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Building America Solution Center Webinar 
July 22, 2015 

Put New Tools and Content on the 
Building America Solution Center to 
Work for You! 

CHRISSI ANTONOPOULOS 
Pacific NW National Laboratory 
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2015 has been an exciting year for the Building America 
Solution Center! Along with continuous content additions, there 
are many new features we’d like to share with you: 
• EPA Indoor airPLUS checklist manager  
• A new sales tool 
• Over 80 videos 
• Existing homes expanded content and navigation 

Overview 
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 It is an online tool designed to provide building professionals with fast, free and reliable building science 

and efficiency knowledge. 
 
At the heart of the Building America Solution Center are the guides -- a compilation of content covering 

eight critical topics for more than 150 individual measures (and growing). 
 
Users can also use a browser to view galleries of content -- such as images, CAD files or case studies -- 

or filter the results by keyword. 
 

WHO USES THE BUILDING AMERICA SOLUTION CENTER? 
 
 It is designed for anyone interested in accessing technical information about residential construction.  
 
 Over 150,000 unique visitors per year and growing! 

 
 Over 2,000 registered users including architects, builders, raters, code officials, consultants, contractors, 

editors, educators, engineers, and many others. 
 

WHY USE THE BUILDING AMERICA SOLUTION CENTER? 
 
 Quickly access technical specifications supporting Zero Energy Ready Home, ENERGY STAR Certified 

Homes, Indoor airPLUS, and Water Sense programs. 
 

 Access codes & standards, climate zone info, and installation guidance.  

https://basc.energy.gov 

WHAT IS THE BUILDING AMERICA 
SOLUTION CENTER? 
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 175+ full guides providing cutting edge information about energy efficient building 

science applications 
 1,300+ images  
 115+ CAD drawings 
 175+ proven performance case studies 
 375+ peer-reviewed references & resources 
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Building America Solution Center 

The Solution Center supports many programs: 

July 21, 2015 5 PNNL Building America Support 
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Content 

Building 
Components 

Optimized 
Climate 

Solutions 
Program 

Checklists 
Browse Sales Tool 

Home/Entry Page 

Access content through a variety of 
tools 
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https://basc.energy.gov 

Homepage 
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Indoor airPLUS Checklist 

Find guidance 
supporting 
Indoor airPLUS 
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Each Guide contains: 
 
 Scope of work 
 
 Description (how to install) 
 
 Ensuring Success (safety, 

planning) 
 
 Climate specific information 
 
 Training (images, presentations, 

videos) 
 
 CAD drawings 
 
 Compliance information 
 
 External resources and case 

studies 
 
 Sales Tool 

Guide Tabs 
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Sales Tool 

The Sales Tool 
provides a new 
glossary of sales 
themes that can be 
used across the 
industry to consistently 
reinforce the value of 
high-performance 
homes. 

Browse by 10 
different building 
topics. 



11 | Building America eere.energy.gov 

• Translated Term: provides a translation from the technical 
building science term to a value-based theme. 

• Technical Description: A brief overview of the technical 
specifications of the measure. 

• Alternate Terms: represent one of six value propositions: 
Engineered Comfort, Healthful Environment, Ultra Efficient, 
Advanced Technology, Quality Built, and Enhanced 
Durability. 

• Sales Message: A detailed statement capturing the value of 
high performance building science measures.  

• Access the Sales Tab from any BASC guide. 

Sales Tool 
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Sales Tool 

Each term has a translation, alternate terms, technical description and consumer 
sales message. 
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Sales Tool Customization 

Users can customize the 
Sales Tool (coming this 
summer): 
• Add your logo. 
• Create lists of high 

performance measures 
based on your building 
techniques. 

• Measures are described 
using the sales message. 

• Save and print out 
worksheets to share with 
consumers.  
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Sale Tab in BASC Guides 

Find Sales Themes 
throughout BASC on 
the “Sales” tab without 
navigating through the 
Sales Tool 
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• BASC now has a library of over 80 videos, ranging from 
air sealing and HVAC to window and indoor air quality 
topics.  

• Videos are imbedded into guide Training Tabs, but can 
also be searched and filtered separately, just like our 
photo gallery. 

• Filter videos by keyword to find specific topics. 

Videos 
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Video Library 

Browse videos by 
topic 



17 | Building America eere.energy.gov 

Videos in BASC Guides 

Find videos in 
the training 
tab of BASC 
guides 
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• COMING SOON! 
• The Building Components tool is being re-designed to 

streamline the integration of existing homes guides. 
• This tool will focus on making existing homes guidance 

accessible for users. 
• Guides applicable to both new and existing homes will 

have a new tab with existing homes information. Guides 
specific to existing homes will follow the traditional BASC 
outline. 
 

Building Components Tool 
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Building Components 
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Building Components 
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Building Components Resource Guide 
Landing Page 

The guides on this page present information about wall structures, such as advanced 
framing, double walls, ICFs and SIPs. Guides  are presented in alphabetical order. Use the 
filters to the right of the page to further focus your search based on construction type, 
keywords or trades.   

Walls/Openings – Air Sealing/Insulation 

Solution Center Guides 

FILTER BY CONSTRUCTION TYPE 

New Homes 
Existing Homes 

FILTER BY KEYWORD 

Framing 
Materials 
Air Sealing 

Based on 
selections, 
land on a list of 
relevant 
Guides. 

Filter by 
construction type 
and keyword. 
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 Building America and the Zero 
Energy Ready Home Program 
created recommended measure 
packages used by builders to 
meet or exceed the 2009 IECC 
by 30% in all climate zones.  

 This content is now a standalone 
tool in the Solution Center. 

 Each climate zone page includes 
direct access to proven 
performance case studies. 

 PDF documents are also 
available. 

Optimized Climate Solutions 
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Use the new Optimized Climate 
Solutions tool to access building 
packages designed to achieve 30% 
energy savings better than the 2009 
IECC, by climate zone 

Optimized Climate Solutions 
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Optimized Climate Solutions 

For each climate zone, 
find: 
• Energy savings 

data 
• Guidance for 

thermal enclosure, 
HVAC and efficient 
components 

• Detailed case 
studies 
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Become part of the Solution Center community! 

Register to customize content 
Provide feedback on content 
Submit content 

Become part of the Solution Center  
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Customizable Field Kits 

Use the My Field Kits tool to 
customize your Solution 
Center content by creating 
folders for: 
 Guides 
 Images 
 CAD Files 
 Videos 
 Sales Materials 
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Access Media Directly from Field Kits 
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Add content and access 
Field Kits anywhere 
throughout the Solution 
Center 

Add Any Guide to Field Kits 
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Access your Building America Field Kits remotely using the new “Solutions” 
mobile application for Android and iOS. Access the iOS app through the 
Apple store, and use the link below for the Android app.  

https://basc.energy.gov/solutions 
Field kits can also be accessed 
from computers 

 Access media 
 Access guides 
 Access Field Kits for 

specific construction 
projects 

Solutions Mobile Application 

https://basc.energy.gov/solutions
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• ENERGY STAR Version 3, Revision 8 
• Redesigned Home Page 
• Expanded Existing Home Content 
• Sales Tool Customized Sales Materials 
• Updated Building Science Publications 
• Updated Mobile Apps 
• WaterSense Checklist 
 

 

Coming Soon 
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Access the Building America Solution Center at: 

URL 

http://basc.energy.gov 
Also accessible through the Building America Website at: 

http://www.buildingamerica.gov 
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