e i n  i s  f o r  t h e  a l m i g h t y  d o l l a r - - t h e y  a r e 

B I G  B U S I N E S S a n d  c o u l d c a r e  l e s s  f o r  o u r  l o c a l i t y .  O u r  C o u n t y C o mm i s s i o n e r s  

g o  a l o n g  w i t h  C o l o r a d o - U t e  t o  t h e e x t e n t  o f  g r a n t i n g  t h e m  a p e r m i t  t o  c r o s s  

o u r C o u n t y  e v e n  b e f o r e  P . U . C .  h e l d t h e i r  m e e t i n g t o  d e n y  

i t .  O n e  o f  o u r C o m m i s s i o n e r s  i s  a l s o  o n  t h e  E m p i r e  E l e c t r i c  B o a r d  a n d  E m p i r e  

E l e c t r i c a n d  C o l o r a d o - U t e  w o r k  h a n d i n - h a n d . O t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e s  s h o u l d b e  
r [I \, ! 



e x p l o r e d t h a t  w i l l  n o t h a v e t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t o n  t h i s  a r e a  

t h a t  t h i s  l i n e  w i l l  h a v e - - - s uc h a s  u p g r a d i n g  t h e  W A P A  l i n e . 

g i v e  u s  a l l t h e  p o w e r  w e  w i l l  n e e d . 

a r � a . 

T h i s  s h o u l d 

f e e l  w e  a r e b e i n g s t r o n g l y u r g e  y o u t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i m p a c t o n  o u r 

u s e d  b y  C o l o r a d o - U t e  t o  o b t a i n t h e i r  o w n  m e a n s a t  o u r e x p e n s e . 
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� I L L I A M  D A V I S ,  D I R E C T O R 
� E S T E R N  A R E A  E L E C T R I C  
R � A  A G R I C U L T U R E  S O U T H  8 L � G  R M  3 3 0 �  
� A S � I N G T O N  D C  2 0 2 5 0  

A F i C O L O R A D O  U &  U T E  ! U � P L ! M E N T A L  D R A F T  ! N V r R O N M E N T A L  I M P A C T  
S T A T E M E N T .  
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P U B L I C  HEARING COMMENT FORM 

Ri fle -San Juan 3 4 5  kV Trans mi s s i on Li ne 

N a me 

!d)�r-f f, l3emr/f'r 

Re p re s e n t i n g  

7 

P l e a s e  p ro v i d e any comments re l a t i ve t o  t h e  pote n t i a l  e n vi ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  of t h e  

R i f l e - San Juan 345 k V  t ra n s mi s s i on l i n e  p ro j e c t , o r  the Su p p l e men t a l  Dra ft En v i ronme n t a l  

Impa c t  Sta t e me n t  for t h i s  p ro j e c t .  Comme n t s  may be s en t  t o  Mr . Wi l l i a m  E .  Davi s , D i re c t o r ,  

Wes t e rn A r e a  - E l e c t ri c , Rura l E l e c t ri fi c a t i o n  Admin i s t ra t i on , Agri c u l t u re S o u t h  Bui l d i n g , 

Room 3 30 4 , Was h i n g t on , D . C .  2 0 2 50 , wi t h i n  two weeks o f  t h i s  mee t i n g .  
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P UBL I C  HEARING COMMENT FORM 

Ri f l e - Sa n Juan 3 4 5  kV Tra nsmis s i on Li ne 

Name Da te � Re p re s e n t i n g  

i .  ") /)41 i&1.Z L�.a'"""t &y3A 
(�d LI 127� i 

Please p rov i de any comme n ts re l a t i ve to the p o ten t i a l  e n vi ronme n t a l  i mp a c ts of the 

Ri fle -San Juan 3 4 5  kV t ra n s mi ss i on l i ne p ro j e c t , o r  the S u p p l emen tal Draft Envi ronmental 

Imp a c t  S t a t e me n t  for th i s  p ro j e c t .  Cow�en ts may b e  s e n t t o  Mr . W i l l i a m  E .  Da v i s , Di re c t o r ,  

We s te rn Are a  - El e c t ri c ,  Rura l E l e c t ri fi c a t i o n Admi n i s t ra t i on , Agri c u l t u re S o u t h  Bui l di ng , 

Room 3 3 0 4 , Was h i n g t on , D . C .  2 0 2 50 , w i t h i n  two weeks o f  this me e t i n g .  

Signature 



PUBLIC HEARING COt-1HENT FORH 

Ri f l e -San Juan 345 kV Trans mis s i on Li ne 

Rep res enting Da te 

Please p rovide a ny c omments re l a t i ve to the poten t i a l  envi ronme n t a l  i mp a c ts o f  th e 

Ri fle-San Juan 3 4 5  k V  t rar.smi s s i on l i ne p ro j ec t , o r  the Supp lemen t a l  Dra ft En v i ronme n t a l  

Impa c t  Sta teme n t  for t h i s  p r o j e c t .  Comnents may be s en t  t o  Hr . Wi l l i a m  E .  Da vi s , Di re c to r ,  

Wes t e rn Area - Ele c t ri c , Rural E le c t ri fi c a tion Admin i s t ra t i on , Agri c u l ture South Bui l d i ng , 

Room 3 30 4 , Was h i ngton , D . C .  2 0 2 5 0 , wi thin two weeks o f  thi s  mee t ing . 
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A d d re s s  
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P U B L I C H E A R I N G  COXME NT FORM 

Ri f l e - Sa n  Juan 3 4 5  kV Tra n s mi s s i o n  L i n e  

15rJL L oO� 

I' S I 

Re p re s e n t i n g  Da t e  

P l e a s e  p ro v i de a n y  c o ��e n t s  re l a t i ve t o  t h e  p o t en t i a l  e n v i ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  o f  t h e  

Rl l l e - �an J u a n  3 � �  K V  t r2 � s �i s s i on I l n e  p r o j e c t ,  o r  t h e  Su p p l e men t a l  Ura l t tn v i ronme n t a l  

Imp a c t  S t a t e me n t  f o r  t r. i 2  p r o j e c t . Co��en t s  may be s e n t  t o  Mr . W i l l i a m  E .  Da v i s , Di re c t o r  

Wes t e rn A r e a  - E l e c t ri c ,  R u ra l E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  A d m i n i s t ra t i on , Agri cu l t u re S o u t h  Bu i l d i n g , 

Room 3 3 0 4 , Wa s h i n g t on , D . C .  2 0 2 50 , w i t h i n  two w e e k s  o f  t h i s  me e t i n g . 
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Sign a t u re 
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I f  m c or, CE : F l c· d  y i  t h  t h e  s o u t h e rn p a r t o f  t h e  t ra n s rJ:i s s i o n l i n e  i n  L a  P l a t a 
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I� �ff� (.Ifh e  fo r e s t  l Ci n d  en d s .  ' o u r  p l an s  o n  t h e rTiap i n d i c Ci t e  t o  r.l e 

t h Ci t  y o u  I : o u l d  l i k e  t o  en t e r l'ion t o y a  R a n ch c O r.li n g  s o u t h  a t t h i s p o i n t , and 
\ . c  c l: r t G � n l y  G r e  o �, p o s C' d to t h i s .  \ :

'
e h a v e  b e en n C' g o t i a t i n g  a c o n t r a c t  fo r 

a � : ' i  r u n  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  a r e a sou th o f  H � y . 1 6 0 a n d  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e 
Ch e r r y  C r c ek C a r.lp g r o u n d . S i n c e  t h i s w o u l d  go a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  t o p o f  
t h e  c lxm t a i n t h e r e  i s  n o  I'; ay a t r Cin srr:i s s i o n l i n e  c o u l d  b e  b u i l t  t h e r e . 

R ec r e a t i on i n  t h i s a r ea i s  o f  th e u t rr:o s t  i mp o r t an c e  fo r t h e econ o my o f  t h i s 
c o u n t y , I feel w e  h a v e  a r e a l  p o t en t i a l  h e r e .  F a rmi n g t o n fo l k s  t el l  m e  
� s c a u s e  o f  t h e  o v e r c ro � d i n g  a t  P u rg a t o r y t h a t  i t  i s  w o r th d r i v i n g  t h e  
e x t r a  mi l e s t o  A sp en , b e c a u s e  th ey c a n  sp en d  mo r e  t i m e s k i i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  
\.: a i t i n  g i n l i n e . 

Th e r e fo r e  L a P l a t a  C o un t y  i s  l o si n g r e v en u e  th ey n e ed to o t h e r  r e s o r t s  
i n  o t h er c o u n t i e s a n d  t a k i n g  n e e d ed r e v en u e  a n d  s i n c e  w e  a r e so c l o s e  
t o  t h e  l�n t e z u ma C o u n t y  l i n e  w e  c o u l d h a v e  a l o t  o f  p eop l e c o me down from 
t h e r e . 

Wi t h  un emp l o y m ent a p ro b l em ,  i t  i s  an o t h e r  fa c t o r  to b e  co n s i d e r e d . I 
f e e l  w e  wo u l d l o s e n e ed ed t a x  do l l a r s  i f  y o u  w e r e  to p e rmi t t h e  t r a n smi s s i on 
1 i r, e  t o  c r o s s  o u r  1 and , and I'i o u l d b e  mu ch 1 e s s  d a ma g e  fo r i t  to s t a y  i n  
th e r e  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t  o f  w a y . 

I t h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r  c o n s i d e ra t i on a n d  do h o p e y o u  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  
s i t u a t i on a n d  n o t  c ro s s  o u r  l an d . 
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Si n c e r el y , 

���. �� 
St el l a  Mon toy a 
Mon t o y a  Sh e ep and Ca ttl e Co . ,  In c .  
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P U B L I C HEARING COMMENT FORM 

Ri fle-San Juan 3 4 5  k V  Transmi s s ion Li ne 

Re p re s e nting 

p' 
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Date 

P l e a s e  p rovi de any c o mments re l at i ve t o  the poten t i a l  envi ronme n t a l  i mp a c t s  o f  the 

31 ! 5 k V  t !,",3 r � :;Ii s s i on l i n e  p r o j P c t , or the Su p p l eme n t a l  Dra ft En v i ronme n t a l  

Imp a c t  Sta teme n t  for t h i s  p r o j e c t . Commen ts may be s e n t  t o  Mr . Wi l l i am E .  Davi s , Di re c t o r , 

Wes t e rn Area - E l e c t ri c , Rural E l e c t ri fi c a t i on A dmi ni s t ra t i o n , Agri c u l t ure South Bui l ding , 

Room 3 30 4 , Was h i ngton , D . C .  2 0 2 50 , wi thin two weeks o f  this meeting . 
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G.\' United States 
Department of 

, .  Agriculture 

Soil 
Conservation 
Service 

Will iam E .  Davis , Direc tor 
Wes t e rn Area-Electr ic 

P . O .  Bo x 1 7 1  0 7 
Denver , CO 802 1 7  

Rural Elec t r i f i c a t ion Adminis trat ion 
1 4 th & Independ enc e Ave . , S . W .  
Wa shington , D . C .  2 02 50 

July 1 2 , 1 983 

Re : Commen t s  on Supplemental Draft  Environmental Impac t S t a tement/Rifle to  
San Juan 34 5-KV Transmiss ion L ine and Associated Fac i l i t ies - June , 1 983 . 

Dear Nr . Davis : 

Hy s t a f f  has reviewed the above document with part icular empha s is on adverse 
impac t s  to  the soil and wa ter resources that may occur on p r ivate l and s within 
t he scope o f  the proj ect . 

Our interpretat ions ind icat e :  1 )  that 0 . 63 acre o f  prime farmland will be  
adversely imp a c t ed , 2 )  revege t a t ion and sediment control wil l be accompl i s hed 
on dis turbed areas , 3 )  righ t s -of-ways (ROW) wil l ,  insofar as poss ible , be 
taken along f i eld boundaries , et c .  to avo id conf l i c t s  with agr icul tural land 
us e ,  and 4 )  ROW corridors will be establ ished only a f t er consul t a t ion with 
af f ec ted landowners and land management agenc ies . In view of the f o rego ing , 
we bel ieve t his proj ect  will have an ins ignif icant impact on areas o f  agricul­
tural concern . 

I do wish to  congratulate you and your s t a f f  on the wel l-wr i t ten and t horough 
d is cu s s ion and impact d i s c los ure of this proj ect . Thank you for the oppor tuni ty 
to  review the E I S  document and make comment s . 

S inc'erely , 

����,--
Sheldon G .  Boone 
S ta te Cons erva t ionis t 

cc : Peter C .  Myers , Chief , SCS , Washingt on D . C .  

The Soil Conservation Service 
il an agency of the 
Oepertment of Agricutlure 

SCS-AS-1 
10-79 



DAT E :  

I N  R E PL.Y 

R E F ER TO: 

aUBJECT; 

,.ROM ; 

TO: 

DEPART M E NT OF TRANSPORTATION 
F E D E RAL A V I AT I O N  A D M I N I ST R ATION 

July 2 9 , 1 9 8 3  

ASW-43A 

SOU THW EST REGION 
P. O .  B O X  1 68 11  

FORT WOR T H .  TEXAS 7 6 1 0 1  

Environmental Impact S tatement - Ri fle t o  San Juan 345 -kv Transmis sion 
Line and Associated Facilit ies 

Manager , Budget and Planning Branch , ASW-43 

G eorge J .  Bagnall 
Chief , Di stribu tion and Transmission Engineer ing Branch 
West ern Area - Electric 
Rural  Electri ficat ion Administrat ion 
Washington , D. C. 20250 

Southwest Region has reviewed the proposed cons t ruct ion o f  the 34 5 ki l ovol t 
transmis s ion l ine between Ri fl e ,  Col orado and the San Juan generat ing 
stat ion near F armingt o n ,  New Mexico . We find that it  wil l  have no adverse 
impact on FAA fa c i l i t ies  now installed or p lanned . 

4 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AR MY 
SACRAM ENTO OISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

6!50 CAPITOL MALL 
SACRAM ENTO .  CALI FORNIA 9 !58 1 4  

R E P L Y  T O  
A T T E N T I O N  O F'  

SPKED-W 

Mr . George J .  Bagnal l  

Ju ly 2 8 ,  1983 

Chief , Di s t ribution and Transmi ss ion 
Engineering Branch 

We s te rn Area - Electric 
Rural Elec trification Adminis tration 
Washington , D . C .  20250 

Dear Mr . Bagnal l :  

This is  in rep ly t o  your let ter of  June 13 , 1983  requesting commen ts 
on the Supp lemental Dra f t  Envir onmental Impact Statemen t for Rif le _ 

San Juan 345-KV Transmi ssion Line and Associated Facilities . 

We previ ous ly reviewed the DEIS dated July 1981 and supplied 
comment s  a t  tha t  time . A copy of our ear lier letter is enc losed . 
Thos e  commen ts are appropriate to the Supplemental DEIS . 

Thank you for the opp or tunity  to provide r eview comment s .  

Sincerely , 

��'<1�-� -J'�eorge C. We dell  � Chie f ,  Engi eering Divis ion 

Enclosure 



SPKED-W 

Mr .  !Tank Bennett , Director 
Power Supply Divi a ion 

iACi(A�lt:m), CALIFORC>.IA 95814 

Iura l  Electri ficat ion Admin istra t ion 
�ashington , DC 20250 

Dear Mr. Bennet t :  

11 August 1981 

This i8 in reply to your agency ' s  reques t for us to review the Draft Environ­
mental Impac t Statement for Rifle - San Juan 345-kV Transmission Line aDd 
Assoc iated Fac ilities . 

We have reviewed tbe draft a tatement and have concluded that the propoaed 
transmis s ion line and associated facilitiea would not conflict with Corpa of 
Engineers flood control proj ects and plans or our responsibilities witb respect 
to navigation. Further , the s tatement adequately describes the consideration. 
for implementing rivers and floodplain c�oasinga to a.oid flood damas .. within 
the 10�year floodplains . The draft lIS has given consideration to po.aible 
�. to wetlands and hu eoDC luded that wetlanda would be avo ided OT apanned. 
When the wetland sapping is completed and transmiss ion line plana are developed , 
1t 18 augges ted that poss ible wetlanda impacta be revi.wed and that coordination 
of the need for a Depar tment of the Army Seet10n 404 'Permita under the Clean 
Water Act (33 usc 1344) be carried out directly wi th our Regulatory Office to 
Grand Junction , Colorado . The contaet and address are : 

Mr .  Ro dney �ood 
Corps of Ensineer8 
US Cour tbous e .  It.o!m 230 
400 llood Avenue 
Grand Junction , CO 81501 
(303) 243-1199 

We appreciate the opportunity to review tbe draft atatement .  

Sincerely , 

GEORGE C .  WEDDELL 
Chief.  Ingineari.ng D1v181OD 



RICHARD D. LAMM 
Governor JERIS A. DANIELSON 

Stale Engineer 

OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER 
DIVIS ION O F  WATER RESO URCES 

1 3 1 3  Sherman Street-Room 8 1 8  
Denver, Colorado 80203 

(303) 866-3581 
Augu s t  2 ,  1 9 8 3  

P-1EHORANDill1 

S t a t e  Eng in e et'�

·j; TO : State Cl earinghou s e  

FRO�I : Ha l D .  S impson , As s i stant 

' .. 

. .! 
, 

. .  

SUBJECT : Rifl e to San Juan 34S -kV Tran smi s s ion Lin e ,  Supp l ement a l  Draft 
Envi ronment a l  Impact Stat ement (DE I S )  

. .  , 

Th i s  i s  t o  acknowl edge rec e ipt o f  your request for rev iew o f  the above refer­
enced DE l S .  We have no obj ect ions to the con struct ion of th e t ran smi ss ion 
l in e  prov i ded t h at exi s t ing wat er righ t s  are not inj ured by con struct ion o f  
towers i n  the v i c in i ty of exi st ing streams o r  diversion s t ructures .  
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." ,;" ."' .. . :.� ....... " , 

.� . 
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PLANNING DIVISION 
(STATE CLEARINGHOUSE) 

REVIEW CERTIFICATION FORM 

STATE PLANNING DIVISION 
DEPT. OF FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 505 DON GASPAR 

� . '  
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87503 

MIS 6 

� �� " 
(505) �27-2073 

TO: \A. .\.b.� . cz.. • .......4. t..\�+ru..� a �w' ''''''' 
l� � • �4,.wci-.-.cz.. Q.N.a - � &..J . 

ott: 
DATE: e.{i6\8� 

Wca.o.k.--. � , b.-=: '2 () Z.56 
SUBJECT: 0 PRELIMINARY REVIEW 0 STATE/AREA PLAN 

V'FINAL REVIEW 0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

PROJECT TITLE, �lt to �� � I<V �M!:eO"""'e &...:. 
APPLICANT: ______________________________________________________________ __ 

SAl NUMBER: jJ  ..... ,M�-'1=:""'-'�=--O�b'---"'2"_::��· DQ�!<.l.l- FEDERAL CATALOG NUMBER: \ D .  t�L 
FEDERAL AGENCY, U.s'UA � z\ed?� o.&.w.Mc.Atm.oft&v.. 
PROPOSED FUNDING (PER 424 FORM) AMOUNT 

FEDE RAL $-----------

APPLICANT 

STATE 

LOCAL 

OTHE R 

TOTAL 

FOR FINAL APPLICATION ONLY: 
REVIEW RESULTS: 

� The application is supported. 
____ The application is not in conflict with State, Areawide or Local plans. 
______ Comments are attached for submission with this application. 

& � � . � ''4 � 
AGENCY 

TO THE A PPLICANT: 
You may now submit your application package, this form and all review comments to the Federal or State Agellcy(s) 
from whom action is being requested. 

Please notify the Planning Division (Clearinghouse) of any changes in this �pondence;�Wjecl 

�k ) �TATE CLEARING HOUSE 

� /f'tf-l 

NG DIVISION DIRECTOR 
White: to Applicant. 
Green: for Federal Agency. 
Canary: SPD Copy. 
Pink: Lead Agency. 
Go!denrod: Federal Funds Tr"ckin� 



N E W  ME XICO DEPARTMENT OF A G R I C U L  TURE 

ADMI N I S T R A T I V E  S E fl V I C E S  Box 3 1 B'3/LbS C'UC4!S. Nt:-...... Me.ico 88003 101.,,"000 (505) (;46-3007 

Ju l y  1 5 .  1 9 83 

Mr . Dav id F .  Ma r t in e z  
Department o f  F inanc e and Admin i s t ra t ion 
42 1 S t a t e  Cap it o l  
San t a  Fe . New Mex ico 87503 

D e a r  Hr . Ma r t in e z : 

Enc l o s ed a r e  t h e  MlS-4 forms for t h e  Su ppl imen t a l  
D r a ft Envi ronmen t a l  Impa c t  S t a t emen t (DE l S ) R i f l e  
t o  S a n  Ju a n  345-KV Tran sm i s s io n  L i n e  and t h e  DE l S  
Ta o s-San Lu i s  Va l l ey 3 45-KV Transm i s s i on L in e .  

Aft e r  c a r e f u l  review we f in d  l it t l e  impa c t  t o  the 
agr i c u l t u r a l  r e s ou r c e s  w i t h in New Mex ico t ha t  
wi l l  n o t  b e  m i t iga t ed . 

Thank you for t h i s  oppor t u n i t y  t o  c ommen t . 

S inc e r e l y .  

Cha r l e s  H.  Gr e e n e  
D iv i s ion D irec t or 

CIlG/ms 



A P P E N D I X  B 
E l e c t r i c a l  E f fe c t s  B i b l i og r a p hy 





Adey , W .  

Am stutz , 

Bankosk e , 

Bankosk e , 

Bel yaev a , 

B I B L I OGRAPHY 

B I OLOGI CAL EFFECTS OF TRANSM I SS I O N  L I NES  

R . , et al . T i s s u e  I n terac t i on w i th Non i on i z i ng El e c tromagneti c 
F i el d s . F i nal  Report , Report No . 00E/ET/29078-Tl ( OE 8 1 0 2 7 6 54 ) , 
Prepared for Depa rtment of  Energy under C on trac t No . A I0 1 -79 ET29078 , 
Jerry L .  Pett i s Memor i al Veteran s Hospi ta l , Loma L i nda , Ca l i fo rn i a  
and B i omed i c a l  Sc i ences Di v i s i on , R i ver s i de , C al i forni a .  Feb r u a ry 
198 1 . 

H a rol d E .  and  Dav i d  B .  M i l l er ,  A Stu dy o f  F a rm An i ma l s Near 
7 6 5 - k V  Tra n sm i s s i on L i n e s . Stu dy c o n d uc ted for the I n d i a n a  an d 
Mi c h i gan El ectric C ompa ny and  Ameri c an El ec tri c Power Serv i c e  
Corporati on . J a n uary 1 980 . 

Effec t of  El ectr i c  F i el d s  from 7 6 5 -k V  Tra n smi s s i on L i n e s  on  
F a rm Animal s .  P rel imi nary Report , C onduc ted fo r I ndi a n a  and 
Mi c h i gan El ec tri c Company a n d  Ameri c an El ectri c Power Serv i c e  
Corporati on , Pu rdue Uni versi ty , Lafayette , I n d i an a . J u l y  1978 . 

J .  W . , G .  W .  McKee , a n d  H .  B .  Graves , Ec o l o g i c a l  I n fl uence 
of El ectr i c  F i el d s . I n teri m Report 2 ,  Report No . E P R I  EA- 1 78 , 
Prepa red for El ec tr i c  Power Resea rc h  I ns t i tute u n der Research  
Proj ec t 1 2 9 , Wes ti n g ho u se El ectri c Corpora t i on , East  P i tt s b urg h , 
Penn syl v an i a .  Septembe r  1 97 6 . 

J .  W . , o .  T .  Poznan i a k , G .  W .  Mc Kee , H .  B .  Graves , and  J .  E .  
Bri dges , B i l ol o g i cal  E ffec ts o f  El f El ec t r i c  F i el d s  Some U .  S .  
Re searc h  Re sul t s . Pape r  No . 36-05 , Pre sen ted at the I nter­
na tional  Con ference on  Large H i gh Vol tage El ec tr i c  Sys tems , 
Pari s ,  F ran ce . August 30 - September 7 ,  1978 . 

T .  I .  The P hys i 01 ogi  c al I n vesti  gati  on  o f  the Effec ts o f  a 
H i gh Ten sion , I ndu stri al F requency El ectri c al F i el d  o n  Li V i ng 
Organ i sms . Tra n sl ated by Vi c tor Mi shkov sky and G .  Guy Knickerboc ker . 
Oc tober , 1 9 7 4 . 

B i ol o g i cal  E ffec ts o f  H i gh Strength El ec tr i c  F i e l d s  on  Sma l l Labo rato ry 
An imal s .  An n ual Report : Apr i l  1 977 to Marc h 1 978 , Report No . 
HCP/T1830-03 , P re pa red for Depa rtment o f  Ene rgy under C on trac t 
No . E V - 7 6 -C - 06 - 18 30 , B attel l e ,  Pac i fi c  North west Labo ratori e s , 
Ri c hl an d ,  Wa s h i  n gton . Apri 1 1978 . • 

Bonnev i l l e  Power Adm i n i s tra ti on , El ectr i c a l  Effec ts o f  Tra n smi s s i on L i nes . 
September 1 5 , 1 9 7 5 . 



Bo nnev i l l e  Power Adm i n i strat i on , 1 200-kV Tra n sm i s s i o n Li ne Te st P rog ram 
i n F Y  1 980 . ( Oc tober 1 97 9  - September 1 980 ) , P re pa red for 
Can a d i a n  El ectr i c a l  Assoc i ati on , Portl and , Oregon . Undated . 

Bourgsdorf , V .  and  M .  S forzi n i , UHV  Tran smi s s i o n F e a s i b i l i ty .  Con ference 
Internat i on a l e Des  Gra n d s  Reseaux  Elec tr i qu es A Haute Ten s i o n 
( I nternati onal  Conference on La rge Hi g h  Vol tage El ec t r i c  
Sys tem s ) . Au gust  27 , 1 98 0 . 

Bra c ke n , 

Bri dges , 

Bri d ge s , 

Dan T .  An al ysi s o f  Bonnev i l l e  Powe r Admi n i strati on Oc c u pati onal  
El ectri c Field Expo s u re Data . I nterim Report , July  1 ,  1982 -
March 3 1 , 1 98 3 , Pre pa re d  for Bonnev i l l e  Power Adm i n i strati on , 
Portl and , Oregon . Undate d . 

J .  E .  B i ol o g i cal  E ffec ts o f  H i gh-Vol ta ge El ectr i c  F i el d s :  
Bi bl i ogra p hy a n d  Su rvey o f  Ongo i ng Wo rk , 1975 . Fi nal Report , 
No . E P R I  381-1-B , Pre pa red fo r El ec tri c Power Researc h  I n sti tute 
under Research P roj ec t 38 1 - 1 , l I T Re search I n s t i tute , C hi c ago , 
I l l i n o i s .  November 1 97 5 . 

B i ol ogi c a l  E ffec ts o f  H i gh-Vol tage F i e l d s : An Update . F i nal  
Report , Vol ume I ,  Report No . E P R I  EA- 1123 , P repa red for El ec tr i c  
Powe r  Rese a rc h  I n sti tute u n der Resea rc h P roj ec t 8 5 7 - 1 , l I T  Rese arch  
I n s ti tute , C h i c a go , I l l i n o i s .  J u l y  1 9 7 9 . 

B i ol og i c a l  Effec ts o f  H i gh -Vol tage El ectr i c  F i el d s : Sta te-of­
the -Art Rev i ew and P rog ram Pl an . Report No . EPRI  381 - 1 . P repa re d  
fo r El ec tri c Power Resea rch I n s ti tute under  Research P roj ec t 38 1 - 1 , 
l I T  Re search I n s t i tute , C h i c a go , I l l i n o i s .  Novembe r  1 97 5 . 

E n v i ronmental Co n s i dera t i on s  Concern i n g the B i ol og i c al  Effec ts 
of Powe r Frequency ( 50 or  60  H z )  El ectr i c  F i el d s . Paper No . 
F 7 7 - 2 56 - 1 , Pre pa re d  fo r El ectri c P ower Research I n sti tute u n der 
Proj ect RP 38 1 - 1 ,  l I T  Research I n sti tute , C h i cago , I l l i n o i s .  
Undated . 

J .  E .  and  '1 . J .  F ra zi er , The Effec ts o f  60-He rtz El ectr i c  and  
Ma gne ti c F i el d s  on Impl a nte d  C a rdi ac Pacema k e r s . Fi nal Report , 
Report No . EPRI  EA- 1 1 74 ,  P repared for El ectr i c  Powe r  Research 
Insti tute under  Rese a rc h  Proj ec t 6 7 9 -0 1 , l I T Researc h  I n s t i tute , 
Chi c ago , I l l i no i s .  September 1 979 . 

C l o u d , H .  A . , R .  D .  App l eman , and  R .  J .  Gu sta fson , Stray Vol tage P robl em s 
wi th Da i ry Cows . North Cen tra l Reg i on a l  Exten sion P ubl i c ati o n  
125 , Mi n ne sota Ag ri c ul tural  Exten s i on Serv i c e . Undate d . 

Deno , D .  �/ . El ectrosta t i c and  El ec troma gnet i c  E f fects o f  Ul tra h i gh-
Vol tage Tran smi s s i o n  Li nes . Fi nal Report , No . EPRJ EL-802 , 
Prepared for El ec tric Power Resea rc h I n sti tu te u n der Research  
Proj ec t 566 - 1 , Gen eral  E l ec tr i c  C ompany , P i tts f i e l d ,  Mas sac h u setts . 
June  1 978 . 
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Ehret , C .  F . ,  R .  S .  Rose nbe rg , G .  A .  Sac h e r , P .  H .  Duffy ,  K .  R .  Groh , a n d  
J .  J .  R u s se l l ,  B i omed i c a l  Effec ts Assoc i a ted wi th Energy 
Tra n smi s s i on Sy stems : Effects of 60- Hz El ectric F i el d s  o n  
C i rcadi a n  a n d  Ul tradi an  Phy s i ol og i c al a nd Behavi oral F u ncti on s 
i n  Smal l Rodents . Report No . DOE/T I C/ 10276 53  ( DE81027653 ) ,  
Prepa red fo r Depa rtment o f  Ene rgy under Contra c t  No . W-3 1 - 1 09-
ENG-38 , Argonne Nati o n a l  Laboratory , Di v i s i on of B i o l ogy a n d  
Med i c al  Researc h , Argon n e , I l l i n o i s .  1 98 1 . 

El ectr i c a l  Power Research I n sti tute ( E PR I ) . B i o l o g i c a l  Effec ts o f  H i g h ­
Vol tage El ec tr i c  F i el d s :  An Update . Pub l i c a t i on No . EA- 1 1 2 3 . 
1979 . 

Ewy , K .  A . , D .  R .  Kal l esen , L .  E .  Stetson , a n d  R .  E .  Han son , I nve sti ­
ga t i o n o f  Powe r  L i n e a n d  I rr i ga ti on System Compati bil i ty .  
Paper p re sented at I E EE PES Wi nter Meeti ng , Atl a nta , Georg i a . 
198 1 . 

Forti n ,  J .  M .  and  C .  V i gnea u l t ,  Impact  o f  El ectr i c  Towe r s  on F a rm  Ma­
c h i nery Opera t i on s . Paper No . 81 -3503 , Pre sen ted at th e 198 1 
Wi nter Meeti ng Ameri c a n  Soc i ety o f  Ag r i c u l tural  Eng i neers , 
C h i c ago , I l l i no i s .  Dec embe r  1 5 - 1 8 , 198 1 . 

Geh r i g ,  E .  H .  a n d  J .  M .  Lee , J r .  Tra n smi s s i on L i n e E n v i ronmental Effec ts -
An Opera t i n g  Ut i l i ty V i ewp o i n t .  P resented a t  Dep a rtment of Energy 
Envi ro nmental Con trol Sympo s i um , Was h i ngton , D . C . ,  B on n e v i l l e  
Powe r  Ad� i n i strati on , Portl and , Oregon . November 28 - 30 , 1978 . 

G i l l i s ,  M .  F .  et al . E ffec ts of  El ectri c F i el d s  on  La rge An imal s .  
Inte r i m  Report , Report No . E P R I  EA-458 , Pre pared for El ectri c 
Powe r  Re searc h I n sti tute u nder Research P roj ec t 799 - 1 , B atte l l e ,  
Pac i fi c  Northwest Laborator i e s , R i c h l a n d , Wash i n g ton . J u ne 1 9 7 7 . 

G reenbu rg , Bern a rd , The Effec ts o f  H i gh-Vol tage Tra n smi s s i on L i n e s  on  
Honey Bee s : A Fea sibil i ty Study . Final Report , No . E P R I  EA-489 , 
Prepa red fo r El ec tri c Powe r Resea rc h  I n s t i tute u nder Tec h n i c a l  
Pl a n n i ng Stu dy 7 6 -6 30 , B i oconcern , I nc . ,  C h i c ago , I l l i no i s .  
J u l y 1 9 7 7 . 

Greenb urg , B ernard , J oh n  C .  Kuni c h , and V .  P .  B i ndoka s , The Effects o f  
Hi g h - Vol tage Tra n sm i s s i on L i n e s  on Ho ney Bees . Report No . 
EP R I  EA-841 , Pre pa red for El ec tri c Power Research I n sti tute 
under Resea rc h  P ro j ec t  934 - 1 , B i oc oncern , C h i c a go , I l l i n o i s .  
October 1 978 . 

Green e ,  R i c h a rd W .  A Stu dy o f  B i ol ogi cal  P roc esses  Near an  Ul tra - H i gh 
Vol tage Tran smi s si o n  Te st Li n e . Prepa red fo r Ameri can El ec tri c  
Power System , Depa rtmen t of Bi ol ogy ,  Uni vers i ty o f  Notre Dame , 
Notre Dame , I n d i a n a . 1 98 1 . 
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Gr i f fi th , De n n i s B .  Se l ected B i ol o g i cal  Pa rame te r s  Assoc i ated wi th a 
+400 - k V  d-c Tra n smi s s i o n  Li ne in Oregon . P repared fo r the 
Bon n e v i l l e  Power Adm i n i strati on , Wes tern I nte rsta te C omm i s s i on 
fo r H i gher Educati on , Resources Devel opment I ntern s h i p Program , 
Bou l der , Col o ra do . J u l y  1 5 , 1977 . 

Gu sta fson , R .  J .  a n d  V .  D .  Al bertson , Neu tral -to-Ea rth Vol tage and Ground 
C u rre n t  Effects i n  L i v e stoc k  F ac i l i ti e s . Paper No . 8 1 -TD-6 36-0 , 
IEEE . 1981 . 

Gusta fson , R .  J .  and  L .  8 .  C ra i ne ,  Neutral -to- Earth Vol tage s i n  L i vestock  
Fac i l i ti e s .  Ag r i c u l tu ra l Engi neeri ng Department , Un i ve r si ty of 
Mi n ne sota , St . Paul , Mi n ne sota , a n d  El ec tri c a l  E n g i neeri n g  Dep art­
men t ,  �Ia s h i n gton State Uni ver s i ty ,  P u l l man , Was h i n g ton . November 
1980 . 

Gu sta f son , R .  J . ,  D .  B .  Drache , a n d  H .  A .  C l o ud ,  Neutral -to - Ea r th Vol tage 
i n  Da i ry F a c i l t i e s  - 2 C a se Stu di e s . Paper No . NCR 80-305 , 
Pre sen ted a t  th e North Cen tral Region  Meeti n g  of  the Ame r i c a n  
Soc i e ty o f  Ag ri c u l tu ral  E ng i nee r s , F a rgo , No rth Dak ota . Oc tober 
23 - 24 , 1 980 . 

Hancoc k , J .  T .  and  D .  R .  Kal l e sen , I n duced C u rrent  Mea s u rements on  a 
Haysta c k  Wagon Under a 345 ,000- Vol t Li ne . Tra n s a c ti o n s  o f  
th e ASAE , Vol. 23 (1 ) . 1 980 . pp . 185 - 188 . 

Herrol d ,  J .  Heal th o f  Sa fety E ffec ts o f  EHV El ec tr i c a l  Tra n smi s s i o n L i ne s  -
A Rev i ew o f  th e L i te rature . �1i ch ; gan P ubl i c  Serv i c e  Comm i s s i o n 
De pa rtme nt o f  Commerc e , Lan s i ng , Mi c h i gan . 1 9 79 . 

Hj ere sen , D .  L . , M .  C .  Mi l l e r ,  W .  T .  Kaune , a n d  R .  D .  P h i l l i p s , A Be­
hav i oral  Re spo n se of Swi ne to a 60-Hz El ectr i c  F i e l d .  Prepared 
fo r El ec tri c Power Res earc h I n s ti tute u nder Contract 23 1 1 2 -
027 1 4 ,  B atte l l e ,  Pac i f i c  No rthwest Labo rato r i e s , R i c h l and , 
Wa s h i n g ton , Publ i shed i n :  B i oel ec tromagneti c s  3 .  1 98 2 , pp . 44 3 -
45 1 .  

Hodge s , Thomas  K .  and  C a ry A .  �1 i tchel l ,  F a rm Sc enes  Al ong  a 765-kV  Tra n s ­
m i s s i on L i ne .  Spon sored by Ame ri c a n  El ec tri c  Power System , 
Purdue Uni ver s i ty ,  West La faye tte , I n d i ana . 1 980 . 

- - - - - - Growth and  Y i e l d o f  F i el d  C rops  i n  t h e  P rox i m i ty o f  a n  Ul tra-
Hi gh Vol tage El ectric Tra n smi s s i o n  Te st L i n e . Spon sored by 
Ameri can El ec tric Power Sy stem , Purdue Uni vers i ty ,  West La fayette , 
I n d i a na . 1 9 79 . 

l I T Re search I n s ti tute . Eval uati on  o f  Heal th and  E n v i ronme n tal  Effects 
o f  Extra Hi gh Vol tage ( EHV) Tra n smi s s i o n . Pre pa red for the 
En v i ronMental Pro tec ti on Age ncy , Offi ce of Rad i a t i o n Program s , 
Wa s h i ngton , D . C .  u n der Con tract No . 68 - 0 1 -4604 . 1 9 79 . 
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I n k i s ,  Wal ter V .  Demon strati o n s  to Publ i c  o f  EHV Tra n smi s s i o n L i n e 
Effec t s-. - Paper No . r 77 - 5 49-9 , Pre sented a t  I E E E  P ES Sumner 
��eti n g , Mex i c o  C i ty ,  Mex i c o , I E E E  Tran sac ti o n s  on  Power Appa ra­
tus  and  Sys tems , Vol . PAS- 97 ( 2 ) .  March / Apr i l 1 9 78 . pp . 438-443 . 

Ka u n e , Wi l l i am T .  Powe r-Frequency E l ectr i c  F i e l d s  Averaged Over the 
Body Su rfaces o f  Gro u n ded Huma n s  a n d  An i mal s .  P repared for 
El ec tri c Power Research I n s ti tu te and Dep artmen t  o f  Energy , 
Ba tte l l e ,  Pac i fi c  Northwe s t  Lab ora tor i e s , R i c h l an d ,  Was h i n g ton , 
Publ i shed i n :  8 i oel ec tromag neti c s  2 .  1 98 1 . pp . 40 3 - 406 . 

- - - - - - B i ol o g i c a l  E ffec ts o f  6 0 - H z  E l ectr i c  F i e l d s  on  Mi n i ature Swi ne : 
Expo sure Facil i ty .  Paper No . F 79 693-3 , Presen ted at I E E E  PES  
Summer Meeti n g , Vanc o uver , B ri t i s h Col u�b i a , C an a d a , J u l y  1 5  -
20 , 1 9 7 9 , Publ i shed i n  I E E E  Tra n s ac t i on s  on  Power Apparatu s 
a n d  Sy s tem s , Vol . PAS-99( 1) .  J an ./Feb . 1980 . pp . 120- 128 . 

Kau n e , �I . T .  a n d  R .  D .  Ph i l l i p s , Compari son o f  the C o u p l i n g o f  Grou nded 
Human s ,  Swi ne and Rats to Ve rti c al , 60- H z  El ectric F ; elds . 
Pre pa red fo r Depa rtmen t of Energy unde r Contra c t  No . E Y -76 -C -
06 - 1830 a n d  El ec tr i c  Power Resea rc h  I n s ti tute u n der Con tra c t  
No . 23 1 1 2-027 1 4 , B attel l e ,  Pac i fi c  No rth we s t  Labora tori e s , 
Ri c h l a n d , Wash i n g to n , Publ i shed i n :  B i oel ec tromag neti c s  1 .  1 980 , 
pp . 1 1 7 - 1 2 9 . 

Kau n e , W .  T . , R .  D .  Ph i l l i p s , D .  L .  Hj eresen , R .  L .  R i c hardson , a n d  J .  L .  
Beamer , A Me thod for the Expo s u re o f  Mi n i a tu re Swi ne to Verti cl e 
6 0 - H z  E l ec tr;c F i elds . I E EE Tran sac t; o n s  o n  B i omed i c al E ngi ­
nee r; n g , Vol . BM E-25 ( 3 ) . May 1978 . pp . 27 6 - 28 3 . 

Knave , B . , et al . Long-Te rm Exposu re to E l ec tr i c  F i e l d s : a C r o s s - Sec ­
ti o n a l  E p i demi ol ogic  I n v e sti g a ti on  of Occ upati o n al l y  Exposed 
Wo rke r s  in  Hi gh-Vol tage Substati on s .  Paper p resented to Stu dy 
Comm i ttee 36 , El ec tra Pari s , No . 65 . J u l y  1 9 7 9 . pp . 4 1 - 5 4 . 

Lee , J .  M . , J r . , T .  D .  B rac ken , a n d  L .  E .  Rogers , El ec tr i c  a n d  Magn e t i c 
F i e l d s  a s  C o n s i derati on  i n  E n v i ronme n ta l  Stu d i e s  o f  T ra n smi s s i o n 
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Samp l e  ROW Agreeme n t s  





Parcel :\0. ______ _ 

EASDIEi\T 

EASDI E:\T made this ____ day of ________ • 1 9  • between _______ _ 

of the County of ______________ • State of Colorarlo (hereinafter ("alice! ""rantor". 
whether one or more) ane! Colorado'Lte Electric .\ssociation. Inl".. a Colorado corporation. ha\·int.: a 
principal office at l 8-!5 S. Townsend .\venue. City of �Iontrose. County of �Iontros�, State of Cult.· 
rado (hereinafter called "Colorado·Vte"). 

1. In consideration of the sum of _________________________ _ 

dollars paid by Colorado-Ute to Grantor. the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged. and of the further 
agreements and considerations staterl herein, Grantor hereby grants, bargains. sells. and conveys to 
Colorado-Ute and its successors and assi�ns forever, an casement and right-of-way for the construction. 
reconstruction, replacement, removal. up).,'Tade, maintenance arlrl operation of an electric transmission 
line consisting of  poles or structures and appurtenances thereto, supportin!! one or more electric circuits. 
together with the right to alter, repair or remO\'e the same in whole or in part at any time. which rillht-of­
way shall extend feet on each side of  the center line uf  the described real property as sho\\"ll 
on the attached Exhibit ,'\ (plus such additional area as is necessary to properly guy angle and deadenrl 
structures, if any, lo,ated upon said right.of-way). situated in County. Coltlrado. 
and described as follows: 

2. Grantor further b'Tants to Colorado-l."te and its successors and assigns t�� right of  in!, .. r�ss to 
and egress from the above-described right-of-way by means of  existing roads and lanes, if there is such. 
on Grantor's adjoining lands. or by such route(s) as shall be agreed upon by Grantor and Colorado-l-te. 
as shown on the attached Exhibit B. Grantor may relocate any such road (s), provided that access to the 
right-of-way, satisfactory to Colorado-Cte. is maintained. 

3. Colorado-Vte shall have the right to trim and to cut down and c1e:ll' away any and all trees. 
brush. and shrubbery either on or off the right-of-way which now or hereafter in the opinion of Colo­
rado-Vte may interfere with the safe operation and maintenance of the line or other equipment. Any 
and all trees cut and removed I)ereundcr which arc valuable for timber or wood shall remain the property 
of Grantor. All tops, lops, brush, and refuse wood shall be burned, chipped. scattered or removed by 
Colorado-Ute. 

4.  Colorado-Ute shall have the right to install, maintain, and usc gates in all fences which now or 
hereafter cross the right-of-way. 

5. Grantor shall have the right to usc the right-of-way for any purposes which will not.  by the 
written determination of Colorado-Ute or its assigns, constitute a hazard to life or limb. or interfere 
with Colorado-Ute's full utiliz:ation of the rights hereby granted. By way of example (and not as a 
limitation), unless written permission is granted, Grantor shall not erect or construct any building or 
other structure (including mobile homes or travel trailers), or store flammable or explosive materials. or 
conduct fueling operations, or construct, install or operate above ground mechanical irrigation facilities 
which could make an electrical contact with the conductors, or drill wells or conduct mining operations, 
or appreciably alter the grade of  the b'Tound surface. within the right-of-way. Colorado-l."te shall not 
unreasonably withhold such permission. 

6.  Grantor agrees that all poles or towers. wires. and other facilities install�d on the ri)lh t-of-way 
at Colorado-Ute's expense sh�l remain the property of Colorarlo-Ute. removable at the option of 
Colorado-Ute, or its successors and assigns. and further agrees to the joint usc or occupancy of the line 
by any other person, association, or corporation for electrification or telephone purposes. 
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7. Colorado·Vte shall use due care and diligence in the exercise of the ri�hts and prh'ile'l:es �.,.anted 
herein, to avoid damage to crops, livestock, fences, irrigation systems or other improvements or personal 
property within the right·"f.way, including any access road{s). If any such damaj(e occurs, and is caused 
by Colorado·Vte dminl( the exercise of such righ ts and privikl(l's, Colorado·Vte wiII compensate. or cau�e 
compensation to Gr.mtor. or will repair such damage'. 

8. In the event the transmission line is removed and the right.of.way is permanently abandoned. 
this casement shall be terminated by a quit claim deed from Colorado·Vte, or its successors and assh.'1"Is. 
to Grantor{s), their heirs or assigns. 

9. Grantor{s) warrant that they arc the owners of the abo\'e-described lands and that the said 
lands are free and clear of all liens and encumbrances. escept those held by the followin� prorsons :  

1 0. This easement agreemen t shall be binding upon the h eirs, successors and assi�s of Grantor 
and the successors and assil,'Ils of Colorado·Ute. 

Il\' \\'IT:-iESS W I l E R EO F, the undersil,'1"Ied Grantor{s) h:I\'e set their hands this ____ day of 

____________ , 1 9 _. 
{Please type or print name below signaturel 

(Note: Vse acknowledgement Fonn A for indivirluab. hmhand and wif ... partnerships : tlSe Form 1\ 
for corporations) 

FOR..\ I  A 
ACK;';O\\,LEDG D I E;';T 

STATE OF COLO RADO 

55. 
COVl\'TY O F  

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this  _____ day of ______ _ 

1 9  __ , by _________________________________________________________ __ 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 
My commission expires ____________ _ 

:-iotary Public 

Address 

FOR�1 B 

CORPORATE ACKl\'o\\'LEDG D I EXT 

STATE Of COLORADO 

IS. 
COUNTY O F  

Th e  foregoing instrument was acknowledged before m e  this _____ day of ______ _ 

1 9  _ , by , President, and _____________ __ 

Secretary, of ___________________________________ _ 

WIT�ESS my hand and official seal. 
My commission expires ____________ _ 

Xo tary Pu blic 

Address 



LC 132T 
( Rev  6-83 ) 

UN I TED STATES OF  AMER I CA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

WESTERN AREA POWER AD M I N I STRAT I ON 

TRANSM I SS ION L I NE 

CONTRACT AND GRANT OF EASEMENT 

TH I S  AGREEMENT made as  of the day of 

Contract No . :  

, 1 9 , between 

(GRANTOR ) ,  whether one or more , and THE UN I TED STATES OF AMER I CA ,  Department 
of Energy , Western Area Power Adm i n i strat i o n ,  (UN I TED STATES ) , re presented by 
the offi cer exec ut i ng th i s  agreement , pursuant to the Recl amat i on Act , Act of 
Ju ne 1 7 ,  1 902 , 32 Stat . 388 , and acts amendatory thereof a nd s uppl ementary 
the reto , and the Department of Energy Organ i zat i on Act , Act of August 4 ,  1 97 7 ,  
91 Stat . 56 5 . 

W I TNESSETH : 

That the part i es hereto covenant and agree as  fol l ows :  

1 .  The GRANTOR , for and i n  cons i derat i on of the sum of 
dol l ars  ( $  ) 

and  the prov i s i ons  conta i ned  i n  th i s  ag reement , does he reby g ra nt a nd convey 
to the U N I TED STATES O F  AMER I CA ,  and i ts a s s i gns , a perpetual  easement a nd 
ri g ht-of-way for el ectri c power and transmi s s i on pu rpos e s  i n ,  upo n ,  over 
and under the 1 a nd descri bed i n  Exhi  bit A ,  attached hereto and made a pa rt 
he reof. 

2.  The grant o f  easement shal l i nc1 ude the uni mpeded  ri g ht to  enter 
the above-descri bed easement area and to l ocate , construct , reconstruct , 
operate , mai nta i n ,  repa i r ,  rebui l d ,  upgra de , remove , perm i t  the attachment 
of w i re s  of others , and patrol a tra nsm i s s i on l i ne cons i st i ng of one l i ne  
of 'po1 e s  or str uctures a nd appu rtenances thereto , support i n g  conductors of 
one or more el ectri c ci rc ui ts of  any vol tage together wi t h  the present a nd 
fu tu re ri g ht to cl ear  the  easement area  and to keep the s ame cl ear  of brush , 
ti mbe r ,  i nfl ammabl e or u nauthori zed structures  or any other materi al s deemed 
by the U N ITED STATES to be fi re ha zard s .  Growi ng cro ps s ha l l not be con s i ­
dere d  to  be fi re ha zard s .  R i g hts  g ranted here i n shal l i ncl ude , where neces­
sary , tri mmi ng or cutt i ng tree s or  branches over or on  or extend i ng wi th i n t he 
ea sement area . A 1 1  materi a 1 s so removed shal l become the property of the 
UNI TED STATES and shal l be d i sposed of  by t he UN I TED STATES i n  a ny manner i t  
deems sui tabl e .  
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3 .  The ri  ght s gra nted he rei n a re s u bject to  the easement s of record 
or i n  u s e  as  wel l a s  out stand i n g mi neral ri ght s  i n  t h i rd pa rt i es . 

4 .  The  U N I T E D  STAT E S  s h a l l e x e rc i s e  d u e  c a re  a n d  d i l i g e n c e  i n  t h e  
exerci  se  o f  ri ghts and pri  v i l eges granted herei  n .  The UN ITED STATES  ag rees 
to repa i r or compen sate the  GRANTOR for damage to  a g r i c u l tu ra l  c rops , fences , 
i rri gat i on syst ems , d ra i nage  syst ems or ot her  i mprovements  wi t h i n the t ransmi s ­
si on l i ne ri ght - of-way that occu rs a s  a resu l t  of a n d  d u ri ng the const ruct i on ,  
recon struct i on ,  upgradi ng , ope rat i on and mai ntena nce , or removal  of the t ra n s ­
m i s s i on  l i nes . Payment for such damage sha l l be made on the  bas i s  of an  
approved apprai sa l  fu rni shed by the UN ITED STATES . 

5 .  The GRANTOR covenant s t o  and wi th  t h e  UN ITED  STATES that the GRANTOR 
i s  l awfu l l y se i z ed and pos ses sed of the l a nd afores a i d ; that the  GRANTOR has  
good and  l awfu l ri ght and power t o  sel l and convey the  s ame ; that the  s ame i s  
free a nd c 1  ear of encumbra nces , except as  herei  n prov i ded , or a s  may be ac­
ce ptabl e to the UN ITED  STATES ; and the GRANTOR wi l l  forever wa rrant and defend 
the t i t l e to sa i d  easement and  the qu i et pos ses s i on thereof aga i n st t he l awfu l 
cl a i ms and demands  of a l l pe rson s  whom soever . 

6 .  Th e GRANTOR sha l l ,  at the  GRANTOR ' s  cost , p rocu re and have recorded 
a l l a s s u rances of t i t l e and affi davi t s  wh i ch t h e  GRANTOR may be adv i sed by 
the UN I TED STATES a re necessary and prope r t o  show i n  the GRANTOR comp1 ete 
fee s i mpl e u nencumbered t i t l e to s a i d  prope rty , s u bj ect on l y  to i nterest s , 
l i ens , or en cumbra nces express l y  prov i ded here i n .  Abst racts or  ce rt i f i cates 
of t i t l e ,  or t i t l e  i n s u rance wi l l  be procu red by the U N I TED STATES at i t s  own 
ex pense un l ess  ot he rwi s e  prov i ded i n  th i s cont ract . The expense  of record i ng 
th i s  cont ract and g rant sha l l be pa i d  by the U N I TED STATES . 

The UN I TED STATES  sha l l rei mbu rse the GRANTOR i n  an  amount deemed by the 
UN I TED  STATES t o  be fa i r and reasonab1 e for t h e  f o1 1 owi ng expenses  i ncurred 
by the GRANTOR : 

(a ) Record i n g fees , t ransfer  taxes , and s i m i l a r expenses i nc i dental 
to  con veyi n g  the ea sement descri bed herei n to the U N I TED STATES . 

( b ) Pena l ty cost for prepayment of any pre-ex i st i n g record ed mort gage 
entered i nto  i n  good fa i th encumbe ri ng sa i d  rea l prope rty . 

The GRANTOR ag rees t o  furni  sh the UN I TED STATES ev i d ence t hat these 
i tems of ex pen ses have been bi l l ed to  and pa i d  by h i m ,  and  fu rther  ag rees 
that the UN I TED STATES a l on e sha l l dete rm i ne the  fa i rness  and rea s onab1  ene s s  
of t h e  expenses to  be pa i d .  

7 .  I n  the  event t hat l i en s  or en cumb rances ot her  than thos e  express l y  
prov i d ed herei n ,  d o  ex i st ,  the UN ITED  STATES may , at i t s  opt i on , remove any 
and a l l s uch out stand i n g l i ens  and encumbrances  by res erv i n g from the  pu rchase 
price h erei n s et forth  the  neces sary amou nt and d i scha rge same wi th  the money 
so  rese rved , but t h i s prov i s i on shal l not be con st rued to  authori z e  the i ncur­
rence of any l i en or encumbrance a s  aga i nst t h i s cont ract , nor an assumpt i on 
of any l i en or encumbrance by the UN ITED STATES . 
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8 .  Shou l d t h e  U N I TED STATES i n i t i at e  court act i on t o  acqui re good t i t l e 
from t h e  GRANTOR t o  t h e  above-descri  bed eas ement , GRANTOR ag rees t hat th i  s 
i nst rument shal l be ev i dence of fa i r  market val ue for pu rposes of establ i sh i ng 
val ue  of the eas ement a cqu i red by the  UN ITED STATES . 

9 .  The GRANTOR shal l have the  ri ght t o  cu l t i vate , g raze , u se , occupy , 
and have  access  t o  and  across t he easement area descri bed herei n for any 
pu rposes whi ch wi l l  n ot const itute  a hazard t o  1 i fe or 1 i mb or i nterfe re 
w i t h  a ny of the  r i ght s and pri v i l eges herei n granted to the  UNI TED STATES . 
The UN I TED STATES wi l l  n ot i fy the  GRANTOR i n  wri t i ng of any act i v i ty of t he 
GRANTOR ' S  wi th i n t he easement a rea that const i tutes a hazard t o  l i fe or l i mb , 
or i nt e rfe res wi th  a ny of the  ri  ghts and  pri v i  1 eges herei n granted to  the  
UN I TED STATES . 

Th e f o l l owi n g  a c t i v i t i e s a re p r oh i b i t ed wi t h i n t h e  e a s ement  a re a  u n l e s s  
wri tten  permi s s i on i s  g ranted from 

( a ) GRANTOR sha l l n ot erect a ny st ruct u res ; by way of exampl e ,  struc­
t u res  s h al l i n cl u de , but a re n ot l i mi ted  t o  bui l d i n gs , mobi l e  h omes , s i gns , 
st orage tanks , sept i c systems , swi rrrn i n g  pool s ,  tenn i s c ou rt s , or s i mi l a r 
fa ci l i t i es .  

( b ) GRANTOR sha l l n ot d r i l l  wel l s  or conduct mi n i n g operat i on s . 

( c ) GRANTOR sha l l n ot c on st ru ct , i nstal l or operate a bove ground mechan­
i ca l  i r ri gat i on faci l i t i es wh i ch const i t ut e  a safety h azard . 

( d ) GRANTOR sha l l n ot appreci ab ly  change t he character of exi st i ng 
topogra phy , n ormal fa rm i n g  pract i ces  excl uded . 

( e ) GRANTOR sha l l n ot grant pe rm i s s i on t o  the  publ i c  for the u se  of the  
eas ement area except a s  herei n prov i d ed . 

The a bove 1 i mi tat i on s , h owever ,  d o  n ot prec1  u de the  ri  ght t o  con struct roads  
for  pri vate or  publ i c  use  across ( but n ot l on g i tu d i na l l y  al on g ) sa i d t ransmi s ­
s i on l i ne easement area ( s ) s o  l ong  a s  s a i d roads  a re c on st ru ct ed i n  accordance 
wi t h  a l l appl i ca bl e s afety codes and are a mi n i mum of 20 feet from t ransmi s ­
s i on l i ne  st ruct u res  a n d  appu rtances  theret o .  

The UN ITED STAT ES shal l n ot u n rea s onab ly  wi thhol d permi s s i on ,  and  i t  
sha l l be the i ntenti on of the UNI TED STATES t o  a l l ow the GRANTOR a rea s onabl e 
ri g ht t o  u se  and have acces s a cross the  easement area when and  where s u ch u se 
sha l l n ot i nterfere w i t h  the  ri ghts of t h e  U N I TED STATES a s  provi ded herei n .  
I f , h owever , GRANTOR proceed s w ithout pe rmi s s i on t o  conduct any of t he proh i ­
bi t ed act i v i t i es named i n  th i s art i c l e  or t a k es any act i on that const i tutes  a 
haz a rd t o  l i fe or l i mb or i nte rfe re s  wi t h  any of the  ri ght s and  pri v i l eges  
herei n granted t o  the  UN ITED STATES ,  the  U N I TED STATES shal l have the  ri ght , 
u p on d i  s cov ery of s u ch act i v i ty ,  t o  take  any act i on deemed appropri at e t o  
prevent s uch a ct i v i ty i n cl udi ng the r i ght t o  remove i f  necessary .  
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1 0 .  I n  t h e  event of pe rmanent aband onment o f  any or al l r i  g h t s  t o  the 
ea s emen t g ra n ted  h e r e i n t o  t h e  U N I T E D  STAT E S , s a i d a ba n d onment s h a l l be 
effected by the execut i on and record i n g of a qu i tc l a i m  deed by the  UNI TED 
STAT E S  i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  GRANTO R , a n d  t h e  e a s ement g ra n t ed h e r e i n ,  or a ny 
p o rt i on s  t h e re i n a ba n d on e d , s h a l l t e rm i n a t e . The  U N I TED  STAT E S , o r  i t s  
as s i gns , shal l have the  r i ght t o  remove , wi th i n  a reas onabl e t i me ,  a l l struc­
t u res , fa ci l i t i es and  eq u i pment , p l a ced on  the  easement by or on  behal f of the  
UN I TED  STATES , from su ch a bandoned area whet h e r  before or after execut i on of  
the q u i tc l ai m deed . 

1 1 .  The prov i s i on s  hereof sha l l i n u re t o  the ben efi t of and be bi nd i ng 
upon the  hei rs , execut ors , persona l  rep resent at i ves , adm i n i st rat ors , s u cces ­
s o r s , a n d  a s s i g n s  o f  t h e  GRANTOR , a n d  t h e a s s i gn s of  t h e  U N I T E D  STATE S .  

1 2 .  No membe r o f  o r  De l e g at e t o  Con g r e s s  o r  re s i d e n t  c omm i s s i on e r  
sha l l be admitted t o  any s h a re or pa rt o f  th i s  cont ract or t o  any bene f i t s  
t h a t  may a r i s e h e r e f r om ; but  t h i s res t r i ct i on sh a l l n ot be  con st r u e d  t o  
extend t o  thi s ag reement i f  made wi th a corporat i on o r  company for  i t s  genera l 
bene fi t .  

I N W I TNESS WHEREOF , the pa rt i es heret o  have s i  gned thei  r names , the 
day and yea r fi rst above wri tten . 

GRANTOR TH E U N I TED  STATES OF AME R I CA 

By 
____ �--�--�----------

(Si gnat u re )  

(Si gnatu re ) (Ti t l e )  
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A P P E N D I X  D 
U S F W S  Cor r e s pon d e n c e  





United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLI FE SERVICE 

E�DA"iGERED SPECIES O F F ICE 

1406 F EDERAl. B l' I LD I"iG 

125 SOl'TH ST.HE STREET 

SALT LAKE CITY .  UTAII 84 1 �R - 1 197 
I !' REPLY REFER TO 

2 9  July 1 98 3  

George J .  Bagnal l 
Distr ibu t ion and Transmission Eng ineering Branch 
We stern Ar ea-Ele c t r ic 
Rural Elect r i f ic a t ion Admin istra t ion 
Wa shing ton .  D . C .  2 0250 

Dear Mr . Bagnal l :  

We have r eviewed your l e t ter of 2 9  June 1 9 8 3  w i th i t s  a t tached biological 
a ssessment and supplement fo r Colo rad o-Ut e  Electric As socia tion ' s  
p r opo sed 3 45 kV t r ansmission l ine be tween Rifle . Colorado and the San 
Juan Generating Sta t ion in northwes tern New Mexic o .  We c oncur wi th the 
b iological assessment . 

The pr oposed Rifle San Juan t r ansmis s ion l ine . as  d i sc r ibed in your 
b iological assessment and the Ri fle to  San Juan Supplemental - Dr a f t  
Environmental Impac t  Statement o f  June 1 98 3  i s  not l ikely to  affect any 
s pecies currently l i s t ed as threa tened or endangered by the FWS including 
the fo l lowing : b lack-fo o ted ferret (Mu s t ela n igr ipe s ) , bal d  eag le 
(Ha l iaeetus leucocephalus ) , p ereg r ine fal con (Falco peregr inus ) ,  
Colo rad o  s quawf ish (P tychocheilus lucius ) ,  spineless hed gehog cactus 
( Echinocereus t r igloch id iatus va r inermis) , Uinta Ba s in hookless cactus 
( Sc lerocac tus glaucus ) ,  Me sa-Verde Ca ctus (Sclerocactus me sae-verdae) , 
and Knowl tons cactus (Ped iocactus knowltonii) . 

We appreciate your c oncern and d i l igence in c onserving endangered 
specie s .  

Bolwahnn 
Field Supervisor 



IJIO REPLY Rt:FER TO. 

United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

ENDANGERED SPECI ES OFFICE 
1 406  Fede ral Buil ding 
1 2 5 South S tate S t reet 
Salt Lake C ity , Utah 84 1 38 

2 5  Janua ry 1 9 8 3  

Donald L .  Z imme rman 
Cheif - We s tern Ar ea Ele c t r ic 
Ru ral Elect r i f icat ion Administra t ion 
Wa shington , D .  C .  2 0 2 5 0  

D e a r  Mr . Z imme rma n :  

W e  have revi ewed your le t ter of  1 7  Decembe r 1 98 2  concerning change s in 
Colo rado-U t e  Ele c t r ic Associa t ions ' proposed 345 kV t ransmiss ion l ine be twe en 
R i fle , Colo rado and the San Juan Genera t ing p lant in north we s t  New Mexic o .  
I t  appe a rs that l i s ted endange red and threa tened spec ies , may occur in the 
a rea o f  inf luence of  this ac t ion . 

To comply with Sect ion 7 ( c )  o f  the Endange red S pecies Act o f  1 9 7 3 ,  as  amended , 
Federal agencies o r  their d e s ignees a re required to  ob tain f r om the Fish and 
Wildlife S e rvice ( FWS )  info rma t ion concerning any s pe cies,  l i s ted or proposed 
t o  be lis ted , wh ich may be present in the area o f  a proposed cons t ruct ion 
p roj e ct . Th eref o r e ,  we are furnishing you the fol lowing l is t  of spe c ies wh ich 
may be present in the concerned area : 

U inta Bas in hookless cactus 
Mesa-Ve rde cac tus 
s p ineless  hedgehog cactus 

pereg r ine falcon 
bald eag le 
Co l o rad o s quawf ish 
black-footed ferret 

Sclerocactus glaucus 
S c le rocactus mesae-verdae 
Ech inocereus t r iglo ch idiatus 

var .  ine rmis 
Falco peregr inus 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
P tychoch e ilus luc ius 
Mus tela nigripe s 

S e ct ion 7 ( c )  also requi res the Fede ral agency propos ing a maj o r  Federal act ion 
s ign i f icantly a f fect ing the qua l i ty of the human envi ronment to c onduct and 
submi t to the FWS a b iological assessment to determine the effects of the 
p r oposal on l i s ted and propo sed spe c ies . The b iological assessment shal l be 
c omp l e t ed wi thin 1 8 0  days a f ter the date on wh ich ini t iated or a t ime mutually 
agreed upon be tween the agency and the FWS . Befo re phy s ical mod i f ication/alter­
na t ion of  a maj o r  Federal act ion is begun the assessment mus t  be completed . 
I f  the b iological a ssessment i s  not begun wi thin 90 day s ,  this list should be 
v erif ied with us pr ior t o  init iation o f  the assessment . We do no t feel that 
we can ad equat ely a s sess the a ffects of the proposed action on listed and 
p r oposed s pecies o r  c r i t ical hab i tat and proposed critical habitat without a 
c omplete as sessment . When conducting a biological asses sment , the fol lowing 
s hal l be done a t  a min imum : 



1 .  conduc t a sc ient i f ically sound on-s i t e  inspec t ion of the a rea af­
fected by the act ion , wh ich mus t ,  unless o therwise di rected by the 
FWS , include a detailed su rvey of the area to  determine if l i s ted o r  
p roposed spec ies a re present o r  occur seasonal ly and wh ether su i tab le 
hab i ta t  exi s t s  wi thin the area fo r ei ther expanding the exi s t ing 
popu la t ion or po t ent ial r e int roduct ion of popu la t ions ; 

2 .  int erv i ew re cogn ized exp e r t s  on the species a t  issu e ,  including 
those wi thin the Fish and Wildlife S e rvice , s ta t e  c ons erva t ion 
agencies , unive rs i t ies , and o thers who may have da ta not ye t fo und 
in scien t i f ic l i t e ratu r e ;  

3 .  review l i terature and o ther sc ient i f ic da ta to  determine the species ' 
d is t r ibut ion , hab i t a t  needs , and o ther b iolog ical requ irements ; 

4 .  rev i ew and analyze the a f fe c t s  of  the act ion on the spe cies , in 
terms of  individ ua ls and popula t ions , including cons id erat ion of  the 
c umula t ive e f f e c t s  of the act ion on the spe c ies and hab i t a t ;  

5 .  analyze a l t e rna t ive act ions that may provid e conse rva tion measu res ; 

6 .  conduct any s tudies necessary to fu l f il l  the requirements of  ( 1 )  
through ( 5 )  above ; 

7 .  review any o ther relevant inf o rma t ion . 

The FWS can ent er into f o rmal Sect ion 7 consu l t a t ion only wi th another Federal 
agency or its des ignee . S t a t e ,  c ounty o r  any o ther gove rnmental o r  pr iva te 
o rganiz a t ions can pa r t ic ipa te in the cons u l t a t ion process , help prepare inf o r­
ma t ion su ch a s  the biolog ical assessment , pa r t icipa te in mee t ings , etc . 

After  the relevant Fede ral agency has revi ewed the a ssessment , i t  is that 
agency ' s  respons ib i l i ty to de t ermine if the proposed act ion "may a f fect"  any 
o f  the lis ted spe c ies or c r i t ical hab i t a t s .  The agency should also  d e te rmine 
i f  the act ion i s  likely to  j eopa rdize the c ont inued exi s tence of  proposed 
s pe c ies o r  result in the d e s t ruct ion o r  an adve rse mo d i f icat ion o f  any c r i t ical 
hab i ta t  propo sed for su ch spe c ies . I f  the determina t ion is "may a f fect"  f o r  
l i s t ed species t h e  agency mus t r eques t i n  wri t ing f o rmal consulta t ion f r om the 
F i el d  Superviso r ,  Endange red S pe cies O f f ic e ,  U . S .  F i sh and Wildlife S e rvice a t  
t he address g iven above . I n  ad d i t ion,  i f  the agency det ermines that the 
p ropo sed act ion is l ikely to j eopardize the cont inued exis tence of propo sed 
s pe cies o r  result in the des t ruct ion o r  adve rse mod i f ic a t ion of  proposed 
c r it ical hab i t a t , i t  mus t  conf er wi th the FWS . At th is t ime the agency should 
p r ovide this o f f ice a c opy of  the biological asse ssment and any o ther relevant 
informa t ion that a s s isted it in reach ing its conclus ion . 

Your a t t ent ion is a l so d i rected to S e ct ion 7 (d )  o f  the Enda nge red Species Ac t ,  
a s  amended , wh ich underscores the r equi rement that the Federal agency o r  the 
a pplicant shal l not make any irrevers ible or irretr ievable c ommi tment of 
resources during the cons u l t a t ion period wh ich , in ef fect , would deny the 
f ormula t ion or implementa t ion of  reasonab le and prudent a l t erna t ives regarding 
their act ions on any endange r ed o r  threatened species . 



We are prepa red to assist  you whenever you have quest ions wh ich we may be able 
to answe r .  I f  we can be o f  further assistanc e ,  p lease advise us . 

The FWS representa t ive who wil l provide you wi th technical assis tance is Larry 
Eng land . ( FTS )  5 88-4 4 3 0 ,  of this o f f ic e .  

-trU.S. GOVERNMENT PAINTING OFFICE:1814-71&-033 I 8024 

S1.cerelt tfQ 
Fred L .  Bolwahnn 
Field Supervisor 
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Scale : 1 : 1 ,000,000 
I nch Equals  Approx . 1 6  Miles  

- Study Area Bou ndary 

-\ S D E I S  Proposed Co rridor 

� F E I S  Preferred Corrido r  

Ex isting Transm ission System 

• New Substation Site ( Proposed ) 

&. Existing Su bstation 

Expanded Substation 

Future Su bstation 

� Add Facil ities w ithin 
Existing Su bstation 

• San Juan Generatin g  Station 
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